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PREFACE. 


-;o:- 

The present ^-aluablc work had long been out of prinl 
and become exceedingly scarce. Owing no doubt to the fact of 
Ihe three volumes of the former edition not having been 
published simultaneously, n complete set was very diSicult to 
obtain, and a ftpnnt vras in demand. Accordingly we have 
acquired from the hein. and executors of the late compiler iheif 
fight, title and tnterest in the wort, with the object of placing 
it within the reach of antiquarians, students of Indian histofy, 
book-eoll«toTS and the general public. 

Tbe present edition is merely, wluit it professes to be, a 
reprint One or two obvious errors have been corrected by 
loottiotes,hut we have not taken liberties with the text Of mwk 
dtenitiaaA in iL 

in coodusion vre would thank tbe Hon. Dr. Ashutosb 
Hukerji, ic. A., Mr. C, W. McMinn, l-C.S. (retired), and Mr, 
E. W. Madge of the Imperial Library, for the kindly encourage* 
ment or advice received from them. 


« & 8/a. HASTtNGS STREFT, 
CaJemita, yw»e, 


R, CAMBRAV Sl Co. 
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PREFACE. 


THE contents ot the tolbwine page* ^ 

^e^ch« of «v«alyea«. through hie. of 
hundreds of volames of sc«ee works oo fodm. Some 
aolhortlies we ha*o acknowledged in the ptogtesB o the work, 
o^ers, to which we have been indebted for iofonnatron. we ,1^1 
:.re^umerate, apologising to sack a. we 
tionalty on, itted ^Selections from the 

LcutL Review; Orlkh's Jacquemonf s. Mackmtosh's T^vela , 
Un^s Selections; Calcutta Gazettes and o^er ; 

Ka^s CLvU Administration; Wheeler’s Early l^otds. 
Maneson’s Recreations; East India 

Asiatic Researches and Asiatic Jnunm|; Km^ls Cakmtta. 
lewis’s Memoirs of Thomas ; Onne’s History of India. rn 
these we have taken paragraphs, which by the aid of paste and 
scissors we have thrown intn something like narrative from the 
most prominent events during the mle of Uie 
Ind-ia Company in India. We do not aspire to be h^stonan^ 
wc siioply profess to lay before our readers some conoi» 
rtminiscences illustrating the manners and customs of the 
propte of Calcutta during the rule oJ the Eaat India Company. 

Our scenes ate laid principally in Calcutta, hut we have 
occasionally travelled np.couatry that we might eshibtt 'life m 
the mofussU, and in some few instances we have given noUce* 


of occurrences in the other presidendcs. 

Our residence during the time that we have been employed 
in this compilation, having been far removed from the Metro¬ 
polis. and OUT access to newspapers and publications m 
consequence limited, we have been able to note only a fe^» « 


• “ni* ins YRiUI« «B^S 
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ihe fvf-nis of tfic times alluded lo. But Hiese notes will afford 
both AiriuscTneril and tnitnieiiofii shoiriiig as they do how 
rapidly ioiprovern^nt arid progress bave been going-pn^ b&th in 
the condition and lircii of the English tn Indla^ and we may add 
especially of the Dalivei also, during the Govemmctit of the 
l:aflt India Company between Ihe yean j5oo and iS^S, 


The wofli was lirst taJfrcn up as an amuseoient during the 
leisure hour, but ia rlie course of our readings s.o many iDtercst-^ 
lag Records cajcc under notice that it ocrurred lo w, that the 
present geEteration might iukc an equal intercsi with ourseKcfi 
In a narrativ^e of eventi %i‘tiich happened during the two 
ccDturiefi aJluiied to in Calcutta and Judia generally. 

Like anothrt Ifeficutaneiinip that had been buried for ages 
nnd nfterkvards nposed to view to a f?ce ouborii at ihi^ time ol 
hs cntombnirnL ihe huhiU afid amusements of people ivhich 
liad passenl away from the hue of the earth are reprodut'ed in 
the pages wc now present lo the reader. We seem hereto live 
ag^zn among those who wrre rontemprolaneous wnlh our great 
grandrathi^n, and can in ImagiiiAtiDo see a little into their 
cii*»touu find habfls, so old fashioned in our eyes as to rise a 
smile of contempt or Tidcride. We see Calctiffn before it 
possrmsed a ^Ifigk building: of magnificence or even of 
importnnee, and when the Honorable Company of tnerchants 
weri" only in their infancy, and ruled tlie country with a jealous 
**yt and iron hnntfp 


With friends of the past we risil spots once of note in the 
Cit\^ of PaJacesp and m some statioTU- in the upper provinces. 
We join with them the masque, the ball, the convtvijl gatherings 
of those days. We take part in the quaint sayings and conver¬ 
sation of the old and the piicrillties of the young.. We see 
aro^ind us men whose name« have parsed down as Jicirlooms 
ppfiterily* and nhosc good deed* live in the memory of the 
prr^enl generatiDn ; and others wbose names indeed have pa^^d 
to their diildrsa. b'it hJiosc raeiuo ly is alone marked by pompotis 
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maii«okun3£ in the old Park Street Cejnel*^ry in CaJcrutta- fn 
im^gtnalJaii the morning gazette Cdfiie:i id with cult early break- 
fastj and we pour over tbc accounts, printed itnoM fashioned type* 
of Wars, revolutions, riots, clopcoifTiitSt divoreeSi We take 
our stand among I lie men of the Turf. We ht^t the betting: 
around the Race Stand among men in health and ^gor* who arc 
stoking a» it were their veiy exbtenoe on tie chanct^ of the 
running. We turn and wend our way to lha cauntingdiousei and 
there are witness to tie betting of anothsi^ class of speculaloffj 
ihe exporters of ipdtgot sugais^silk and other Indian good$p who- 
have staked their all m shiploads of one or mote of llnese artielea, 
and are now in d^bt and uncertainty as Co wbai: might be Ihe- 
state of the market in Englamf on the arrivarol their ventuies. 
The people in rtttlia gambled in lotteries tben; the Preas waa 
gagged an d unaiile to offer an iodependen C opinioa^ Adventurer* 
were not allowed to Land witiKHit a permit frocn the Honorable 
Court tn Leadeohail Street; and those who had [iceoces w'ere 
not permitted to go more than ten mllea distant from Cadottia^ 
without another permit. 

We now present the result of our labors to an apprecutmg’ 
public. 


W, H, CAREY, 
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GOOD OLD DAYS 

OF 

HOKORABIiE JOHD GO^PAliy. 

CHAPTER 1. 


FIRST EUROPEAN SETTLERS IN THE EAST, 

Looked at ffom a chronorogical point of view the earUest 
filfitodcal record we have of Europeans in the East dated B. C 
550, when Scytaa ii iiaid to have first viiUed India He was 
sent by Darius to explore the Indus, and published an account 
of his journey, wbicb related to bis Greek country me n nuoy 
Astonishing tales of a travelleT+ Herodotus, in bts short 
account of Indiiii followed Scylax as an authority. But it w» 
not until the eipedition of Alexander [^aj B. C,) that a body of 
able observers, trained in the school of Aristotlep were enabled 
to give accurate ideas to Europe of the condition of India. Of 
these writers, MegaBthencs is by far the laost importaot^ He 
lived at the coiirt of Cbandraguptai at Palibotbra^ on the 
Ganges, as an envoy from Selcucus 1 1 and be probably passed 
some years in India. According to hinit the Indbo slate to 
which he was accredited, the mUitary force of which consisted 
of 6o0|000 in fan try, 30,000 cavalry and g,ooa elephants, was 
better organized and displayed more wisdom in internal govefo¬ 
ment and police arrangements than any country in Europe could 
boast oft 
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Lon^ befarc ihc firit Engtiih lra.dcri Undcdg. Ihe Fortugiiese 
had setiltd ID iDdia. had explored sorac porticm of iti caaati| 
had enriched thernsrlves after the manner that a civilUcd race 
would enrkh itieH at the expense of feeble ind half civiHaed 
Tace»„ had enjoyed and abuacd the advantages they possessed 
—the advantages of superior knowledge and skill| eaertcd 
againit races^ [gaomnt of the uio of fire»arinS| and! untrained in 
mUitary discipline. 

Vasco de Gama was the first to brave the stormy pas^ge 
round that Cape^ which had bafHcd so many previous attempts^ 
and which had then been called the Cape of Storms: and on 
the aand ^fay in 1498^ with a handful of ec^ually daring com¬ 
panions, he set foot in Calicut. 

Of Calkut, where the ^niorin, the succesaor of the Tamari 
Rajahi, once lived in legal splendourp but few trace# of il* old 
magnificence are now left- The otice capadoiia haven has brcfi 
drifted up by sand. Its great Brabminjcal monuicry is in 
niitis: and to the traveller viewing U from the point from which 
it had first been seen by the followers of VaseOp nothing is 
discernible beyond a few lines of huts shaded by cocoa nut or 
palmyra treea. Twelve years later the forces of Albuquerque 
plundered the town and burnt the palace of its kings. 

By a series of bold exploits the Portuguese had extended 
their sculementt from the Coast of Malabar to the Persian Gulf| 
and a century had not elapsed, when they had achieved fresh 
conquests, had explored the Indian Ocean as far as Japanj and 
adventurers had astonished Europe with the story of gigantie 
fortunes rapidly amassed^ U was not long after, that the ex¬ 
ample thus jiet by Portugal was follOW'ed by the other EuropeUD 
States; and Hnglith, Danbh, and French factories rose alongside 
d( the factories buiU by the Portuguese, 

The first European factory ettablished tn India was formed 
by the Poriugutii^- Calicut under Pedro Alvarer CabraJi to 
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15M. The firit Eumpcan fortress was aba tf«ted in that 
place fbe same aattoo^ commanded by ibe famoio^ Atpbonso 
de Albuquerque three years afterwards* or m 1503* 

Goa, on the Malabar Coast, was captured by the PortEEguese 
under Albuquerque tn 1506^ The stroiig fortress on the islsjid 
of Diu was huJk by the Portuguese in 1535. It sustained Lwa 
memorable sieges in 15J7-J® and 1546^ respect!vely^ but was 
captured by the Arabs in f66fl^ when the Fortugueae power id 
India had already begun to decUne- 

In 1530 the Portuguese captured l&e town of Surat. 

For more than a hundred years after the discovery of the 
Cape of Good Hope by Vasco de Gama, the profitable tralbc of 
the Indian seas was monopolised by the Portuguesei Other 
nations being loo weak Lo dispute I heir preleosbos lo oceamn 
sovereignty were compelled to purchase Indian merchandiae at 
Lisbon, which city consequently soon became one of the richest 
and most populous of European capitals. 

U^en, howeverj the Spaniards discovered another p^sage 
to India by the Straits of Magellan, they daimed the spedal 
sovereignty of the new sea road and endeavoured to prevent 
ships of alt other oatjons from final ing on those waters. So 
strong was their opposition lor a time that the English endeavour¬ 
ed to discover a new road for themselves by way of a north- 
eastem, a norllwwestem or even a siorthem passage directly 
over the pnl^j to India^ 

War broke out between the Portuguese and Dutch at the 
end of the sLatcenth century, in which the latter proved the 
stronger, and supplanted the Portuguese in their Indian trade 
and chief settlements^ 

The Dutch* white subjeci to Spain, contented themselveu 
with purchasing Indian merchandiEe at Lisbon. But upon the 
revolt of the Neiherlamk and the creation of the Gniled 



4 


TITE GOOD OLD DAYS OF 


PnmncM, Itwy deleraitned: trpon wresUfig^ from their former 
mut^cm the proIHe arising from the Indian tnctei 

In 1580 the SpanUh and Portuguese dominions we« united 
under the Spanish crown, and the Dutch were eacluded from 
all trade with Lisbon, and their ships confiseated. and owners 
imprnoBed. One of the captains, while in prison, cblained 
from some Portuguese sailors a full account of the Indian seas, 
and on his return home » sUired the hearts of his countrymen 
by relating whal he had beard, that they immediately filled out 
eight vessels for the East; four fully armed were to sail round 
the Cape of Good Hope and the rest were to attempt (he north¬ 
eastern passage. The latter merety discovered NovaZcmbla; 
the former reached Java, and notwtthslatfding the most strenuous 
opposition offered by the Portuguese then established at Bantam, 
managed to open up trade with the East- In ISO* fo“t separate 
fleets were fitted out for the East, and from this time the Dutch 
seem to havo lirmly established themselves in the East Indies, 

They were scattered all over this country early in the 
seventeenth century, and Bernier, writing from Delhi, nnd« 
date the ist July sayat “ The Dutch hare a malt factory in 
Agra, in which they generally keep four or five persons and 
farther on he mentions •' the Dutch establishments at Bengal, 
Patna, Surat Or Ahmedabad." 

tn 1752 the Dutch had a factory at Baranagar, situated about 
five miles to Uio north of Calcutta, which was considered as an 
Indian Wappiog; soldiers deserting and sailors leaving English 
vessels, were accustomed to escape to Uiis settlemcot, where 
under the Dutch flag they were safe from arrest. 

There was once a factory called the Bulramghur Factory, 
situated at the entrance of the BaJasore river, the ruins of which 
are yet to be seeo buried in deep jungle. 





CHAPTER IT. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COM PAST IN INBIA# 

Of ihc many changes whtcli hiTe laten place in India, 
none have been fraught with w many great result* aa that 
which has placed under British rule the treming populations of 
this great empire, the race of the builder* of Ellora, and the 
rock-excavated temples of ElepbanU and Mahaftlfipore, and 
tlie heirs of the great Mogul. 

The history of India during that early period, when the 
^nf^r^ourse of the British nation with India coitimenced, 
must always be interesting. We shall endeavour, therefore, to 
record those events—half political, half commercial—^wbich 
ended in the establishmeDt of the first Company on a durable 
basis. 

At no period of British history had the love of maritime 
enterpriae beeo so great. The spirit of commerce, once fairly 
roiised, began rapidly to develop itself. Trading companies 
formed. The successes of Cabot, of Vasco do Oama, and 
Albuquerque, had fired the imagination, and excited the enpidity, 
of the English nation. Private gentlemen offered to accompany 
the expedidons tlwn manned as volunteers. English nobles 
mortgaged their esUtes, and sold their plate to equip small 
fleets of their own. 

So early as the reign ot Henry VIII,. and Edward VI., 
efforts were made to reach India by a nortb.eastem passa^. 
Thome, an English merchant, who bad lived nearly all his life 
in Seville, returned to lay his proj,ect of a north-west passage 
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before Vffl. The great object w« then, Ef postEble, to 

effect n passage to India by a route tt-hkh would enable the 
English to trade witii India without giving umbrage to the 
Portuguese. Sir Hugh Willoughby eneJeavoured to discover a 
passage to the East Indies, and sailed to Norway, but was met 
with a storm so severe at the Noilh Cape, that his boldest 
mariners qnailed, and with Ids entire crew was wrecked off the 
shores of Lapland. Martin Frobisher manned a pinnace and 
two boats, and ardently endeavoured to discover a passage by 
steering north-west through Hudson's Bay. A few years later, 
CapUin Davis with greater success sailed Further north, and 
gave his name to the straits which he had discovered, Most 
of the voyages had been unsuccessful j but the hopes once 
entertained of reaching India by sailing west were never ahan< 
doned, and were at a later period destined to meet with success. 

Two events tended to hasten the formalioa of a Company 
for India. One was the memorable voyage of Sir Francis 
Drake from Plymouth to java, by the PaciBc Ocean; the other 
was the equally successful voyage, by the same route, of Tbomaa 
Cavendish. 

Both Francis Drake and Cavendish made (he voyage round 
the world j both had proved themselves to be naval commanden 
of DO ordinary type. But to Sir Francis Drake must undoubtedly 
belong the honor of having been the first Englishman, and the 
first British naval commander, who had succeeded In tnakbg 
that remarkable voyage. 

The son of a clergyman, Francis Drake early evinced Kb 
love of daring adventure, tn 1567 he sailed with hii kinsman. 
Sir John Hawkins, la the Bay of Mexico. Three years later, 
he commanded an expedition to the West Indtes. Subsequently 
we read Of him sacking the town of Nomhrt de Dios. It was 
then he fancied he discovered, from an elevation on some high 
range of hdls, glimpses of that great ocean which divided India 
from America. He returDcd to obtaio tbe royal permisstoa io 



HONORABLE JOHN COMPANY* 


7 


equip a fleet and lead an expeditian which waitidt for baldnexa 
of design, have vkd with lliai oJ Mage Lb n. After cniUing 
about the western coasts of America^ and after having taken 
much plunder^ he left America lo Aail Acm&s that apparently 
Blifnitable ocean on which but one xhtp had xa yet ventured. 

The passage was a forttinale one- Land was at last reached* 
The intrepid ^kir landed, and learnt that the island was called 
Ternate^ one of the group of the Motuccaa. In this visit was 
laid the foundation of the cornmercial tnLerrpurse frmn which 
inRyrnces so vast shoold subsequently spring. Drake was 
received by the king wHh pleasure- He was shown over the 
island| introduced to the court, invited to the palace. 

At iKc time when Drake^i vessel anchored at Teraalei the 
sovereign of that laUnd was at enmity with the Portuguese, 
who bad seltkments in Java, and who bad already been enrkhed 
by the commercial rebtions wliicb had been established between 
them and the islanders of Malayak^ or the Malayan Archipelago, 
This island^ the mast valuable of the Malacca group, was then 
governed by a king who ruled afso over seventy other islands. 
Those islands were then, as they are noWg f-iiiTicd for their trade 
in cinnamon^ cloves, ivory, and boms. 

Sailing south wards, Drake's nltention was attracted by a 
chain of hills on one of the adjacent islands ; and laodiogi he 
was struck with the wondrous fertility of the islfind of Java* 
Java had not yet attained la the celebrity it subsequently did as 
a model Dutch setUemenL 

As at Ternatep the palms and cocoanuta, the thick vegeiation, 
and the tropical foliage^ added to the Interest of the scene; and 
prolonging his stay for a few days, Drake set sail steering for 
that passage by Che Cape, then exclusively claimed by the 
Portuguese, but which subsequently was destined^ for nearly half 
a centLir>'i to be the high road of the commerce between the 
East and the West. 
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The crew of the veE:s {:1 comitiflfided by Drake fontiJ that 
die navigatian o( the Ca|ie of Gaml Hope wai not so tfangeroySj 
the »eas raucLd the Cape not so tempestuous, as they had 
imagined; and after a voyagen wliikh ivas protracted over a 
space of two years and ten iiiontfiSp they had the good fortune 
of anchoriog safety in Plymouth Sound. 

If the expedition of Sir Francis Drake was snccessfut, that 
of Thomas Cnvendisli to tbe Hast Indies was not less lo. Ofi 
thearsijnly [586, he set satl for the East with three vessef*. 
He croiiiicd the Atlantic^ committed some depredations on llie 
American coasts captured a rich Spanish frigate, visited the 
islands of the Indian Archipelago^ touched at one of the 
Ladrone lilondi and at Java, and after effecting an exchange 
trade with the natives of those islands, returned by the Cape to 
England, and anchored at Plymouth* 

The results of these two expeditions fired the genius of 
the English nation, and led to the coalition of the company of 
tnctchazil adventurers who first undertook to lay the scheme 
before the public of trading on an extensive scaJe with India* 

On the last day of the [6(h century^ the London East India 
CnmpaDy was formed at the house of Alderman Goddard, or 
Founders' Hall, where the parties assembled determined upon 
measures Cci equip certain vessels ** upon a purely mertantiJe 
bottom/^ 

Some Four or five years before the death of Akbar (A- D* 
1600) Queen Eiiiabeth granted a charter with certain privileges 
to a company of London merchants, just at the time that the 
Dutch East India Company w-as establi^shedj whose first attempt 
to trade on the Malabar Coast was nearly coincident with the 
arrival of the London Company's first ships at Surat. 

The privileged CO needed to the London Company enibled 
them to purchase land^ without IlmiUitTan, and to have a mono* 
poly of trade for fifteen years with the Elasl Indies^ 
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It^ tlii year i6w>^ I he consent of the Govern me fit was 
obtiined to eqajp a ffeet of five shipE for an Intiian voyage-* 
Captain James Lane jus ter commanded the Deet; and thiriy-siK 
factors^ on salaries varying niili theij different trusts, 
accotnpamed U- On the 2 nd of May, ihoi, the vessels set sail 
from Torbay, After a prosperous voyage they landed at Acheen 
in Sumatra. The natives were iractable* and readily entered 
into a treaty of commerce; and for such artideis or implements 
of iron ware as Lancaster's crew had with theiii» they offered in 
exchange those natural products of their island—pepper and 
benzoin^ cassia and camphor^ aloes, spices and fruits. Amicable 
arrangements having been concltided, the vesseLi set sail for Java. 

Captain Lancaster delivered hi# Ictten^ and, leaving an 
agent behind, returned in 1603 to England, after making a con* 
sidemble percentage of proHts for his employers, the East liidia 
Company of adventure is. 

In the year i6oo John Mddenhalh a merchant, was deputed 
to the court of Ahbar. No records are left of the results of that 
embassy beyond the fact that he obtained a firman^ was well 
received at court, and that he returned in a few years to 
England^ but ihilt Subsequently reviaiting India he died at 
Agra. 

ft was during the reign of jehangeer, that two missions 
w'cre sent from England to his court: the first by the East India 
Company^ conducted by Captain Hawkiits, for the purpose of 
opening up a commercial icitercourse with Endia; the second by 
the celebrated Sir Thomas Roc au ambassador from King 
James L Hawkins after much dtfbculty arrived at Agra on the 
i6th April t6og, and being able to speak Turkish was most 
favorably received by the Emperorp who subsequently insisted 
on his marrying a youog Armenian lady. He succeeded in 

” !c is curletif to note tbr uBkB of ihm Sn V ssdj wliicii G.nt ii.lL^ hw India. 
Tb^jr werr Sc4tifgf^ Iht Jf44oii, tlw iCf^r^r, tibc t.^d ■ pinattv. 
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Dbta.iriing tbe rojal prombe for an unKmitcd tsten^on of the 
English trade; but being oppased by a violent partyp the Jesuits, 
then possessed of great influence at the Kfogul courts was at the 
end of two and-a-haJf years obliged to quit Agra, without 
having eHcctcd any of the objecta ol his mission p 

The only advantage resulting from Hawktns^ voyage was 
the promise alluded to respecting the establishment of a factory 
at Surat on the Bombay coast- 

In tbiaooly one ship was sent to the Indian seas* 

The establishment o( a factor)^ at Sural was eventually 
effected by a daiing mariner named Best, who despite the 
impediment and resistance offered him by the PortugutsCj 
boldly proceeded in i6ii to the promised seltlemeiit; upon 
which the Emperor gave a firman that provided for the 
residence of an EnglLsb plenipotentiary at Sural, and an 
authority for his coutitrymert to trade fully, openly and without 
itn pediment. 

Bestj being as shrewd as he wsi determined, well knew 
that this concesMon was produced more through lear than any 
other cauie, and tlienffore determined to avail himself of 
so favorable an opportunity, and demanded and obtained a 
ceremonioue acknowledgment of his rights front the oalive 
authorities. He thereupon established the long desired factory; 
and having accomplished this returned home in having 

laid the foundation of a sure and profitable trade. 

The first impressions of Surat were not calculated to 
impress the English favorably with the wealth and the cii-ilisa- 
tion nS India, Nearly liaif a century later, Tavernier,* in that 

" Tl|V<^aiE^ lKt» Pirb in K6dij, end died Wt Mwuw, 

IftvflM lln^ifb ind Tut^c^ ifld gU timeg. Hb 

WMcli pumKiKd tfan tHmuj Aglicifine^ im RCCiuirad in Ihc Eftvt The 
feurill ahl£!i«d tn dtd Chgnek ot Sum, Itidif a tM rtmiof phcc 

flf tVCESHive nf the igrvgnu mai out tif I M Indil Eo 

ft^lminalgt ili llfain i" tbt prwinen gdloWfi^ tht Ttp^Ct- 
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pleasanl and graphic style which makes bis Uavtls &a rcadabk 
and mtercBting, descdhed Sitrai as a town with a wretched 
foitp wUli dweilings built ai miid which resemble bariiHp shut ia 
by reeds dabbed with wattle aix! mud/' A century Mer^ in 
manufacturing and coitimercipal prosperity it rivalled Bombay* 
when Bombay had not yet attained to political or maritime 
importance. 

Best was aWy succeeded by Captain Downton* who upon 
his arrival at Surat in ibtS* found but three factors* as they 
were then termed^ who had been appointed by his prede¬ 
cessor j intrigue or interest had caused the dispersion of 
the remainder. Downlon's measures produced much sniniosity 
towards him from European interests^ and considerable native 
injustice. These^ coupled with the unhealthiness of the climatej 
caused his death in the ensuing August lie was a vigorous 
and talented man* and perfected the arrangement connected 
with the factory, or as it was then termed '' the English 
house," which be placed under the management of a head 
factor named Kerridge- 

A curious illustration of the rapid growth of an Indian tow a 
might be found in the rise of SuraL In 1530* when the 
Portuguese had first captured the tow'n,. iu populazlon was 
estimated at lo^oooonly. In 1638(1538)1 that popularion had 
increased to 131*544. 

In the year 1657, so greatly had the town increased in im¬ 
portance, that the East India Company ordered that the 
administration of all its posseuions should be placed under the 
direct control of the prerident and council of SuraL 

Until 1614 all transactions with native powers had been 
carried on by the Company's agent, but it was now resolved to 
try the effect of a royal mission* and Sir Thomaft Roc was 
deputed as ambassador to the court of the Emperor Jehangeet. 
He failed frotn Gravesend on the 6th March i 6 t% and arrived 
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lit Suiat m thf; z6th of September. Thence he proceeded to 
Boorharipore^ where be was graeionstj received by the governor 
of the province. After a short realdeoce with that pKnee, Sir 
Thomas advanced to the royal residence at Ajmere- He 
reached that city on the ajrd December, but did not obtain an 
audience of the monarch till the lotb January, ih[6. 

The object of this embassy was twofold r (ij to arrange a 
dchnite treaty ^ and (a) to recover a large amcniut ot money 
alleged to he owing by the courtiera and ministers of the 
Emperor. 

On delivering the royal letter sent by the English sovereign^ 
the Mogul Emperor received Sir Thomas Roe with as much con¬ 
sideration as it was in his nature to bestow on any ambassador; 
he ofifered to redress some of the grievances complained 
of, and ratified a treaty by which he coocedefl to the English 
nation the right to establish factories and to trade with any part 
of the Alogoi empire^ Surat and Bengal especially» 

At bis court Sir Thomas remained four years, and after 
successfully overcoming many impedintents thrown in his way, 
he returned, having recovered all bribes, extortions and dehts^ 
from the courtiers and ministers of the courts and further 
obtained permission to establish another factory at Baroach. 

The curious and interesting account left by him of the court 
and camp of the Great ^ogul, forms one of the most important 
accessions to works on oriental literature and oriental politics. 
During hh residence in the East, be made some valuable coltec^ 
tiofis of ancient manuscripts, among which must he classed the 
Alexander MS. of the New Testament. 

The vessel that conveyed Roc to his destination, was com¬ 
manded by a '* GeneraP' Keeliogj who endeavoured to found a 
factory at Cranganorei but failed in hb elfortSt the factors 
availing themselves of the first favoraJtde opportunity of escaping 
with their property to Calicut, where was esUbIbbed the 
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factory f who^^ loony; sciqti obtain til an European ccltbrlty^ and 
which they retained, uptil British skill and capital removed the 
seat of maniiTactprc from India to Manchc$ter» 

The fcelmjf of jealoasy engendered by the concesstaa 
alluded to above on the part of the Mogul Emperorg was not 
allowed to remalti long dormant Open hostilities were soon 
commenced by the Portuguese^ wliosc Reet burnt the town of 
Daroach. Another fleet commanded by Lhe Portuguese Viceroy 
in person anchored oft Swalty. The naval engagements nbich 
followed, proved dUastrous to the prestige which the Portuguese 
had already acquired; and the Mogul courts without offering 
any interference, looked with pleasure on the checha thus given 
to an enemy whoae eucroachroents, and whose power they iiad 
alike learnt to view with anrietjr if wot with dismay. 

For several years after Best, Do%vnton and Roe, we have 
no authentic: documeuts upon which reliance can be placed; but 
this much is certain, that debauchery and peculation of the most 
flagrant character usurped the place of good gov cm men! in 
Surat^ The oldest despatch of the factory is dated July iGlfi, 
and it affords little infomialion j but from other sources we learn 
that the Company's agents were then oegoclating with the 
Emperor of Golconda for a.n extension of their tmde to Hindo- 
Stan. Surat at this period had become a position of considerable 
importance, and was destlued to be the pobt of radiation^ 
whence the commercial spirit of Britain should thrust fonrard 
its then infantine powers. 

About the year 1636^ Methwotd, who was president at 
Surat, returned to England, and was succeeded hy Premlm, and 
the latter by Francis Benton^ whose monument In the cemetery 
at Surat bears testimony to hia exertioua, and declares, that 
for five years be discharged his duties with the greatest 
diligence and strictest integrity.'' Then rollowed Captain 
Jeremy Blackman, whose appoiutnieuL is dated 1651. 
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Dr, Frjer^ a £;urgeQa £n the Company's flervicCg vkitcd 
Surat [ti 1674^ when the Eitgibh Factories were m ibeir xcnith- 
Thc Factors Jived in spacious houses and in great style. TJie 
salary of the president^ according to Fryer^ was “£500 a ycarj 
half paid here, the other lialF reserved to be received at home^ 
in case of rnifidemeanar to tnalce satisfactiorir beside a bond of 
/^5,QOO sterling of good securities. The accountant has £jz 
per annutn, ;£50 paid here^ the other at home. All the rest are 
haif paid here, half at honiei except the writers, who have all 
[been] paid here,"' 

Surat was governed by a Company’^ ” agenttih the 
resloTalion of Charles ILg when a president was sent out. At 
this time the Surat GovernmeDt employed "'forty sail of stout 
ships to and from all parts where they trade out and ho toe i 
manning and malnlaining their island Bombay, Fort St, George 
and St, Helens,*^ The last agent at Surat was named Rivinton ; 
he was succeeded by President Wynch^ who lived only two 
years f and was succeeded by Andrews, who resiguing. Sir 
George Oxendinc took bis place^ and continued to hold the 
ofhee till his death, ft was during his presidentship that Sivajee 
plundered Surat. He was succeeded by the Hon'bk Gerald 
Aungier^ who fought against Sivajee and repulsed bim. 

In 1615 a piece of ground w'ai obtained at Amiegauo, from 
the Naik or focat chiefs and a factory built thereon^ w liich in 
16:28 W'as described as being defended by *' Lwefve pieces nf 
cannon and twenty-eight factors and soldiers/^ 

The English having a valuable trade on the Coromaiidcl 
Coast, were desirous of obtaining a teiritoir vi'hich they could 
{ortify. Aiter several ineSectna] attempts 10 obtain sneh land 
from the Moguls^ they at length Huccceded in buying a piece 
from 3 Hindu prince, the Rajah ol Chindnagheri, which was 
afterwards called Madras. This was in 1639. For the itrip of 
land (six miles long and one mile wide} ihe English paid an 
annuai rent of £600. There was a small uland in the strip 
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fadng the sea | this was Fortified by a wall and fortress, to 
secure the residents against the predatory attacks of native 
liorsefTteiip tn granting the land tq the English the Rajah (Sri 
Ranga] expressly stipulated that the English town should be 
called after him, Sri Rang! Rajapatanam. The grant was en¬ 
graven on a plate of gold- The English kept the plate for more 
than a century ; it wjls fost in 1746 at the captufe of Madras by 
the Frenchr On the Naik of Chingleput coining into powers he 
ordered that the town should be caiJed China-patanain y this 
name the English afterwards changed to Madras. To tliis day^ 
however^the natives call it by the old naitie of Chtna-paUaam- 

[n 1653. Madras w'os r^ed to the rank of a presideneyv 

Little or nothing is known of Madras in those early dap 
previous to 1670. In 167however, Ave find Madras was an 
important place. The government was canried on in the same 
way as at Sumt. The governor drew a yearly saJaiy of jfjoo j 
the second tn council £too ; the third £70; and the fourth only 
£50, Factors were paid between £10 and £40- Writers re¬ 
ceived only £to, and apprentices £5, But all were lodged and 
boarded at the expense ol the Company^ 

Sir William Langhorn was governor of Madras from 1670 
to 1677, and when he retired^ he w'as siicrceeded by a gentleman 
named Streynsham Masters. Tn 1683 Mr, Wjllkm GyfFonJwas 
made governor. At this period Mi. Josiah Child was chairman 
of the Court of Directors. 

About 1688 there was a great change in the forttmes of 
Madras- The Sultan of Goicqnda was^nquered by Auniagzebc 
and consequently the EnglLsb settlement of Madras hr ought 

under the paramount power of the Oreat Mogul, During the 
followiiig ten yearSf there were great dissensions betiveen the 
MahratUs and the Moguls, tn 1706 Dapod Khan became 
Nawab of the Carnatic* Mr. Thomas Pitt was governor of 
Madras. 
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[r i5j6 the Emperor of Ddhi^ having a beloved daughter 
serioiialy iil» informed by one of the nobles of his courts of 

the skill exhibited by Enropeati practirioners of medkinr, and 
was induced to apply to the president of Sisrat for aid In his 
extremity^ Upon this Mr. Gabriel Boiightoiip surgeon of the 
ship was directed lo proceed to Delhi, and render his 

professional services. ** This he did ^ith such successi that the 
imperial favors were liberally bestowed upon hinSj aJid In 
particular he obtained a patent, permitting him to trade, 
without paying any duties, throughout the Empefor^s dominions."* 
The benefits of ihh concession would probably have been 
very doubtful, had his good fortune not followed him to 
fiengaU where he cured a favonte mistress of the Navvab. 
who in gratitude confirmed all his piiTilegeSj, which w^ere thus 
employed:—*'The generous surgeon did not in his prosperity 
forget his former employers^ but advanced the Company's 
intcrcstSi by contriving that his privileges should be extended lo 
them* Having done so^ he wrote an account of his success to 
the factory of Surat, and the next year a profitable trade wa^ 
opened in the rich provinces of BengalK** 

The natural advantages of Bombay did not escape the 
nolict of the Company, who hoped to gain possession of it 
as early as tfiay. In that year,'* writes the Rev. Mr* 
Anderson, a joint expeditidn of Dutch and English shipsp 
under the command of a Dutch General, HaTmau Van Speult, 
had sailed from Surat with the object of formiiig ati establbh^ 
ment here, as well as of attacking the Portuguese in the Red 
Sea. ThU plan was defeated by the death of Van SpeuU, but 
in 1653 the President and Council of Surat again brought the 
subject under ihe consideration of the Directors, pointing out 
how convenient It woidd be to have some msuUr and fortified 
station, which might be defended in titties of lawless violence, 
and giving il as their opinion that for a con side ration, the Por¬ 
tuguese would allow tfseni to take possession of Bombay and 
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This suggdStioHr whick subn^iUed to Cromwellp 
reii^ain^d unaftcd upon^ But Id i 56 tp the Partuguesc Goverq- 
ixient^ upon thr fnarriage of the Infanta Catherine with Charley 
It.I ceded the tong-wished'lor island to England as ilie Irs fan La's 
dower. Accordingly a fleet of five ships, under the Earl of 
\far]horcHigh^ arrived in the Fkunbay harbour on the iBth 
September of that year^ to Lake possession. 

Bui the Portuguese were unwilling to resign a place so 
richly endowed by nature^ and refused the Englbh demands. 
Marlboroughr not having the means of reducing the place^ was 
compelled to leave the island and return to EngUtid, After 
Marlborough’s departure the Portuguese permitted Cook (who 
commanded the few soldiers remaining of the body that had 
been brought out/] to occupy the pJacCi but subject to most 
humiliating terms. The government being dissatisfied with 
Cook'^s proceedings^ Sir Gervase Lucas was appointed^ in i&66« 
in his room, who soon brought the Portuguese into good 
behaviduri but he died on the 21st May of the following year^ 
He was succeeded by Captain Gary; 

The Uknd not having proved commensurate with the 
expectations of the king, he made it over by royal charter to 
the Ho El Drab Ic Company^ In fee and common, soccage, as 
of the manor of East Greenwich^ upon payment of an annual 
rent of £10 in gold on the Joth of September in each year. '* 
On receipt of the copy of the charter in ififiS, Sir George 
Oxenden, then president of Surat, was appointed governor of 
Bombay. The island was soon found to be of importance, its 
fnilitary strength was increased^ and fortificitions built to guard 
tbe harbour and the settlement- 

In the island was invaded by the Siddees, a powerful 
and dangerous neighbouring people^ whose depredations were 
after a lime put a stop to by force and arrangement. 

Some idea of the abiurdities of the times may be drawn 
from the pomp with which the president used to move about. 

3 
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Tlie Rev. Mr. Anderson, from whose work thcBC deUita are 
obtained writes:—" He had ft standard-bearer and body-guard, 
composed of a sergeant and a double lilo of English soldiers. 
Forty natives also attended liim- At dinner, each course was 
ushered in by a sound of trumpets, and his ears were regaled by 
a band of muaic. \Vliencver lie left his private rooms, he was 
preceded by his attendants with silver wands. On great occasions 
when he issued from the factory, he appeared on ho-rseback, or 
in a palanquin, or a. coach drawn by milk-white oaen. Led 
horses with silver bridles followed, and an umbrella of state was 
carried before him.” This pomp and extravagance the 
Directors wisely strove to check, and they distinctly in formed 
their president that it would afford them much greater sails- 
faction were he to suppress such unmeaning sliow and ostenta¬ 
tion. And the more effectually to compass their wishes, tliey 
reduced his salary to three hundred pounds a year, and 
dignified him simply with the title of Agent. 

The expense of fortifying Bombay not having been covered 
hy the revenue, the Company became burdened with debt, 
and determined to reduce the number of their military, and 
consequently the entire establishment was reduced to two 
tieuteRants, two ensigns, four sergeants, four corporals and a 
hundred and eighty privates. No batta was to be paid the 
detachment at Surat: the troop of horse was disbanded, and 
Keigwin, its commandant, dismissed the service." 

Keigwin, who was a man of energy and decision, forthwith 
weoL to England, and remonstrated against such unjust and 
impoTittc proceedings, and made such an Impres.'iion on the 
Court of Directors that he was invited to return and lend the 
aid of his experience to the Company in their embarrassed 
position. He immediately compUed, and would doubtless have 
arranged everything satisfactorily, but to His ehagrio, in twelve 
monlbs after hU return, he found the Home authorities had 
revoked a portion of hb ofheia) control, and reduced his pay to 
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A ruble plttancCh DisjgTi&Led with s-iich treAtcncnti A.nd 
having m strong public sympaihj-p he decUretl his secrssloii from 
the Coinpatiy and that the bhabitapta of Bombay were subjccti 
only of the King of England. Ip this declaration he was 
supported by the majority of the residents. ""Wheo the 
intelligence reached England that Bombay had revolted and the 
president had not been able to reduce it to ordetp the Iviog 
cainmanded the Court o( Directors to appoint a S5ecret 
Committee of Enquiry* Upon their report His Majesty sent a 
mandate under his sign manaal to Keigwln* requiring him to 
deliver up the island, and offering a general pardon to all except 
the ring-leaders, it was further declared that il Keigwtti and 
his followers offered any reEbtancUi all should be denounced as 
rebels and traitors/*" 

At the same time are ward waa offered ior Keigwin and 
his associates- Harsh measures were however rendered un¬ 
necessary by the immediiilc recognition of the King^s authorily 
by the whole of the population. Keigwin having obtaiaed a 
promise of free pardon for himself and supporters, surrendered 
the island to Sir Thomas Grantham on the lith November 16S4. 

Such was a revolt which happily began and ended without 
bloodshed. Alarming as it and dangerous to the existence 
of Anglo^ndUp power, it Forms an episode in our history of 
which we are not ashamed. Keigwin emerges from the troubled 
sea of rebeJfion with a reputation for courage, honor and 
administrative capacity ^ on the other hand, the clemency of the 
Crown and Company is worthy of all admiration." Some few 
cases of hardship were doubtless experienced* but upon the 
whole it was a bold sedilion, nobly forgiven and terminated in a 
juster treatment of the officials, without compromUing the 
integrity of the Company. 

Upon the suppression of Keigwin's relwlfion. Sir John 
Wyburti was despatched as deputy governor to Bombay* 
But John Chtidi the governor, Ending the new deputy loo 
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independetit to lend himseir to the perpetration of the varJous 
scheniefi of aggression which had been concocted hy Sir Joskh 
Child and his brother Directors at homep means were employed 
for depriving Wybum of hia appoLnttnent; but Icrtonately he 
did not live to experience that mortilication. 

The aggression here referred to was the first attempt on 
the part qf the Company to exercise authority aver or dictate 
terms to the native nilerSr With this intent Bombay was 
ordered to be fortified as strongly as money could make it, and 
the CotitC oF Directors pompousFy announced that they were 
determined to make war, not only on the T^awab of Bengal, but 
in the sequetj upon the Emperor himself. Nor was this suffi¬ 
cient/' says the writer from whom we have quoted ; they 
actually ordered their general to scire the goods of the King of 
Siam^ Bantam and Zombi aa reparation for injuries received/' 

The Emperor Auiungzebo naturally became indignant at 
these threats, at several piratical acts of the English on the 
coast of Bengal^ and stiE! more so w'ben he learnt that his 
governor at Surat had been insulted by the British authorities^ 
Upon detnanding from Child gome explanation, the latter in stead 
of entering on such^ in his turn made numerous demands from 
the governor of Surat, who, thereupon on the 36th Decemhcri 
j 5S8| ''seized and imprisoned the factors, Harris and Gladman^ 
and ordered all !ht goods of the Company to be sold^ and olTered 
a brge reward to any one who wmuld take Child, dead or ative/' 
The general having failed by uegotiation to obtain the release 
of Harris and Glad man, now exhibited his real character^ and 
captured several native ships, besides forty vessels Eaden with 
provisions for the Mogul army. Besides which he behaved with 
great arrogance to hts admiral the Siddee,and told him plainly 
that if bis fleet ventured to sea, he would assume their intentions 
as hostile and deal with them as encraies/' Instead, hoivcver, 
of carrying out this threat, and adopting means for securing 
%bm aaiety of Bombay, be meeviy acted upon the defensive. 
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** With an ynacconntable infattLatiDn tbe Englkh governor 
bad neglected to strengthen the fortificatmiia of Bombay, 
akhoiigh the Court of Directors had so nirgenlly reminded hini 
that this was necessary j and on the (4th February* j 6S9> Llie 
Siddee landed at Sewii with twenty or twenty-fh't thousand 
men, and at one o'clock in the morning three guns froni the 
castle apprised the inhabitants of their danger TIten might be 
seen European and Native women mshing with theiT children 
from their houses, and seeking refuge within the fort. Neit 
morning the Siddee marched to Mazagon, where was a smaU 
fort mounting fourteen guns, w^hich the English abandoned W'ilk 
such haste, that they left behind Lbem eight ox ten chests 
treasure^ besides arms and ammunition. Here the Siddee 
established his head-quartersj and dispatched a small force to 
take possession of Mahlm fort^ also deserted. Tlie following 
day the enemy advanced^ and tbe general ordered Captain Penn 
witli two companies to drive them back, but he and his little 
party were defeated. Thus the Siddee became master of the 
whole bland* with the exception of the castle* and a small tract 
extending about half a mile to the southward of it. He raised 
batteries on Dongari Hillf and placed one within two hundred 
yards of the fort. All persons on w^bom the Englbh authorities 
could Lay bands were pressed into their service/* 

Thus passed the months from April to September; and 
provisions ran scarce; but when the monsoon was over^ 
" the Company's cmisera, being able to put to sea+ were so 
successful In capturiog vessels and supplies belonging to the 
Moguf s subjecUi that distress was alleviated/’ Still the danger 
was immioent The Siddee^s army had been increased to forty 
thousand fighting mep, and the English troops which never 
amounted to more than two thousand five hundred, dared not 
venture to meet them in the held. 

Child now perceived that negotiation ivas Kis only resource, 
and that the mast abject ^tibmis^ion would alone assuage the 
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Em pi? tor's wrath. He accordingly despatched two envoys, 
tfamed Weldon and Novar, to the Mogul court. They were 
treated with the utmost indignity, and after much suffering werE 
admitted to the Emperor's preaeace as culprits, with tbeir handa 
tied behind them. He listened to their efitreatieB, and at length 
consented to an accorntnodaiioti, on condition ** that aJL monies 
due from them to his subjects should bn paid \ that recompenBe 
should be made for such losses as the MaguLs bad wstained> 
and that the hateful Sir John Child should leave India before the 
eacpiratioD of nioe montiis."' Thus terminated this unfortunate 
act of bombast, fay which the Company, both iu money and 
reputation^ was a severe sufferer, as well in England as ia 
India. 

Harris, who with several oEher factors had been refeased 
after great sufFcrings, succeeded to the presidentship of Surat 
and governprship of Bombay. He was a weak, incompetent 
person^ and was soon relieved of his appointment by Annesley 
Vaui, who after two years* service, was himself dismissed for 
riolating the Saw against interlopers, in Captain (after¬ 

wards Sir John], Goldesborough was appointed Coirtmissary 
General with absolute powers. His death in c6g_j. aJforded an 
opening lor the appointment of Sir John Gayer* a man of good 
character and ability, but whose efforts wTre frustrated by 
events beyond bis coittroL 

The conflicts between the old and new Companies hot? 
commenced, and wen carried on with unflinching tenacity. 
Mutual opposition ensued, and after severe Tosses on both sides, 
a compromise was evctitually effected. The new Company 
managed to secure the services of Waite, Ru, Mother, Annesley 
and Bourchier, who had been servants of the old Company j 
they were men of great e^rperience and Integrity, and now 
embarked jealously in the establishments of their new 
employers. To the secessions were added in 1699, those of 
Mcwic and Brooke, much to the consternaLton of the preside nip 
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Sir John Oayer; and this defection was speedily followed by the 
arriv^al ol Sir Nicholas Watte as president of the new Company, 
on the ijtU January^ 1700. 

Gayer would not acknowledge Waite's authorityi and for 
iooie time the greatest confusion reigned between the con¬ 
tending parties. This continued till the 28th of Decemberi 
when WaitCj incensed at GayeHs contumacy^ detennioed " to 
strike a blow^ whidt, it was hoped would be fatal to the old 
factory* This was no less than the seiaufcr in February tjai, 
of Sir John and Lady Gayer^ several factors, their wives, 
children, soldiers and servants—in all one hundred and nine 
petsDTis, who were kept in confinement for upwards of three 
years/' 

The fqUowing is an account of the state of the garrisoD of 
Fort St. George on the i st September 1746 :— 

Europeanfl in Madras gartisoii, as by the muBfer rolls* 300. 

—Portuguese sentinels, vagabond deserters from 
the military and ships at Goa, the worst men in the 
w^orld for the service at that time 

Lew'U Caldirra, a sentjneh a country Portuguese p„ 1 

Anthony DeCrn? Roltter* ditto ... 1 

Jacob DeRoiario and Michael DeRoaariOj two drummers, 

atave-boys ... 2 

Hannibal Julian^ a black sent from England ,,, t 

Luke Schedds, a Fleming, in prison for corresponding 
with the French* and assisting the prisoners to 

*-i«i III. ... 1 

Adrian Miller, deserted ,,, i 

Sergeants upon the rolls, not in the service 3 

Sentinel, ditto ... ... 1 


Leaving men in garriiton 2C6 
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Dfduci —In the 2^ by the Surgeon's monthly 

report of September lat^ 1746, and his certificate ^ 

More who aught to have been there^ old men and boysp 

at least 33 

Rcmalnsp exclualvc ai the twenty-three Portuguese first 
ntentioDedp Europeans^ supposed to be goad aud 
» effective, British subjects and rorcignersi including 
commissioned officers ... 200 




CHAPTER IlL 


the GOMPANY^S GOMME^RGIAL OPERATJONS- 

At I he fomRiencemeot of the Compel iry^s conitni^rcial 
Oper«ilions In In dm, the trade was not exteii^ive ; but ■small as 
the Company s power to trade was, limiteEl as tlieir lOeanji were, 
tlie promts were nerertheless larj^e. It was not uncarnTnon to 
fnakc I CM? per eenC of profit on their capital; and in some t^cs 
it even exceeded that percentage- Tfie extensh'etiess of the 
profits made tt dciiirable that a stricter tnotiopoly of trade should 
be secured by charter. Tliaa, on the accession of Charles, on 
the renewal of the charter, one of the prorisians enscled that 
any Englbhinan found trading without a license might be seixed, 
imprisoned, and returned ta England, Sudi was the commence- 
TTicnt of that policy which for rnote than a century influenced the 
Government of IndiSr That it was a policy which was not 
productive of large permanent results may well be doubled j for 
it was a policy which was based on the restrictive rcgulatioiis of 
a monopoly, and not upon those of a liberal nr colonial trade. 

The early hLitory of the East Indfft Cotnpany'^s trade show^a 
how auccessful that policy proved m the beginning.. That great 
dividends had been obtained, there cannot be the slightest douht. 
Ffom the debates in the Houses of Parliament, from the journal 
of the House of Commons, from the many pamphlets which 
were published at that lime on the stattrtics of the trade with 
the East Indies, those gains might have heeti said to be almo!^t 
incredible- In the year 167S, so Istrge had these been, lliat 
every shareholder and stockholder ol ihe old East India 
Company was paid a premium which doubled ihe slock he held* 
The dividends rose propoitionately. Twenty per cent, was not 
considered ton high as an annual dividend* The Directors of 
4 
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the old Company soon amassed etiortnous weallli*, rapid 
fortunes were made, and spetulations ran higti. h has been 
said that more than one wealthy nierchatit on the Royal 
Exchange baxarded the greater part of _his fortune in East India 
shares. 

In the city of Londoa, a large edifice, not so stately as the 
subsequent house in Leadenhall Street, or so magnificent as the 
pile of buildings which now look down on Saint James's Park, 
sms engaged by the Directom. Tiie rooms were gloomy, 
the passages narrow. At present tlie India Konse might vtc 
with any of those majealic buildings, wUlt the exception of 
Buckingham Paince and the Houses of Parluiment, winch 
surround it. Nevertheless in those dingy offices, for mnny 
years the great business of tlie Company was carried on. 
Treaties were signed with eastern potentates ruling over vast 
territories larger than many of the con tine ntal states of Europe, 
and war comnwnced or peace concluded, with native chiefs 
governing races, semi'Civilised it is true, but exceeding in 
Bombers twenty times the popnlatian of England. 

Tlie old traditionary and commercial policy of the East 
India Company is now as much a thing of the past as the old 
building in Leadenhall Street with its quaint fa(ade of the 
Elizabethan period, and its still quainter figure.head and sign. 
From the period of the Mutiny in 185?, we have drifted from an 
old into a new state of Lhings. There has been a fusion of the 
Indian into the (m peri si Government. The Indian army has 
become a part of the Imperial array. Even, the departments of 
the old India House have merged into departments of the 
great Imperial establishment. 

The new administration required a building worthy of an 
Imperial oiace, and lhat it baa one worthy in every way as a 
state office for a great empire, will not be doubted by those who 
have visited the present building. The architecture is as 
imposing when ■ viewed froiu outside as its decorations arc 
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^acefut The large tower, the graceful facade as viewed 

from Charles Street or the Park, the I>oric columtis and pilastem 
of the lower storey^ tlie nsnl Peterhead granitic Ionic columas of 
the second storey, the bases of the columns of red Manshetd 
stone, its long line of corridors and gracefd Corinthian cornicep 
have placed this building among the most gtaceful of modern 
architectural stmetufes. Nor is Ihe interior less worthy of 
admiration. The grand staircase leading up from the Charles 
Street cnlranccp has four of the finest statues which the old East 
India House cauld offer- Leading from ihe entrance may be 
acen Flaxman^s well known statue of Warren Bastings. From 
it the eye may easily wander to the admirably sculptured statues 
of Wellesley^ Wellingtoni Clive, and Eyre Coote. Nor arc there 
wanting bas-reliefs. Representariona of Indian froits and 
flowers may be seen among the architectural ornaments^ while 
some stiikiog incidents in Anglo-Indian history appear in 
bold relief— Tlie signature of the treaty of Seringapatam— 
The surrender of the arms of the Sikh chiefs—The gt^ant 
of the Deccan to Clive, aud the Reception of the Ambassador 
deputed hy Queen EHiabeth at the Court of the Mogul. 

It is curious to note that not only the old statuary w'hich 
had decorated the East India House in Leadenhall Street, but 
also much of the old furniture^ is stilJ retained at the oew India 
Office. The Secretary of State still siU in that chair from 
whichj years ago^ ^he Directors of the old East India Company 
lliankcd Give and Hastings for the great and distbguished 
sendees rendered by them in the East. 

At the time* however^ of w-faich we are writing, the 
Company’^ office in the city of Loodon wan small aad 
oupreteadiug; and iU tradc^returna during the first decade, 
though highly promising, bore no comparison to- its future 
magoificenl proporlionSi 

But Co resume. It w^aa not long before a rival Company 
aUitcd into being; ami the two companies obstructed each 
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Others itijuTed each other: maiigned each other. And the 
character of the cation suffered in the cj'c* of the princes and 
peeple of tndia. Tlw establishment of tlie new Companjf in 
Dowgate, which held its sittings in Sbirnaris Hallj at first proved 
nearly fatal to the interests of the trade with the E^ast Indies. 
But the old Company bad wisely predicted that sucli a contest 
could not last long, although they did not foresee the manner in 
which it would be brought to a close. 

fn 1636 Sir William Courtend obtained from Charles 1 . a 
license to engage in the Indian tradej and forthwith Captain 
Weddel and Mr- Mountney were despatched to Surat, on behalf 
of the new Company of Merchants trading to the Sast. The 
president and council of Surat at iirat opposed the assumption 
of these gentlemen, but ivere at length obliged to yield on the 
receipt of a communicatioii from the Secretary of State. From 
this time until the year 1650, the spirit of contention embittered 
the oEScers of both corporations, which militated against their 
working to advantage. A compromise was elTected between 
them, and the two companies, sinking their animosities and 
making airangemcnls about their stocks, were consolidated into 
one; and in the year 1702 the “ United Company of Merchants 
trading to the East Indira” was prospectively incorporated 
under bcal. 

Matters were finally concluded, and an agreetnent was 
entered into by the Uvo companies on ihe 39th Septemher ijoSp 
and a new provemor mth ibe title of general was elected, and n 
coundl lor Bombay—Aislabie being the general, with Prohyp 
ReadaU, Gftods?baw, Wyche, Mildmay, Boone and Oakley as 
members ol couo^iIp 

Whilst llie aJflairsof the two a^scKiaLions were being wound 
up* preparatory to their'practical incorporation as one joint 
stocky ail ^rts of outrage wen? committed^ There was nn latv, 
there iio decency The revenue felS gf!. Tlie admiiiUtm- 
tioii was al a sl^^nd-sUiL They ii ere c i il dny-^ foi Llie dignily 
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o[ intlbn adventuT^. But wlien in 1709 tlic Uoiltd Company 
Vk’^rt Tairly in operation—a brighter day began to dawn, the 
trade ol ihe Coin pa ny rt-vivedi and their adminlstrativ^e afFijirs 
recovered something of order and regularity- 

The union of the two Companies is an epoch whieli properly 
cloi^3 the early history of the Brilbih in India. From ifib 
tirrie the United Company coinffiented a new and wondcrlul 
carEOTj past struggles had left it in a state of eahaustion ; its 
advance was at first feeble and tardy- But it never receded a 
step, never even baited- Movemenl imparted fresh healthy and 
it acc^uired strength by progress. 

From this time, up to the eventful day when Robert Clive, 
^^in the heavy turban and loose trouserB of a Mogul,escaped 
from Madras to Pondicherry, and turned his back for ever on 
the drudgery of the desk, no very noticeable events, bearing 
upon the progress of English government in India, present 
themselves for specific mention. But great events were now 
hurrying the English into an open manifesLatjon of Dational 
poweCf and their territQrial possessions^ from obscure farms, 
^^-ere fast swelling into rich principalities. 

Clive and bb fittlc army appeared before Fort W^Ilianij and 
the power ot the Sonbadarof Bengal w'as broken by a bandfiil 
of English strangers. The French, who had been conCending 
with us for the European mastery of the sou them coast of 
India, had taught us hoiv to discipline the natives of the 
country^ and wt had learned that these hireling troops would 
he true to ihe hand that gave them their snlt- 

The first great battle ever fought by the Englbh in India, 
placed Bengal at our feet, tn a fittJe while, the Deivannee nr 
atl ministration of the provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa^ 
with all their wealth, was placed at our dbposal by a power no 
longer able to stem the imesisfible tide of European domina¬ 
tion j and territorial revenue now^ began to take a substanllaJ 
place in the considerations of the East India Company, anJ to 
attract the delicate ^:garJ^ of ibe Crown. 



CHAPTER IV*. 


AHCIENT CALCUTTA. 

The Portuguesej Dulch, FrcncU and Engtbb merchanls had 
tong resorted ^o India for honorable trade and lawFnt gain; 
fotnmuritics of each of thesfi nations had been established 
on the coasts and received such protection as could be given 
by the raters of the land, who, though themselves probably 
despising the peaceful arts of commerce, wore not blind 
to the advantages they should derive from this enterprising 
spirit in others. The principal portion of the cargoes returned 
to Europe consisted of silk and cotton manufactures. Agencies 
Or factories were established for the cotlection and ihorage of 
these products, against the arrival of the ships, so that cargoes 
•diould be ready to be at once shipped. Unhappily it was 
needful to protect these European factories, not only front the 
violence ot native marauders, but front the aggressions and 
attacks of rival companies of other European nations. The 
French and English companies in particular long kept up an 
arduous struggle ; and aided by their respective govemmenUf, 
carried on senseJ«i animosities and destructive quarrels. Anil 
as there was a French factory at Chandemagore on the 
Hooghly, not many miles dLstant from the English Factory at 
Fort William, the nucleus of Cak-atta, and a Dutch factory at 
Chinsurah, on the same river, only livo miles from Chander- 
nagore, there might seem to be additional need that the English 
should place and keep their own factory in a slate of defence. 

This was the origin of the English Factory cm the banka of 
the Hooghly. U was fortified and had a small garrison for jta 
defence I around the fortified factory was gradually gathered a 
number of bouses which were occupied by peaceable European 
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merch^tiU and tradfrSi And tlie hula of n^tiven who were 
employed by the Eurapeans &r traded with llicm. 

Anuther small factory had been estabikhed by the Eitglish 
at Cossinibazar, a town on the Hooghly^ more than a hundred 
miles higher up the country^ and close to 5 foorshedaLbadp the 
capita? oF the Alohamedan sovereign of tliree farge and fair 
provinces m the plains of India. 

A writer in 1756 thus speaks of Calcutta: —^^The hank 
oF the Hooghfy was lined on either side oF the Fort, with large 
and liandsoaie bouses, built and inhabited by the chief among 
the English factors ; and tn the rear were scTeraJ equally large 
and imposing habitatJons belonging to opulent Baboos, ur 
native merebants ; hut the native town consisted oF thatched 
huts—some composed of mud, and others of bamboos and 
mats, all uncoutli and mean \ the streets were dirty, narrow and 
rroofced^ wKilst a pestilential swamp, close at hand, filJed the 
air with sickly exhalations/' The tract now coveted by the 
palaces of Chowringhecj. then contained only a few miseTablc 
huta thatched with strawj a jungle, abandoned to water-fowl 
and alligatorst covered the site of the present citadel and the 
course, which is now' daily crowded at sunset with the gayest 
equipages of Calcutta, 

In April 16S6, a new charter w^as granted to the Companyp 
confirming uH their former pri%nlegeSj and further ernpowering 
them to erect courts of Judicature^ to exercise martial law% and 
coin money at a mint of their owm. 

In iGgg the villages of Chiilianuttcc (or CrdcuUa) and 
Govifidpore were granted to the Conipany- Sir Charles Eyre 
was sent out as chief agent in BeagaJ, with instructions £0 
build a fart, tvhich in honour of the reigning monarchy w as 
called Fort Will Lam « Eut at this time EengaJ held the lowest 
place In the scale, and was subordinate to the presidency of 
Madras, in r681 -8a Bengal %vas estaldt.stied a* a diMincl 
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ngeficy^ \vil\i In^tnictiORS to coirtniunicatt immediately with the 
Court of Directors. TJiis nrrangement did not however fast 
long. The chief ageiit^ who had been sent out directly hy tlio 
Court, mifiiTtan^iged alfairs and miacooditcLcd himself j and 
Btuigal accardingty brought back to its old subordination 
to Madras. About the same time Bombay was constitutetl an 
iiidepetidedE settlciucut, and In 1685-B6 tl was erected into the 
clvief seat of British power in the East Indies^ whilst Surat^ 
with a subordinate agent and coundl^ w'as reduced to a factory. 

in the year 1715 the Engtish settlements in Bengal were 
erected into an independent presidency under the name of the 
presidency of Fort William ; and about ten years afterwards a 
mayor^s court was established at Calcutta, which had become 
the chief ptace of our trade in that part of the wortd. 

The records of the Mayor^s court (says Kaye) contain 
some curious illustrations oF the morals and manners of the 
early settlers, and of iFie nativeSi Portuguese and tndiansi who 
clustered round them at Lhe presideucy. The people in whose 
cases thi-y adjuderated were for the most part pubttc qr privato 
servants of the settlers thcmselvcsi or people connected with the 
shipping in the ports. 

The court carried on all kinds of businessn It was at once 
a civil, a criminal, a military and a prerogative court. It 
prticctdcd with reoiarkable promptitude and despalchj from the 
proving of a will to the trial of a murderer i from the settlement 
of a dispute regarding the sale of a slave gitl| to the punishment 
of a drunken trooper or an extortionate witch. Flogging was 
the usual remedy prescribed. It was one of general appIkatioUj 
and fell with the greatest impartiality on all offenders^ old and 
young, male and feznale alike. 

An aUempt was made to levy a duty of 5 per cent, on the 
®aJc of Europeans' houses. A Captain Durand firmly refused lo 
pay the duty unless obliged lo do ^ by decree of the Mayor's 
court But Cxiplain Duraud was not alone in the opposilioD, 
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tfac levy of the duty created tioiveraAl clamour/^ and hence the 
Court in i 75 y thought it advi^ble to relbqui^jli k, '* %vc do 
a£.4ijre you and im courEe all the inhabitants of Calmtta^ that we 
have a tender regard to their ease, and do therefore consent 
tJiai the said duly be laid aside. At the same timej" conttuued 
the Court of Directors in their despatcbi we cannot avoid 
taking ootice of the insolent behaviour of Captain Durand as 
tending to such a contempt of our authoKty as ought never to be 
borne. Your denying him thGrEfDitr the Company's protection 
WAS a vety proper mcasuref more especially aa wre know of 
no licence he has ever had to reside in any place in India/' 
Halweit proposed in Couticil that Captain Durand should get 
twenty4ouT hours notice to leave for HmgLand, though he had 
large concerns in trade ^ but the Council decided that he should 
be sent home with the ships of the season^ At tlws period the 
Company refused to allow Mr, Flaistead, a rdviJ servant, to 
return to Bengal after going on fudDugh to Engfatid, on acroont 
of turbulent temper and unbecoming behaviour, lesseaiog the 
fjovernment in the eyes oi the whole settle me nt/^ 

It may be interestirrg to note the salaires given to the 
covenanted servants of the Company at that time (1757) i— 
Hon'ble Roger Drake^ received jfioo per annum ; 

Chaplain, Rev^ Mr. Cobhe j Senior merchants j£ 40 ; Junior 
mefchanls £30: Faclora £iSl Doctors Writers £s per 

annum. These salaries w'tre paid every six months. All 
ser^^ants, however, bad other per(|uisitest and benee the dday jo 
the receipt of tlieir sabries not so inconvenient Private 
trade was generally indulged in, and this bmught In far more 
profitable returns than tbeir regular alio wan te*. 

The Engibh factory was first founded therefore before the 
year 1690, and a considerable town had sprung up aiound it 
But very few features of old ColcLtlla can be traced in the 
modem city. The sites of some ol the principal buildings are 
known, but only to the anliquarbiiH 
5 
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The oldest of several old epitaphs in Calcutta is, most 
fiUuigty indeed, that of the founder of our " City of Palaces " 
the venerable Job Chamofk, who is succinctly described by 
Orme as a man courage, without military experience, but 
impatient to lake revenge on a Goverainent, from which 
be had personally received the most ignominious treatment, 
having been impriaoned and scourged by the Nawab. Captain 
Hamilton, who was travelling in this country at the time that 
Cbarnock vvas living, says that he was harsh in the extreme in 
hU treatment of the natives, which may be ascribed to the 
sufTeiiogs he had undergone at their hands. 

He coaid net. however, have been very ligOTOUs with alt 
natives; for the bcautifal yoarg Hindoo widow, whom he rescued 
as she was about to become Safi, and appropriated to himself, 
he appears to have tenderly loved whilst living, and according 
to Captain Hamilton, deeply lamented when dead, sacrificing a 
fowl, it b said, at her tomb on every anniversary of her death 
as Tongas he lived, which would appear to show that she must 
have become a Moslem when she was cast out from the pale of 
Hindooism ; and this b likely enough, for the natives prefer to 
belong to any caste rather than to none. Tlie incident alluded 
to is said to have occurred on the banks of the Ilooglily about 
the year 1O78- 

On another epitaph, said to be found several years ago in 
the saute place, on the tomb-stone of '■ Joseph Townshend, a 
Pilot of the Ganges," this romantic episode in the life of 
Charnock is iiia:.‘it <]aaintfy related. Although that tomb-stone 
bears a date subsetjoent to the seventeenth century, the S4th 
June 1738, yet, as it relates to Charnock, and is on the u'hote 
most curious, we ought not to omit it here- The poetic effusion 
for it b in doggrel verse, proceeds in this wise i— 

** rrv ilipfcd my cibtf, niiW*ttiotw, I'm diUppin^ dawn pilh llir ljile| 

I hare my itiliag vhLIg Jr at snfhdr ride. 

And an fair nlWitiiiE, have I put mrt *0 «ee- 

With ricane «bsci«ih*, at linpe. at hfiri mow h(lu »suJ frw* 
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Shanldfir to Jq« my hxty, ideo the croml ilkic i wrd^ I 

Oift wlLIi tlie rrussmilfa, hut do not alr^e wilk thE ed^ I 

Crte* Chirnekckf diB tajsKotd * Unible Lkal Braitmin in two8 

ThE tdll iddiiW fi fninCk J«-i th* littln brawn for y do." 

_f« fjrcKiVc ncirinjf iLitjf | why ia yoQr hidfl id diu^kT 
Kik tr hus fjHr lofi hinn crjta—wbo bUrl^fntd yaata* ^ Whj hjirk ? 

The' morning j^iuk. Ho steady* The arqu^uiiei ta 

t've s^Mitdcd I he D«lcb hUgh Adtnhnri hfJiTi m my liMh lojnd the lea. 

Saundiftf, tcnindlui^ the pai^es—^kudni; dawn niUi ifut tldiv 
Moor me dose hj ChAtnock, nrst to my nUt-hrnwn bridei 
My blessif^ tt^ fCnEdS ot FpirEight— HolwdI, rnj thanks ta you* 

Steady!—We aUmr for HnaeniT LhrOfiagh scud dr Eft* cord and bine/' 

Prrvioiis to 16S4-5 th« tridc of the Company in Bcoe^I had 
Wen subject lo repeated interruptions from the caprice of the 
Viceroy and the macliiiiation^ of liis underfings. The seat of 
the Factory was at Hooghly, then the port ot Bengal, which was 
govemed by a Mafiomedati ofBcer* called the Fou^Jar, who had 
a large body of troops under hh commandr ^nd possessed 
supreme aulliority in the place. The Company's establishment 
xvas thetrforc conrpletefy at hb mercy, and their oflficeni had no 
means of fesislifrg cKactiiyns or resent!ng insult The Court of 
DirectorSj thus tonsCaJitly renntided of the disadvantages of 
their position, naturally became anxious to oblaitt the s^me 
freedom froin interference in Bengal which they enjoyed at 
Madras and Bombay, where Llieir settlements were fortitied 
and the dreumjaeent lands were under their command. They 
accordingly inslructerl their president lo demand of the Nawab» 
and, Lhrovgh tiinii the Great Moguh ^ grant of land whem Uiey 
might establLib warehokises nod erect fortifications. 

Wliik this demand was under considetaHoni Ihe oppression 
of the native government brought roatters to a |ioinl. The 
or contractors, at Cossimbaiar, were a fakb and-a^fialf of 
rupees in debt to the Company's i^ents, ami refused to furnish 
new supplies for the bveslifient without a fresh advarne of 
half a lahh of rupws. Charnock refused lo comply with the 
demaod^ The coulraclurs appealed to the Nawab, who decided 
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in Iheir favor. Chamock however still remained firm ; and a 
very esaggerated repTBseMlatioii was sent to the Emperor of 
Use refractory bctiavioor of the English. All their trade w^s at 
once stopped, and their ships were sent away half empty. 

When intelligence of these evenU reached England, the 
Company cooiraiioicated it to Jamea the Second, and that 
monarch sanctioned their resolution to go to war with the 
Great Mogul, and to establish themselves hy force in his 
dominions. They accordingly sent out a large armament, 
consisting of ten ships, of from ta to jo guns, under Captain 
Nicholson. Six companies of Infantry were sent at the same 
lime. The orders of the DircclOTS were that their officers 
should take and forufy Cbittagong with 200 pieces of cannon, 
and make it the seal of their commerce, and that they should 
march up against Dacca, then the capital of Bengal, and 
capture it—wild ambitious schemes which were never carried 
out, or indeed commenced. 

A part-only of the fleet arrived at Hooghly; but while the 
president iras waiting for the remainder, an affray was caused 
by three soldiers on 28th October [68€, at Hooghly, which 
brought on a general engage me ut, Nicholson bombarded the 
town, and burned 500 bouses, and spiked all the guns in the 
batteries) and the Fotudar begged for an armistice, to gain 
time. During the truce, the Company's officers reflected upon 
their position, in an open towti like Hooghly, and resolved to 
abandon Tt. Instead, however, of obeying the orders they bad 
received from home of proceeding to Cirittagong, they retired to 
Ciuittanuttee, a little below the Dutch factory at Bamagore, 
where they landed on the aoth Novemoer i 636 , and the English 
fl,ig was for the first time planted in the spot destined to 
become the capital of a great empire. 

The history of the subsequent year is obscure, owing to 
the loss of the vessels which took hotne the despalcbes ; but 
wc gather that the Mahooicilan general soon alter arrived 
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at Hooghly with an army, aniJ that (he Company'B agenta 
conslruc^l this inlo a bresu^h of the afroialice, and prsHieedcd 
forthwith to plunder Taunah, and every plate whkh lay 
between it and the inland of Ingrlec, which they Look and 
forlilied. TliouBh our troops began to die by scores of jungle 

fever, on that faUil bland, Charnoch obstinately continued to 

occupy it. Not long after he burned Halasore, and captured 
forty Mogul ships. Notwilltstanding these injunca inflicted on 
the Mahomedan power, Charoock appears to have applied to 
(lie Nawah for an order to re^esLablbh the oiil*factorirs of 
Cossimbarar and Dacca, and for the cession of Oolooberya, 
sixteen miles below Calcutta, and in this be was succeMfid, 

Meanwhile, the Court of Directqra sent out the most 
peremptory prohibitiort of any compromise with the native 
government, and repeated their resolution to maintain the war 
with vigor. They accordingly despatched a hot-headed man, of 
the name of Heath, in command of the Dtfame frigate, «ith a 
hundred and sixty men, either to assist in the war if it 
still continued, or to bring away their whole establishment if 
a truce bad been made with the enemy. Heath arrived in 
i68S, and wiled to Balaaore roads; and though a firman had 
arrived for the re-cstablishmeni of British commefce on a 
favourable footing, he landed his men, stormed the batterie* 
of Balasore and plundered the place. He then embarked the 
whole body of the Company’s servants, and sailed across 
the bay to Chittagong, opened a negotiation with some Rajah 
in Arracan, and without waiting for Uis reply, siuled away to 
Madras, where he landed the whole of the Company’s establish., 
menl. Thus this premature attempt of the Company to obUin a 
looting by force in Bengal, and to maintain their position by the 
terror of their arms, ended in the entire loss of their commerce 
and the abandonment of afl their estahHsbnieiits in the province. 

The year 1737 brought with it a great calamity. The 
GeHittmutii GasttUc of tliit year says” to the o'ght * 1 ^ 
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iiih October t737, there hnppened furiouB hurricane at the; 
month of Lhc Giittgcs, wUtch reached siitty leagues up the river. 
There was at the same rime a violent tarlliqtiake, wliich 
threw dowu a gTEat many houses along the river side; m 
Golgota (j. r.j Calcutta) alone^ a port belonging to the Eng fish, 
two Eiundred houses fverr throwo down, and the high and 
magnificent steeple of the English churrh sunk into the ground 
without breaking. It is coiiipuitcd that 20,000 ships, barques, 
sloops, boats, canoes, have been cast aw-ay ; of nine English 
ships ttien in the Ganges, eight were lost, ami most of the 
crew drowned. Harques of siity tons were blown tw-o leagues 
up into the Und over the tops of high trees; ol fonr Dutch 
ships in the river, three were lost, with their raen and cargoes ; 
300,000 souls are said to have perishedn The water rose forty 
feel higher than usual in the Ganges/^ 

We may note hero some of the focalitLes of ancient 
Calcutta which rfo no-t now eaist^ 

Opposite the Trretla Rijar stood the houso of Mr. G. 
Weston (after whom Weslon^s Dine was named). When be 
lived there in 1740, the house was in the midst of a large 
green* which could have home witness to many benevolent 
deeds by its liberail~-liearted ow'oer* Mtif ^VesEcMi here gavn 
away Rs. 1,600 monthly to the poor with his own hand, and 
at bis death, he left one lakh of rupees as a fund for Ibe benebt 
of the needy* 

tn the ''ConsuTtatioits*" of GovemTnent, dated 2otb Novem^ 
ber J752, the following appears‘—‘^Pefrio's Garden being much 
out of repair and of no use to any of the Covenanted servanLs^ 
aj^r^cd to self it at public outcry on Monday, iitli DecEisiber 
next/" Perrin's Garden, Mr, Long trlls us, seems to have been 
what the Eden gardens are now—the promenade of Calcutta, 
But for Company s servants only! It was sofd to Mr. Rotwell 
for Rs. 2300. 
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The oU Ciovtrnrncnt House al Police Ghat, afler thr 
erection qS the new uhode for the President on the restoration 
of Calcutta from the Mahqmedans, was turned into a Uanksliatt, 
or Marine yard, and at the ghat in front of it, a dockyard was 
construcLed in 1790 for the repair of pilot vemaels j but it was 
2il*^ filled up in 1S08- 

The "Bread and Cheese Bungalow’' is mentioaed in an 
auctioneer’s advcrtlwaicnt, in (8o3. as being " siluattrd in Dlhie 
EnlaJly, Moitfah Sealdah* on the riglit liand side of the road 
leading from Calcutta to Balliaghaut. on the Bfllt water lake." 
On this spot stood afterwards a [lolice clioukcy. The whole of 
the ground now has been taken up by the railway station qt the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 

In f7i7 tt lail stPod on the spot where the Lall Bazar and 
Chitpoor roads cross each other. After the takiiig of Chander* 
nagore, the French prisoners then captured were confined in 
this jail, On the iSlh fJecember, 1757, these pfisoflErs made 
their escape by digging under the walls. As late as the present 
[nineteenth] century the ground near it was used for public 
execution*. 

The burying ground which was situated in the middle of 
the town, was ordered in September 1765. to be no longer used 
45 a place of sepulture, and a new cemetery was chosen m a 
more convenient situation, This was the site on which the 
cathedral or the present St. John’s church was built. Probably 
over 13,000 corpses had been interred iti this burying ground, 
since 169S. 

The old Council House, which stood in Council House 
Btreet, was pulled down in the early part of iSno. 

Hammam Lane or Warm-Bath Unc was somewhere close 
to Clive Street. In this lane was a house, west of the Police 
Office, where were warm-baths, from which the lane took its 


name. 
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Thr apace between the Fort and Chandpal Ghat w&a 
formerly occMpied with the Reapondcntia Walk, and adorned 
wiih tnrca, few of wliicb now reifiain^ 

Wlielcr Place was named after Mr. Wheler^ the Presidenl 
of the Council, iti 1784* and iormed part of what la now known 
as Government Place> West, From it issued a lane called 
Corkscrew Lane, leading to Fancy Lane. 

King^s Bench Walk rati aton^ the Strand, where the Bank 
of Ben^ afterwards stood| it was to the weist of the old fort. 

Theatre Road, [or rather Street] not the present mad of 
that name^ was at the back of Writers^ Buildings, and took 
its name from the Theatre, which ^\ood at the north-w'cst comer 
of Lyon's Range. 

Halber's Street issued from Circular Road, ^me distance 
to the south of where Jaunbazar joins iL 

Ft>rd Street proceeded eastward from Chowringhce* over 
what U now called Sadder Street. 

Pricers Street wm named pmbably after Captain Price of 
the Hon'ble Company's Marino; it led from the Strand some 
distance to the south of the old fort 

Fram ati advcrtiStCnieut ( In a paper of July 179^) of a 
hou?ie to trip we learn that the said tenement was situated in 

Street (fomierly Old Poflt Office Street.) As the latter 
name and street eaiblp and the former name has passed into 
oblivion, we mu^l supposie that the slretH which had been 
diristcned teverted to its old Dame of ** Old Posit 

Oflkrc Street/" 

Omichund's Carden, now TTuTsce Bagan, was the head 
«]uaTters of Suraj-o^doniah in 1757, Omiebund was llie great 
mllllDnaire of his day, who by his indijenee could sway the 
potldcat movetnents of the Court of Moorshedabad. During 
forty years he was the chief coatractor for providing the 
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Company3 invcsLratnts, and realised more than a crore of 
rupees. He lived in this place with more than regal magnlfi^ 
cence- Most of the best hDuies in Calcutta beloiigcd to him. 
to 1757 the ground to the east of Omichund's garden was the 
acene of hard figbtingi when the English troops^ under Clive, 
marched 10 a fog through 5ura|-o-dawlali’f fortified camp. 

Opposite BaitakhanUp Jo the south corner of Sealdah, 
is the site of the house which formed the Jockey Club and 
refreihment place of tlie Calcutta ^portsmen^ when in former 
days they wcot Ugcr and boar huntiiig in the neighbourhood of 
Dum-Dum. 

In r 740 the Mahraltas invaded Bengal. They laid waste 
the country from Balasore to Rajmahal, and finally got 
po^easion of HoogUly; the wretched inhabitanLi took refuge 
in Calcutta^ and the President obtajned permission to surround 
the Compands lands with a ditch* to extend from the northern 
portion of Chultanuttee to Govindpore. The Mahratta Ditch 
was dug in 1743, to protect the English tenitories, then seven 
miles in drrruoiference^ the inhabitants being terrified at the 
invasions of the Mahrattas, who the year before invaded Bengal 
to demand the fourth part of the revenues which they were 
said to be eutitled to by treaty with the native rulera. The 
ditch was commenced at Chit pore B ridge p but was not completed 
AS the panic from the anticipated invasion had subsided. 
By the treaty of 1757 with Mcer Jaffer Ally^ the latter agreed 
to give up to the English ** The Mahratta Ditch all round 
Calcutta, and sis hundred yards all round about the ditch ^ the 
lands to the southward of CalcutLs, as low as Culpce^ shoiiid 
be under the government of the English Company/^ The 
country cm the other aide of the ditch was at that time infested 
by bands of dacoits. When the Marquis Wellesley, whose 
influence gave a great stimulus to the improvement of the 
roads, came to Calcutta, the " deep4 broad Mahrat^ Ditch 
existed near the present Ciicular Road, (t was tbeo 
§ 
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commenced tote filled op by dcpnsitmg the filth of the town in 
it, '*The earth excavated in forming Lhe ditch,” says a writer 
of that day, was so disposed on the inner or townward siilci 
as to form a tolerably high road, along Che margin of which 
ivas ptanted a row of trees, and this conatityted the most 
frequented and fashionable part about town/* Another writer 
stales with reference to this road in 1S02Now' on the 
Circular Road of Calcutta, the young, the sprightly and the 
opulent, during the fragrance of morning, in the chariot of 
kenith, enjoy the gates of recreation/* In 1794 there w^ere 
three housed in its length of three miles. As a mcoiis of 
defence^ tte ditch W'aa worthless, especially with a small 
garrison ; antS for that w^ison, probably, It w as not used by the 
English during fbe attack of Suraj-o-dowlah in 1756. 

Near the Old Court House, or as we should now say, near 
St- Andrews* Church, in the norlh-we^t oomer of Lyon's 
Range, stood the Theatre * which in the siege of 1756 was 
turned into a battery by the invading army, and annoyed the 
fort very much. The theatre wras generally served by amateur 
performeni^ A baU-nyam was attached to the building. 

Asiaticus"* gives us some humorous remarks on the dancing 
there :—^^The English ladies are immoderalcly fond of dancing^ 
an exercise ill calculated for the burning climate of Bengal, 
itnagine to yourself the lovely object of your aJfecUons ready to 
expire w ith beat, every limb trembling and every feature distorted 
with fatigue^ and her partner with a muslin handkefchicf in 
each band employed in the delightful o^cc of wiping down her 
face^ white the big drops stand impearled upon her forehead/" 

Soon after (brahim Khan was appointed to the Govemment 
of Bengal, he lent two invitations to Chamock to return with 

* Ttlis ^ iili lEfTor^ Tin Thibet irbbrk turu«l intu i blllnrf ilKriue the 
Strgt of JJipS ™ ibe Old wliicli it™! at tht S» W* irnrner ul 01 

Buv# Tie CiicuttA TTMutre, "in the N. W enV^er <if tijfnii'a lUngc," wu fU>C 
cffcied uadi 1775. |$« ortick Id Hie SfaHrmm*, October 21, 
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Ui€ Company's cibtabliElimerLt. He ai bngtb accepted the o^cr 
and bndcd at ChuttanuLlee with a large stock of goods ; And 
Ort the a;th April received a firman in which the Ernperot 
(AiinjngzebeJ declared* ^*llmt it had been the gmid forlane ui 
Ihc English to jrepeni of their past irregular proceedings,^* iiid 
that he had given Lhtm liberty ta trade in Bengal without 
interrupticKi. In vl^^ find Charnodc resid.ing in Cbutta- 

nuttee ivUh a hundred ^nldiets^ bat without ekber sforchouses 
or fortilications^ Ha died the oejrt year in January. Hji; name 
is inseparably Associated witli jfic tnefropolis of British Indiap 
which he was accldentaify the InstruincDt of eHlahlkhhg; hut 
there does npt appear to have been anything great or even 
remarkable in His charader. 

On the death of Charnock^ Sir John Oold^borough came 
up frckfit Madras lo ChuLLanuttee^ where he found everything 
in dLsordrr, and none of cbe Company's servants itt Uie factory 
worthy of being enirusu-d with the charge of it. He iherefare 
ratted Mr. Eyre up from Dacca^ and appointed him tlic Chief. 
In 1654*5 the Court of l>irccform gave orders that Chutianntfee 
should be considered ihe residence of their Chief Agent in 
Bengali and dinccted tliat two or iJiree adjoimng villages 
should be farmed^ 

In 1656^7 happened the rebelTion of the Burdwaii Zetnbdar* 
SohTia Sing, and all the dtslricts to the east of the river from 
Miduapore to RajmahaJ, were for a time aftenaied from the 
government of the V^iceroy. Tlie fcH-eign factories were 
threatened with exactions ^ and the French, Dutch and English 
Chiefs solidted permission-td> throw up fortificatcons for their 
own defence. The Nawab gave them a general order to 
provide for their safety, and they eagerly seized the opportunity 
o( strengihcntiiE the works which they had previously 
ererled by stealth. Such n^as the origin of Fort Gustsviis at 
Chinsurah, Fort Wiltiam in Calcutta, and the French fort at 
Chandernagoie^ 
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In s6gS-9 the Chief at Cbuttanuttee received a Nisk&ft or 
order from the Viceroy of Bengal for ** a settle ment of their 
right al ChtitEanuttee, on the ha&ia of which they rented the 
two adjoining villages of Calcutta and Govindport/^ When 
intelligence of this event reached the Conit in London^ they 
ordered that CahtuLL^ should be advanced to the dignity of a 
Presidency ; that the President should draw a salary of Ra. 50o 
a month, with an additional gratuity of Rs. lOo; that he 
should be assisted by a council of four raemhers ^ of whom the 
first ^iKiuld be the AccounUnt; the secood the Warehouse 
Keeper; the third the Marine Purser, and the fourth the 
Receiver of Revenues. It was in this year, and under thia 
new organ! ratio a that the fort^ which had now been completed, 
wais called Fort WUliani* 

An extract of a letter from jiigdea, near Dacca, dated 
l6lh November, ts given in the ** ConsultationH of the 4th 
Ekeemberp 1751 That as the time of the Mugs draws nigh, 
they request us to order the pinnace to be with them by the 
end of next mouth lor the sale conveyance of their cloth, and 
a chest of good powder, with a lanthoro or two.** The Mugs 
were aborigines tnhabicing the hills near Chittagoog. Lihe the 
Highlanders they levied their black mail in their annual raids, 
infested the Suoderbnnd channetsj, and soraetimes extended 
their piracies and pluaderings as far as Budge^Budge. the 
Portuguese were at times their partners in their forays, which 
caused such teifor, that about 1760 a chain was thrown by the 
Calcutta authorities across the river below Garden Reach, to 
prevent their vessels from coming up. 

Commerce seems, notwithstanding the diaadvantagea of 
pofitioD, to have grown up early, and with it the usual 
accompaniment of luxury. In the letters of the Court of 
Oirectori, we find frequent complaints and reprobattoos under 
this head, and in 17251 Mr. Deane, the President, b severely 
reproved for having charged rupees eleven hundred for a 
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chat SC And pair” to the public account, which sum he is orderec! 
immediately to refund. '* If our servants,” say the DirectorSp 
*' will have such superfluities, let thera pay for ibem." 

Despite of reprimands, however, habits of expense 
cootiouedp and in 1731, we find “the foppery of having a set 
of music at his table, and a coach and six with guards and 
running footmen,'^ charged against both the President, and 
" some of inferior rank ; ** and as if this were not eooiigh, it is 
broadly hinted that " wberevrr such practice prevails in any of 
our servants, we shall always expect that we are the paymasters 
in some shape or other.” 

The Court had, in I 7 S 4 * signified to the writers their 
orders that they should " lay aside the expense of cither horse, 
chair, or palankeen during thdr writership”; the writers, 
thereupon, petitioned *'to be indulged in keeping a palankeen 
for such months of the year as the excessive heats and 
violent rains make it impossible to go ofi foot without the 
utmost hazard of their health, which would be subjected to 
many kinds of sickness were they obliged to disuse their 
palankeens.” The Calcutta Government supported their 
petition, which was agreed to. 

fn a despatch to the Court, dated 7th December, 1754, the 
Government note the arrival of several writers, whom they had 
stationed in the offices mentioned by the Court ;—and 
" Agreed ,the despatch continues, ”tbat the servants, 
covenanted, and military olficers be advised of the Company's 
oiders with relation to their due attendance at church, and 
required to give due obedience thereto. Agrttd, that the 
covenanted servants he in future recommended to a frugal 
manner of living and attend the several offices from 9 to is 
in the morning, and io the afternoon when occaskifi be, that 
our business may be more punctually carried on." 





CHAPTER V. 


CALCUTTA BEsmGED, 17S6* 

Asoirr 1742 a Sti3ct«s!$fal reiroluticKt Had placed th«^ vice* 
royalty a\ the great provinces of Bengal, Orts^ap and Behar 
in tlie band^ of a aeccessfinl adventurer, of Afghan race^ named 
AH Verdi Khan, Nominally HiLs ruler held sovereignty under 
the Great Mogul of Ddlii, hut in reality he was an independent 
and absolute monarch; for the Mogul Empire had fallen, never 
to rise again^tta power ivas departedp and the prince who was 
sealed precariously on its throiiep retained only the semblance 
of Toyolty. 

Under Ali Verdi’s auspices the British factors and their 
servants, both at Calcutta and Cossiicrbarar, dwelt in 
prosperity and safety^ All VerdiV being aged and childlessp 
had adopted the son of one of hia nephews^ named 
Mahornedt or Suraj-o-dowlahp who was of a craRy, treacHcroiJS 
and cruel dispositionp traits which soon showed themseK^es after 
the death of Ali Verdi* Ali Verdi's Prime Minister and 
Commandernn-Chief was Meer Jaffer* 

The subordinate government of Dacca had been adminis¬ 
tered by an unde of Suraj-o-dowlabi who had died a short 
time before Ali Verdi Khan. Hb dewati or treasurer, not 
deeming His family or Jib property safe iis Dacca, sent them 
away under the care of hb soiip named Kissendass^ who 
sollctted and found a temporsTy refuge in Calcutta- This gave 
offence to SurajHJ-dowlah^ who endeavoured, but withoyl effectp 
to persuade Ali Verdi Khan that the English were actuated by 
hostile feelings towards Uim. The death of Ali Veidii on the 
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gth April 1756, leaving SaTaf-o-dowlah to pursue his own 
course, he addreased a letter to the Freiident of Calcutta, 
requinug that KUsendass shodJ he delivered up to him; hot 
this ietterf which reached CafeuLta on the J4th April, was 
forwarded in a manner so eat raordi nary as to w^arranL Baipidaii 
of its authenticity* The beareCt disguised as a pedlar^ came in 
a small boatt and on landing proceeded to the hoitse of a nativej 
named Oraiebundp hy whom he was introduced to the British 
authorities* The HritUh Counci] appear, on this account to 
have viewed the alleged communication from Suraj-Owdowlah 
with increased distrusti as a coatHvanee of OmicHund to give 
himself importance^ and the messenger was accordingly 
dismissed withotit an anitwer^ 

On the return of the messenger Suraj-o-dowlah at once 
made preparations to attack the English, and on the 33 nd 
of May 1756, sent 3^000 o-f his EDfdinrs to invett the Fort of 
Cossimbaxar*^ On Lhe ist of June Surai^doirlah himself 
made his appearance before the fort mth 30,000 men. 

Our countrymen were lit prepared to meet his attack* 
They had originally come to Bengal only as mnrchaDtiip and 
their fort was designed for the protection of their commerce, 
not for resisting the power of the princes ol the counlry, to 
whose hanghty sufferance they were indebted for their highly 
prieed right to dwell and traffic in the land* 

But, for w^hatever purpose designed, iheir fort was now 
in disrepair. Arrangcraeiits to restore and strengthen it bad 
been for years under consideration, but bad been frustrated 
by the sickness Of death of the engiaecrs charged with the 
important duty* 

On the 4th June the fort was given op and plundered. 
The snldiers^ who formed the garrison, were fent as prifionefs 
to Moorshedabad. The Resident and another of the principal 
factors were dctaaned as prisoiiers tn Suraj-o-dowUli^s caotp. 
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Among who were eonri^yed to Moocshedftbad| was 

Warren Hastings^ the future Governor GeneraJ of India. 

An order was issued in August, 175 ''to cut down all 
the old trees and underwood in and about the town of Calcutta, 
and reserve them till Mr, Robbins" arrival^ as we judged this 
would be a great saving to your Honors [the Court of 
Directora] tn the article of firewood for burning bricks,** Mr* 
Robbins was sent out to complete the fortificaiionSi w^hicH the 
Court were very anxious abouL as they apprehended an attack* 
for in Calcutta they bad scarcely a gnn Enounted^ or a carriage 
lo mount it on. There were only joo firelocks fit for service, 

Tn 1753 the Court sent out fifty-five piecea of cannon, 
eighteen and twenty-four pounders, which were never mounted, 
and which were lying near the walls of the fort^ when the siege 
began. The bastions of the fort were smaU^ the curtains only 
three feet thick, and served as the outward wall of a range of 
chambers, which with their terraces, were on all sides overlooked 
by buildings outside within a hundred yards; and there was 
ncilUer ditch nor even a paJisadc to interrupt the approach of 
an enemy. None of the cannon mounted were above g 
pounders, most were honeycombed, their carriages decayed and 
the ammunition did not exceed 600 charges. 

The very year before the tosa of CaJeuttat Captain Letgb 
Jones, the captain of the Train—in other wordsi the com¬ 
mandant of the Artillery—pointed out the ruinous stale of the 
fortifications, and urged their being repaired, but no iteps were 
taken liil ihe eoemy was at the door. The gartisofi was totally 
unprepared for a siege when the first guns of the Nawab*s 
army, fired at Penng's Point at Chit pore, anuouiiced I be 
approach of his overwhelming host ; and though the provisions 
in the Fort were barely sufficient for its small garrison and that 
only for a abort periodi more than sis tbousand ol the inhabit- 
ants of Calcutta, iucludifig se^'eral hundred Portuguese women, 
were admitted into it. Of the five military officers in the 
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garrisotip Cuptain Buchanan was the oalj one that had any war 
eicpeiicnce. He exhibited the most undaunted spirit ihrougjiaut 
the sicgei and at Last perished in the Bbclc Hole. 

Such was the condition of the settlement when tills 
unexpected danger threatened it. A considerable number of 
civiUanSj of all raoksp hastily volunteered to bear arms. The 
senior members of Goverpment took the post of field-officers, 
and eyen the Rev. Mr. Mapletaftjp the ChaplaJpj rendered 
himself useful as a Captain-Lieutenants Tlie junior members 
of the serrice served in the ranks, and the obstinate defence of 
the place duKng Che 19th and aoth June^ which so greally 
exasperated the Nawab, b to be ascribed to their extraordinary 
valoiir. 

On the 9lh June, 17561 Stiraj-o-dowlah commenced hb 
march towards Calcutta, with a force, it is said, numbering; 
from 50,000 to 70^000 men. The garrison at Fort VVilliam 
numbered only 264 men, and the inhabitants, forming a uiilida, 
were only 250—in all 514 meu, while of these only 174 were 
Europeans, and of such not ten had seen any active service- 
Assistance was sought from Madms and Bombay^ and the 
French and DutcJi from Chaiidemagorc and Chinsurah were 
also solicited to join them in the defence of a common cause. 
The Dutch positively refused, and the French advbed the 
English to repair to Chandernagorep in which case they 
prombed them protection. 

On the i3ih June a letter from Surai-o-dowlah's bead spy 
to Omichund was Intercepted, in this fetter the rich Hindoo 
merchant was advised to send his effects out of reach of danger 
as soon as possible, which confirming the suspicions that were 
already entertained of OmichundV conduct, he was immediately 
apprehended and put under strict confiaemeEit in the Fort, At 
the same time Kbsendasp^ who had been Omidiund's guest, was 
brought Into the Fort* 

2 
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On Ibe i^ih June^ early in Uie momidg^ tidings arrived of 
the near approaczh of Suraf-o-dowlah's army ^ opoa which lbe 
greater part oE the native inhabilant^^ Bed in terror, and others 
%vith their wive^ and children, and a]] lEie English women^ then 
in Calcatta, took n-fuge tn the Fort. At noon the army appeared 
in sight, and cominenced the attack upon the devoted town- 

The Nawab invested the place on the monaing of the iStli 
JunEj and before night all the outposts wet?c m his Handst and 
his troops were enabled to approach within musket shot of the 
Fort, The assault on Calcutta lasted three days. The defence 
was cooducted with great bravery* but the overwhelming 
oofobers of the enemy rendered success hopeless. Happily 
there was at the time an English ship and seven smaller vci^ela 
in ihe river- 

A council of war was held, when it was decided to send 
ihe ladies away lo the Dada/^^ together with the Company's 
money and bocks. As that vessel was likely to be over- 
crow'ded, Mr, Hof well olfered his own snow^ the on 

which four of the ladies embarked. 

The cDuiici] of war conthiited to sit till 4 in the morning. 
At the President Mr Drake* Mr. Mackett, a member of 
CDuncll, Cominandant Minchtn and Captain Grant fled to the 
ships, leaving their companions to the mercy of an infuriated 
enemy. The flight of the President and the military officers 
became the signal for a general desertion. Crowds hastened 
down to the river, and each one leaped into the hrst Iwat lie 
could find' and in a few momenta every boat of every 
descripLion was gone. 

Messrs. Manningham and Frankland* two of the meoibers 
of councilr n^vre the first lo set the example of flight. On 
pretence of accompanyrng the ladles, they went on board the 
_of whkii they were part awnerSp and from which they 
never re tamed. Their master's papers and cash wore l^lt 
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beliind — for want of coolies ; tliough cooties were easily found 
to convey olHer packages on board, wtiich. were reasonably 
supposed to betuiig to the owners. 

It was afterwards delernrinedj in a general council, tbat the 
garrison should abandon the Fort and make their escape to the 
ships the ocxt evening. But in the meanwhile many of the 
native boatmen deserted, and when it was proposed to ship off 
the native women and chUdren, att order w'as lost among the 
alTrighted muttitude, and the remaining boats were over-crowded, 
several upset, and numbers of the haptesa fugitives were 
drowned, while such as managed to reach the shore, were 
either murdered, of made prisoners by tlic soldiers of Suraj-o- 
dowtah, who had taken possession of all the houses and 
enclosures on the bank of tite river. The ships too had slipped 
and 010ved to Govindpore, three miles lower down the river. 

The gentlemen itr the Fort, thus abandoned by their 
superiors, and their retreat cut off, held a council, and selected 
Mr. Holwtfl as their Chief. The ga.rrisf)ii made the most 
vigorous defence of the fort during the tQth, and till 10 o clock 
on the fore noon of the noth, when it was found that of 170 
men who had been kit, a 5 were killed and 70 wounded ; that 
all were exhansted with fatigue, and that the Fort itself wm 
■o longer benahle. Mr. Holwell, therefore, determined to 
capitulate. In sheer helplessness, they surrendered themselves, 
and that evening were all mercilesriy thrust into a stogie ill- 
ventilated room, eighteen feet sq^uare, for confinement through 
the sultry night. VVheo the morning came, the dgor was 
opened, but, out of one hundred and forty-sia^prisoners, twenty* 
tour only were living. The rest had expired in the agonies of 
suffocation. 

All the ladle* to the settlement Kad been embatked, save 
one, a very fine eguntry-bom lady," as Holwcll tallfi lu-r, the 
wile of Mr. Carey, an officer of one of the ships, who refused 
to quit her husband, and ivhen the town was captured, resolved 

' Is- ’7 
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tp accpTnp^ny tim into the prisop of the Black Holcj, from Tvlitch 
5 he drawn forth in the mornings 3 J% emaciated widow, She 
was taken by force to the Nawab's camp, and it is said, she 
remained seven years in the seraglio ; but this assertion needs 
proofs She lived to he the East survivor of the Black Eiole 
prboners. She died in the year iBdl 

The Black Hole, of Fearful rneiiioryp was a room above 
ground, ordinarily used aa the garrison lock-up; it was entirefy 
closed up on two sides, on the third was a door leading Into Llie 
barrack, and on the fourth two small barred windows opening 
into a verandah; its superhcial area appears to have been about 
250 square feet, and it barely afforded standing room for the 
146 persons packed into it by order of Suraj-o-dowlah. 

Tliosc w^bo escaped from the besieged factory^ lay ''on 
board a few defenceless ships at Fultah, the most unwbole^orne 
spot in thft countryr about twenty miles below Calcutta, and 
destitute o\ the common necessaries of life;^’ but by the 
assistance of the French and Dutch, and privately by the help 
of the natives, who sold them all kinds of provisions, they 
supported the horror, of their situation till AugusL Then two 
hundred and forty men came from Madras. But evil still 
before them. Dlseaise, arising from "bad air,bad vieaLher^ and 
confinement to tJie ships/' with tlie want of proper supplies 1 
oow broke out, and swept off almost ail the military and 
many of the inbabitatits. ** 

WTicn the English quitted the fort, they remained for 
$everaJ mptiths on board of the ships at Fultah. Some nf the 
provLfiems were supplied by NobokisstRi at the risk of his life, 
35 the Nawah had prohibitedi under penalty of death, any one 
supplying the English with provisions. Wafren Hastings, 
taking Into consideraUoii this noble conduct of Nobokbsen in 
the lime of pressing need, made that native hts moonsliee, and 
ctevated him aud bis family In rank and station. 
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In Ihtt Government Proceedinga of the 14^^ February, s 7 S 7 p 
wc find the following accounts of eapenscs of the European 
refugees from Calcutta on board the vessels anchored off 
Fultah ; — " (i) Bill for allowances for the inhabitants on board 
from I St October to 3 lat December, at Rs. 50 per mensem each, 
amounting to Rs, 1,708-5*3. (a) BUI for diet expenses of ditto, 
for part of September, Ra. 141. (3) BUI for diet of ditto on board 
the Dragon sloop, from abtb July to 26tb September, Rs. 364. 
(4) Note for wine, &c., for the use of the sick, Rs, 33 ^-'* 

For half a year after this horrible catastrophe, there was 
little left besides tbc blackened ruins of the Fori and factoiy 
buildings, to show how a company of adventurous Engtishracn 
had made an abortive attempt to settle on the fertile plains of 
Bengal, and to establish comnienriai refalions between their own 
distant island and the natives of Northern India. A large 
native town remained, which had rapidly grown up around the 
factory i but it was Suraj-o-dowlali’a resolve to wipe out all 
traces of British occupancy from the country over which be ruled. 

In a letter from Give to the Court, dated 36th July 1757, 
we learn that “ Mons. Law and his party came rlown as far as 
Rajmahal to Suraj-o-dowlah’s assi-stance, and were within three 
hours' march of him, when He wa-s taken j as soon as they 
heard of his misfortune, they returned by forced marches and 
passed Patna, ” Mons, Law was Chief at Chandernagore. who, 
with Bussy, had promised Sura]-o-dowlah their aid against the 
" perfidious " English, 

How little were the strange issues of these dismal events 
foreseeir. Intrepid Britons soon came with Admiral Watson 
and Colonel Clive from Madras, to tbc succour of those of their 
countrymen, who had escaped destruction, Vicloiy attended 
the little army whithersoever it advanced, and before the 
anniversary of the unhappy siege came round, Calcutta had 
been triumphantly re-taken, the battle of Plassey had been 
won, and the throne of the Nawab was occupied by a parusao 
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of the English. By those who had been his own cTEAtureSj the 
fugitive tyrant was put to deathi while Lite British obtained 
that firm footing and that ana of power in Bengal, which 
speedily led to tJieir ackimwledged aapriiraacy there. In short, 
the foundaUona had been laki of that great Indian empire, 
vvhose growth has been as marvellous as its beginning. 

Near the site of the Black Hole, an obelisk, 50 feet high, 
was erected by Mr. Holwell, and the other survivors, but the 
mfinument was polled down by order of the Marquis of Hastings 
id i§T9, some assert, on the ground that it was inexpedient to 
pt-rpelaate the memory of the diaaster;^ bat the most iikeiy 
reason was to make room for the Custom House. The exact 
site of the dungeon cannot apparently now be determined ] but 
according to HolweIVs aarrative, it roust have been to the 
south of the east gateway and near the south-east bastion. 
Reinembering the now ascertained position of the Rorthem 
limits, and of the known length of the eastern wall of the old 
fort, this would place it between Lbe Custom House and the 
new Post Office, and clone to the road at tlw north-east corner 
of Dathousie Square.* 

In the course of making the excavations requisite for the 
foundations of the East Indian Railway offices, a very irtertst- 
ing discovery was made, which removes any doubt there may 
have been as to the position oi the northern limits of the old 
fort of Calcutls. The original Fort Williain, built in 169a. and 
named after the then reigning monarch, was situated on the 
bank of the Hooghly, and extended from the middle of Clive 
Street to opposite the northern end of the Lall Diggee. This 
can only be correct on the supposition that Clive Street, in those 
days, comprised the road from Hare Street to the sit* of the 
present Bonded Warehouse : for it is now clear that the northern 
wall of the fort ran along what is at present the southern 

^Ln thli ctmnwrtiiJft ■* mnd $k£ MatA lia£|h A ^ 







JOHN COMPANY. 


55 


Mdc of Fairtk and ikat the fordficaliDnai by wholly Ko 

the southward of what is now the south end of CEive Slreel. 

The pqrtjan of the old entrenchment which was laid barCj 
was evidentJy the north-west bastion, and corresponds id 
shape and bearingf with this corner of the wails as sho;vn 
in an old map and picture of Cakutta in 1756* given in 
Orme's Hjnd&aaUn- According to this and other avaSInUe 
autborkies> the Fort was aro yards long, ion yards broad at 
its nortbem, and no at its southerri end, having a gateway 
lit iu eastern and western W'aMs, and a bastion at each Comoro 
the cast gateway exactly faced the ro^d ninntng 111 front of 
Writers" Buildings, which^ with its conttnuationp Bow £arat 
Street^ appears to have been caJled the avenue leading to Uie 
eastward." When, in iSi^t the okl rqrt was dismantled to 
make roam for the Custdan House^ its walls were found so 
hard as to defy pickaxe and crowbar^ and render gunpowder 
necessary for their demolition. This statement is fully cqn^ 
firmed by the toughness of the old tnasoniy lately opened opj, 
and Kolwetl describe a the mortar wdiich was used in U as n 
composition of hrick-duat, lime, molasses^ and hernpi a cement 
as hard as stooe/* 

On the 33rd December, 1819, some workmen employed in 
pulling down an old building contiguous to the Banksbailp and 
** immediately oppoBite Mr, Hare the watchmakers shopp*^ 
discovered a large collection of bayoneU- They were first 
Been on breaking ilown the masonry which filled a doorway 
on the north side. There w’as no other entrance to the place 
in which they were found, it tvas hlockect up by w^alls on 
three sides. The fmirtli wallr to the west, however was not 
carried up to the roof, and left a space of about three feet. 
Through this openings it was supposed that the bayonets must 
* have been throw'Op apparently in a hufry^ as they were heaped 
up in a very confused manner. They were of all shapes and 
sizes, and though covered with rust^ many of them bad the 
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Company's mark atilt visible. The ft urn her thus discovered was 
upwards of la.oool Lfndemeath the bayoneU were several 
cooking utcnaik, articles ol household furniture and oyster 
shells, and also auction advertisements and tavern bills, dated 
1795, Ttcr inystrnQua cirtum stance g^vc rise to various 
caniectures^ feat nothing definite was come to. 

West of St. John^s Church,, to the premises aftenvards 
occupied hy the Stamp and Stalicmery Committee^ was formerly 
the old Mint, where the Comptiny coined its rupees from 1791 
to 1832. The treaty permitted the Company to establish a 
mihtp from which the first coin was issued on the x^th August^ 
1757- The coins were, however, struck in the name of the 
Emperor of Delhi. It was not till the reign of WiULam fV^ that 
the Company commenced to strike rupees with the King's head 
and an English inscriprionr On the site of and previous tn the 
building of the old Mint, stood in 1790 the flourishing ship¬ 
building establishment of Gtllets. Before the erection of the 
Mint the coinage was eiecuted by contract at PullaJi by Mr, 
Prinsep, who cammenced the coinage In 1762. 
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CALCUTTA RESTORED—]75S, 


RgBLJtLDING OF THE CfTV —RESUMPTION OF TRADE- 

Abo or twenty tnilea from Calciittap in a straig^ht line* as the 
crow flies, but fifty miles by water, lies FillUh. Ordinarily a 
place of little notcj except that it was the general station far 
Dutch shipping, it was la 1756 raised to temporary importaiice 
as the rendezvous of the sruail English fieet that Had escaped 
from Calcutta, and the city of refuge for subse^jucnt English 
fugitives* Here, in guarded dwellings, were the English women 
wdin bad been rescued from the fort, and also the gTE?ater 
number of the small remnant of giiJFerers from the Black Hole 
tragedy^ Here also were the agents of the Company from the 
subordinate factories of Dacca, Jugdeea* and Ratasorc, who on 
the first alarm of danger had escaped from the factories to the 
protection of the fleet. 

It was Colonel Clive to whom was entrusted the recovery 
of the lost powessions of Uie English in Bengal 5 and early in 
October, 1756, a naval and mUitary armamcfit—the former 
commanded by Admiral Watson^ and the latter consisting of 
nine hundred English and fifteen htindred native soldiers, sailed 
from Madras for Calcutta. The squadron consisted of five ships 
of war. It did not however reach FuJtah before the middle of 
December. 

it was not long before tnensurea were anauged for the 
retaking of Calcutta, and the fleet pushed forwaid. Budge- 
Budge was captured^ and w ben the ships arrived off Calcutta* a 
pajiig had stricken the General of Suraj-cKdowlah; 10 that ho 

I 
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fled with the grcAtrf portion of hh troops to Hooghly, Tlsiiher 
he was parsaed. Hooghly ivas taken: Cliandernagore also; and 
the vktotious Clive then inarched over to Plaasey, ivhere with 
3.000 JTien^ of whom only 650 W'Cfe British soldiers^ he met and 
conqi^ered the hosts oF Suraj-o-dovvlaH+ Thus ended the baUie 
oF PlasacVt which delivered the Englbh in Bengal from an 
ynreajonable and tyrannical oppressor^ and transferred to their 
bands the reins ol government over a widely extended and yet 
spreading empire. 

The arrival of a French fleet with large remforcements of 
tnilitaty on the coast in Julfp 175.% caused much consternation 
among the English residents in Calcutta^ and various plans 
were proposed for dcFending the setllemenf against any attempt 
to take the place. Captain Brohier, who had charge of the 
hull cling of Fort William^ wished to sink ships and place a 
hoom across the stream at Cal pee, to prevent the French coming 
lip the river, A selecl committee, that had been appointed to 
consider the subject, recommended " that five boats should be 
prepared, to be filled with combustibles in order to bum their 
ships in case they advanced tap the mcr| that the pagoda at 
Ingelee should be washed black, the great tree At that place 
cut down, and buoys removed or their positions altered. The 
master attendant and Captain Brohier were accordingly ordered 
to purchase boats and materials for the above mentinned 
purpose, and to prepare everything for the execution of the 
scheme in case of an enemy's fleet advancing up the river/^ 

Fort William ivas begun by Lord Give alter the battle of 
Plasi?ey in 1758, about a mile to the southward of the old fort, 
on the site of a thtirk Foreit and two villages, the inhabitants of 
which had been induced to aeUle in Calcutta by the Seths, a 
wealthy mercantile family. Where the splendid houses of 
Cbownnghee now stand, a miserable villagei surrounded by 
marshy pouls, eiistcd in 1717 ^ and even in 1756, when Suraj-o^ 
dowlah took the place, only seveuty houses were iohabiiedby 
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Englisbmcd. Tbe citidel of Fort Wiliiam coat two raiHi&iis 
sterling ; but h is on m great a scale, that a garrison of 
men is required for its dcfchsre. U la built in ihe lortn of an 
□cUgon, and is fortified according to Vanhan'a a^^teoi j three of 
the Fronta, hoH^tver. which arc turned towards the Hooghly to 
CDTumatid the dver^ deviate from the regular forni. The five 
regular sides are inland^ llie bastions have all verj sulient 
anllons behind which retire clrcuhir flanks ; the moat is dty^ and 
has a lunette in the middle, but it can be laid under water by 
means of two sloices. In front of every courtine is a ravelin^ 
the faces of which mount twenly-siiL pieces of heavy artillery. 
The demi-bastions on each side are covered by a counter-guard, 
the faces of which are likewise defended by twenty six guns, 
fn the interior of the citadel are bomb-pmof barracks, the 
arsenah and the mngarines. The garrison consists of two 
European reginients, one of sepoy s, and a few tom panics of 
artillciy^ because the priticipaf statiipn is at Bamckporei 
thirteen miles distant, where there are y.poo mta. The nri^nal 
contains arms for Bo.cmjo oieiJ. Close to it some works have 
been ercctcdt by means of which the whole may be Iwd under 
water in a very short time. An artesian well was begun some 
years ago, but afterw'ards abandoned. In boring this wdl^ the 
bones of dogs were ilbcovcrcd at the depth of 150 feet f 

In consequence of advices that Morts^ Lally had des¬ 
troyed the houses of Fort St. David, had set fire to and 
damaged the houses at the Mounts and was inlundtng ibe 
de-stniction of Black Town had he not been prevented by the 
arrival of troops from Cafeutta^ the autharrtira at the head of 
the Govemnirnt of Bengal immediately ordered the demolittoa 
of the ** wharf^p magaxlneti and houses, both public and privatei 
at Chandemagofe*"^—and they were at once destroyed^ with 
the exception the houses oF a few indigent widows^ wbicli 
w^ere permitted to remain untouched- Thb was done in 
December^ 1758. 
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Ffstn thi^ pijriai, rapidly increased In extent and 

populnHon. In 1798 the nutnber al housed ivas 78^760, and 
papulation betweeti 6 and 7 dO|0<»o« 

EuropeaFi residences were at first collected around the otd 
Fort-f but| as confidetice g;rew stronger, ** garden houses" sprung 
up in the suburbs^ and the area of tbe toivn was enlarged* The 
thatched huts of the nativ'es composed most af the streets^ and 
accidental and Incendiary fires annually produced wide spread 
devastatjon amongst thetn^ In March, ■7&0, tio fewer than 
fifteen thou&and straiv houses" were thus destroyed; and a 
hundred and nineteen persons perished m the conflagration. 
Famines were also frequent and frightfully dcstriicfiv'Ct One 
which extended over 1770 and 1771 was Ihe most terrible tti 
its consequences, but others of shorter dnratian occasioned 
tinspeakabrie suffeiing. In 1788 it was necessary 10 give daily 
allowance to upwards of twenty thousand starving people in 
Calcutta, whilst the crowds of those who surrounded the dty 
and lined the roads to it, exhibited a scene of misery and 
wretchedness which words could not paioi or tongue express. 
''So ftimiermis/" says the Citicufia of October 9th, 

1783, "are the wretches, who daily expire on the roads leading 
to Calcutta, that there is scarcely a sufficient number of men of 
the Ilarj caste to cair}- the bodies away before they turn putrid 
and infectious/* The CkronjcU proceeds,—"Some more decent, 
and less shocking manner should be practised in carry'ing the 
dead bodies to the river instead of that now in use. Sometimes 
they are loosely fiung across a bamboo^ and frequently tumble 
off on the way* At other Uihesi the feet and hands are tied 
logctheri and in this shocking and indecent manner the bodies 
are carried naked through the streets." 

The European residents were always generous in aiding such 
suffetetSp but tt was often declared that the opufeot natives 
seenied to be utterly regardless of the w oes of their miserable 
countrymen, jud gave only when supcrstilion extorted what 
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phiUnthnopy would not yield, TTic fnost revolLing pracUceA of 
HtnduiAtti Vp’erc unbUAhingly exposed to public view* The 
editor of one of the oewspapera complams, in October^ 
that be had Jiist s^en about fifty Sanyasis parading Uie Atreeta 
of the city^ all utterly naked. Widows were burned aiive with 
the bodies of their husbandSf clnjse to the city ; and there was 
reason lo believe that, now and then, the bloody goddess Kafi 
was propitiated by a human saenhee at the celebrated shrine in 
the aoEilh^aatern anhurb^ from ivhich, most probably^ the city 
takes its name. The police reguhiions m those early days 
were very ineibcient. DacoitSp tho&c red-handed robbers, who 
mthlessly conibined most cruel aUocitles with destructive 
pillage^ abounded in many districts of Bengal, both on land 
and upon the rtvers ; and the consternation their daring exploits 
produced I was fell in Calcutta itselh 

On a pLatform erected to the south-wext of Cooley Baxaji 
(which was once an extensive MuBaJmaii burial ground \ 
Nundco-marr once Dewan to the Nawab of Moorshedabad^ was 
executed dd the 5th August, 1775—the first Brahmin hanged by 
the English ia India. The exciteuiEnt caused by hb death wai 
so great among the HjndooSi that it was supposed that the lives 
of the judges would be attempted by the infuriated mob* 

If Clive or Admiral Watson were to revUit the banks of 
that riyerp which more than a century ago they passed up with 
the few ahips and smalt handful of fighting men, which paved 
the way for the conquest of Hiiidoostan;^ tliey would out-do 
Dominie Sampson in their hearty exdafiiilions of "Frodigioiifi! ** 
Where erst were to be seen a few Gengalee fishermen or boat^ 
men, mending their rrets or cleaning their cooking pots, is now 
a broad and level Toadi covered, at cventidej by hundreds of 
Carriages and horsemen. No sooner does the setting tun linge 
the western hoKioni than all the English resident! in Calcutta 
thfow^ open their doors and windows^ make a hasty toilet and 
sally fortb^ in carriage or on horseback, to enjoy ihc evening 
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afr* The Coui^ is crowded with ycbklcs of everjf description ; 
one marvels wbo all iho-ic people are that own theac hundreds 
of carriages. 

The first impression made on the mind of the stranger is« 
that there tnu.st be an coormoy s number of wealthy in habitant s 
in Calcutta. But the equipage isj in reality, no aort of index to 
the woridiy po^ssessions of the owner. \t may let yoUj perhapSj 
into the secret of a man's vanity “certainly not of his income. 
Some of the most pretending rqnipages on the Course arc 
spotted by people belonging to the second claaa of society— 
respectable personages enough no doubt, and [>eradventure, nnt 
much given to showbut the ii^ife and the daughters must have 
their britska or barouchtj though they do pinch a little at home 
to maintain it, and on the Course at leasts the wife of the 
iincQvenantecl subordinate inay jostle the ladjr of the bead of 
the office. When we consider how tnucb U often sacrificed 
to support the dignity of a carrLige and pair—how inudi 
substantia! comEort is throwri aside to make room for this little 
bit of oatentation—that the equipage is with many, Me thing 
Erom which they derive much ol their importance—we soon 
cease to wmnder at the formidable array of conveyances which 
throng the Course every evenings and present a scene* whichp 
as one of dally occurrcncej has not perhapsjts pardkl in the 
world. 

So powerless were the Endian autharrlJes to punish natives* 
that on the occasion of eleven lascarsp the crew of one of the 
Campany's vessels, having risen on the captain and killed him 
cm account of hb bad usage of them, in October, i754t the 
Government " dreaded a war with the Nawah ghouid they hang 
MnsoImanSp^* and therefore referred the matter to the Court of 
Directors* detain in g the culprits in prboiii ^ to be produc cable 
at any rime, if aickness do not take them out of the world.*' 

Some German ships being expected in ScptembeTi T7S4t 
orders were issued to ail the pilots in the riverp prohibiung 



HONORAuBLE JOHN COMPANY. 


&3 


them takbg charge of tbem^ ar of any vMek not belonging 
to powers already established in India; they also advised the 
Court that " ciotbing shall bo wanting oti our part Iq put any 
obstacle we can devise In their way.'* 

A suiti o! Rs. 338-fi-g was p?iid to Messrs* Wells and DraJee 
on account of expenses of tlic fordbcaliotis at Bagbazar for 
the motith of Decemberp 1754 '' This redoubb says Mr Long* 
defended by sixty Europeans and nativcSi repulsed with loss the 
Nawabk ariny on the i6Lh JunCt 175&- 

The Company, in 17551 began to resist the nnwarrantahle 
assumption of authority which the Rainh of Bordwan often 
exercised over Compatiy''s servanli. This was mantfested in an 
affair which occurred in the beginning of 1755- An EoropeBiii 
named Woodp had obtained a iivarrant of sequestration 
against the Rajahk by virtue of which he had 

sealed up the Rajah^s house and effects in Calcutta. Upon 
which the Rajah stopped the Company's bosines^R in aJl the 
districts of the Burdivan Raj* The Company therefore sent a 
remonstrance to the Nawab^ and requested that a proper 
reprimand shouEd be administered to the Rajah of Burdwan 
This the Nawab duly administered, and the f^toppage of the 
trade ivais removed. 

One of the earliest works that treat of Calcutta., is**The 
Genuine Memoirs of Asiaticus/* writted by Philip SUnhope, 
an officer of the 1st Ecgiment of Dragoon Guards* which w as 
published lO London in 1785. Stxnhope came to [ndla tn 1774, 
he touched at Madras and then proceeded lo Calcutta. It was 
the time when the kmia was in vogue. He says—Even the 
writer^^ whose salary and perquisites scarce amount to ^ 

year, contrive to be atteoded, wherever they go, by their 
hardat^i or servant whose duty it is to replenish the with 

the necessary ingredients, and to keep up the fire with his 
breath. Butj exlravag^tit as the English are in their 
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their and their yet all this Le absolute parsimonyi 

when compared to the espense-i of a seraglio—a luauiy 
which only those tan enjoy whose rank in the service efatules 
them lo a princely income^ and whose harem, like the state 
horses of a monarch, is tonsidered as a netes&ary appendage 
to eastern grandeur. ** 

The village of Chitpore, a little beyond the junttton of the 
Circular Canal with the river at the north-eastern extremity of 
Calcutta, appears to have been in existence mom than three 
hundred years ago- It was then written Cliittrupoorj and was 
noted for the temple of Chittresume Dabee^ or the goddess of 
Chittm^ knonm among Europeans as the temple of This 

was the spot where the largest number of human sacrjllces 
were offered to the goddess in Bengal before the establLihment 
of the British Government. The most conspicuous object at 
Chitpore is the house and garden of the Nawabj Tuhower Jung* 
This was the original residence of the Chitpore Ma^vab, as he 
was called. Mahmcd Raja Khan, to whom the whole administnt- 
tion of Bengali civih ciiminal and revenual, Avas entrusted for 
several years after the Company had ohtained the Dewaoee, It 
was to this house that the Nawab was brought a prisoner in 
1771^ by the peremptory^ orders of the Court of Directors, when 
they suspected that he had made the interests of the country 
and the Company subservient to his own. After he arrived^ 
and was lodged in his awn house under a guards the mernbeni 
of counctl actually tlebated on the mode in which the object of 
their master's diapleasure should be received^ and the majority 
decided on deputiug one of their number to do him honor ! 

There being no proper places for the public offices, it was 
proposed in the CcHsaftaJCjuMi, " of the 32nd JuDe* 1758. and 
agreed^ "to purchase the dwellingi bouse of the late Mr. 
Richard Court, and appropriate it so such purpose; in w'hich a 
room should be set apart as a Council Chamber.Thk bouse 
was situated in the street called after it Coutidl House sttceti 
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The Diamond Harbour Road was lined with trees from 
Kiddcrporc to Bursea, This road was thirty-nine milmf in 
length, while the river route was fifty-six. li must have been of 
great convenience for trafEc^ when cargo-hdats occupied from 
five to seven days in taking goods from Calcutta to Diamond 
Harbour; and when ships were accustomed to take three weeks 
beating up to Calcutta from Diamond Harbour 

It may be interesting to know what was the rate of taxation 
in Calcutta in tSiOp and for some years previoua to thatp when 
no niunidpal bodies existed^ (i) Dwelling houses of every 
deftcriptioti f not shops ), five per cent, on the annual rent^, or 
estimated rent when occupied by the proprietors; (a) shops or 
houses occupied as shops, ten per cent, on annual rent; {3) no 
lax on empty houses* (4) M religtous edifices exempt from tax. 

An extraordinary project^ was in 17S9 in agitation by the 
Frcnchi of proceeding to India through Eg}'pl i and a very 
fannidable expedition w^as said to he preparing in the Mediter¬ 
ranean, to answer at dnee the purposes of science and com^uest 
and of which the object was to strike a forTnidahle blow against 
Ehe English in fndia« The following is one among the most 
remarkable passages in an article on this subject cDoUined in 
the Redaefrur^ signed Barhault Royerit is only in the 
absolute min of its power (of England in India) that we can 
crush this superb rival; so long as Britain shall dispense the 
treasures of Bengal,, what fotdgn power can be insensible 1:0 
the seducing inBuence of its wealth ? W^at means Is there to 
prevent the rupees of Orissa purchasing the per Tidy of kings, 
of stimulaUng thtrlr leagues, and sub»idUmg their hungry 
battalions ? It is by yoiting our efforts in concert, and striking 
at the very source of their riches. Europe and Asia must 
resound with the same blows. India must be subjugated by 
crossing the waves of the Red Sea, and our conrjucst in the 
East must extinguish the hope of our enemy of repairing id that 
quarter the wreck oI its tbrooc in Europe. '* 

9 
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Fart MairfborDy^li wai a place oF iotne importftoce a.t ih\% 
tiioe^ t K795}' fartiJfipd by twa huodred Bcpqy^ acid a 

complete tompasiy of ArtUkry. War with France had been 
declared^ and it wai feared that that nation would pounce down 
with her navy on the Indian coloiuea of England : perhapa that 
wa^ the principal reason for the above arenament 

Afifaira in Europe being ^ery critical^ England being 
threatened with invasion by Fraoct, for which the targe Rotillm 
and naval force was in rapid pnogresrs, several of the wealthy 
inhabitants at home were stirred up in their loyal feelings 
towards their sovereigti and their country, to contribute nobly 
to the iupply of pecuniary means for the defence of their 
country. Up to the (st Marchi 179a, a million and-a^half had 
been received at the Bank of England, and contribMtioiis w^cre 
pouring in ftam all parts of the country. 

When the news of this liberality on the part of the 
citiseas of London and of the country reached India, the loyal 
inhabitants of Cmlcutti at once convened a public tueeting lor 
the purpose of eRpressingin an bumble and dutiful address to 
His Majesty, our loyalty and aitachment to his Royal Person 
and Govemment at this important crisis^ ^nd also of ennsidering 
the best mode of promoting voluntary contributions in these 
provinces and their dependencies, in order that the amount 
thereof may be applied to the public service, in such manner as 
Parliament may direct/^ 

The meeting was called by the Sheriff and held at the 
Theatre on the i ytb Jufy^ W'here there was a numerous and 
respectable galheiiag of the British inhabltanti. Addresses 
were drawn and a book for voluntary contributions opened. 
The sum at once subscribed at the meeting was ^£30,616^ and 
severaf large annual subscriptions to be paid so long as war 
should last, amounting to a total of £3^655 iteriiog. Other sums 
were subsequently added, making a total of £158,053. showing 
the loyalty of the colooiits and their good feeling to their country, 



jms' CO^iPAKT- 


fyj 


Similar mcetingia were lield at Rrladrai on the lath July and 
at B<imbay on the abth Juner tti'heti the TDluntary couLribudom 
mi Madras amounted to 1^5^91 5 sUr-pagodas^ and at Bombay to 
Rs. 2,44,707- And so general wan tbe feeling of loyalty among 
all classes^ that the officers, and non-commissioned officers and 
p dilates of the army subscribed one moolh't pay to wards the 
fund. The proprietors of Banh Stock also held 1 ineetingi and 
the Deputy Governor was empowered to make a contribution of 
£200,000 for tlie Service of the country. 

Stimulated by the loyal meetings held by the European 
inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras, and Bnmbay^ «everai of the 
principal native inhabitants of Calcutta, who were desirous of 
testifying their loyalty to the King of England, and their attach* 
nient to the British Governmeat tinder whose protectian they 
livedj held a meetiiig on the ^ist of Auguat, 1798, and determined 
to raiM a itibscription juaoog their body^ for the same purpose 
as that raised among the European residents, vie., to asuit 
the Govemmeat ta carrying on the war then raging in defence 
of England, and her Eastern possession i> The sign a tares 
to the requisition lor Uie meeting we« ^*-Goa^i;hu^n Mullick, 
Nemoychuru Mullick, Ramklssen MulUck„ Gopeemobun Tagore* 
Collytihum HoEdarr Russick Lalf INjtt, and Cocool Chund Dutt— 
all wealthy and toyat aubjecta* and who showed tbek liberality 
by subscribing a sum of Ri^ jo,8oo at once^ 

The fonowtng staeaas of a kxraf poet seem to refer to the 
threatened Invasion by France of the British poisessjens in 
India, ft beaifs date rdtb August, 1798:-^ 

^ Forth Uk« a CSIIEK3D IW k nitr; 

Qwekf lot is BHod Inm whtmm to fhow i 
X'kt ihock idsmiai 

LW d tiw, rochi^ at wh# rouo^ 

Orttannia ralw thm ■»». 

A loadv 7«t, ud fst a ladder it»iL. 

FiocUimK preclahn. prodaka. 
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cTitr \KAd atid 

LoHjf i^al] Hvt m rile Urn Ic*, 

Girt In ill Draft £Dn<: 

Mlspinia. Ga^EKi, and Bitnk kflov, 

(Taught bf mortf m o™thrirt^,> 

Sb« mia tbe cdain aJot»u 

SpirhAf Ett^lKGil Toiiia. Th^ knew Iky Mrunglh 
Thff fnriw of ntankirtd Jtretai^fet lo (w ai Itngtb- 
They wub 4 gfcat mirt-f 
Tboy the duigET, yet llwj fain 
Would 'tmnpt ta erw ibe ho^k main, 

Andflukkc a good dueentx 

IM th«if hag a Aftx MtinorUd ka i 
fmpregEiKbla to nvory force at s&a; 

See flew Invented castlra iitiokn 

Hear them tht of Bre ittvekn^ 

A|;»pftiachii3g to oor fhere^ 

They wilt retirm no more. 

See tkm at lei^iti dhtalfl tbc itr»i<l, 

Tkf^ir hone nnd foot i± quick cotxLiaArul)r 
Ptwmir^ a line npon tbn sand— 

They will refcnm no mom. 

Tbn tiiichl.y gt»d whoBci tridnol mleitlK ««% 
Terrific ffOwni, and klUcS this decree^ 

** Gniinppy ihcy who i^ach my slcmd thsm, 

*' Doomed to retom ioGafliak ptams nn mort'* 
i He tb* tkiindmr viniiictive ttOr 
Repel thdr troops end urge the vuigdul 
While a^it the r*rikl of lete InanlUng Prance,, 
Trimnpheirt Britain wielda her caoquering laoett. 
This actim fancy pottitmji to my tmwj. 

Brkictni Itt hold i yoatf make the fiction true. 

Thai cni^ Ifl great Ellca^a nlfnH 
The grand Armada brav«d the m in yiln t 
Nor IcH, TLCirentious GEonok, ihall bo ihy fame; 
A loyal rBlIctn r^i ol thy wnn^ 

And lee^ Ikey VoLONTAmy CoirrkmcTioKxbrinSt 
PfDud to assert the glorinna cauM 
Of oanatt^ upaaiT and LAwvs 
Thair CcR^irriiy and Uur Kttnt’* 
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StavDiintiB tellB u« tliat in 1798 the Edglbb had "some 
warehouses and a lactory" at Diantoud Uarbuur, '* much 
frequented by ships ^ dose to it is a cbannel called the Shrimp 
Channel." 

A litUe beyond Ishapore once stood Bankybaiar, where 
the Oslend East India Company establtsUeJ a factory and a 
fort, it is supposed in 17141 antJ from which they were eapelled 
in 173J, by the troops of the Mahomedan Govcmmetii al the 
instigation of the English and the Dutch. 

There is a place on the sea coast, not far from Hidgeke, 
called Butcool, wHkh about the year i7«o to 1785 was reckoned 
the Brighton of Cnlciitta. There were at that time many 
bungalows there, and the place was a considerable station ; but 
for some reason it became deserted, and in *843, only one 
bungalow remained standing t ^1*** building had been erected 
by Warren Hastings. 

Akra, a little below Garden Reach, was in rySo, a salt 
depot; afterwards it was used as a powder magazine, and 
subsequently as a Race Course. 

Howrah in *799 had docks and a good garden belonging 
to ibc Armenians, The ground to the north-wnst of the 
church is marked in Upjohn’s map as practising grounds of the 
Bengal Artillery. 

Surman's Bridge was sititated near where Hastings* Bridge 
now is: it was built of brick, and was named after Mr. Sarman, 
a member ol council. He was a member of the Embassy to 
Delhi in 1717. His residence was to the sooth of the bridge in 
a place called Surman’s Gardens, which is rendered memorable 
as the spot where the Gor'emor and his party stopped when 
they cowardly deserted the Fort in 1756- 

Baraset, ten miles from Calcutta, was in 176313^*^ 
many years afterwards, a favourite retreat for those wishing to 
enjoy a country life and pig^stkiiiTig. The way to it 1*7 
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through Dum-Dum, then on the borderjt of the SunderbtiiidSp 
where Lord Clive had a country house. 

Ghyretty had a magoificent house erected by the French Oi 
a lecond Versaillesj, noted for fesLtvJties in the day^ of Dupleix 
when i^o carriages lined lt 3 irtagnihcent avenuep. 

Warren Hastings had a garden house In the west of 
Belvidere House, now the residence of the Governor of Bengali 
at Kidderpore, There is a note in the Council's proceedings 
of the ^oth June, i J6J, where Mr. Hastings requests permissioii 
of the Board to build a bridge over Ihe Collyghant Hall ah 
on the toad to hU garden hotise. Agreed, his request to bt 
complied with. 

The Luckypore Factoryp which in 1761 stood a mile up a 
crecki locked in and secure both from the strong freshes and 
the impulse of bores, and the S.-W, mousooEii was in 1767 so 
encroached upon by the river that it was eventually washed 
away entirely. 

AH the guns and stores were ordered, h February 1793, 
to be brought from Budge-Budge, and that fort heuceforwatd 
was no longer held as a militarj outpost. 

The Gorernnieiit having determined to dispose of the 
whole of the bmldings and lands of Pultah Factory, and also 
of the old powder works at Maricnlly and of Fort Gfouceslerj 
immediately opposite to Bodge-Budge, a notice appears on the 
15th Aprilj offoTiDg thorn for competition at public auction on 
the 31 St of May, 1790. The sale took place in July* when the 
buildings and premises were knocked down to the following 
parliet:— 

Pultah Faetpry Sa. Es. sJIao U eases. Lee and Hitman. 

Do. Btcaching ground i* Sfioo Mr. Uliman. 

Old Powder works 3iOO0 Mr. Tyler. 

Fort Gloucester h 4jo Lieutenant Moggach 
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The Police Ofikc in Lall 8 a«u- was once the residence of 
John Palmer, one of the *' merchant princes*' of CilctttU. 

Oo the opposite aide of the street stood the old Jail, which 
also served as the Tybam of Calcutta, all the ezeoitiona taking 
place in the cross road near it. The pilloiy wa* erected also 
on that spot At itie siege of Calcutta to 1756* it 
another Kougumotit, as a point of defeece. 

Opposite the old Jail and neat to Paltner’s house was the 
famous " Ha no ofiican Tavern, ** in 1780. This building waa 
afterwards the Sailors* Home, ft was the handsoioest house 
then in Calcutta, and proved a gr^^f comfort to the poor people 
in jail, to whom supplies of food were frequeotly sent from 
thence ft was founded in the days when stranger* considered 
that " every house was a paradise, and every host an angel/* 
Mrs. Fay writes of this house in 1780:^'* I felt far more 
gratified some time ago. when Mrs. Jackson procured me a 
ticket for the Harmonic, which was supported by a select 
number of gentlemen who each in alphabetical rotation gave a 
concert, ball and supper, during the cold season ; I believe 
once a fortnight. We had a great deal of delightful music, and 
c—* who is a capital performer on the harpsichord, 
played amongst other pieces, a Sonata of Nicolai’s in a most 
brilliant style/* 

The sandbank on the Seebpore side, opposite to the Fort, 
was formed by the sinking of a ship named the and 

hence named the Sumatra Sand. In consequence of this bank, 
the deep channel of the river ways diverted from its original 
course to the Calcutta side, 

Kidderporet wa* called after Colonel Kyd, an enterprUiog 
European, the chief engioeer on the Company's mililaiy 
establishment i his two East Indiae soos were the famous 

* c%«nb«i. tliB wtfc of Sir fWiwt Cbunbwt. Cy«f JtWice ef Benfil. 

f It ho il*o hewi *id tb« ^ Kidtepom'* be ewiupttae ^ *****^J>»^' 






7a 


THE GOOD OLD DAYS OF 


Khip-builder:^. fn iRiE fvas lauDctcd from this dcMrk, ihe 
Nvstifigs^ a 74-giin ship. 

Facbg Alipofc Ls Eklvidere, once the favounte 

residence of Warren HasdngSp hut during the latter period ol 
bis residence he erected another house further south. He is 
said to have hunted tigers in its neighbourhood, which ts very 
probable, coitsidenng the state of other places at that time^ 
Mrs. Fsy, in j 7*^91 describes Behudere as **a perfect bijoUj 
tnoat superbly fitted up with all that unbounded affluence 
tan display." Stavorinus naentioos visiting Belvldere in 1760^ 
when the tlien Governor of Bengal resided there. 

Jessops Foundry was established by Mr. Jessop, who came 
out in 1710, He was sent by Hie Home Government to make 
an iron bridge for the King of Lucknow^ and after having 
completed the work for which he was sent, he returned to 
CaJcutla and coinmcnced his foundry. 

Tlie Bengal Club was established in Calcutta in the early 
part of 1817- 

STREET Nomenclatvhe. 

Park Street, so called because it led to Sir E. Impey’s Park, 
was in 1794 called by the flame of the Burial Ground road, it 
bein^ tJ» route for buriils from town to tbe Circular Road 
burial ground. It is re marked^--All funeral procesiiians are 
concealed as much is poistble from the sight of the ladies, that 
the rivacity of their tempers may not be wounded. 

Durrumtollah was formerly called “The Avenue," as It led 
from town to the Salt Water Lake and the adjacent country. It 
WM then a *■ weU raised causeway, raised by deepenmg the 
ditch OQ cither side," with wretched hats on the south side, 
while on the north a creek ran through a street, still called 
Creek Row. through the Wdlington Square tank, down to 
Chandpaul Ghaut Large boats could navigate it There were 
trees oa both sides of the road. DutrumtoHah (or Dbarmaiala) 
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is so called from a great mosque, afterwards pultcd down, which 
was on tlie site of what was long known as Cook’s stahlcs. The 
“ Karbelaa famous MusaJmao assemWage, which now meets 
ill the Circular Road, used then to congregate at that mosque, 
and by its local sanctity the street took its name of Dharmatola 
or Holy street* The Durrumtollah Baaor occupies the site of 
the residence of Colonel De Glass, Superinteodeot of the Gun 
Miinufactory, which was afterwards removed to Cossipore. 
David Brown, the eminent Minister of the Old Church, occupied 
Colonel Dt£ Glass’ house, in which he kept a boarding school. 
Among Mr. Brown's pupils were Sir Robert Grant, afterwards 
Governor of Bombay, and Lord Glcnelg** 

Cossitoilah (now Bentinck) Street, leading from Dhurrum- 
tollah into old Calcutta, was named after the "Kasai" or 
butchers, dealers in goats and cows* flesh, who formerly 
occupied it as their quarter. In 1757 Cosiitotlah was a mass of 
jungle and even as late as 1780, it was almost impassable from 
mud in the rains. In Upjoho's map of CalcutU in 1793, only 
two or three houses are marked in this locality, of which one 
was that of Charles Grant, which was situated in Grant's Lane, 
which takes its name from that circumstance. In 1788 Mr, 
Mackinnon opened a school in Cossitoilah, 

Lall Barar is mentioned by Holwcll, in 1738, as a famous 
bazar, Mr*. Kindcrsley. in 176S, states to have been the best 
street in Calcutta, " full of little shabby-looking shops called 
Boutiques, kept by Uack people." It then stretched from the 
Custom (louse to Baitakhana. In 1770 Europeans and others 
here retailed " pariah arrack to the great debauchery of the 
soldiers." In 1788 Sir William Jooes refers to the nuisance 
here of low taverns, kept by Italians, Spanish and Portuguese. 

The road from Lall Bazar to the Old Church was formerly 
named the '* Rope Walk," and was the scene of hard fighting 
at the time qf the siege of Calcutta in lysb- 

* 1,0f4 GlAhclf w#a Clw1«B ■Grmm, ih* dikr bKvibvf ^ 
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Old CoutT KtiUM Strccti pirallel witli Mission Row, is so 
named from Lbe old Court House, or Town Hall, which stood At 
the northern «tr«nily oE the street on the site of St. Andrew's 
Church. The Charity School boys w'ere lodged and fed here 
previous to the battle of Ptassey. The Charity School, which 
was tfie first in Calcutta, then contained twenty children. The 
Court House was erected about ijay, by Mr, Bourchier, a 
merchant. In 1734, Mr. Bourchier gave over the house to 
GcAernmcnt, on condition of tlieir supporting the charity, 
Lectures were wcasionally given in this old Town Half. 
Stavortnua writes of this place In rjjC;—"Over the Court 
House are two handsome assembly rooms, fn one of these 
are hung up the portraits of the King of France, and of the 
late queen, as large as life, which were brought by the 
English from Chandernagorc, w hen they took that place." 

Baitakhana Street received its name from the famous old 
tree that stood here, and formed a hsttakhaum or resting-place 
for the merchants who traded with Calcutta, and whose caravans 
rested under its shade. Job aamoclc is said to have chosen 
the site of Calcutta for a dty, in consequence of the pleasure 
he fottiid inwhtiftg and amoking under the shade of a Targe 
tree j this tree was probably the Bdtaktiana tree. " Here the 
mcrchanis met to depart in bodies ftxini Calcutta, to protect 
each other from robbers in the neighbouring jungle, and here 
they dispeised when they arrived at Calcutta with merchandise, 
for the ractoiy," This tree finds a place m l/pjohn's map of 
1794. A car of Jugunnath, seventy feet high, formerly stood 
near to the big tree, and a tbanna or guard-house was located 
under the branches of the tree. 

The first reference to the road on the river bank, on which 
the pdaxy of CaJeutu a« wont to lake their morning and 
evwingdmes, wefiod in a leUer from Mrs. Kindersley in 
176®. «aere she say<_"A little out of town is * clear airy 
tpoi, free from smoke, or any cnoumbraJices, called the "Corse" 
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(because it is a foa^!, the length Chf a coc^e or two 

miles} tn a sort of ringp or rather anglej made on purpaae ta 
take the air in. which tlie company frequcnl in their carriage* 
about sunset, or in tlie morning-before the sun is up. An old 
Bong states that those whoh frequented it» **' swallowed ten 
mouthfuls of dost for one of freah air." The reereaiion then 
was *' in chaises or by pafanJteens^ in the fields or to gardens/'" 

Tn iSjj the Strand Road was formed, which led to a great 
sanitary ioiprOYement, though it injured the ship hullden, who 
had docks in Clive Street, and were obliged to remove to 
Howrah and Sulkea. 

The contlauatian of the Strand Road Garden Reach 
w^as commenced in the early part of iBaS* The eipense was 
estimated at about a lakh-and-a-haJf of rupees, which it was 
hoped to cover by a toll on carriagos and passengers going 
over the bridge across the mouth of Folly's NuIlaJi- 

Aga Kerbultn Mahommed, who had already slrikingly 
evinced his liberality and pubUc spirit by a handsome contTibu- 
iion for the extension oF tlie Strand Road to Garden E^ach in 
the early part of 1829^ contributed ten. thousand rupees for the 
purpose of erecting a steam engine oa the river at Baugh 
Barar Gbaut during Uic dry season. 

Between Government House and Garden Reach is a 
broad open plain, about 150- acres in extent, called the 
Esplanade (Hindustani, it is laid out with fine broad 

macadamixed roads, bordered with trees : the space between 
the roads is plain turf. Along the rivei/s bank are the Eden 
Gardens, where is seeop in the cvcningSi the great show of 
fashionables out for the purpoie of enjoying a drive—" eaLing 
the air" as the narives express it- 

Tank (now Dalhouste) SquarCt covers upwards of twenty- 
five acres of ground, and w^as in the last centory, " in the 
middle of the city. ** Stavorinas states—" It was dug by order 
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of Gov^ommi&tit to provide Ihe inhabitants of Calcutta wkh 
water, which is very nweet and pleasant. 'Fhe tmmber ot 
springs, which it contains^ makes the water in tt nearly always 
□n the same teveL It h railed round ; no one may wash in 
il.^' At what lime this tank was dug, we cannot ascertain^ 
Hamilton wrote in 170^ that the Governorha^ a handsome 
house fd the Fort t the Company has also a pretty good garderi, 
that furnishes the Governor herbage and fruits at table, and 
some hfih ponds to serve his kitchen with good carp, callops 
and mullet.'" Perhaps llie unt was one of the hsh ponds^ and 
the garden may have formed the Park or Tank Square. The 
tank was cleansed and embanked in Warren Hastingti^ time. 
The name of the Park was originally The Green before the 
Foi%^* and afforded the residents o-f the fpit a place for 
recreation and amnsement. 

Wellington Square lank was excavated in 1832, It was 
one of the good works of the Lottery Committee. 

Chowrtnghee is a place of modern creation, having been 
chosen by the people of Calcutta as a garden relireat. fn 17&8 
there were here a few European country houses; this part of 
the city was considered “out of town," and palkee-bearers 
charged double fares for going to it; while, at night, servants 
returned from tt in parties, Having left their good clothes 
behind through fear of dacoits, which infested the outshina 
of Chowringhee." There were once only two houses there. 
One was Sir Elijah Impey'si the very house since occupied 
as the Nunnery,* a third storey only being added to iL On the 
site of the nunnery church was a tank called Gok Tulao; the 
sorrouTiding quarter wa^ Impcy's park, which stretched to 
Chowringhee Road on Ihc west, and to Park Street on the north j 
ao avenue of tree* led ibrough what is now Middleton Street 
into Park Street from his house, whtch was surrounded by a 
6ne wall, a large Unk being in front, and plenty of room for a 
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<iecr-t:iark. A guard of sepay:^ allowed to |»atrol about the 
house and grounds at night, occajaionaUy liring oS rhek musketa 
to keep off the dacoitSp The other house was what was 
wards St, Paurs seboof. In 17^4. the residencea In Chowringhee 
had tncrcascil to twenty-four, Sirattered between DurrumtollaJi 
and Brijetalao, the Ciri!ular Road and the Plain. 

CHAin^ OR LANOrNG PLACES. 

Colvin's Ghaut was formerly called the 
Ghaut, or the place for careening native boats. They were 
hauted up on the banks of a narrow canal which ran through the 
town from this point to the Salt Water Lake, It was filled up. 
and DO trace of it is to be seen except in the old maps. It was 
on the bank of this creek, on the §pQt afterwards occupied hy 
the Bengal Secretariat^ Uiat the soutbero battery of the old fort 
was thrown up in 1756. 

In the immediate vicinity of Colvin's GImut is the Police 
Ghautr now adorned hy the Metcalfe Hail, and there, in ancient 
ItmeSr before the capture of Calcutta^ stood the hotise and ground 
of the President, Tlie garden appears to have extended from 
the river to Tank (now Oalhousie) Squarcp then called the Park. 
A neat gateway temitnated the Governor's garden in front of 
the Park, and it was from this gateway that he is desmbed as 
walking down to the church| which stood at the western end of 
the Writers' Buildingfj doubtless after his worthy masters had 
informed him^ in 1728, that if he wanted a chaise and pair he 
must pay for them himself, 

Coelah (or Ghaut was formerly known as the New 

Wharf, and the old Custont House arose immediately above it 
This ghaut stood at the southem extremity of the old Fojrt and 
marks the oorthem limit of that fortress. 

Chandpal Ghaut [tes near the steam engine which so long 
supplied with water the aqueducts from which some of the 
streets were watered. Tradition connects the appelUtiofi of 
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llic ghaat with a native of the tiamc of Chandry Pal, who kept 
a !ittJc gTOcer'fl shop in its immedUte vicinity. ThiEi the spot 
w'here India welcomes and bids adieu to her rulers. Et is here 
that the Gavernors^eneraJj the CoiiiinandE:ra4nXhief^ l!ie 
Judges ci the Supreme fnow Higlij Court, the Biahopsi, and all 
’Brbo are entitled to the honors of a salute friwn the ramparla of 
Fort Williamp first set foot in the metropolis. It t& not noticed 
tn Josephus Map of t75&i but we know that it was tn eKistenre 
in I7 J4 when Francts and his companicrMi laiided here, having 
had their sweet tempers soured by a five days' voyage from 
Kedgeree. It was here that the author of counted one 

by one the guns, which boomed from the Fort, and found to bis 
ntortiticatJOn that their number did not eaceed seventeen, when 
he ej^pected nineteeoK And it was here that the fu^t Judges of 
the Supreme Courtj who tame out to redress the wrongs of 
Endia, landed, ft was here* that the Chief Justice, as he 
contemplated the bare legs and feet of the multitude who 
crowded to witness his advent, exclaimed to his colleague, ‘'See, 
brother, the wretched vktims of tyranny. The Crown Court 
was not surely established before it was needed. I trust it wilJ 
not have been in opEnation six months before we shall see these 
poor ernatures comfortably cloihed in shoes and stockings/* 

Prinsep'a Ghaut^ which is situated under the south-west 
angle of Fort WHIiara, was erected by public subscription to 
perpetuate the memory of James Prinsep, one of the moat 
eioment men of his day^ who after a short and brilliant career, 
fell a aacrillce to his ardour in the pursuit of sdence. tt is 
a huge aod ugly pile, on which a large sum was expended 
without taste Or judgment. Its locality is as objectionable 
as Hs architecture. It is en^rely out of the way of public 
convenience, and is seldom used ai a landing-stairs. The 
most memorable event connected with it is the departure 
ol Lord Filenborough, who instead of emharkingy as all his 
predecessors had doue, at Chandpal Ghaut, thoughL lit to 
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gratify lib tnillU-ry prcdilecUonji by <1 living with hie carl£^« 
through the Fort, and taking hu farewell of CaicutU on the 
ateps of Prinaep's Ghaut, 

PtACES OF NOTE W THE TM-WEDIATE VlClNtTV, 

Upwards of a century and-a.half ago, Barrackpore and 
its precincts formed the Tusulum of that old Anglo-Indian 
patriarch, Job Cbamock, the Founder of Calcutta. He used 
to come hither, not ao much to avoid the dust and bother 
of hU bustling capital, as to be near the grave where there 
rested one with whom hi* I'cart still heat in sympathy. This ta 
in allusion to his wife—a Kind oo worn an, who m he had 
espoused after rescuing front buraing on the funeraJ pile of her 
deceased husband, 

Titnghur, about a mile and half distant from Barrackpore, 
was once a scene of life and activity, about eighty years ago. 
Messrs. Himiiton and Aberdeen, eateipriiing tneichants of 
Calcutta, etabliahed a dockyard there at the beginning of the 
present century, and in rSoi, the largest merchantrnatt ever 
built on the Hoofhly, the Ce«N/i-ff o/ Sut&trfand, of 1,^45 
tons, was launched there. The nest year the .SiiJiJrt, of 
humbler dimensions, was built there, and in 1803, tlie Frtdtriek 
of 450 tons. This appears to have been the fast vessel 
constructed at the Titaghur dockyard, which was soon after 
closed, and of w-hich not a single vestige now remains. A 
stone's throw from the site of the old dockyard is a ghaut with 
same dilapidated temples above it, which is still reitiembered 
as the place where for thirty years Dr, Carey landed and 
embarked as he went down to Calcutta and relumed from it 
twice a week, to deliver lectures in Fort William College. 

Barrackpore Park was created by the taste and public 
spirit of Lord Wellesley, seventy years ago, and to which all 
subsequent Govemors-General have retired from the noise and 
hustle of the (own to rural privacy. It whs originally the infen. 
don of Lord Wellesly to have brought all the public odices op 
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from Calcutta arn 3 ^stablislied them in the vicinity of the Park. 
Et waa with thia object that he erected a large bungalow, on the 
site of tl^e present house, for a temporary residence, and near it 
lie laid the faundatton al a palace which was to have cost four 
lakhs oJ rupees. But the Court of Directora peremptorily pro¬ 
hibited the oulTay of so large a sum on such an object^ and the 
work was suspended, after the ba.^ement storey had been 
erected. The beams, doors, and windows^, and all the other 
maieriaJsp which bad been coll eel ed, were sold by a net ion ; but 
I he shell of the house stood for many years, till ihe Marchioness 
of Hailings pulled It dourn, and erected a conserve lor)' on iu 
site. The temporary bungalow, which Lord Wellesley had 
erected, served the turn of Lord Min to, who spent much of his 
time ai Baxrackpore with hh family, but the Marquis of 
Hastings enlarged it iido the prciiCut more commodious 
mansion, 

a specimen of architecture, the Barrack pore palace has 
scitccly any daitiis to citcclEcnce. The Marquis Wellesley had 
origiiially commenced this building with the intention of making 
it a suitable abode of one who had subverted the throne of 
Tippoo, humbled the power of the Mahrattas, and numbered 
among hU proteg&s ihe Great Mogul o! Delhi. The house is 
adorned with some excellent portraits of the royal family of 
Oude, from the pencil of Mr. Home. 

Bairackpore is known by the natives only by the name of 
CAi^fiUck, from the circumstance of Charnock having established 
a bungalow there and gathered a little bastar around it. Troops 
were firal stationed at Bairackpore In 177a, and from that time 
forward it has acquired the barbarous name of Banrackpore 
among Europeans^ ah unnatural com pound of an iCnglish word 
and a Sanscrit terminaticm. 

Turnifig round ihe bed of the nver at Batrackpere we 
come to the viflsgc of Muneerampore, at the northero end of 
which is the house and garden once occupied by General 
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Marlcfn long the Wht?r of the I iidian Army^ wbo arrived in 
htdia ifi the year 177anil ^iied ill after a resiticnce of 

seven ly-one yeara in it. 

North of Cos^ipo-re lies Bamagorep well dotted with hrtek 
houses, whkli indik'ate the remains of that npulcocc which grew 
up with the commercial establish me nU of the Dutch. During 
the greater part of the last century this settlement belonged to 
them, and here their vessels anchored on their way to 
Chiusumh- Tt is said to have been originally a Portiigucse 
EstablishmenL U was a place nf consMerahle trade W’hcn 
Calcutta was the abode of wild beasts. 

To the north of Dukhinsore lies the Powder Mi^azine. 
More than tw^enty lakhs of rupees have been eipended in the 
erection of steaiti^nginea and country houses^ in the space 
between Oukhinsore and the Cbitpore Canalp lit a range of less 
than three milesp 

Sook Sangor was fontierly at a con side fable distance from 
the rii'ETp which has of late made fearful encroach men t, and has 
not left a vestig^e of the magnificent house of ihe Revenue 
Board that cost a lakh and-half in its erection. The Marquis 
of Cornwallis and suite used often in the hot weather to retire 
to itp as it WH 3 the governtnent country*seat before Uie 
establishment of Barrackpere. The house of Mr- Barretto^ and 
a Roman Catholic Chapel erected by him in 1759^ at a coat of 
9,000 rupees^ have also been washed away- Mr. Barretto here 
had a rum distillery in 179a, as also sugar works ; in his time 
the place was called Chota Calcutta. On ClJve passing Sook 
Saugorp a small baltery there gave him a salute, he imagining 
it to be an enemy's entfenchfQentp ordered it to be dismantled- 
Oo the courts being removed from Mootshedabad to Calcutta 
in 1772, the Revenue Board was hied tkerCj as it was thought 
more nuitahle than Calcutta, from being in the country- Fonster 
in 1789* gives ibe following description of Sijok Saugor.—• 
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“ Sook S^ugor b i Talimble and rbing pbntaiiDH, the pfop^iij 
of Meaers. Crofts and LcnnoEj iuid these gentkiwn have 
cBtablished at this place a fabric pf white dolh^ of which the 
Company provide an annual investniEnt of two lakhs of repees j 
they have also founded a raw sQk roanuFactory^ which as it 
bears the appearance of increase and improvemetit, will, I hopc^ 
reward the industriaaa, estimable labours of its proprietoirs,** 
The encroachmenU of the river, together with the formaftoa 
of a large buar al Chagda^ a short distance north of the 
town, have Led to the decay of Sook Saugor, which owed 
touch of its prosperity to Mr. Barretto, who made many roads 
there^ ptaoted with ne^m trees on both sides^ which remain to 
this day. 




CHAPTER Vll. 


ROUND THE CAPE, 

In fonmcr d^ys^ wUt^u mv^s were few and native miEtresscs 
many, the greater number of resideots w^ere tied to Indla^ and 
had little inducement ta i^utt it. Now, hgweveri wives arc 
ffiany—miatresses few, A married man has many iDduccEnents 
to visit his home; his wife’s heaUh may ref^uire it; his 
children^ perhaps, arc sufficiently advanced in years to render 
it Decessary that they should be removed to England for the 
sake both of physical health and mental culture. The voyage 
has now no terrorfl for delicate women Of young children- 
Times have greatly changed since that excellent maHi Mr. 
Shore (afterwards Lord Tcignmouth) was twice under the 
necessity of tearing himself from a wife to whom he was fondly 
attached, rather than that she should brave Lhe horrors of the 
deep^ and the dangers of so savage a country as lodiUp by 
Eiccompanying him to the scene of his labours* 

At the present period of rapid locomotion it may be 
intemstitig to took back to the time of our ancestors^ when the 
ships of the season tnade their passage between London and 
Calcutta in six months. These may be considered the quick 
runs, for we usually came across lamentations in the papers of 
much longer time being taken in the voyage '* Seven months 
atid-a-haJf have now elapsed since the date of the latest 
advicei from Europe is the exclamation of the editor of the 
in his paper of the 4lh May, i8og; and we 
Hnd the announcement of the arrival of a Dutch East Indiammn 
named TAe Stuari on the 24th Marche tyflg, wldch had been 
fourteen months on her voyage from Amsterdam to Bengal- 

Here b a programme of how the Honorable Company's 
ships wasted many predoua days in the cDminencement ol 


84 


TFIE GOOD OLD DAYS OF 


their voyage The Taib&i i£ td be afloat the 7^^ 

April, sail to Grav«end the sisi ditto^ stay there twenty daysi 
itt the Downs the 17th May, stay there ten days-'' Thas 
about a month was expended before the vessel fairly reached 
the sea. Then these was a stay of foer or five days at 
Madeira, two or more days at St. tleledai and a week or more 
at the Cape l these detentiorLat no doubt, contributed much to the 
pleasantness of the voyage* and broke the monotony of a tong 
sea life; but it added very considerably to the time occupied m 
transit* This was Ln. 175^^, and such contmued to be the cnstoni 
till about t8jo* when more rapid voyages began to be made, and 
competition to reign in the souls of merchant-ship captains* sol 
that in the course of a few years after^ the Sertkgafiafam and 
other vessefa made the entire trip from Portsmouth to Calcutta 
in seventy-nEne, seventy-eight and even seventy-seven daya,, 
without the aid of steam as an auxiliary power. 

The island of St. Helena was m those days a port of call 
for both inw'ard and outward bound lodiameo and ships of wac, 
and a return of vessels which touched there during the twelve 
months from the t5tH March 1793 to the Mth March 1794 
show's a large total. Scarcely one vessel io a hundred ever now 
touches at the Lpland. The return gives ns the folbwing 
information 1—March in 15 days vessels ^ during April 16 ; 
Miiy Hi June ifi ; July 8 : -\tigustGj Septcinbef rij October 
3: November 3^ December 7; Janiiafy% 1794, 8; Februaiy' S; 
March S- Total ii j vessels. And their period of slay ranged 
from three days to nearly a mo nth. 

The Court allowed no one to go to India without a pass, 
and wentj strange to s^ay* rather chary of incrsasitig the number 
of European ladies. A Miss Campbell lonk her passage on 
board the Ifardspsc^e for Madeira, and there being some 
suspicion that she intended proceeding on* ihence, to India* the 
Court wrote to the Calcutta Govern ftictiC under date January j!, 
*755 If I therefore, she shall lie landed at f^ngah or at any of 
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the settkmenU under yaur presidency, you arc hereby positive¬ 
ly ordered to take effectual care that she a sent back to 
^gland al the expense of the owners of the fiardwki* upon 
the first ahip you shall despatch/’ At thb time annual Lists of 
all residents in Calcutta had to be sent to London, which were 
carefully examined, and in one instance, the name of MJas 
Christian Ross being discovered as among the residents in 
Calcutta in 175+, she was ordered to leave the country* How¬ 
ever, she had left of her own accord previously. 

Tlie first European ladies who made the voyage to India 
were Portuguese* According to Pietro Della Valle, who visited 
India in 1623, ive Learn that the King of Portugal look upon 
himself to send a small annual investment of female orphans 
to India for the especial use of the settlers on the western 

coast:_" Poor, but well descended orphans," he writes, 

" which were wont to be sent from. Portugal every year at the 
King’s cltarge with, a dowry which the King ^ves them, to the 
end they may be married ir India, in order to further the 
peopling of the Portugal colonies in those parts.” Of the first 
adventurers among English ladles we can find no account. At 
the time of the Black Hole affair {1756) there were several 
ladies in Calcutta, One, an East Indian, was among the 
flufferers i but we know not what the others who were carried 
off safely to the shipping, may have been. Mr. Ives, frv *757, 
tells us that the supercargo of the futiajf Salaam died at 
Galle, his " illness being occasioned by a cold he caught in 
dancing with some ladies tvho were ^ust arrived from Europe, 

A Madras correspondent writes to Mr. Hicty in July 

ijgo: "In my last 1 sent you an account of the number 

of ladies which had arrived in the late ships; there came 
titvtn irt one vfsstl , too great a number for the peace and 
good order of a round house. Millinery must rise at least 
35 per cent., for the above ladies when they left England, were 
well slocked with head-dresses of different kinds, foTnicd to 
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Ihe bighesi But from tJii? unfcrturtatc disputes wKidi dfuJy 

arose dufing the space of the three Iasi montbs of the passa^e^ 
they hiid icarce a cap left when they arrived/^ We find on 
referring to the journals of the daj^ that few ships sxriTed 
without bringing a littie knot of spinscers, and that many of 
these very soon threw olT their spinsterhood. The marriage 
announectnents raise a smtle. The bride ii always duly 
gazetted as ** a young lady of beauty and infinite accomplish* 
menis, rcccnily acrived in the or'^ao agreeaJMc 

young lady who lately arrived in the CerM from EnglancL^' 

The Court of Directors had In 1775 and also in 1778 
issued rates of passage moucy on their various vessels for 
oBicers proceeding to India, but these rates had evidently been 
exceeded by the commanders of some of the ships; so on the 
5th March, 1795, the following schedule, dated and July, 1794, 
was published as the aulhorixed rates for the passftgc and 
accommodation of pemaos to tndiai and whkh were not tg be 
exceeded 


General officers 

p -1 

... £ a 5 «» 

Gentlemen of council or colonels 

^ bi. 

... ^00 

Lieutenant-Cotoricl^, majors, senior 

merchants^ 

junior merchants and factors 


It 13^ 

Captains 


II 125 

Writers, tieutenanU, and ensigns 

■« ¥ ¥ 

tl 105 

Cadets and assistant surgeons 


4 + ii ^1 70 


At a Court of Directors ol the ** United Company of 
HerchanU of England trading to the East Indies/' held on the 
bth October^ 1 794, It was— 

'* Resolved, that the captains and oncers of all ships that 
fihatt sail from any part of India, after receiving notice hereof 
shall be allowed to bring eight thousand pieces O'! piece-goods 
and no tnorc^ on paying the customs^ and to the Company 
five pounds per cent, dutyp and two pounds per cent- for 


1 



HONORABLE JOHN COSfPANY. 


S7 


w^LrehQUEe-rDoin^ Btc. j tlial five tliousand pieces, and □□ more, 
may cdcLSist qf while nia^lins and calHcoea^ stitched or plain, 
or eitlier of them, of which five thou Band pieces, only I wo 
thousand piycea may consist of any of the following sorts., vii. 
AJIiballlcSj Abroebs, Cosgacs^ Dorcas, Jumdannies^ Mulmuls^ 
Noipsoohsp NeckclothBj Tanjeebsp and Terrindains* That three 
thousand pieces, and no morCi may consist of coloured piece- 
goods, Tljat the number of piecesj of white piece-goods and 
the number of pieces of coloured piece-goods, shall be allowed 
to each ofScer in praportion to his allowance of tonnage' 
homeward ; lha± dl ejiceedings of the above descriptions of 
piece-goods be charged with twenty pounds per cent, over 
and above the customs, five pounds per cent, duty, and two 
pounds per cent, warehouse-room. And that no deviation 
be made fram this ResoluUoti on any account or pretence 
whatsoever.*" 

Passengers io the Company's ships going home were in 
the habii of taking with them a veiy large amount of goods of 
various kinds, which they passed as baggage; this came to the 
notice of the Court of Directors^ who found on investigationr 
that in one vessel lately arrived, the space occupied by the 
passengers' baggage amounted to the immense quantity of 
/tfjijJ* Restrictions were thereupon placed upon 
the amount of baggage aJlowed to passengers going home^ 
The following scale was published on the nth February^ 
iSoa 

Gentlemen of coundl and general officers 5 tons each. 

Colonel5 and senior mettHants 4 do. 

LieulenojiUColoneLs and junior meirhants 3 do» 

Majors and [actors ... ,,, 

Captains 4^.^. 2 do. 

Writers, lieutenants, and eiLsigns , j 

One-half more tomiage to be added when families were 
token home. 
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All tliesc rates were “loJcliiHive of tbdr bedding, a table 
and a sopba, or two chairs for their respective cabins. 

Whtn Earl Moira came out as Govemor-Gcneral op b»rd 
the Sfcr/ing C«^tU b fSiJ, were nearly six hundred 

packages of goods on board brought cmt on his account. 

The rales of freight on the Company's ships were £ 15 per 
pipe of wine, and £30-10 per ton for all goods laden on ihe 
-regular" ships of the season. These rates were before 1795 - 
m that year they were reduced to £7-10 per ton outwards, and 

£^ 2-10 per ton homewards. 

Hie ol Id^lj ranee in Londoii on the 8th of Septemberj 

J797r ships to and from the East Indies were : ^ 

To Bengal, Madras, Giina, &c. boine i3gs. p. ;£ 

To Bengal or China ... ... ^ guineas 

Extra ships to the East Indies and home i8 do- 

Ditlo ditto out **. *.s 

Ditto from the Eubt Indies to Londofii 15 dioi 

What reminbeences does the following advertlsenient call 
up Por sale by auction on the 29th MitVi ^ large 

upper-roomed house and premises, situate at Kedgureef con¬ 
taining a hall, four bed-TOpmis, and an open venindaJi, standing 
on eight biggas of ground, more or less.” It b within our own 
recoHection, when (sn 1S24] all the Company's passenger shipSj 
and in fact all vessels except salt hoys and coasting craft, used 
to lie olY Kedgeree, where they discharged and loaded both 
passengers and cargo- Kedgeree was rather a populous town 
then^ and possessed one or more large taverns, where passengers 
were accustomed to stay till the sailing of the vessels in which 
they had taken their passage. Sea-going pinnaces used to take 
the passengers down from Calcutta to Kedgeree. The tavernB, 
bungalows, and indeed almoit all the buildings there have been 
swept aw'ay since those days, by the enctoachments of tlic sea. 
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The fotlowing novel mode af obuining fresh H'ater ai. sea, 
was put in practice by the captaia of a vessel while on a voyage 
from the South Seas to the Cape, in t3o3, and we suppose it 
was the first Mperiment of the Jdod ever made, and was the 
origin of the machinery for the supply of pure drinhing water 
on board of all sea-going vessels of the present day, "We 
soon felt the want of water" says Captain Myers, the writer of 
^some intereadng voyages and travels round the world,—“and 
how to he supplied with it became a matter of consideratioo. 
As ' necessity k the parent of inventioo,' we cammenced an 
experiment on salt water with a tea kettle over one of the boilers 
in the cook bouse. This rude process of distillatioo soon 
supplied us with a quantity of gq^ water, daily replenished 
with Dur alentbie. The plan of opeiarion was certainly simple, 
and the apparatus by no means complex. The neck of the 
tea kettle was cbsely luted to the neck of the boiler, by which 
means it condensed the steam and the fluid ran through the 
pipe, and by the addition of a tube conducted into a cask. By 
this mode of operalion we were enabled to draw off above ten 
gallons of good water per day." 

The use of limes in cases of men suffering from scurvy on 
board ship is noticed in a newspaper of 1804. The captain of 
the Sir Wiiliam Pulfeittjf on his voyage out, having bad several 
cases of scurvy, gave each of the men so diseased two limes, 
every day, which were eaten whole with their meal of tioj. The 
beneficial eflects of the limes were soon evident, and to about 
three weeks from the time of serving out the limes all the 
symptoms of the scurvy had vanished, and no more casea 
occurred. The limes had heen put on board by the Govemmeiit 
as an experiment 
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INNER L!FE OF THE FIRST SETTLERS, 

The follawin^, from MacittlsiA's Ls a '"’parttcylar'* 

account of the ilay^ as it ivas comiiiDDly spent hy English raeo 
In Eengait as portrayed in a letter from a residejit in Caicnttap 
to his friend in Londoiit dated Calcutta^ 23rd December, 1779:— 
*' About the hour qf seven in the TDomlng, his durwan (door¬ 
keeper) opens the gate, and the Vlranda (gailery) is free to his 
drears, pcouii (footmen), harcarmhE (messengers or spics)| 
chubdani (a kind of constables) ^ houctaburdais and cotisumahs 
(stewards and bmJccs]i writeis aod solicitors^ The head bearer 
and jemmadar enter the haR, and his bed room at eight o^doclr. 
A lady quits his sidei and is -conducted by a private staircase^ 
eillicr to her own apartment, or out of the yard. The moment 
the master throws hia legs out of bed, the whole posse in waiting 
rush into his roofn, each making three saiams, by bending the 
body and head very low, and touching the forehead with the 
inside of the fingers, and the floor with the back part. He 
condescends^ peihapa, to nod or cast an eye tow'ards the 
solictors of hia Favour and protection. In about lialf an 
hour after undoing and taking off his long drawers, a dean 
shirt, breeches,, stockings, and slippers are put upon his body» 
thighs* l^gSt and feetg without any greater exertion on his own 
part, than if he was a statue^ The barber enters, shaves hira,^ 
cuts his naiis, and deans hU ears. The ddllumjee and ewer arc 
faroughi by a senaut whose duty it b, who pours water upon 
his hands^ to wash his hands and face, and presents a tow'eh 
The superior then walks tu state to his breakfasting parlour in 
his Waistcoat; is seated i the consumah makes and pours out his 
tea, and presents him with a plate of bread or toast. The 
halr-diesser comes behind, and begins his operation, while the 
houccaburdar softly slips the upper ead of the snake or tube of 
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the houcca,* into his handi while t]» liair-dresser is doing' his 
duty, the genUeman is eating, nipping and smoking hy turns. 
By and by Hts banian presents hiiDEolf with humbte salamSi and 
advances somewhat more (orward than the other attendants. If 
any oE the solicitors are of eminence, they are honored with 
chairs. These ceremonies arc continued perhaps till ten o'clock; 
vi'hen attended, by hts cawalcade, lie is conducted to ^ palanquin, 
and preceded by eight to iweWe chiibdars, Iwcarrahs, and 
peons, with the insignia of thein professions, and thdr livety 
distinguished by the colour of their lurbaos and cutnurbands (a 
long muslin bell wrapt round the waist), they move ofiF at a 
quick amble; the set of bearers, consisting of eight general Ijq 
relio'c each other with alertness^ andwithout Incommoding the 
Blaster. If He has Tislts to make, his peons lead and direct the 
bearers; and if business renders hiB/wfii« eWy necessary, he 
shows hinisdf, and pursues his other engagements until two 
o’clock when lie and hi* company sit down perfectly at east in 
point of dross and address, to a good dinner,. each at I ended by 
his own servant. And the moment the glasses are introduced, 
regardless of the company of ladies, the houccaburdars entur, 
each witha houcca, and presents the tube to his roastec,. watching 
behind and bfofving the fir* the whole time. As it is ejcpected 
that they shall return to supper, at 4 o’clock they begin to 
withdraw without ceremony, and step into^their palanquins; so 
that in a few miaiiles^ the master is. left to go into his bed-room, 
when he is instantly undressed to his shirt, and his long drawers 
put on i and be lies down in his bed, where he sleeps till about 

• The hooen Ei the michirr frtra Whkh ihe mreli* df tofeww Bad 
Mt% ititulEd, thrUuBh a tut* rf •erenJ fee*, sr ewn jUnI# In leaeth, whicb b ealM 
■ icvske. To it»» the drimnee 0* kidDlfiHKs shown bj bdla to the practliw of 
lEDolneg, wr need hul tnUwribe S eud far the Goventar-CeiunJ'i and, his iidy’i 
canceri and sapper:—” Mr. Sod Mw. Histinjji pnwtit their complfmirntB to Hr, 

_ ^ and TflqtiMt the Hw of hti company in * cosEert end supper, on Ttcurwhy 

ftEit, SI K™, H,-►*! honis IB tTHifft. The eoneert In h^n at S o'clock Mr. 

_ia requmtad to brio( no imintl eiwept hit hauccatnudsr.—fft Ocli^. 
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7 or 8 o'clock; Uwti lie former cereuton^ is repeated, and ciean 
iincit of every kind aa in the morning, is administered: his 
houccaburdar presents the tube to his band^ he is placed at the 
tea table, and his hatr-dresser performs his duty as before. 
After tea he puts on a handsome coal, and pays visits of 
ceremony to the ladies { returns a little before lo o’clock^ supper 
being served at to. The company keep together till between la 
and I in the morning, preserving great sobriety and decency ; 
and when they depart, our hero b conducted to his bed-room. 
V^ilh no greater eaertiorts than these, do the Company's servants 
amass the most splendid fortunes, " The writer of the above 
description has left out of view the morning ablution, so common 
and necessary to a resident of Calcutta. Surely in those early 
days such ablutions must have been just as necessary as they 
are in the present day. 

It appears somewhat offensive to our old fashioned notions 
of propriety, to observe the mode in which ladies, some of rank 
and education, w«e in the early part of the nineteenth century 
accustomed to dispose of themselves at Calcutta and other presu 
dencies, 'Thb will be seen from the following eitract of a letter 
from a young lady, who m ignorance of the prevailing practice, 
had been induced to go out to India tn one of the Company's 
fleeU. The letter, which we take from Macintosh's Travels, was 
addressed by the lady to her cousin, bi 1773, who had desired her 
to tell her the result of her adventures, and to give advice whether 
It would be fit for her to try the same caperimentis 

“My deartsi Sfaris ,—With respect to your request that I 
should teU you plainly what [ think of these matrimonial schemes 
(for such they are, let people dbgube them as they frill,J 1 never 
can impress upon you too strongly the folly and impropriety of 
your making such an attempt Certainly, the very project itself 
IS one of the utmost deluracy; for what u it but running counter 
to all the dicutes of that diffidence aud native modesty for which 
English women have been so long held up as the perfect models? 

* # * a , 
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"True it is t am married; 1 have obtained that for which f 
came out to iDdia-^ husband; but I liave lost what 1 left behind 
me in my native country—happmeaa. Yet my husband is rich, 
as richj or richer, than I could desire; but his health is ruined, as 
well as his temper, and he has tahen me rather as a conrenicnce 
than as a companion; and he plays the tyrant over me with as 
much severity as if I were one of the slaves that cany his 
palanquin. I will just give you a hasty sketch of the rnarmer in 
which I came by him. What a state of things is that, when: the 
happiness of a wife depends upon the death of that man who 
should be the chief not the only source of her felicity. How¬ 
ever such is the fact in India: the wives are looking out with 
gratitude for the next mortality that may carry off their husbands, 
in order that they may return to England to live upon their 
jointures; they live a married life, an absolute mUeiyi that they 
may enjoy a widowhood of alflueuce and independence. This is 
no exaggeration, I assure you, 

" You know that, independent of others, there were thirty 

of us females on board the H-, who sailed upon the same 

speculation ; we were of all ages, complexions, and siaes, with 
little or nothing in common, but that we wei* single, and 
w'Uhed to get married. Some were absolutely old maids of the 
shrivelled and dry description, most of them above the age of 
fifty; while others were mere girls just freed from the tyranny 
of the dancing, music, and drawing master* at boaiding school, 
ignorant of almost everything that was useful, and educated 
merely to cover the surface of their mental dcrormlty, I promise 
you, to me it was tio slight penance to be exposed during 
the whole Voyage to the half sneering, satirical looks of the 
mates and guinea pigs,* aod it would have been intolerable, but 
for the good conduct and politeuess of Captain S 
He was a man of most gentlemanly deportment, hut the 
in voluntary compassion I f ancied f sometimes disco vered in him 


* £9 Ibc fnidsbrpnuik CA wnc lUllXtd. 
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wasdtrcniply [rksofne. HowevCTj we will iuppmsc our voyage 
ended for dolhing ^ all materia] htippei^ed^ and that wc are now 
isaiely Landed mi Calcotta^ 

** Tills place lias many Houses of entertainmcfit of all 
descniptionSp and the g^cty tluH prevails after the artival of a 
fkel from England is astoniBhing. The Lowti is hUed with 
rtiiliiary and dvil oSicers^ of aU classes; and the fit&l thing done 
after we have recovered our looks, is for the captains to give an 
entertain men L, to which they issue general invitaDotis; and 
everybH>dy, with the look and attendance of a gentleman^ Is at 
liberty to make his appearance- The speculative ladies, who 
have come out to the different shipsp dress themselves with all 
the splendour they can aasume^ exhausting upon finery all Uic 
little stock of money they have brought out with thciti from 
Europe. This is Id truth their last, or nearly their last stake, 
and they arc all delennined to look and dance as divinely as 
possible- 

f'Such are the majority of the ladles; while the gentlemen are 
principally composed of those who have for some time resided 
in the country, and having realised fortuneSp are detenniiied 
to obtain wives with as Little delay as possible. They arcp 
as I have said, of all ranks, but generally of pale and squalid 
complexions^ and suffering under the grievous inBiction of liver 
complaints. A pretty prospect this for tnatrimoniaJ happiness! 
Not a Few^ are old and in firm, lean bg upon sticks and crutcheSj 
and even supported about ihc apartmetit by thejr gorgeously 
dressed servants, for a display ot all kinds of splendour on their 
part IS no less attempted and accomplished. These old decrepit 
gentlemen address themselves to the youngest and prettiest, and 
the youngest and prettiest, if properly insinicted in their parts^ 
betray no sort of coyness or reluctance. In fact, this is the mode 
in urhicb matches arc generally madcj and if now and then one 
happy couple come together, thousands are mairied with no 
hope of comfoftj and with a prospect merely of splendid tniseiy. 
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Cener^ly gpuking, in India^ the officers make the bcsl hu^haods. 
for they are frequently young and uniDjured by the dimatci atid 
are the best disposed to attend to the wishes of their wivea. 

^^This k called tlie CaptainV Ball, and most frequently the 
greater part of the expectant ladies are disposed of there; It is 
reaJly culions, but moat melancholy» to sec them ranged round 
the room^ vi-aiting with the utmost aniiety for ofFers, and looking 
with envy upon alt who arc more fortunate than themselves. 

howeveri as U sometimes the case, a considerable 
number remain on hand j after the lapse of about three monthsp 
they unite in giving an enteruinineiit at their own expense^ to 
which ill gentlemen are at hberty to go ; and iJ they fail in this 
dernier ^ this forlorn hope, they must give up the attempt, 

and return to England." 

On a young lady landing she was in a manner *'eahihited^" 
before those in search of partners. For the first three or four 
nights the houiSC wlwrc she resided was beset with visitors, and 
probably the greater part of the night was spent in receiving 
such. It was the rule to strike the iron while hot/' and 
marriages were concluded as quickly as possible. But Uie 
Gov^ernor-tieneraVs licence to be married was necessary to con¬ 
stitute it a legal one. On occasion of rmurriages the ofhdating 
minister Vl^as accustonicd to receive as hUi Fee from siKtccn to 
twenty gold niohurs, and five gold mohurs for a baptism. No 
wonder that the chaplains were able to make such splendid 
fortunes in a short time. 

We cull a portion of a poetical letter said to Have b«en 
written by a lady in Calcutta, to her friend in England^ describ¬ 
ing how she spent her time during the day:— 

^ Aitfi B waiitj rtantm nighty 
TarrtiecitA^ Mlik thfl hum mtkd bite 
Of poh''iunu Oat ol ita mber. 

That hszw. Enf^ otic's m\d nEght iEtimb«, 

1 riH fal^Dfid^ aLmoBt ujicndtul^ 

YdL ;iu4deiiljr vfaeA braHstf 'm «£i4«i| 
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Away mi Iwiftj willl®ar fc]|H 
TiJ- tTiirt¥inJign 6'iff the Europe ahapi 3 

Anil wlmi\ of CipK a&d j^nn We 
Oh [ l^pw we itrirtible for « iban ( 

Thee i^DBld eame two with irtHra ^«rfv 
TI 1 C Klf^me bci or iriage admlttv 
Wlilt iharp cautmtioa, arcli niiuHtii^ 

WbHit tTzmbtiniF mh aur uxiaut gpvltt. 

Wbat »ni4rt rejdfiden mad replies, 

Wblln lightitingv liaah frinn gniLiB eya | 

L** prudea cteciBUD m case giae#^ 

Tlris Antmam a cbajEnIng face, 

Tbii ad*! tbK biwl in cfpettlmlM^ 

And gittw the town H»ne coaetnxtfoa. 

At uhJe, ncKt, ypu'd kc t» 

In libelal atjle with plantj 
Knar aae a j^tle awaLe, Mrilli leave 
To rank blenjelf mj hpieb te alarc. 

We3i, bare 1 knew Tm mt my tank, 

Tan thotaiaiLd tkreft 1 ysn'd 

Am ** wbal'a bii age, bla atae, Lii face,*' 

Hii mlfid and mannan tkext hrai% 

H ii poTje, dear I - iba irurtam ben 
Flnt pnmta to that; eq m pemaw, 

A tshtef* my SuepUdB wu bcfntm, 

At some slteq^ pleca that andi vdtii 
Wiiare daat'ro^ly be iwetP-d fa|a utnr^ 

Of ladia, and yet ia addiii^ ToOre." 

The following line*, taken from a sptnled Jem cj/nV, a 
parody on *^The Splendid Shilling'' by PhilipB, appeared in a 
Calcutta periodical about iBia; we e^ttract them as they have 
reference to tho^e pleasajit compatiioiis of dwellers in the Pkina^ 
the musqnitoes:-^ 

'•So pJM my daya,. Bit| wfein nocturtial 

Tbli wafJ 4 miTctoi^^ aj^ the aattry m\t 
Pexjuade* meo to alky tfaeir parebluf thtnt 
With plauli^ wioai. And platea nf ctHillflf i^a | 

Me, bfnEMii Bildat tan thousand aw arnla 

Of currt! miLiipilrM, In a wttm wwom, 

ftclmif, bmhM I t4d feed wfii dfimal thtmibtv 
My aoaim mwA m •oouiitnn^ i^k, a Mwtw 
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And Ust /f«i or dulvaIhI M^k ^h// 

Or mum 441 biAl9iv''d jiantb^ aod pw CAd«ti| 

Or mm oTthajfTBp’liers, Aad A, B, C F 
MeuwtiEte I IaJmi »ilh vriTFiKd 
And r^kift HTAticfa md fvm p mj hhtmn 
Find BO felted. Bar kca.vy eym npom i 
&E]it Sf M tJumbcr haply dwi ravid^ 

My vB^j limbi | my fniw;y itKli avakr, 

TboBflitfyl of e4f?rr |b ■ drsim, 

MttrdBA imi^iDary iwftfndi of Qi^f, 

irt rain-^wiJce, ] find Iboir «i(Fitd bii+i 

Stil^ itebinf, iBd tN^plauinf phanrom Burso,”^ 

A poem, entitled Calcutta” affardi a ”reTDarkabI^ correct 
and happy picture of the passing scenes and feelings of an 
Indian life.” The book zs out of print, but some extracts from 
it we have come across, may amuse our readers of the pn*sent 
day. A youth recently from England, and destined for the cmJ 
service* who is in his fuU of extravagant but disap¬ 

pointed hopes, and fond of pleasure, thus breaks out in poetic 
language :— 

CatK Oh Ihc ihfp hi hour Umt hofir 
My jtJtEd ^ra^lc to rndm^E burninf ohoreT 
A« iiABJpkicius hour from wtileh 1 dil'P 
The hdu«r lormcnla of a wrotched fme f 
P^IdcIbi}, Irttvniax to tba taW thoy told, 

Landi rich la nthtn*, aad tIteii itreamliig^ goM ; 

Wlasn tnWr* ifuift fil Luimft lap 

WooM \mu iflt hoffiv^udn Ittorlte chUd ^ 

To ^asA my dayi In haw amro 
Or flUCf Ibi: nflwrt of 5 « finwir SuhC. 

* • P * 

Warn, «ad iwttH I the tkh deloiksi RLb, 

Hoofee, park and carrufEp rvihh from my eym 1 
Condemned, nWl twelve tediaut year* to bora, 

Mor dira ^ vuk EXpuiBi of rxtwi. 

When xU Ihe M[via|^ id afteiithrt mv 
Would rnmoqAj hoy a cahio aithi feet 

y 
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We hasten over the pdetn to give an eirtmct of the usual 
evenii^g aiibig, when peiirple were accustomed, as they are now, 
to sniff the air on the Hooghly's banlc on the Caurse" or public ^ 
drive 

** Scdvte ibey quit the itimTKHtTcig: ekair, 

And bre^Ul^ ibrimd ikie itp^cJo^ {fust ojhL xir. 

* • * • 

Vtlmi (imfr when drippinif wUii eililJmf 
Tbx |iiHi berr dnnkv lim fenrn fail 
And tonb Lmxnhnenujy jafvd to hrrOik 
Tbff lof^ xrmf, a&d white xvshe, 
f\ili lowy X su^&deiwd IcrUo iu jacket wlUfe^ 

Wiji^ fr™ ibc IhraftffEn^ Caant him xky fT^hl, 

Bornecid the H |W^hI v^tb whip ml r«fnA 

[n a l«r 9p«eiiEifiii dI Steuart^a paicu. 

^Mst raJI liie wheab ; thi i^rv, with equal pan, 

Gtwp4 the kinl ail ol HW belricniiof bcM, 

AdI diafiM, a»4 whtrlelK with ehowHii Id hb bawl 
Lnne> the Sttractiiuiti oT the faT^riti!i hawi, 

Whefl Mi Own laheh, tn harffiOny aJIrc; 

May ^n Ih# cf^rda ^serting ham the drite, 

And the tr^hlia^ drawbrid^ rattHn^ hard, 

Ruih te the pinaiarra id the prameafidiL.'^ 

VVe shall close with a descriptian of the ecmcociutants of 
refection in the East, the pleasures of which, as here depicted, 
au Englishtuau in England would hardly credit-— 

** LH then thnnrifleah fptccire ^nfn 
Ha abjact love to waltiTW in exes t 
^ Drink now," ha cri^ '^and heap Ihn ^roaninf board 
Wilb every laito that orient cllities ■tford.'* 

Say, da hh lavlibod cyi* with miupoft flqw^ 

Or heavy rifhs atteit the f lolton^i woe H 
A]i» I nature Cllh 10 light 

Myrindsid win^ lomi In ipauJn flight 
Ol^ mfy diili the botr&dag beetle lEalla^ 

Th* cwiki^ciich pliyt, or ££terpltter crxwfaf 
A thmietiid rhapea of <rarkfatBd huea 

Pamdfi Ihc tabbr and impKi ibe slmr 
The Uricf walk the nrarmlng hundmdt jii^ 

Or ewurt, i dain^ nieel^tlia^y wkh- 
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av^f liaaps fbvir lUmj bodka dicnch, 

Oiiljna the lump* ^QlTacatieif rtcnch I 
O Effirkfi 41 ■bont+ with mH ihjfatltd bliUf 
Oae 9C«P« o£ hippEn^ Efke thUl T' 

Drinking Imd long been one oJ the " rationalatnusemenlv 
with which OUT ancestors nought to beguile the timCi Anack 
punch would aeem to-have been tl^ hrat beverage lo which the 
English in India addicted themselves—and it often proved to be 
the last. A traveller of the time speaks of another beverage as 
minous—We conversed together fos some time, drinking a 
little of hot wine boilnd with doves, cinnamon and other spicea, 
which the English call &urni teinet and used to drink frequently 
in the mornings to comfort their stomach." With such a habit 
it is not surprising that it was aaid of the people that “ thdr 
lives were not worth two monsoonsAt a later period there 
was a Persian wine, much in favor, which Mr Ives 1 1757 1 tells 
us was suppUecL by the Company to^itSi servants at the western 
factories; and was **Uie best be.ever tasted, eiicept claret." It 
was not very long, however, before European beers and winea 
were imported^ and consumed by those who couki afford to pay 
the high prices then haed on these now most accessible 
beverages- Punch and sherbet, being always cheapo were the 
common drinks of the young ntilitary men; and pretty freely 
were they consumed, at aifl hmirSr from morning to night. And 
to this slow poison it may be confident^ asserted that a veiy 
large proportioii of the annual mortality may be attributed. 
Towards the end of the century^ this vice began to decline. 
Men found that it was better to iTve- than to drink themgeSves 
into untimely graves. Mr. Tennant, writing m 1796, — 

Regulimly of living and temperance axe much more prevalent 
among the present inhabitants than the first adventurers-'* 

The was the grmd wWler away of time with our 

ancestors in old Calcutta- East Indian lacfies^ were said to have 
been much addicted to its use, while genOemeOv instead of their 
perusal of a paper furnishing the head with politics and the 
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heart with standal/' indulged thcraselvea with the hookah'^ 
ftime, while under the hands oi the pemiqiiier in the days when 
powder and pig-tailfs ivere in fashion- Grand Pr^ thus notices 
the hookah and its attendant the h&ofcahtirdar:—"Every 
hookaburdar prepares separately that of his master in art 
adjoining apartment^ and^ entering all together with the dessert^ 
thev range themselves round the table. For half an hour there 
is a continued cLamoutp and nothing is disdnctly heard hut the 
CfV for filencep tiil the noise subsides and the con^'ersadon 
as«umec its usual tone. It is scarcely possible to see through 
the cloud of smoke which fills the apartmenL The effett 
produced by these dscuinstances js w^himsical enough to a 
stranger, and tf he has not his hookah he will find himself in an 
awkward and unplea-sant situation. The rage of smoking 
extends even to the ladies; and the highest compliment they 
tan pay a man is to give him preference by siaokuig hb hookah. 
In this case it is a point of politeness to take of the mouthpiece 
he is using and substitute a fresh one^ which he presents to the 
lady with his hookah, who soon returns iL This compliment k 
not always of a trivial importance^ it sometimes signifies a 
great deal to a friend, and often still more to a husbancL^^ 

Among the advertisements of an European firm in Calcutta 
in 179a, we observe ^"Elegant Hookah bottoms—um shaped 
richly cut, with plates and mouthpietes/' As noticed before, 
the long hookah was considered not only fashionable but an 
indispensable article in the dining-room at every house of 
elegance and respectability, and a hookah nig constituted one of 
the carpet work fancies of young ladies of the day, as presents 
to those of their relatives and frienik whom they respected or 
loved. We remember the time when the hookah was introduced 
with the dessert, and we have seen thirty hookahs on each side of 
the table, one behind almost every diner, with its respective 
hookahburdat feeding the chillum (reservnir which contained the 
tobacco) and keeping up the red glow of the (laH of fire) 

while hifi master was employed lir convene with his ficighboutf- 
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The gwrgle-g^TKle q ! theai^ tiKly heokaha stiunge mu^ic, 

and rather diBCordant, but na dtnncr would have been corvsidered 
ike without aueb accompaniment. U was not till 1&4Q 

that the practice began to fall into disuse. 

Mra^ Fay writes of card-playing After tea, either carda 
or mtisic hl( up the space till ten^ when supper b genenUly 
announced^ Five-card loo b the usual game ^ and they pky a 
rupee a fish, limited lo ten- This will strike you aa being 
enormously hlgh^ buE il b thought nothing of here- Tredille 
and whist are much in fashion, but ladieB seldom join in the 
latter; for though the stakes are modemie, bets frequently run 
high among the gentle men r which renders those anxious who 
sk down for amusement, lest others should lose by thetr 
blunders.'’ 

” Physic," ffnHief /f&tise states^ in the last centuty* as 
well as law* is a gold mine to its profesaois to work it at wilL 
The medical men in Catcutta make their visits in palanquinsr 
and receive a gold mohur from each padent for every commm 
attendance; extras are enonnous; mediednes are also rated 
sa high, that it is shocking to think of; in order to soften 
which public as much as possible^ an apothecary's shop 
is opened at the Old Fort, by the Company, in the nature of 
your London dLspensaries^ where drugs are vended upon reason^ 
able terms The following charges are specimens of the 
expenses those Europeans incur, who sacrifice to appearances. 
An ounce of bark, three rupees: an ounce of salts, one rupee; 
A bolus,, one rupee t a hlister, two rupees y —and so on, in 
proportion \ so that literaMy speakings you may ruin your fortuTie* 
to preserve your life- 

Dr. Halliday brought a claim in the Calcutta Court of 
Requests, on the and July, tBlBu against the executors of the 
late Mr. Joseph, "of Sicca rupees 3^4* for six visits paid by him 
to the deceased at the rate of Sicca rupees 64 for each visit." 
Prosecator was nonsuited on account of absence ^ Wt notice 



103 


the good old DATS OF 


tl»c case, only an evidence of the high charge made by 
medical men for their visits in those days. 

Wniiamson writes of genllemen^s dress before iSoo:—“ In 
many instances these evening visits are paid in a vety airy 
manner; coals being often dispensed with; Uic gentlemen 
wearing only an tipper and an under waistcoat both ol white 
linen and the former having sleeves. Such would appear an 
extraordinary freedom, were it not established by custom, though 
it generally happens that gentlemen newly arrived frota Europe, 
especially llie ofRcera of His Majesty’s regiments, wear their 
coals and prefer undergoing a kind of wann bath of the most 
distressing description both to themselves and to their nrlghboura 
but in the course of lime, they fall in with the local usages, and 
though they may enter the room in that cumbrous habit,^ rarely 
fail ta divert themselves of i± as soon as the first ceremonies ait: 
over* in favor of an upper waistezoat vtiich a senrant has in 
readiness.” Lord Valertia in iSo 4 t states that English falaiJc 
alpaca began in be considered more fashionable and soon 
ffliptfseded the white linen waistcoat. There was one singular 
article of dress, to which Giand Fri alludes. He sap^r—'*Tn be 
secure from the attacks of musquitoes it ifi the eustom to wear 
witbia doors, if one stays any time^ whether for meals or any 
other purposet r^nd the tegj^ 

An eiccllcnt eipressioii b that, ^^durtna^a imnd"* sik) 
one to whJdi several meaumgs are attached. “In some in- 
gtantes it implies that the lady of the house is lazy, and has not 
dressed lo receive Tzsilois j in others that baby is QI, or perhaps 
Dtherwise occupied, and that she is attending on it ^ on scmie 
fxicasions, that she is suffering from one or other of the numerous 
forms of indisposition that afflict the sea in India- All these 
are valid excuses in their way; but how comes it that at such 
and sucb a house where we received this message, we saw, 
standing in the compound^ a buggy and horse cxtreoiely like 
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those of Captain Snooks, of one of the native regimenU that 
after four years' residence at the stadott motinied and dissolved 
themselves?"' How can we recondlc thig Iktie fact with the 
message we have just received? The interpretation b* however, 
easy. It signifies that the lady is more agreeably occupied than 
she would he if receiving us." 

The lotrodecticm oi tatties into Calcutta h mendoned in a 
letter from Dr Campbell, dated 10th MaVt 1789s—'"We have 
had veiy hot winds and delightful cool houses. Everybody uses 
tatties now. They are delightful contrivances. My hall, by 
means of tatties, has been cool as m Europe, while the other 
rooms were uninhabitable, twenty-five degrees difference by 
Fahrenheit's thermornetef.” Tatties are* however, dangerous 
w^ben you arc obliged to [eave them and go abroad ; the heat acts 
£0 powerfully on the body that you are commonly affected with 
a severe catarrh.” 

Tiffins (lunch) seem to have come mto use In Calcutta with 
the present century —and the dinner hour* which had been 
growing later and later in the day, to have been thrown bach 
about the same lime suddenly to the evening; Lord Valentiat 
who vbited Calcutta about 1805, says*—*" It is usual in Calcutta 
to riso early, in order to enjoy the cool air of the moming, 
which is paiiicidatiy pleasant before sun rbe. At la they take 
a hot meal, which they call tiffin^ and they generally go to bed 
for two Of three hours. The dinner hour b camnfonly between 
j and 8^ which b certainly tm late in this hot climate, as it 
prevents an even mg ride at the proper time and keeps them up 
till midnight or later.” 

The 5 iVj?ji or mid-day rest, ssr common in Italy and 
all tropical countries, so refreshing to early risers, generally 
succeeded the early dinner of former times. The SJesLa was, 
however, sometimes fatal under circumstances like those Hadtey 
reLates^^'^ Having ate heartily of meats, and drank a quantity 
of porter^ they throw themselveii on the bed undressed, the 
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windows and door's opcii> A profys? perepiralion ensues, which 
Ls often suddenly checked by a cold north-west wind, ‘This 
brings on what Ss caUed a pucka [piihid) fever, which will often 
terminate in death in sia hours, particdarly with people of a 
corpulent, plcUmric habit of body. And wc have known two 
instances of dining with a gentlumaxii and be.ng sii¥it*d to his 
burial before supper time/* 

Hotels generally were not cslablisbed in Calcutta till about 
iflio; pitrvious to that there were laverns in the Lall Baiaj and 
Cassitollah. In tjSo, hDwever+ w'e find an advertisement oF a 
hotel in Calcutta to be kept by Sir E- Impey's " late atewajd and 
Sir T. Rumbold's late cook/' where there were turtles dressed, 
genGemen boarded, and families supplied with pastry/^ On the 
increase of strangers and temporary residents to Calcutta, the 
cost and incooTenience of futoishing a whole houtie, ltd to the 
setting up of boarding bouses. The " Wilson/^ of I 0 oo was 
established at Fultah, where a large establishment was 
maintained for families and single tadieSt who had to embark 
and disemhark there on account of the tide.. 

Hanging punkahs are said by one authority to have 
orifiitated in Calcutta by accident, towards the close of last 
century. It li reported that a clerk in a Government ofice 
suspended the leaf of a table, which was acddeatally waved to 
and fro by a visitor. A breath of cool air followed the move¬ 
ment, and suggested the idea which was worked out and resulted 
in the present machine. Before this discovery fans or chowries 
made of palm leaves, only were used. A class of natives was 
employed for using these fans ; they were called ^'Kittesol boys,'' 
and were dressed "in wytr muslin jackets tied round! the waist 
with green sashes, and gartered at the knees in like manner with 
the puckered sleeves in England, with white turbans, bound by 
the same colored ribband." 

The furniture to bouses in Calcutta was much less last 
century than noW| as besides Lhe txpenie of European fuinitiire 
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in those d^ys, it was qonsidered not proper td have the roonis 
furfiished with artidea beyond the actual ucce&sanes, at it was 
supppEed that much fumltm-e heated the house and afforded^ 
shelter to vcrmio, which were theti tiiarc abundant from the 
Ewampa near Calcutta. Kinderaley writes on this subject 

in t " Furniture U so exorbitantly dear, and so difilcuU Id 

procure, that otie seldom gees a room where all the chairs arc of 
one Eort; people of first conse{|Ucncc are forced to pick ihenn up 
as they carij cither from the captains of Europe ships or from 
China, or having sets made by bluuderiog carpenters ol the 
counijf^^, or send for them to Bombay which are generally 
received about three yearj^ after they are bespoke; so that those 
people who have great good luekp generally get their houses 
tolerably well cEquipped by tlic time they are quitting them La 
teturn Id England/* 

Old [Fidians were* in bygone timej, generally conceived to 
he distmguished for excessive w^ealtli^ diseased livers, a repulsivn 
querulousncss, of majinerj and a luxurious way of lifci That 
large fortunes were made sometimcSp and that the exlretne ol 
priental luxury w^as indulged in by some European residenls, anti 
hence intported in a modified form toto the west, k a fact sufli- 
cjtrntly W'cll eslablbhcd for us most wUtingly to concede ; but we 
question whether these examples ought not lather to be regarded 
as forming the excepttona than the rule. The truth ti^ that tn 
the 4j[d times vciy few returned to England at all; and Utat oj 
iJiese returned with large fortunes—rarely or acvcr honestly 
acquired—an iitipressiDn soon got abroad that India was an E| 
Dorado^ and that pagodas and rupees were to be had for the 
mere stooping to pick them up. Thb was a sad mistake. As 
regards the general prospects of the European adveuturert we 
hesitate not to say that they wtsce far less cheering than they are 
ai the present lime. Tlic gloomy side of the picture has not 
been exposed to view; hut if the whole truth were to be told, 
how much of the wretchedness and desolyJqfi of friendless exilr 
would be set dowDi m the cJ^Qalcle'^diow -oiony sad talcs ot 
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homek^ wint ajid diaconsolater sorrow, and sidcness, onrelleved 
by one gJeam of kiodness and comfort, would be totd. There 
^vas, in thas* days, much more to wrestle against at the ootst:t* 
much more to try, perhaps Xo break, the strongest apiril. They 
who triumphed, triumphed not in vain j but how many were 
beaten down. When Mr. Shore arrived in India as a writer in 
1769^ His salary rupees a m^rtih l and this too ia the 

Secret and PoLitical Departreient When Sir Thomas Munro 
arrived in India as a cadet, in 17S0, his pay was five pagodas a 
month with free quarters, or ten pagodas without. ** Of the five 
pagodaSi" said Mr. MunrOi ** I pay two to a Dubash, one to the 
servants of the Mess, and one for hair dtiessiEig and washing ; so 
that I have one pagoda per moEtth to feed and dothe me." 
Fortunate young man i 

We differ from our forefathers in nothing more remarkably 
than in the distdbotion of our timcK We have been gradually 
getting into later and later hours; lengthening out the day lor 
purposes of business, and assimilating our customs io those 
which obtain at bome. " Tlie writerB,"^ Bays Mr. Forbes in 
hh Afimoirs, at the period of my arrival at Bombay, (1765) 
and during the whole time of my ofikiating iji that capacity^ 
were luUy cogged from 9 oklock to la, when they retired 
from their reipective officer to dinner, which was then at 
i o^dock in every class of English society. At 2 the 
wrritcre retomed to their employment until 5 ; when, after a 
dish of tea, a social walk on a fine sandy bcadi, open to 
the salubrions western breeze, gave us a keener appetite for 
supper than our scanty pittance of thirty rupees per month 
could furnish- Such was our conshmt practice six days iti the 
week-^* And as it was at Bombay so was it iit Catcutta. 
Writing io 1783, Mrs. Fay, the wife of a barrister, says,—The 
dinner hour here b 2, and it is customary to wt a long while at 
table; parriculariy dtiring the cold weather. During dinner a 
good deal of wine b drank, hut very little after the doth is 
-ceiaoved, except in bachdoria patties, as they are called; for the 
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Custom of rdposingj if not of sleepingp after dinfier* ia so 
general, that the streets ol CaJctitta are from 4 to 3 m the 
aftemoonp almost as empt^ of Europeans aa if it were miflnight. 
Neat come the everiiiig airings on the Course^ where every one 
goes, though sure of being hall suffocated with dust- On 
returning thence^ tea is served, and uoiversally dmnk here even 
during the eictrenie heats. After tea, either cards or iriusic fiSl 
up the space till tOt when supper is usuaJty announced. Formal 
visits are paid in the evening; they are generally very short, as 
perhaps each lady has a dozen calls to make, and a party waiting 
for her at home besides^ Gcntletdcn also call to offer their 
respects if asked to put down their hats, it is considered as 
an invitation to Huppcr.” 

tn these times, the day^s work is really a day^s work j merr 
do not go home to tiffins or early dinners; nor can they afford 
to indulge in the artemoon sigsius. which, in former days, were 
eq general. A true hilh we helievep may be louod oa this latter 
charge against Eome ladies and some regimental officers ; and 
during trying hot winds in the upper province the custom of 
sleeping during the middle of the day sdll prevails; but the 
majority of European residents in JndUt have too much to do* 

to think of sleeping hefore dinner From to or it o'clock to 
5 or ofBce men are hard at work. Let none suppose^ that 
they lounge throitgh their busine^St after an indolent undress 
fashion —that they loll upon easy coaches, hookah in hand, and 
laiily give instructions to their underlings, whilst they sip their 
ddicioas sherbet and puff oot the fumes of the odorifemus 
The life of a man of biisiness in India Is anything hut 
a luiurious one- In spite of heat, of languor, of Oppression* of 
all the DveTpowerIng influences of the dimaie, he ioUs thraugh- 
obt the long day, in a comlortless counting-hoiise* perhaps in 
a room, the heated atmosphere ol which is rendered more 
intolerable by the presence of a score of only native clerks, 
and returns home at sunset, jaded and eahausted, to take his 
evening drive, and ailerwards perhaps, lo be dr»igged to a sultry 
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dinner party- The dincrs-'Dut^ howe^cir^. form but a fegraentr 
Lbough a large one oF otir sodety. There are matiy who delight 
in the quiet evening at bomei atn! rarely or never cross their 
threshold, to dinner, ball, pUy or concert^ after returning from 
Lheir evening drive. The domestic viitiieB are colth^atcd its 
seduloualy in Fndia, as in England; and not perhaps, by a 
smaller proportion of the gross atnoont of geniility. 

The age of damsel-errantry is past. The greater number 
of young ladies^ who embark for India on board our splendid 
passenger sttaincrs> turn their faces towards I he East, because 
their home is there. Thrir legiliroate prolcctorg reside in 
fndia^ and they are but retumitig to the pafenL&l roof^ from 
which the dreumstances of their position haifc temporarily 
banished them. They do not often arrive in the country with 
very extravagant notions of the splendid establishruertts in 
store for them^—or* inilcedj with any very absorbing iboughts 
of the great fnatter of fnatrimony at alh Once seUlcd here, 
they differ very little, in character and conduct, from young 
ladies tn Europe of the same rank in life. Every year, indeed, 
diminishes the breadth of the diiiilinctionsi which were once 
apparent. There is more domesticity in Indian life, tlian 
formerly chAracteriscd our social relations. Our young ladies 
are, for the most parti to be seen at home—happy^ contented, 
amiable. They are daughters and sisters; not mere husband¬ 
hunting spinsters. They have generally been educatedp though 
perhaps not quite so carefully tn some important points, as tf 
their education had been conducted under ihe maternal eye; 
and their cdnversatioTi ij, in no respect, tnrerior to that of 
young ladies of the same age and rank in the mother country. 
As regards the happiness q( domestic lik tn Indian we not 
lir$itate to express an optnEon to the effect, that in no 
community, with whose social characteristics ivc are acquaintcclj 
is there more married happiness than among the English in the 
East- Hugbands and wives are nrore dependent on each other 
in this country ituia at home. There is no place in the world 
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%vli€re a man atamis marc in o«J of the companiionsliiti of his 
wife, particularly in timci cf sickness. 

It may Sound strange to people at home, that chiSdrefi in 
India Bit up liil a late hour Few, indeed^ retire so early as 
they do in England^ hut then there U no oecesBUy. Witliia 
doors all day long as they are obliged to remaiOt lliere ia in 
reality to them very little difference between day and nightf 
unless 111 so Jar as suttlight characterises the one, and lamp- 
light the other. The intervals of sleeping and waking are 
tolerably equally distributed over the twenty-four hours, and 
although children Art almost invariably up and astir with the 
first dawn of day, they perbeps upon the whole sleep during a 
greater number of hours before sun set than they do from that 
time till sunrise. 

But we are talking of children—Indian children—poor 
little mortals that (bey are t Not for them are any of the 
lightsome joys that consecrate in after years the recollection ol 
that most bleat of life's changing scenes, as their more fortunate 
cousins whose happy lot it is to be born under a western and 
more temperate dime. The bird's ncBtingi the ** prowling tn 
the burrii/’' the games at rompsj the blithesoinc race through hill 
and daJe: ihesc, and the thousand other pastimes of the 
children of owf own happy land ate to those of India as if they 
had no existence. Jn their steady the Indian child is taught by 
the native servanta to pass its time as they themselves do* tn 
Ustless in activity. If, perchancep its infantile insliocts should at 
any ttrae lead it away at a pace at ilf approacliing a romp, it ia 
at oute pulled back* shaken, and mayhap pinched slyly, but 
severely, by the mild and gentle looking swarthy being who, to 
all appcaraoce, is intendy solicitous regarding it. To sit 
monkey-like in the arms of a nurse, playing with rude toy> that 
evidently give as much amuBement to the ayali, or the bearer, 
as IQ the thUd itself: to *’ buui^' snatches of Hindostanec song^; 
to liBteo to laicivious anecdotes of Hindoo gods; to 




no 


THE GOOD OLD DAYS OF 


disrespect TuHy of their mother ; to liej, cbealj, and steal—these 
and many other junusementa scarcely l&ss reprehensible, form 
the early education of a British child left lo the tuition of the 
native servants of India. 

A corre spoil dent of Uie Cd/rir//d Gas€tie in i 7S9, 

Ihe loLlowing petition 

The humble petition of Mr.- 

**Your petitioner begs leave most submissively to represent 
the unaccountable and unjust encroaclunent of “Esquire/- Your 
petitioner's ancef^tors were nf families bigiiLy res{>ecled| and in 
his native country he ta now considered on a footing with 
gentlemen of the firat consequence, it h the abuae of this 
country he complains of. 

** When your petitioner wa^ Rtst known in India, though 
his rank and aituaiion were not adequate to his title and meritfir 
yet being received in the best soctedcs the country afforded, he 
had no great cause to coiupLaiu ; but now what a sad reverse 
fortune^ through want of breeding in upatarts,^ or ignorance ol 
hia merits [and claims E The ftrsl fall your peddouer auflered 
was among shopkeepers, and auctioneerM, tailors and printers. 
But noWj will you believe it^ he is spumed by blacksmitbs and 
horac-doctora. rough-ridets and postillions^ when addressed by 
each other. Zt vras no longer than last week a moat serious 
quarrel was decided between FriziJe, a joumeynian hair-dresser^ 
and Suafilep a menage rnugh-rideT, with the loss of eight ounces 
ol blood from the nose of one party^ and the damage of a hlatk 
eye to the other, which originated in the latter having neglected 
the title of Esquire in bk address to the former, though he 
dignified him with the epithet ol your petitioner. 

This abuse of esquiring alt degrees is now carried to 
such lengths, that your petitioner is almost totally banished 
from the settlement, and is never heard of eicept when a 
master addresses his servant^ or a tailor hts journeyman 1 even 
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the obscurity of the parties, ignorance of their names, or a 
diBtrast whether they were over chriatianised, does not deprive 
them of this titlct for rather than allow one to escape^ or hurt 
the feeJings of a Porluguese cookp he m dubt>cd with blank 
Esquire. 

" Your petitioner has therefore at length ventured to 
represent hlfi situation, and begs you will lay his case before? the 
public that be may be restored to hii right and station. He 
will; eacusc such absutd Battery in debtors to merciless credit¬ 
ors, in dependants to patronst or servants to their masters^ 
bill he hopes and trusts that the real gentlemen of the settlc- 
nient will in future think it no disgrace to be addressed by their 
proper and respect able epkhet of plain Mr.p and th?it those who 
usurp the characters of genikmenp will not spurn a title which 
iheir fathers and their relations at home would even think it 
ridicule to be honoured with; so strange is the infatuation, that 
people are not contEoted with requiring the title of Esquire 
from others^ but have the absurdity to dub themselves such in 
public addresses^ This betrays a weak vanity generally attach¬ 
ed Lo mushtooTn gentry^ and evinces the propriety and tmlh of 
the adage, ^ that humility is true gentility.' 

It may not be unamusing to trace the origiTi of this 
epidemic contagion.^ Mr, Retail is a dukaniiar^ In the China 
Bntarp and addresses the Gunner of the Gangwi, and solicits 
tbe disposal of Wadding, EsquireV adventure. This man of 
powder, highly pleased with his new Indian dignityp retunip 
the obligation to the same style and offers Retait, Esquire the 
^leof hisadvontune. Henceforward each considers himgeM a 
perfect Esquirep and wauld deem it an iniult to his dignity to 
be any longer addressed by the respectable title of a private 
gentlematip at least during bis breathing oriental atmospherei 
and mixing with nabobs and upstarts equally dignified. Or 
Feyioo^ the hair-dresser, desirous oi purchasing pomatum from 


SbopJw|Kr^ 





1\2 


THJE G&OU OLD DATS OF 


iht f&ptaln's ^rvant, tmns dtibber^ andj ridiculouB to Cell, Li 
diibbed 111 retym- Where this dubbing; will end God knows. 
I bis madness had nged io such a height^ that F have seen an 
[ndian Esquiie lake a wort by gentleman fay the nqse, but be it 
noted Jt was in the act of shaving him, 

**This Indian Esquireship, like deatbjevels all distinctions; 
and supreme councillars and cooks, advocates and auctioneers, 
horse-doc tors and civil servants, judges and shopkeepers* 
postillions and pilots^ crannies and carpenters, butchers and 
bum bailUIs, upstarts and old soldiers, are all indiscritninately 
plunged In the vortex, and no soul ii left who claims or 
acknowledges the respectable and gentlemanly title of your 
injured petitioner.*' 

In 18311 Calcutta supplied wilh ice made at Hoogbly 
by the projecLor of the " Hooghly Ice Preserve/’* ITie Tuscany, 
with a cargo of ice from America^ arrived in the early part of 

1 if- epoch tn the history of CaJeutta, worthy of 

cominenioration. The ice was sold at four annas per neer in 
Calcutta. 

OUT-DOOR EXERCI^E^ 

There were few narriagei jn Calcutta in the beginning of 
this crnhiryt ladies and even doctorf^ paid visits in palankeens ; 
this notwithstanding ttiat coachmakers had set up in business 
in the city as for back as 1780. And that they were in ihe 
habit of tniportingcarriages, is eirident from the advertisements 
which we find in the earliest nnmben of One 

ot ihcir advertisements runs tbus:^—“'just imported, a very 
efegant neat coach, with a genteel rutlan roof» omamented with 
flowerSp very highly finished, ten best polished plate glasses, 
omiirDented with a few elegant medallions enriched with 
moiheTHa*pearl/* 

The Ccunrr says;—"Some are to be seen loLling in their 
buggies and cojoying tlicir evening drive op the beacbj, puffing 
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away with the greatest nonchalance imagtnablep whilst othefs 
on horseback atiJ in palaoquins are to be seen amusing them¬ 
selves in a siinilar way/’ 

Lord Valentia in 1S03, nsentions ” He came up the river 
in Lord Wellesley’s stale bargCt richly ornaiaented with green 
and gold, iU head a spread-eagle gilt, its stem a tiger’s head 
and body; the centre would convey twenty people with ease.’' 

Boating parties in olden times were very frequent, between 
Calcutta and Garden Reach, Wc find Mis. Fay %vfTting tn 1783 
about these boating trips, when “ the oars beat lime to the note 
of the clarionet” !-^'*Kittysol hoys, in the act of suspending 
their kittesaus, which were finely ornamented, over their beads 

_which boys were dressed in white muslin jackets, tied round 

the waist with green sashes, and gartered at the knees in like 
manner with the puckered sleeves in England, with turbans 
bound by the same colored ribband—the rowers resting on their 
oara in a similar unifonn—made a most picturesque appear¬ 
ance,” 

Boating, in tong handsome boats called snake boats, was 
much practised, in the evening particularly. Gentlemen kept 
their pleasure yachts, and were accustomed to go in them to 
Cbandemagore or 5 ook Saiigor on pleasure trips, SUvorinus; 
in 1770, writes of these snake boats!"—“Another boat of this 
country, which is very curiously constructed, is called a 
mourfitittkey ; these are very long and narrow, and sometimes 
eatending to upwards of a hundred feel in length, and not more 
than eight feet in breadth; they are always paddled, sometimes 
by forty men, and are steered by a large paddle from the stern, 
which is either in the shape of a peacock, a snake, or some 
other animal; the paddles are directed by a man who stands up, 
and sometimes makes use of a branch of plant to regulate their 
motions, using much gesticulation, and telling history to eacite 
either laughter or exertion. In one part of the stern is a 
canopy supported by pillars, on which a« sealed the owner and 
i5 
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his friends, K^ho partake of the refreshing breezes of the even¬ 
ing. These boats are very expensive, aving to the beautirgl 
decorations of painted and gilt ornainenU which are highly 
varnished and exhibit a considerabJe degree of taste.” The 
(act is. the only drive at that time was the dusty Course. There 
was no Strand Road, and no country drives; hence pleasure 
trips were made by CatcuUa people of wealth on the 
delightful boats and upon the pleasant waves of the Ganges.’^ 

Hog bunting was a favourite sport in bygone days, and 
there was a club called the Tent club. The members of this 
society were in the habit of resorting weekly to the jungles, 
within fifty miles of the city, in porsuit of this sport, Buchra, 
tt ruined silk factory about fifteen miles from Calcutta, was 
during the last century' generally the chosen spot for the meet. 
This deserted edifice was situated In the midst of an extensive 
forest; the ground-fioor was occupied by the horses of the 
party , a large room jn the upper storey was dedicated to 
refection ; whilst three or four smaller apartments formed Uie 
dormitariea of those who had come unprovided with tents. 


Udy Hood, who was travelling in the upper provinces, on 
her way from Muttra la Saharunpore, had a hunting excursion 
at Rohtuck, *'which did not prove very successful, as the 
party only killed one lion, and a tiger." Lady Hood was at 
Saharunpo^i on the aSth March. ,814. and proposed to proceed 

thence to Hurdwar. we suppose in continuation of her hunting 

0 Lahore. People appear not to have felt the heat so much 
then tn their travelling excursions as they do now. 

Jn ^ **«“***' 

.n the vicnity of Calcutta, of which the foJIpwing are the 

“ -4et with a 

iLino -i! » mile without 

stof^tng. The next morning was at first settled as the time of 
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of hia po^yen, determined to put them to the proof immediately, 
ftnd the party accordingly sallied forth to the first mitestone oit 
the great road to the Course, where the cbampioii^ without any 
previoua preparatioiip started and with great ease ran, 

at a quick pace, not only a miJe, but near a mile and^^half^ for 
the s«OTid milestone had been by some accidEnt removedi and 
the site of it/not being exactly knowtip^he continued to run 
almost to the foot of the Kidderpore Bridge-^' 

In /ficiyj GaMei/e, of lyBo, an advertiscfneot appear^ of a 
house to let ** at Bread and Cheese Bungalow, opposite the 
great tree.” 

The Beef-Steak Ouh, which had heen in existence iti 
Calcutta for years, hut had been {anguishing, was revived tu 
1S17. 

A Golf Club waa established in Calcutta on the 24th Mafcb^ 
1839, of which Lord Ramsay vas captaia. 




amusements* 


PUBLIC ENTERTArNMEWTS. 

Punch and taverns^ enterlaifHneBts were 

□saalp bffgaa to be rather nniiierous lit Lal 3 Bazar as early as tyfior 
even while Uie ^ Harmonic'^ was in iU zenith. Hawksworth 
rnentjonSi^** I waSj en passant» stiowii a tavernj called the 
London HoteL where entertainments are Jumislied at the 
moderate price of a gold mohur a head, exclusive of the dessert 
and wines- At the cofTte-honses year single dish of coffee 
Costs you a nipet: (half a crown) i which half a crown^ however^ 
franks you io the perusal of the English newspapetaii which are 
regularly arranged on a fUOj as in London * together with the 
Ca^cuffa Adverfis^rf the Calcwtia &c*t for 

the honor of Calcutta, he it recorded^ that the two last named 
pubLications are, what the English prinU formcriy were^ morak 
amusing and intciligent. Tlie chief strangers that came to 
Calcutta and visited the hotels, were the captains of llie 
rndiameHf great personages in their day« 

Vauxhall and Fireworks, at Cossinaul Baboo's Garden 
House^ jn the DurrumtoUah bo runs the heading of ati 
advertiseinent by Mn Oairardj, on the 4lh December, 1788—^ 
"Mr. Gairard docs himself the pleasure to acquaint the ladies 
and genilemieo of Cakuilai, that his Vauxhal! Exhibition of 
Fireworks will commence this day^ Thursday, the 41H instant, 
by a grand display entitled " The Garden of Pleasure/ Hie 
detached pieces that pi^cede the grand display are of a new 
invention, and verj’ cuifous. The first of which will exhibit 
The Compliments^ The Garden is laid out in very great order, 
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the additjgiiaJ advantage of nciv walk5, all covered in, la 
protect the compaiif from the vapours of the evening, and 
when illuminated, will afford a very pleasing r»a/ d'ait. Tlic 
fireworks will coninience at eight o'clock precisely. Mr. Gairard 
has likewise fitted up several large boxes for tbe reception of 
families who may wish to be accommodated by thetoselves, at 
6 o sicca rupees each, with refreshments included/' 

“The celebration of His Majesty'^s recovery From his late 
unfortunate malady took place on the aSlh July, rySp, and no 
means with in the power of the inhabitants of this settlement 
were withheld to demonstrate their joy on the occasion”—so 
wrote the editor of the Royal salutes, atid fiux dt 

yViVwere fired, and in the evening the town of Calcutta and 
suburbs ivere illaminatcd, and the whole concluded with a concert 
and supper given by the Right Honorable the Governor General, 
We give the GstatHe's description of the illuminations" Tbe 
Old Court House, the Government House, the monumciit,* the 
great tank, and the tw‘o principal streets leading north and 
south to the Esplanade, were adorned by Mr, Gairard, well 
known for his skill in this mode of embellishnient; and though 
the causes mentioned (a heavy fall of rain and repealed showers 
afterwardsJ prevented, in a great degree, the general effect that 
wmuTd have attended hts plans had the weather been favorable, 
many parts of them, the Old Court House and the Government 
House in particular, afforded an admirable display of beauty 
and magnificence. Besides these the illuminations of individuals 
were abundant, and would, had not the weather proved un* 
favombte, have exhibited a most extensive^ if not universal, 
of splendour over the European part of the town. "God 
save the King”—"Long live the King'*—^“Vive lc Roi"—“Vivant 
Rex ct Regina"—and other loyal mottos shone in all quarters, 
and the following in the house of the A ccountant General 

• TliSf ipparmtlj telEn ta iIh cld HoIwbII 4«til net of cmirW to 

Ihi Colamn wbieli via nert I hen in eiiitenc*. 
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demandc^d particular aliention—The King tnisteth id the Lord 
atid id the Mercy of the mo^L High^ he shall not be tooved'*— 
'' He asked life al Thee and Tbou gavesi him il^'— '^' ThdU 
Luo west that the Lord saveth His anointed/’ 

*' [AOVERTIMES(ENT.J Mf. Stuart has desired it to be 
Bignihcd (through the chanuet of this paper) to the ladies and 
gentlemen of the settlement, that the Old Court House appear- 
ing^ on a survey^ not to be in a condltiDn to admit of the safe 
accommodation of the usual eompany, he is obliged to deny 
himself the pleasure of meetuig them at the customary perioda 
of the approaching i^asoti, ssttd^ 1791,’^ In the 

following year (179^ }p we Rnd this gentleman had bis parties at 
the Theatre. He requests the Favor of their company (the 
gentlemen in the Honoiahte Company's Civil and MlllUry 
Services} to a concert and supper, on the 33rd April, ** to 
celebrate the national success in the late war and the happy 
restoration of peace/’ 

On the cetebratiofi of His Majesty's birthday, a ball and 
supper were given at the Theatre on the &th December 1792^ 
when the bail waa opened by Lady Jones, wife of Sir W]][iani 
Jones, the eminent orientalist. We note thb incident only to 
allude to a reminiscence^ given by the editor of the Setections 
from the Calcutta Gaiettcs/' lately published* The late Mr* 
Blacquiere, magistrate of the town of Calcutta, and interpreter 
m the late Supreme Court, who died tn 1852^ at the age of §0 
and upwards, used to talk of having danced a minute with Lady 
Jones, as a young man/’ 

Nautches used to be given at the different Hindoo houses 
at the Doorga Poc^k The roost popular of the Hindoo 
gentleiiien was ’^ Sookiuoy Roy/’ at whose house **two large 
swing punkhas were kept constantly in motion* to keep the 
room cooL Here (in 1792) a noveUy wai^ tnLroduccci in the 
Pooja ceremoniefi, namely, a combination of English airs with 
the Hindo^Unee songs/^ This in novation seems not to have 
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succeeded, " owing to the ihdiHereol skill of the nmsielans,'’ 
One writer fioticiog tke subject aays, " but the favourite simple 
air of Maiinek was played so as to be immediately dl-ilin. 
guishable." ‘'The majority of company crowded to Raja 
Nobkissen’js, where several mimics attempted to imitate the 
manners of diferent nations.'' 

Those were times f 1793 ) when the expenditure of money 
was thought little of, a gold mohur passing almost as a rupee 
in value. We see an advertisement of tickets for a ball at Mrs. 
Le Ciallais’ rooms for sale at one gold mohur each. On the 
occasion of a subscription being got up for the building of the 
Kdinhtirgh University, Lord Cornwallis gave 3,000 sicca rupees, 
Honorable C. Stuart, 3,ooo sicca rupees, and so on—one smaj] 
fist, showing a total of subscriptions of over 30,000 mpeea. 

On liw! Cth Fchuary, 1793, was achieved the great victory 
to the British arms at Seringspatani, and on the anniversary of 
tiiatday [1793) a superb entertainment was given at the 
Calcutta Theatre, by the principal gentlemen of the Civil 
Els tab I i shine nt to Lord Cornivallis and a uumerous company, 
Hare is a description of the gorgeous illumination on that 
pecaaion"^The whole front of the Theatre was completely 
ilJu mi Rated, by which means, independent of the grand edect 
of the profusion of lamps, aoy embarTassmeut in arriving at the 
doots was entirely prevented, though the crowd of spectators, 
palanquins, &c., was of course immense; and facing the front 
was 3 very large transparent painting by .Mr. Devis, from a 
drawing by Lietitenant Conyngham, of the 76th, exhibiting the 
storm of Bangalore by the British troops on the night of the i rst 
March, lygt. At the western cnirance of the room, the boxes 
and gallery were overhung with splendid canopies of silk in the 
fono of tents, between which were erected a variety of banners, 
helmets, and military trophies • amongst which one in the 
centre bore the coronet of the Earl, and at different spaces the 
Company's crest was fised on sable escuicheous, The casiero 
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end of the gftat fa&m wa^ also deconitccl with martial 
ornaments, and over the centre of tbera appeared a brilliant 
star. The bannrrs repre^nted the colors of every regiment 
that at the siege, and beneath them wens reversed the flags 
of Tippoo SaltaTi, Ttierc were also two large banners^ charged, 
the one with the royal arms, and the other with the arms of the 
Corapany. In front of the eastern door ol the hoase was a 
grand transparent view of Senngapatara, by Messrs- Devis and 
Solwyns, from a drawing of Lientenant Colebrooke. Over 
the windows were light tranftparent views of the principal 
forts taken from the enemy, Ossorsp Ryacotta, Naoadroogt 
Sevorndmog, Oottradroog, Ramgeiy, and Shivagery, painted 
by Mr- Solwynsp from drawings of Lieutenant ColEbrooke. 
The ceiling was beantifnlly decorated with ftowers, laurels, and 
foil, which also were profysely twined around the pillars. A 
□umber of most elegant lustres were suspended from the roof, 
and the wails were ornamented with splendid "mirrors. The 
benches were covered with crimson silk, and gold and silver 
fringes. At ti n'dock the ball commenced with a figure 
dance very elegantly performed by the following ladies: Mrs. 
Haldane, Mrs. Montgomery, Mrs. Hewlett, Mrs- Barlow^ Mm, 
Peter Murrav, Airs. Colli oSh Miss Mackintosh and Miss Frail, 
Each lady was dressed in a uniform of white satiiit with gold 
fringCp and a bandeau with the words 6th of February'* 
inscribed on it> Lord Cornwallis was presentp as was His 
Highness Llie Nawab Saadut Alvp and his soUp together with 
Beveral forcfgnets of distinction; the company w'as extremely 
numerous, and appeared to feel the highest satisfaction on the 
occssioti." 

A few days after f^^th March 1793) the J^enior mi/ifar/ 
officers gave a ball and supper at the Theatre tu commemotalioa 
of the peace of Seringapatam. The decorations of the rooms 
were so different from those on the occasion alluded to above^ 
that we can not pass them over without some notice;^" The 
appearance of the Theatre, on entering itp was at once 
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magtiirtcciit and chaste, aplendid, yet not glaring. The eye. 
iltcr eontritipfatiog the double range of pillao which were 
decorated wUh white foil, and entwined with spiral WTeatha of 
roscs^ streck with a rep resen tatidn of the temple of Janus 
plated in the recess, which terminated the view , and eaerted 
the attriitlon by this appropriate in scrip lion— C/ud&r, m 
Paream On each side of the vestibule in the approach 
to the temple were placed in basso-relievo the bunts of 
Augustus and of Trajan ^ above that of the Former emperor 
was represented the restoration, of the Roman standards and 
eagleSp Avhicb had been aeiied from Crassiis^ above the bust 
of Trajatip the Dacian chief was representecl imploring the 
clemency of his imperial conqueror. The floor of the vestibule 
was painted in imitation of variegated marble. At ihe east 
end of the great room, were the whole fength figures of Justice 
and Fortitude^ at the west, of Peace and Plenty. Over the 
entrance of the room a music gallery was erected, in front of 
which^ on a medallion, in attitudes at once beautiJul and 
correct, were paidLcd the Graces, and on each side of them, in 
difl^rent compartments, the emblematic 6gures of Music and 
the Dances.^* We need not describe the enterfaJnmtdt as it 
was very similar la the other rioted above- 

On the King's birthday, 3rd December ijgj, a party of 
getiUemen dined with Sir John Shore at the Government 
House, among whom were the Governor of Chinsurahj. Chief of 
Serampore. &c. In the evening the ball and supper at the 
Tlieatre were very numerously attended | the ball was opened 
by Mrs- Chapman and Sir George Leith, and the minuets 
continued till near 1J o-dock. when the company retired to a 
very elegant supper. After supper country-^daDces commeoced, 
and were continued with great spirit till 4 o'clock m the 
morning/" and it is added—“ We observed with much pleasure 
lor the first time several Armenian ladies and gentlemen 
joining in the dance/' It seems straDge to us that the dance 



THE <jQQD OLD DAYS OF 


i 22 


stiQuld bfipfi pven in thi; llieatre while the dinner was 

given Govern incut House* 

At the Si, Andrew's Dinner, which was hel!d at the 
Theatre ip 1794, and whereat a very numerous party were 
giiUiered, the usual loyal and other toasts wetc drunks and 
then followed theitc two unique toaijts—" May the British 
constilytidp pervade the earth and trample anarchy under 

and May the British empire in aEt its parts ever exhibil 
the same harmony and unanimity that animate the present 
eoitipany.^* The Mirror had no need to tell tis, that itl this 
time "the bottle had a rapid circulation/’ 

A grand inuaical entertain me nt was given in Ihe New 
ChareA an the zjlk ai February 1797, for the benefit of the 
Free Schi>pl Society, when a selection from the work a of 
Handel was giveo^ and a thousand tickets were sold^ which 
essentially benefited the charity* The performance corn- 
men ced at a llltie after 7 and ended a little before rr o^clcck. 

New Piihlic Rooms, Tank Square/' seem to have been 
opened in the autumn of 179S, and the first assembEy of the 
public for dances, &c.+ took plate on the jjth November, 170^. 

^ The commemoration of the glorious and mem arable battle 
of Assay* was celebrated on Swntfayf the a^rd September, jSo4t 
at the Government Home, where a grand dinner was given to 
the Hon'ble the Chief Justice, the members of CounriJ, ihe 
Judges of the Supreme Caurt^ Mapr-Genera) Wellesley, I he 
Envoy from Bagdad, and to all the principal civil and military 
oificers and British JnhabitanUi of Calcutta, The toasts 
of :—Major-General Wellesley 1 the Army of the Deccan and 
the rtn^tnary of the battle of Assaye; with our illustrieus 
Comnianderdn*Chiefi and the Army in HindustaPt were drank 
With enthusiaJTn. The bands of the Governor General and of 
His Majesty'! 22nd Regiment played martial airs during the 
entertain meat; and at sunset, a royal -jalute was lired from the 
ramparts uF tort William, in honor of tht battle of A&saye. 
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Th^ Gcvernor G^mer^i und Maj^tr-General Weiieshy <^f^nd^d 
dhdnr service in tht^ mormisg ike ^^rd iti ^ke Old CkurcA, 
wken a Ji-rjvTtfjt swifaiU fke ^ecastM tpas ky /Agr 

liei^read Hit. Brown.** W* luave italicbcd a poTtinTi qf this 
information, aho^ving how our rulers were ^ccu^tometj tq 
combine the outward forms of religion with con viviality, Nd 
wonder if aach desecration of the Sabbath was practised in high 
places, tliat there ivas littie of tlie vitality of retigion among the 
general pubtic. 

On Uie ist March, tSoj, a grand dinnEr was given at the 
Pantheon, Madras, by tbe oiScers ot His Majesty's and the 
Honlile Company's services at tlie Presidency, to Major- 
General the Honijle Sir Arthur VVeUcslcy, IL B.p on his 
approaching departure from India, Several loyal toasts were 
drank on the occasion. We need not give a descnptlon of the 
entertainment, as we have noted one or two spr^omens of the 
manner in which theae aJfAlrat were got up in those days. We 
notice this only to introduce an original song^ w'hkh was sung 
by a gentleman whose name is not given^ in honor of tbe 
departing Gene rat ^ and which received with the greatest 
enthusiasm^ Thr song was as follows;— 

'’FrjsHq ibe wng ^ inmUph, resound tbe mnrtioJ stmii^ 

T<i BriLftiti'i fhom rctTamin^, hrxrc WcUeUc^ Jiqiti thr pliia* 

Wlitsr Vkl^aiy exultrttf tier C^Ktcpicrinit 

Yhal W E 0 jflnry Ur to demh her Br^Ejill frvnfttUm. 

Octr rerivFnif, fejal« ia hH n-tTatn, 

Blit H)mi dJuUF biiie ike flatieriHf hopea Elui In t^iur bUMoii burn. 

For frem tiJ^i xrtiU tuiViptc,. bisb b^oa Hill ihajl Hw, 
or r'tiT tbc Mua td cvqqurat nt in bHloudHl tnkhm. 

We RTEMm th# fsllnt *c*ller tliH for hm country bkrnip. 

Bsi to tbn pwnloi aaerifii^c, m t>4tiiij[ caJm ■uee»di f 
Axid fbd" tlie tnaBieet stimti of frar cauvnrE the f ksing 
Tho itar of prtifx iluJl hH^hEft vbhie thxt plib ils ereniELf r^y, 
Tbroqgh WdITcsB^, ilioogh rHLirinif rrum yoncHsan^lqiMt fieJit, 

Where W*M %hy rtiqdit elide SandM^i rtildp 

Yrt nLdl a Krelifir joy bp ifeFoe, when ^Jl (irotvctin^ 

Plenty Tnd liberty ba^c iiprtul ihdr nunetbi blns^in^i tliKe^ ; ^ 
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Tkan ling IM ti trldapb, OTEice mate mflniiJ vLTialnp 
To Mhmws rebJttiinfi, hmm WcIloJej |^e pSoiix 

A lltllB time the cvcuquerur for ^1 hti Leil 

ft him b| 1 1 tftldicf hia tad counrtrjr'^ praiMJ^ 

On the iiih September 1807, being the annivetaary of the 
battle of Delhi, a iplendid enlertiiinnsent was given in "the new 
Theatre at Barrackpore," at which were present the Right 
Hon'ble Lord Minto, the Governor General, General Si, Leger 
and Staff, the whole of the officers and ladles at the sUtlon, 
and a tiumerous party of visitors from Calctiltft. We note this 
assemblage only to remark on the strange airs played by the 
band on certain of the toasts of tbe evening:—The Queen 
and RoyaJ Famify" was fotloxved by the air—M^rrify danced 
Ike Quaker’^ ^rhe Hon'ble East India Company,*'by 

JWy fM bolkpaeketi, and ‘ Lord Weltesley," by Si, Patricias 
day in the morning. 

Punkhas though they bad come into fashion, appear not to 
have been ingencrai use In Calcutta up to the present time, for, 
in an advertisement by Mr. Laihrop, who announces a series of 
lectures on Mechanics at Moor's Rooms, that gen tlemati "having 
been informed that some ladtes and gentlemen have declined to 
subscribe to his lectures, on account of the warmth of the 
season, begs leave to assure them that the rooms are rendered 
cool and comfortable by means of punkhas, and that those who 
attended the introductory lecture, declared that they suffered no 
inconvenience from the heat of the weather, or the of the 
air in the apadous and airy ball in which they were assembled." 
This was in May rSoS. 


The following eatraordinary scene occurred at a entertain, 
laent given by Sir Charles Metcalfe on the 3ist December, iSa?, 
to ^e Right Hon'ble the Governor-Geoeial and the Counters 
Amberst "The company amounted to about 400persons, com- 
prising all the rank, beauty and fashion of Calcutta. In the course 

* * * ^ group of visitors made ihdr appearance in 

the proper coatiune of the principal characters in Shakespeare's 




HOXORABLE JOHN COMPANY’, 


1^5 

pbysi led on by Pr^sperOf a.nd tht rear brought up by Bagdgrrj^r 
On reaching the gorgeous pavilion where the Govcmor-CJencral 
and his party were seated^ Fr^sfiera delivered an appropriate 
address. The several personages iri the group then Toixed in 
the dance, exhibiting sundry amusing anachronisms, 
led out a fashionable beauty of the The Ghost 

of /lamiet too might be observed holding converse with TVVum/sJj 
until scared a little by the sudden appearance of who 

just brayed hia approbatioD on the scene and then vanished. 
SAjfitffrk also, fora moment, forgot his bond and spoke to some 
lady whom he recognised i while //enry F/// addressed Ijn/y 
Percyt and Anna Btfleyti replied to some remark of CaiHr, 
who did not at all appear surprised to see OAeren treading pn 
the toes of the vernacular I^i^g^errjr or the haughiy Weisry 
holding a long confab with a jolly carter,” 

DANCtNC. 

Notice is given for a series of ” assemblies” to be held at 
the ” Harmonic Housej*' once a week in November, This 

scctns td have been the commence ment of puiiic gaieties 
in Calcutta- On the appEarance of this announcement, the 
proprietors of the London Tavern” advertise a series of 
similar ^assemblies'' at their bouse:—"They flatter themselvea 
with the hopes of some encouragement and support From a 
generous poblk, when they solemnly declare that they did not 
know that the Harmonic Bou^e would be again opened as a 
tavern, when they conlracted with a builder, about two montha 
ago to erect a large and commodious Assembly Rooiti^ gS feet 
long and 36 feet wide, and which the builder has engaged so 
finish by the 14th November next- In case Che room shall not 
appear to be suffictently diy^ they humbly hope the subscribefii 
will be contented wilh their present rooma, one of which is^ 
68 feet by 2a, for a short lime.” '* They have contracted with 
a person to supply them with oyotera from which it would 
appear that ovsters formed a regular and favouritJ: lefresbmcni 
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with visitors to such places of awiucmcnL At the Jlarinook 
it is notifietj No hookahs to be admitte^i upstairs,** 


The following strange and curious rufes for the first of a 
senes of subscription dances at the Calcutta Theatre (17^3) 
will amuse our readers" {i) That minuets be danced on the 
nights of dress assemblies only, (j) That ladies be taken out 
to dance minuets according to the rank their husbands hold in 
the King's or Kon'ble Company's service, (3) Thai bdies 
whose husbands are not in the King’s or Hon’ble Company's 
^rvice, be taken out to dance minueLs itt the order they come 
into the room, and that this regulation hold good with regard 
to unmarried ladies, f In presei^-atian of this rule, ladies ate 
to receive tickets as they enter the roon >0 (4) That alT ladies 
draw' lots for places in country dances. (5) That any lady- 
allowing the first couple to pass the place corresiponding with 
the number of her ticket shall stand the last couple for that 
dunce. (6) That ladies having gone down a country dance 
shall stand up for all the couple# who are to follow, or not 
dance any more that oighL (7) that huokem be not admitted 
to the ball room during any part of the night. ( But hookers 
might be admitted to the supper rooms, to the card rooms, to 
the boxes in the theatre, and to each side of the assembly rtrom, 
between the large pillars and the walls.)*’ 


A ball in Itidia is a different aHair from the same scene in 
England "In the first place, the company includes no old 
bidius^at least, of the softer sex j for doubtless tliere arc the 
usiml proportion in breeches. The absence of elderly pemons 
m Ind^ society, is one of the first things that strike a new 
arnvab At a certaio age, people usually leave the country, 
and thus there ts always a degree of yoiithfuJness about the 

ladies arc 1^ scarce as old ones, and naturally more io demand ; 

m India, and a man has the satisfaction of seeing the mother 
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of hij E 13 S chlBrcd as much id request, even nmong yi^ung 
sparks, 05 before he Enarried her, while any daniscJ not yet 
wedded has ns many partnerfi on hand as she could accom¬ 
modate m a week. Hence the light fanlnslic toe has enoiigli 
to do, and has to keep up the steam to the end of the chapter* 
Fortunately the ball rooms are expressly adapted for such 
cfTorts, being lofty, : 3 paciou 5 i and airy, windows open on every 
5ide^ and vcnttlallon fncllitotcd by a hundred-pimkah povi^er, 
A W’hile dothf coated with French chalk, coveni the floor and 
alfords a smooth surface for the feet. Among the male portiott 
of the company there is a great predominance of uniforniSj 
wdiile the toilettes of the ladies are of the most expcrisive 
kind, and, there being no lack of lights, the whole forms a 
brilliant scene 

One of the prices held out to a young lady an reaching 
India^ as open to all came-ni, was ** three hundred a year, dead 
or aJivc,^^ which passed into a proverb and was fLamped on the 
damsel's brow ns plain as print. The meaning w^as that by 
marrying a member of the Civil Service, she seoifed a husband 
wdth at least £300 a year, and at his deathi w'oufd he entitied 
to n pension from the Civil Fund to the same amount. The 
latter provif^ion, however, was contlngeat on the husband 
having served a certain period; and„ on one occasiotip this fact 
was eommifmcated to a Tady at a grand dinner just after her 
marriage, when she canid not conceal her disappointmentp but 
called across the table to her hui^band—John, John, iFs a j/o 
after all: it ts a do " 

In t79Jh wx find that ladi^ w-ere accustoined to dance 
from 9 in the evening till 5 oViock in the morning—and at the 
beginning of the preseut century,, the ladies, according to 
Lord Valentin, were in the habit not unfrequently of dancing 
themselves into the grave. Consumpdons," he writes, ^ are 
very frequent among tlie ladies, which J attribute^ to a great 
Enta^ure^ to their luccssaat dancing even during the hottesL 
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weather. After such viotent e^ercbe they go into the 
verandas and expose themselves to a oddI breeze and damp 
atmosphere.'' 

" Advertisement. —Mr- Macdonald presents his respects 
to the ladic.« and gentlemen amateurs of dancing, and informs 
them that he will instnict any lady or gentleman^ who arc in 
the habit of dancing, in the fashionable Scotch step, and its 
application to country dancing, for sicca rupees too, Besides 
the fashionable step, the athletic and agile, may be taught a 
vjiriety of Scotch steps, equally elegant, but more diflicult in 
the rxecntion, for an additional charge " (lygj.) 

'■ Advertisement.—S ubscription Concert. As Mr. Oehme 
finds thr rales concemlug his concerts are not generally 
understood in the settlement, he takes this method to prevent 
anv further mistake. Seven ladies, scholars of Mr. Oehme. 
have each a sepiirate list; and upon one or the other of those 
lists the name of every subscriber is entered. Tlie subscription 
is flo sicca rupees; and the ladies of the familie.s of subscribers 
arc invited hy tickets, with their names upon them-, but neither 
tfirse nor subscribers' tickets are transferable. Any lady may, 
by entering her name in one of the lists, become a subscriber 
for any number of visiting tickets, at too sicca rupees each j 
and such visiting tickets, having the subscribing lady's name on 
them, become transferable either to a lady or a gentleman,'* 

" Tlje General Management of the Bengal MiliUry Orphan 
Society," says an advertisement in the GasetU of the tst 
November, 1810, "having found occasion to form some 
arrarrgements for the better regulation of the monthly dance 
p\to by the society to the daughters of officers at the 
Ki^dderporc school, notice is hereby given that no person 
whomsoever will, i„ future, be admitted to this entertainment 
without pr^ucing a printed card of invitation." Then follows 
an mtimatton of the parties admissible and where cards could 
ho obiamed. These entertainments were held twice a month, 
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and were ilie mcariE by wliich many of the young people were 
enabled to get iriarrlijid to members of both serticcs. 

!>IC!^JTV BALL JN l^2q^ 

Ocrasronally a Calcatta paper contains an advcTtirrtment 

to the effect llial Mf, Higgs, or Mrs. Ram^llom, or some 
Ruch w^orthy\ will give a grand masked ball at hk or her hoo&e 
in Cossitollah, or any other less respectable t^uarter i^*^ tickets 
of admissionp three rupees each —mask-S dominos^ and fancy 
dresses to be procured on the premises-*^ Here is a descrip' 
lion ol one oi these balhj> taken from the Ui$iied 
J&ttrua/ 

x^n inriukUkc stranger may perhaps feel an indination 
to gratify his curiousity as to the style of enleruinmeni^ ifid 
the calibre of the guests who honor it wdth tlietr presence. 
In such case he mightj at nine or ten o'clock in the evening, 
induct himself into a palankeen, and hie him to the scene 
of action; and, if a prudent man, he will not fail to have 
brought as his companion a smali switch^ not much more than 
half as thick as hU w'rist. On obtfliEung admUtadce he will 
glide into an anteroom, where an accommodating atlendant 
will, for n fonsideratioii of two rupees^ purvey unto him a mask 
and domitiD. 

tiding to the ball-TOom, he wnll find it lighted by 
a profusion of tallow candles in lustres and girandoles, and 
furnished with green baize benches^ and a varied assortment 
of chairs, probnbly purchased sscparalely, at as many auclions 
(or the Anglo-Indian term) as there may 

be chairs in the room. The music will canstst of two vtolins^ 
a tambourinri and if you are in luck, a triangle will be added 
thereto. The performers, like all wandering minstrels^ will, 
to a certainty, be deaf, blind» or Same. 

have spoken of the lighting. Furniture, and musics it 
now only reinains to ihjIicc the company i and a goodly one 
ij 



130 


THE GOOD OLD DAYS OF 


it is. The majotity cdnsists dl half'Castd derkst and the 
loweNi uncaveHaaied Bcrvants ef ih« Honorablii Company, 
fancy men, and other ornamentis of the Cakutta piinch-hcuBcs, 
with a lihrmi contribution of mates and apprentice# from the 
merchant thips in port. Curiosity has perhaps attracted in 
disfruise a stray writer, or youthful tyro in the cieil service, and 
probably an adventurous CRsij^, or liair^brained cadet from the 
Soutli Barracks, all well satisfied that they are clothed In an 
impenetrable incognita. Of the females who enliven Jhk 
select coterie, I must in justice say. that they are exactly in 
tl)e sphere which they are aJnne calculated to grace and 
adorn, Tl»e fon now graws fast and furious j quadrille and 
boistcrouj; cotintry>dance (here unexploded) succeed each other 
with exhau,<iting rapidity. Tn these happy regions flirtations 
are bn.^kly carried on, unfettered by the argus eyes of cautioun 
mammas or veteran chaperons; the only eonffetfmfis arising 
from the mischicvousneiis and impudence of some aspiriag 
son of Mars, wbo pertinaciously provokes the i/act looks and 
angry mutterings of an enamoured quill-driver. 

.A.t length appears the hast, a rcd.facee) iadividual, with 
lank hair, and a coTpulcnt person, who might be mistaken 
indiacrtminately for a retired priie-fighter, or a d-iesaftt 
proprietor of a disreputable bam and beef shop. Tliis prepos¬ 
sessing specimen of the genus homo perpetrates his best bow. 
and informs He “ladies and gen'lm'n" that supper b ready. 
IIcreu|mn ensues a scrambie towards that apartment, where 
etileitajnmcnt hath been amply provided for the c^nviva. 
Seals being taken, and order in some degree restored, there is 
a cal! by some presiding plebeian, a would-be arbiter ehgaHfta- 
rum, for the '"gentlemen to be pleased to remove their masks” 
—•measure intended, T suppose, as a sort of test of the 
respectability of the company. This condition, however, is 
resisted by some scrupulous sprig of Calcutta aristocracy, ti'ho 
shudders at the possibility of recognition, whereapon every 
symptom of a row preseaU itself yotii the voracity of tbe 
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proposer and Ih& cinailtc sypportera induces them to yield the 
point, rather than see the supper devnuted before their eyes by 
that wUer section of the guests who have taken no part in the 
disputCp prompted by a judicioua rcsolalion to employ their 
leclh rather than their tongue- 

" Now the work of dentoUtion proceeds in good earnest. 
An interesting-looking animal in a blue jacket bedizcDod with 
tawdry Lace^ who chancel to he you? tJij-c-tyj' at tablet begs 
that be may ^ate the hemour of dping yoir to a Iktle am,'* 
coaxing you to cotnpUance by an assurance tlmt it shall be cut 
■ wery thin/ Meanlimc the fair object of bis attentions, seated 
at bis side, is discussing with silent rapidity a pbteluL of cold 
tongue, with the unnsijal adjunct btanewange^ a novel 
mixture, which she has diher approved by raperienire, or, more 
probably I is induced to adopt from an apprehension o[ bavitig 
no time to attack each separately : taborioualy plying her knife 
and fork, her eyes are greedily scanDuig; the dainties set before 
her, whilst her coikscTCiv ringiets watiioo alternately on. her 
neighbour's piatet or in the frothy head of a iLiinblGr of 
Hodgson's pale ale which ffanks her 

THEAlftlCALS. 

The fim* building that w^as devoted to theatricals was 
situated behind ihc present Writers^ Buildings iu Dailiousie 
Square. 1^. 

Subscription theatrical perforniaiicES were started in 
October of the year 1795. Six performances w ere lo be given 
tn the season;** a subscriber paying 120 ikca rupees was 
entitled to a ticket for tbe season for bimseif and every lady 
of his famifj"’—single tickets were fupees each. The finit 
subscription play took place w the 30th Ckfeoberi when was 
re presented the farce of * Tricl upon Tfick, or the Vintner in 

■ Tfcb flchiiilly thff sttvTid, er tTalcicUa TTiraiSJ^** ih® firat pili^bwl*® 
luvJDf Ixen litnaittl H tbe wtb^i^i earner of Bunr ^raei- artsd« ifl 

ibe Jrntaarw erf October la, 






THE GOOD OttJ PAYS OF 


132 


the Suds,' with the mtisiical etiterlainmeitt of “the Poor 
Soldier." 

Theatrical talent musit have been at a wty low ehb indeed, 
when such a bill of fare as the lollowing was the beat that could 
be given in the way of amusement at the Calcutta Tbeatte j— 
“ On Wednesday next, the 131b May, 1795, will be performed 
the farce of Neck or Nathing; and the mnsicaj EnlenaJtiincnt 
of The Watennani with a view of Westminster Bridge, and a 
representation of the Rowing maU:h. Pit and box. sixteen 
rupees j upper boxes, twcJve rupees; gallery, eight rupees" 

Here is annilicr performance to which our ancestor? 
crowded to see represented on the Calcutta atage in iroc:— 
“The Farce of Barnaby Brittle, with a new muMcaJ entertain- 
ment cajled Rule BritaDoia/' 

The old theatre was used for performances unUI jSu 8, 
when the house and adjoining buildings were purchased by a 
member of the Tagore family, Gupeynioliun Tagore, who added 
to the buildings and formed the whole of the premises Into a 

bazar, which he called the New China Bazar-hy which name 
IL IS Allll koDWn- 


There existed in tygs another theatre in Doomtullah a 
lane Icadmg out of the Old China Bazar, and near to the other 
theatre. The manager of the DoomtulUh, in that year 

IfirTl 1^/’“"''^'*'' performance:-'*By permission of the 
Honorable the Governor General. Mr. Lebeders New Theatre 
m the Dflomtullah, decorated in the Bengalee style, will 

•f""'*i‘i‘ » pl»y -1.IM n,. oii,.. u,. 

thUKters 10 br kyp„lon«.r.n( T® 

commence with vocal and instrumental music called The Indian 

:: ".“"T r .f --“Cr 

introduced." ^ wrosmg cariosnfiVx will be 
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Tlitfrc were iu ifi>8 two tbemrc* in Cakutta, one eallcd 
tKe *' Calcutta Thtatrci ** and the other the Wheler t'lace 
Theatre/* The performances at both seem to liape been of a 
mediocre description^ [f we may judg^e from the weekly 
ndvertiaementa which appear in the papers, por instance, ihc 
** Cflkulta^* adrertises—'' The Vintner in the Sudsj*' and The 
Prtxe," as the pieces to be performed on the gith January^ and 
the **Whe]Er Piace^* opposition shop annnuncea—^The tri^hman 
in London/^ and the musical entertain in ent of '*Thc Agreeable 
Surprize^*^ for performance on tlic 22 nd of the same moDlb. 

The Chowriaghee Theatre^ which sisccecJed the nid 
TheaLre near the Writers’ BuildiTigSj was bciiEt in ]£j 4.* on the 
Chowringbec Roadp at the corner al the road that thenceforth 
received the name of Theatre StreeL The cost of erecdoii 
wa& defniyed by a number -of genNemeu talcing sliaresi the 
Governor^General making a liberal donation to assist the 
object. This continued in full operation till i^J9 or iU 40 j 
when it was burned down. 

A theatre was opened at No« iS^ Circular Road on Ihe 
Joth Marche iSiip under the name of The Athenzuo]/^ the 
performances that evening being the tragedy of the “Earl of 
and the farce of “ Raisitig the Wind." Price of tickets, 
one gold mobur each. 

A Cbowringhee Dramatic Society was rormed tn [Se 4^ and 
its first annual meeting [was] field at Calcutta on the 6th 

July, 1815. 

A theatrical performance fl’as got np at Kiddeqjoie on 
the a8th August, 1815, when the farce of ”1116 Lying Valet" 
was performed. 

Cbandcrnagore alsn boasted of a tbreatre where many of 
the Calcutta residents used to reaort We have not been able 
to ascertain when it was hajlL It must have been before i8o8j 

* Opeltied, Ndv. birmt down, Uay :il. 
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lor in that yvzi wc Hud iht fi^lbwing ludicrous incid^iU wlskh 
Quctuird there on the 4%h April jSdS ;— 

" After the rtprtAentalbn of the farce of 
in which a French vrillagc judge siis oti the trial of a shepherd» 
accused bjf his master of having kilEed several sheep of a 
capiul breed* wLlti the W'ool of which hc/the muster^ used to hive 
his auperhne clotJi ifiade^thc audience had withdraw 

w hen something valuable al^out the theatre wais discot^ered to be 
misiing^ Tlie luspic'ion ol having sialen H TelJ upon a native 
w^orkman that bad been seen lurking behind the sceneSi He 
was seized bj one of the managerSp and carried to the theatre 
before the judge who bad not yet unrobed, and who immndialcly 
resumed his seat. An interpreter was sworn | and the prisoncr^ 
surremnded by bailiffs in their proper dressesi w'as wilH the 
utmost gravity questioned on tlje circumstances of the fact 
alleged against him. The novelty of the appearance bad such 
an effect on the black offender, that he fell prostrate at the 
fccL of the judgep confessed the theft, and pointed out the place 
where he had concealed it^ and W'here it was actualty founds 
After a severe reprimand, he was released on hh solemn 
procnise to be honest in luturCt a promise which frora kU fears 
he is likely to keep at least within the prcciocts of the theatre/* 

The Dtim-Dum Theatre was commenceci before 1^17* 
The first actor that gave it a pnominence, and brought it before 
the pabJicp w as a bombardier of llie name of Charles Franckling, 
af the 2nd Battery of Artillery. He was a son of a cheinist 
and dniggLst of the city of Bath, who early turned hb atten* 
tion to Thespian fame ; and when only 16 years of age, joined 
himself to a party of Etrolling ptayerSi then in the vicinity of 
Bath, with whom he continued for cighleen months, when finding 
his expcsctalion of wealth vanish, he enlisted in ihe Company's 
service and arrived in Bengal in 1817* Being stattoned at Dunii- 
Dum, he at once joined tlie Thespian band of the Dum-Dum 
Theatre, and by ht§ versatile talents, which were ably acconded 
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by his officers and others, Iw tvas soon enabled to raise the 
character of the perfortnancrHi to the highest standard. On the 
25th Augustt iS24f Mr. FrancIcJing passed anray from this world, 

In 1824* the Calcutta Tlieatre seems to have been dosed, 
as the fact is referred to in an oliituary notice of Mrs, GoHlirb, 
who had beer an actress on the Chowringhce boards during tlte 
previous two years. 

The Oum-Dum Theatre ts annotinccrl as about to be 
reopened in jVovemher 18id, after cnnsiderable alterations and 
improvements. This institution was long a place of allrartion 
for lovers of the drama, and in later times Mrs. Lcacb graced 
its boards. 

Wc see an advertise men t on the 24th May, 1827, of the 
" Theatre Boitaconnah," announcing that the performance of 
" The Young Widow, or a Lesson for Lovers,'’ and the farce of 
“ My Landlady’s Gown,” was to take place on the a4th for the 
benefit of Mrs. Bland. The hour for the commencement of the 
performance was half past levett, which woulil be considerwi 
an inconveniently early hour In these times. 

A faint description of the theatre that existed in 1840, (this 
could not have been the Calcutta^ Theatre) may be gathered 
from the followjng in one of the Hon. Miss Eden’s '‘Letters 
from Jndfa r”—■* We went last right to the play, which we had 
bespoken. No punkahs and a long low room with few windows 1 
it is impossible to say what the beat was, but the acting was 
really excellent; I neii'er saw better. We slaved only for one 
farce—” Naval Engj^ments"—and notwitiutanding the heal 
laugiied all the time. There is a nephew of Joseph Hume’s, a 
lawyer, who acts very well, and Stocqueler, the editor of one of 
the papers, b quite as good as Farren.” 

* As s miner af fict il s|.|«r* to b«B clwcd M«« dw Cho^ringhM 
Thettre waj! optHEd. 

t Thm «ii Ml?. i»thrf Luatzh ■ lHft|KiTi¥rT llicalie m Ofd C«ifl Uente Suttt 

wblcb ni used Wlifle tbe " Sms Sowf ” Thntn in Pirk Stnet »« beieig irKtid. 
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In the Mofusiril theitricals were lisualljr g^ot up by the 
officers and m^n of the regiments quaitenH) at the various 
station.s, as is the case up to the present day. Of the state of 
tlie drama at one of these:: stations, Cawnpor^, which was 
considered a firel rate military cazitonmentt wc find the following 
notice in the begbiung of *825:— 

**The corps dramatique was composed of men erf tJie— 
Dragoons, 30me of whom were by no meanii devoid of ability i 
but the most EtreDuoiuf exertions of the mare able amongst them 
could not counterbaJance the shock w^hich the feclmgs received 
in contEmplating die awkward gianis with splay feet, gruff 
voices, and black beards, copiously powdered ivith floitr, who 
were wont to personate ladies and Leonoras. Here nothing was 
teft for the imagination to work upoo^-thfr ahooiiliable teJilJty 
forced ttself most cruelly upon the tnost induEgent of critics and 
the least fastidious of spectators- But a new theatrical era wus 
dawning at Cawnpore. A public-spirited individual, by the 
irresistible arguTuent of an excellent /i^n, convinced a doren 
admirers of the hblrionic art of the propriety of meeting at bis 
house to cast an amateur play. Everything now went on 
swimmingly. Play succeeded play. The amateurs lormed 
themselves into a club denominated the ** Strollers/' and numer¬ 
ous were the merry reunions after rehearsals, and at the club 
dinner^ ivhlch were held once a inantb- The surviving mmnlieTa 
may perhaps occasionally look back to the cold seaacm of 18^5-26 
at Cawnporc, and dwell with sailsfaction upon the recollection 
of the mirth and good fellowship which distinguished LJic meet- 
ings of the **Strotler3'^ in the ante-mom of the aMCmhly boasCp 
where a temporaiy stage was erected, after the destruction by 
fire of the old huilding,"^ 

FACING. 

Racing was always popular tn old Calcutta. There existed 
a race coume at the end of Garden Reach, on what was after¬ 
wards the Akra farm. There was another couree^ however, on 
tlic maidaui). The present race course was laid out in ifiig. 
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We do not know the precLue dale at whirh ihe first regular 
face^meetifig caiiw off at Calcutta, or at rhc rvllier presidencies. 
Mr, Stiscqueler in Iilb say-s-—The firsf record of the 

eitisteace of racing in Calcutta, may he dated ham thr origtn of 
the Bengal Jockey Club, iu iSoj^'—hut we find in the voluiTfe of 
Gasrffe for 17^0 accauuLs both of races and of 
race balls. 

The following notlec of the Calcutta races appeara in a 
pnpj^r of the and January^ 1794, in an advertisemem l—"T he 
sLowards present their ccnnplimenUi to the subscribers to the 
rates, And take thLs opportunity to inform them, that a breakfast, 
with niusjc^ &c. w'ilt be provided in tents, on thr course after the 
races, on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, the j6th, ijth and 
ifith janiiaTyp and a ball and suppt-r at the Theatre on Wednes¬ 
day ^ the iiSth, where they hope for the honor of their com pan r," 
Slc. The races run for were (1) for the Plate; (a) the Hunters* 
Plate ; (j) Uie Lady's Plate. I he ryttniog was hy ponies 
generally, and. only two ponies appear to have nan in each race. 
At the dose of each day^s running, or as it k stated "after the 
rare each morning," from which it w^oufd appear thete was only 
one race each day, a public breakf[i^ wa^ given in the tents, 
where a company of upwards of a hundred and fifty sat down. 

After breakforft, the company adjourned to an adjoining tent oF 
very capacious demensions, handsomely fitted up, and boarded 
for the purjjose of dancings Country dances commenced in two 
sets, and were kept up with the utmost gaiety ItU ftea iJt Mr 
How di^erent to preseut usages. 

We have no information as to the length of the Calcutta 
race course in those days, hut if tt w as the same as at pieseiit« 
the running must ha^^e been very severe, judging from the 
prograitime of the races for 17Q5 — 

Firit day^ Nevemirr — A plate of 50 gold mahurs, free 

for all horsefly marea, &C-, the best of three heats, twice found to 
a heat, carrying gsl. each, 
i-g 
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Serjuil Jay. Ntvem&er a6,—\ plate of 50 gold mohura, 
ffcc For all horsei, inareSj Ac., that never won plate or sweep, 
suke;^, the brst of three heats, twice roand to 4 heat, caoving 
Qst. jBis. each, 

Tfit rtf daj\ Ntti’amift Similar to the ahove, but height, 

t i stone. 

Samf day .— A plate of 50 gulil mohurs, free for all ponies, 
taf hands high, that never won plate or sweepstakes, the best of 
three heats, twice round to a heat, carrj'ing 9 stone each. 

After this, racing began to be more generally indulged in. 
At Calcutta instead of two or three races altogether being ran, 
at the winter meeting, we find in 1797 two or three run, on each 
day For three days. At Benares too, a very strong racc'ineetijig 
was got up, and races were mo almost daily fram ihifgth of 
December to Christmas day, one race on each occasion. 

A lew years Utcr they appear to have bdJen itvtg desuetude 
in Calcutta, though carried on with great zesi at Madras. How 
soon the custom was revived we do not know : but we End Lord 
V^cntia stating early in the piesnnt century, that, on Lord 
Wellesley's arrival in the country, he set hi* face decidedly 
against horse racing and every other species of gambling; yet 
at th* end of Noreratwr tSog, (here were three day's’ race* ai a 
small distance from Calcutta.*' Lord Wellesley's influence^ 
however, threw a damper on racing for many yestrSi 

After a lull the Calcutta Ram again commenced under the 
patronage of Lord hfoira. The first day's racing was held on 
the 4th March, ifti fi, when there were two races. On the second 
day there were aL^^o two race* only. On the asth March thciw 
were two more races. They were mn in the morning after the 
fogs had dispersed; and a.* this Uhea place at a rather late hour 
It must have been hot work for both the spectators and horse,. ' 

In Mia the necessity of aveidirg etposure to the midd.'iv 
sun requirra that the ram take place early in the morning. 





HONORABLE JOHN COMPANY. 


139 


i:oED[DeDcifig gciieradly before iiinrise. Those who m [hdia are 
til the hAhk ( ajid who is not ?) of witnessing that most ejtdting 
of all public amusements, are sodh mlUaled into ihe sudden and 
disagreeable alternation from cold to heat which occorn on these 
occasions. On arriving at the race^gtand, w^here the floor h 
covered with straw and a carpet, you may iincast: yourself in 
upper Benjamins and cloaks innumerable^ and still fail to guard 
against the bitter cold of the tnomingj but in three or four abort 
hours, when the sport 1ms temunatedg the heat, glare and dust 
become almost insuiferablet and you Imsten home to direst 
yourself of all but an under-garment/* 

In tBtS tbr faces began to be run in tJie eventrg instead 
of the morning, as had been the practice hitherto. There wel1^ 
races also regularly held at Barrackpore. Tliey commenced- as 
early as iSifi. 

The Cawnporc race-meeting qf February 1825, was the 
most remarkable tn its annals, ti continued for attentate days 
during three weeks. Some of the mo^t noted Arabs on the 
Indian turf here measured their powers, ITie rai^ funds were 
ample, and held out such indiicnmei!i^ Ihsl crack horses were 
allured from distances which would put to simme tlie moat 
tra^^^Iled of English racers. Nor was there any lack of hack 
races on each day of the meeting, which were chiefly coticuctcd 
at the ardmarles held on the night preceding each day's running. 

BOAT RACESp 

We have a notice of the first boat races in Calcutta, which 
took place on the 35 lh July iSij. Seven sailing boab. mn on 
this occasion. The novel exhibition afforded con^^Idcrable 
amusement to the spectators- 

Sailing matches having been inaugurated in Calcutta, the 
sport began to be duly appredatecL Other matches came off on 
the 4th JuiiCt 1814^ and on this occasion, there were several 
rowing matches, In thesir^ boats of variouii dt::icrzpiioni 
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ccmpeira—botiah5. dingici. gigs. &c. some propetkd iiy oarj, 

and QtIWts by padfllcs. 

The racrs fdl into destn-tude till alwut when Ihey 
were revived, hut Uie>' have never held a high place amung the 
sporttng cumittUBtly af Calcutta, awing to the crowded stale of 
the river. 


i’WR'KET. 


tin the »Sth and »qth laiiuan-, jSo^, was played a grand 
maich of cricket between the Ktonituis. Civil servants of the 
Company, and all other scrvant» of the Company reridenl in 
Calcistta. whidi was won by the former in one mnings by 15a 
runs- Th.- Elltmian... scored 23J, while their antagonists in their 
daubir lanings only ^ored So nms. T)i» is the Urst notice that 
have seen oi ,bls healtl.ful game being played at Calcutta. 


CTicItet at the present day holds a high place, and Several 
nrcelkm teams eaist in Calcutta, and have done so for man, 
3 'tars. ^ 


Bai.LoaivtNG. 

R-dloon ascents most have been a novelty indeed in India, 

vihen prominent notice is given in the editorial column* of the 
C«r/;e. of the inflation and ascent of such ptavthings as those 

I -*■ Friday night (30th 

17 %) between the ho«ra of 5 and to. a balloou. nUuriog 
91 * frtt m diameter, and Riled wtU. rarefied air, was let off from 
11C fcapJanade. ft mounted very gradually until it had risen 
about a quarter of a mile, when it ascended with great rapidity 

«•• !i"' ?” III' «artk. Hr. 

^ intl«. the young gentleman who constructed the balloon, will 

l^cur the settlement mth another eshihition to-morrow evening. 
^«^IIoon, which measure, eight feet in diameter, wffl be ifi 
nff from the hspJonade at ft □.'clock in the evening, if the 

bition iwll be deferred Ull .Mondav ciuniagai the sLinehour." 
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The first ascent of a 3 ai^ ballorm from tbc [ataiti9 of 
Bengal took place ofi the 21st Mftrch, Mouei. Hobcrtsoti^ 

the aeronautp a Frcndinianp who had made sixterit pre%iouiS 
ascenig in various parts of Eurapcp cnitir expressly to India for 
the purpose of astonishiag the natTves with the novel tamasha 
of a Jiuoian being w'aited out of jigJit into etbcitraJ space In his 
fair)^ car. Such competldon La said to have prevailed at Paris 
for the glory of heing the hrst to make the experiment in rndla^ 
that M, Robertson was Fain to hyrry hither hefore the balloon 
itself ready. The ascent took place at the further end of 
Garden Reach. Thr balloon msr wcllp but ere it attained a 
mile of heighb it was seen to return so rapidly earthward, th^t 
great apprehensions Were entertained for the ttavellcr^s neck. 
The fcaiatance of the air below, however, pressed up the slack 
of the balloon like an umbrella. The car was thus supported in 
its descent as by a parachute, and M. Robertson escaped with 
only a heavy falh A second ascent was not made in CaJcutla, 
lYie aeronaut proceeding to Lucknow to make an ascent there. 
But his early death prevented further ascenb. Since then some 
attempts have been made by a Mr. Kite, but they were failures 
and ended in the death of the aeronaut in one of bii& ascents in 
Bnmiah. 


GARDEN EXCURSIONS. 

Tlie Botanical GardeciSp three miles distant from Cnlimttap 
are srtualed on the left hank of the Hoogidy, They are 
undoubtedly the richest and most beautiful gardens in the 
world s besides a variety of European flow^ers and shrubs, all the 
trees and plants of fndia* nay^ we may say of aJJ Asia, and 
Southern Africa and the StraitSp are cidthrated here. The 
garden was begun by Colonel Kyd in March jySS, and 
collections of plants from different parts of the East were soon 
introiluccd into it with such success, that the number of plants 
brought into it rn eight years amoufited to more than 300. Dn 
Roxburgh joined it in the autumn o\ 1798, His unremittud 
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attention to lu jtii(»ravemt!ut, and liia eminent abilities as a 
l.uuoifft, aoon iaertased the stock of trees and plants, so lliai in 
t.S31 the ntnnber of described species in the garden amtinnied 

h) 3,500, 

From the report of a m«ling of the AgricuJiural and 
HorUtultural Society held io Calcutta on the J 4 ih May, ^ 
learn that a piece of ground at Allypore (Mr, Palmer's garden) 
was taken on a perpetual lease for a nursery and garden. 

The object contemplated was not only to bring to the 
highest perfection all the fruits and vegetables of Europe and 
India, but also to raise tea and coffee, and ail Uie medidnai 
plants, as well as the most useful kinds of trees, in order to 
supply the gardens of India and Europe, This garden is not 
only a source of unceasing delight, but also 0/ incalculable 
benefit f tire inhabitants of Calcutta, who constantly resort 
thither as a retreat in hot weather, and to hold pkasurabk 
parties therein- 


Tim garden which fa rety eatcnsive, is bdd out w ith much 
T\ i attraction of a Botanic Garden wHth that 

of a Park, » therefore the great lounge of the dtiiens of 
t alcutt^ The raagnificeni banyan trees which adorn it art the 

■cetieof many a merry picnic party on the aunierous holidays 
vihid, the Hindoo calendar bestows on the community of iL 
Pr«.dency, One of these, the largest i, about a century old, 
and owers a space of ground fioo feet in dreumference, lu 
gir^sfect. The garden po,.sesses a noble botanical 
ii^arj- which has been enriched, from Ume to time, by tlie 
^raJity of Government, and the donations of botani.sts jo 
Europe and America, The annals of the garden embrace the 

genius and thoroughly accom’ 
pliahed botanist, Wdlmm Griffith, whose prrmat!«^deatCt 

the age of ihmy-four, was a source of deep lamentation toV 
^c^e|,tlfic world. A noWe monument to the memory of the 
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foander, who ditd in 1793^ atatids m a canspicuDiis part of ihc 
gkkrdcn. Monuments lia%^e also been erected in the garden to 
commemorate the semecs of Dra. f^oaburgb and Jack. 

Oppof^ite Baboo's Ghaut, and immediately south ol the 
Esplanade Roadn are the Eden Gardens, for which the Inliabitants 
are indebted to the Ubendity and taste of the Edrn^ 

sLster!^ of Lord Aurktind, rfOVcmor-Gcneril of India, whose 
statue stands in the Cardens.* Here is the Band-standp where 
ihe Town Bandi or the Band of the European Regiment 
staiioped trt the Fortj discourses flweet music every evtnbg, A 
targe sipace is laid out and tnrfed as a promenade^ at one end 
of which stands a fine marh]e statue of Sir VVElism PecU* 
Commander of Her Ma|eety's Frigate Sisnitf^ii, who led his 
crew with their guns up to the walls of Lucknow, duxing the 
Mutiny of tS57p and died there of small po^ Of late ycarB 
the Gardens have been greatly enlarged and laid out with 
winding paths and artificia] watetp interEpersed with a pTofnsbn 
of beautiful flowering trees^ and shrubs—a pleasant place for a 
momtng or evening strolh In the Gardens is a Burmese 
Pagoda, removed from Profne after the last war in iS34^ and 
re«erected here in i 3 s 6 - 

^ Th« Stfltues d Lvd Auckland Oad Sir W'lUioffl Ptel^ trv tm l4Ppg« I'lu^ 
th* Gardaniu 





CHAPTER X. 


OFFICIAL. 

An e*tr 8 ordinaiy wene occurred at th® Council Chamber 
oo the loth June, , 763 . Mr. Batson, one of the members, 
relived in strong terms upon the conduct of Mr. Hastings 
wkle defending some of the Nuwzb^. recent acdom,. He nm 

□My gave Mr. Hastings the lie, but stnicfc him fn the pr^mce 

,r lhebc„d bi™ 

S t tDsmd Mr. Hating, wilhd„„ t„„ (b, bo.td .oil 
»toque„dj, Mr. Thr bed wr,= of ,b,t 

“"'“PPr <«=!>olr shoold br 
orMr. Biu.o„..o,po„„„„,b„, on bb mofciog , fojj 

do d d r ‘ "'”‘"8 '» “i* "Ji- w». 

It -M Jrcidrd br b, h.,. Hr mloote. „( r«± ™r„br, of 

council ^rc thr„ ric»-./ tU o,. 

ou^ A viofencc of a far infenor nature 15 givtiTt by the C 

nf Diirclor, „ . ,r„o, run* oT,^ 

nnt!,»d d™™br,„ rod hold d,.„fo„ ^ 

cto"..!'' wtof 

cfcVdr,.. und" ^"'"deuatf aruiSdr”,!'. ‘ 

the presents One silver tnatfi t, “ 'instituted 
instruments, 

w.o^k .Cn.“ 
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pointed with tWD fuzees, and Lbr^ pair pbtdla/* the 

whole valued at Rs, f ij. Thia bill for the presents we find id 
the '^Pfoceediiiga,''' dated January 17O4- 

The following is a portion of a bill sent id to the Company 
by Lord Clive as his mpense^ on hk voyage to, and residence 
during the Bret year jn, India, h tommedces with May 1764, 
and doses with December 17&6: —> 

**To travel ting expenses from Europe over 
and nbove the sum of j^'3,000 paid to me 
for that purpose by the Hon. Company, Rx. 7348^15-4 
To amount general expense from time of 
airiv'al until the 3 r si DerumbcT, 1766 
To amount of expenses of my table from 
ditto to ditto 

To amount of expens^es for dqthex, linen Stc., 
from ditto to ditto ,, 

For allowances to my secretary, assktants, 
steward, and others employed under me 
from ditto to ditto 

[ Other charges which wo need not extract 
amounting to J ,,, 

To balance of this account of expen;^ ge- 
ncRd—ROW given to Mr. Ed. Phillpol 
for lib good and faithful services to me „ 

Q. Rs. 3,33, Sgs- j ,3 


These chaises were alnuMt wholly met hy the sale ol the 
ci»stJy [}rescntii made to tlie Cavernor by the native princes. 

in the “Proceedings’' of the and Janiiaiy, lygj., we Gnd the 
following extraordinary bequest made to Lord Give, by Mcer 
Mohammad JafBrCawn, the Nawab:—“My late most honored 
father, venerable at Mecca, (whose offences are wiped away) 
when he was alive, of sound mind, and in the fall enjoyment of 

19 


99,619*13^ 
97 , 4 ^ 3 - T-S 
16.987. 4.7 

19,233-11.4 
11,674-10-7 

14,938-15-8 
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ail his mortal facultit^s, afttr having appointed me his suco^ssoii 
jjave me repealed orders lo the following purport; ’Out itf the 
nhole money and effects, which f have in my posiwssitm, I liave 
bequeathed the sum of three lacs fifty thousand in iewets, and 
one lac in gold tnohuis, in all five lacs of rupees In money and 
effecU, to the light of my eyes, the Kabob firm b war, Lord 
Clive tbe hero.' Accordingly I have deposited the aforesaid 
account with my Lady Bcgotn, and you will distribute what 
remains, after the setUemeiu on your mother the Lady Begum 
is paid, agreeable to tile several proportions which I have 
allotteil'' 

Hitherto officers who could he spared, and were found 


qualified, had been employed in makiog surveys of Ihu country; 
but these surveys had been found imperfect and could not be 
depended upon. It was therefore determined by the Court in 
1767, to appoint Captain Kennel, “a young man of diedngutshed 
merit iu this branch,” Survuyor-General; and he was directed to 


“farm one general chart fram those already tnadei and such aa 
arc now on hand as they can be collected in." •'Tills,” the 
Conrt continues in their despatcb, dated 30th March, *■ though 
attended with great labour, does not prevent his prostcuting his 
ow-n surveys, the fatigue of which and the desperate wounds he 
has lately receh ed b one of them, have already left him but a 
shattered constitution. This consideration and his being deprived 
of every means of advantage while he it thus continually moving 
up and a country unexplored by Europeans, to the utmost 
risk gf hia life, wc hope, will justify us for bereasbg Ms salary 
to Rs, 3G0 per month, which indeed maybe considered as only a 
just reward for past services and sufferings.'’ 


An extract from an act of Parliament of list Geotge HI b 
published { 1784. ) by the Government, " forbidding any British 
subject or subjects in the service of the said United Company or 
licensed by^them to proceed to India, to renide b any other 
place in m one of the principal settlements bebngbg 

to the said United Company, or wUhb ten miles of suS 
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(mncipal seltleotctit, nithaut the spccbl licenae of the said 
United Company, or of the President or Governor and Coundl 
of such principal settlement, in miting’." 


A novel mode of reducing the expenditure of the State is 
hit upon by the government,irt a notice from the Secret Depart, 
menl of Inspection, dated J7th January, 17S5:'_ 


'•Tlte Honorahte the Governor-General and Council, having 
thought proper to resolve on a reductian of expense in several 
department*; under Utia government, and having been con- 
sequently obliged to remove some gentknien in the civil service 
from their offices and to diminish the aliowawccs, and alter the 
pensions received by others, notice js hereby given liiat permis¬ 
sion will be granted to persons under these descripCiotH, who 
may be wilUng to avajJ themselves of it, to return to England on 
leave of absence^ with an allowance of Jiaff their aUolted 
salaries payable In Bengal, and without forfeiture of their 
nrspeetKe ranks in lire servire. All such persons arc to enjoy 
their leave of absence for three years. tDramencing from the day 
of their arrival in England, on cooditjcin of their returning to 
thcscn-'ice before that period, if required so to do by the 
Honorable Court of Directors; and all such persons are to notify 
to the Hotiorable Court of Directors the day on which ih«i shall 
arrive in Euglantl, and, it not called upon to return to Bengal 
iH-fore the three years are ended, they are to signify their intern, 
tious in due time to tljc Honorable Court of Directum u hether it 
be to remain in England or ruturti lo Indk, and on failure iltcre- 
of, they arc to lose all prelcnsions to lIia rervjce. 


“The Board, in passing tliese resolutlotis, reserve to 
themselves the fK>wer of preventing any civil rervaut from 
availing himself vf ii. who is not riaufy to declare upon oath 
that his fortune does not exceed the unfknnenijaned sums— 


If a senior merchant 
(f a junior merchant 
If a factor 


2^,000 
t, 1 * 4.000 

1 <), 40 «" 


•P I I 
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Ftori certain '‘rules for tlic dvil esublisKmcnt In Bengal," 
issued Irom tU Secret Department of Inapt'ciion, dated jyth 
Ipftrn s^ottle cy ricnis customs 

fj '. Ti!** allowance 

granted to, the avil servants above the rank of writers to be 

allowance, in conscqaence of which the old allowanees of saJarv 
diet money, palankeen him, family allowances and hoo.ie rent 
are abolished, and are to cease from isi day of August next, 
being the first stated period of dr^mng^ for tljcrtn. 

“ Va. Writers on this establishment are, in (ien of Uicse 
old allowimccs. to draw sicca rupees loo per month, and lo have 
quarters m the New Buildings (two to each bouse) till they ahaJ) 
have been appointed to an office, salary a{ which, exclusrie of 
the established aJIowance, eaceeda rupees 300 per month, when 
their nght to qiiarters sliail cease. This allowance of rupres 100 

b to be drawn in the office bill in which the writer serves, by the 
iiead of tbat office^ ^ 


VII. The head of evety' office under this government 
shall draw the whole allowances, establish tnenl, and other 
expense of his office in one ruled abstract, every month, accord, 
.ng to a form that wUl be furnished by the Civil Paymaster and 
shall be answerabk for the regular dishumements of tho whole* 
To the office pay of each covenanted writer serving in his office, 
he shall add rupees too per month, as is slated in the Vlth rale 
and regularly mark every change occasioned by death, removal' 
or any other cause. 


'VIll. All demands upon this govern men t, whether for 

s^ary or ^y other purpose, must he made within one month 
^er they become due, on forfeiture of to per .*nb of the whole 
demand, o be stop^d from the person authorised to receive it, 
and if rot made withm three montlui after it is diur, the whole 
sum to be forfmted to government. This order to be in force 
Jrom and aft,r the ist day of August ticii. 
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"fX. Evciy detnancl of a etniJingenl nature, and not 
provided for in any of iHe fined establishmejjW {cirepl the pettT 
charges of office, not careeding mpees too) tmisii be atcoin^ 
panied ^vith a speciaT order from the Council berorc it i» presented 
for payment to any o( the pay offices. 

' X. An iovarialile establishment being notr fixed for evetT 
office under Ibis government, no encuse will ever be admitted 
for drawing improper bills, or presenting unauthotiied demands. 
Every person attempting this shall forfeit the amount of the sam 
so demanded for tf,e first offcnrei and for the setmnd shall, in 
addition thereto, suffer sacli other punishment as the Bfjaid may 
LhiJifc proper to inRict 

“Xir. Every head of the office under this government is 
to be answerable for the regular attendance of afl the servants 
under him, and the office hours art hereby declared to be from 
9 o'clock to r tn the forenoon, and fram 7 o'rfocfe till g in the 
evening, from the tst day of April till the goth day of September j 
and from 10 till 2 in the forenoon, and 7 till 9 in the evening* 
from the tst day of October to the jtst March. NodvD servant 
under the rank of factor to be exempted from this rale. 

“XIV. Ko postage to be chaigcd in future on letters oti 
the serviev, but the head of every office to sign bis name on the 
outside of eveiy letter on the public business; and any person 
convicted of conveying letters on their private coacefna tmdtr 
such Signature, to be punished with the utmost sermity." 

S*ere/ Department af fnsfieetian, 2pk jttne, ryd'j.— "The 
Konorable the Govern or-Geoeral and Council have been pleased 
to order and resolve that no house rent shall be allowed after 
the ist of August next, excepting that speciaify granted by the 

Company^ vii:— 

To a ficld-oflicEr having tin quarters sa. rs. 120 p. inoatk 

To a captain diito go 

To a subaltern ditto ,,, 60 
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'* No dvil senmnt who now draws house or officu tent is 
htiticcforth to draw more an dlher of these accounts than ihr 
sum albivod by the Company to a fidd-officLf, if such servant 
be above the rank of factor, If such servant be a factor or 
he is to be allowed for oAicc rent sicca rupees, 

Resnlved, that the allowances graiited to servants whose 
oBices have been abolished, or w-ho are out of any employ, be 
reformed to the follow'lng amount 

" Kor a senior merchant not married bSh rs. 830 p. moTith, 

Ditto married .. 

For a junior merchant not married 600 

Dittn oiarricd ... Sao „ 

For a factor nnt married, and quarters 300 „ 

Ditto married, and quarters 

"Gentlemen hoiding those pensinns may be employed 
cm comniisabns of icmpnrary service, with such ailditionat 
allowances as the board may chooRe to grant to Uitmi." 

At this early period, we learn from the following extract of 
a letter frioir the Court under dale aiat September, 1785, that 
the purloin bg of official records from the CaJculU offices had 
becomr rather commtm :— 

■'Para. 50,—We have long regretted an abuse which U now 
become so prevalent, and ha.s gone to smA an extent that we 
must be peremptory id taking the most cRmual measures to 
put an end to it. We allude to the practice of wir servants 
having access to, and transmitting home to their private corres- 
pondenut, such part of our records as they think proper. Our 
orders, therefore, are, that no person but the membenj of the 
different hoards ahall have access to their records, except the 
MCretancaof such hoards, and those entrusted by them; and 
that no private copies shall be given thereof, except to the 
preatdent nf each board, if he shall desire it. To those persons 
» cnirasted we shall look br respoasibility; an d if copies of ' 
any of om- papers, correspondence, or records, sluJl be 
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discovered m the possession of any person^ not wartMted by the 
governfiicat either at home or abroad, wc shall certainly take 
the most efIectoaJ rueasnrEa in our power to discover by whose 
means the cotnmujiicatioo has been madCp and W'lll dismiss front 
our service any person wild shidl be found guilty of disobeysng 
these our orders, 

** 5 r. Another practice of a similar nature Iikcwbc calls 
for OUT animadversion Many of oor servants pGi;seBsirig our 
most confideaUal sittmtions are accustomed to indulge them^ 
sdves, without reserve, id corresponding, by their pri^mte letters* 
upon the public affairs of the Company, Tl)^ is attended with 
EtMtay inconvediencos, and is directly contrary to our repeated 
orders* and we deetrt; you will take Ihe most effcctuai means 
to prevent itj and i£ any of our servants presume to contbuu 
in a piaciicc so contrary to oar wishes and orders, we shall 
certainly mark our disapprobation by the severest tokenii of 
our displeasure/* 

In the begintiitig of the year, the Governor-General tsiued 
an order that after the ist March^ 17BS, no persons in the civil 
or military service of the Company shall be allowed to proceed 
from the Company's provinces beyond Buxar without the 
Governor-General*s pass, to be produced to the commanding 
officer of that post, unless such persons are under orders (w-hich 
shall appear either in the Oarettc or by an ofBckl signature) to 
proceed to stations beyonti that pl'lace, or unless they should be 
returning to their sLitions after the expiration of leave of ahst-ncf!. 
The same orders rcspirct Europeans in general, who are not in 
the service of the Company/* 

On the tst May* 1793 a regulation was pas^d by the 
Govemor-Gencral in Council^ which directed that ** no British 
subjects (exceptJtig King's officers, serving under the presidency 
of Fort Williamp the civil covonauted ^rvants of the Campany, 
and their military officers) shall be permitted to residre at a 
greater distance from Calcutta than ton milc-s* unless they enter 
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iata a bond rendering tliemicfves amenable ta Uie court of 
Dewany Adanlut, ivjtlijn the jurisdictioit of whkb thej* may 
reside in aJ| civil suits that may lie InstjtLfteii against tbcRi by 
natives or in habitants of either of tht provinces of Bengal, 
Behar or Orissa, coming within the descriptions of persons 
declared amenable to the lilUh and city ootirts for any sum of 
money or thing, the amount of value of which shaJI not exceed 
five hundred sicca rupees, and that this bond Is to be executed 
in open cDurt, before the judge of the court within the 
jurisdkrtloD of which auch British subject may reside or take up 
his ahodi^'* 

In consequence of the above order the variou* districts 
were called upon to furnish''complete and correct lists of all 
Europeans, whether British subjects or subjects of foreign 
States {France excepted), not in the civil, military or ruariDe 
services of the Honorable Company, or admitted advocates, 
attorneys, or officers of the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
wherever reaiding wiUiin the provinces, annually to be laid 
beforer bcKard/' 

The stnngencjf with whl^h European adveottirors were 
Icepl Ironi enteruig the service, or even the dominions of native 
princes oti the bordeia of the English territories, b shown in the 
following order, by the Commander-jn^jef, dated 17th March, 
"The only check to Eiirapeaus not in the Company's 
service, going beyond llie provinces without a passport, being 
Bujtar, which pwt they would avoid by taking the New Road, 
the Gommandcr-iii-Chief, at the dewne of the Govern or-General 
In Council, directs, that no European, not in the Company’s 
■ervicc. be suffered to pass the stations of Chunar. Cawnpore 
and Futtyghur, unless a tegular passport is produced" 

On the 57tb March, ifoo, the following order appeared in 
tl« Public Depanmeut:-.. Ordered that no personsTatives of 
udia. whose lathers only are Europeans, be allowed to pass 
from the Company's pro»incM beyond Buxar without a passport 
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from GovernmijalJ" TbetiTderi datcti Januarj 4ib, iJ&Sj libicli 
has alrtady he?n refemd to, only mentionEd Ear^pedns in 
grnL*rali as pmiubitrd passing beyond the: tbf-n fcofltiers of 
Benjxnt. Probably ^v^aolage of tiiia order was taken hy many 
who were not Europeans or nativeSi and hence the issue of tlie 
second order in iSuOr 

The Hon^ble the Court of Directors, tu lettens dated the 
nth JJecensbef, 17^3, and tile jSlli M^y ifQdt ordered Oral new 
covenants should he Uken from every person in thetr service; 
this had been rendered necessary by a change in the Company a 
Ifccnse regarding person^i residing in fndiar Tlie wording of 
the order w.is in the U5ya| peremptory tone of the day as 
folloiv>:—VVe direct that every prrfian in our sendee he callt d 
uparr imcnediately to caecole the covenants proper to Ins 
staticOj and that on his refusing to dn ^0, he be dismii^i^cd and 
have notice to confle home. We also direct that M other British 
subjccU, residing under you/ presidency, whether with or 
with oat licenset Forthwith called upon to execute the 
covenants proper to their stations^ unci that on neglect or refusal 
In execute they have notice to quit India; which notice if they 
refuse to obey^ you must cnforc* by sending them home in such 
manner as the law allows, as we are dctennined not to pmnlt 
any persons 111 future to reside in India^ niihcui our license aud 
U-ning under proper covenant, so that any irregularity of can duct; 
may he more leadLly cDrrected+ With regard to persons who 
reside uiidut your presidency 1 and have not emiereci into 
covenant of any dcstcriptioii^ wc have sent a miinher of 
covenants of the dcooiriinatton of covenants of fr^£ mefc&dnts, 
mari^frw and of pers^rmt /a rejude (n 

these afe calculated to suit all persons, who are tci reside under 
fh^ Company's protection, and you will take care ifiat cacEi 
person cKccutes one of these descriptions in the mode already 
jiointctl oul/‘ Tlien there were certain obJigatJans for furnish- 
ing two refipoitsiblc perE^ons* in England to enter ioLo security 
in the sum of £i,oQo/* on behalf of such ai were 



J54 


THE GfWn nLf CATS OE 


merfhunit^ Upon the receipt of these instnictions from the 
Court, the Gorernor-GeoeraJ issued ordera that each person in 
H'hatcver part of the dominions he might be, should before the 
doth of April, transmit information to the vanmis heads of their 
dtstricts, t-ia.i "Tlieir names, professions, or ocritpalions; the 
names of the country' or state of wliirh they are subject ; the 
dates of their arrival in Bengal: the places of their actual 
residence, and the purlodi of their rcsltlence therein." Then 
follows the usual threat of summary deportatiori if such 
iolormatlnn was not duty furnished. 


That no newcomers should land in India without the 
neresMtry licenses the followirig stringent instructions were 
given to the Marine authorities;—'* The commanders of all 
foreign vessels, importing at Calcutta, are reijmred to deliver in 
to the Master Attendant's ofhee, on their airivaf, the names of 
the rommanders, officers, crews and passengers on board the 
said vesseb, and that the .Master Attendant a positively prohi* 
bited from furnishing any foreign vessel importing at Calcutta, 
with a piloL unUI such list shall have been delivered to him " 


On the f7th NWinber, 179 1 , Jonathan Duncan. Esq , the 
English Resident, accompanied by Nawah Aly Ihrahtm Khan, 
the two assistants, and other gentlemen, and a large concourse 
of the native inhabiUnts, paid the first visit to the neiv Hindoo 
College founded at Benares by the British Covemment. 


The Court of Dirrclors, "taking into consideration the 
great prohahihty of a vacancy happening in the office of 
^vernor-Gencral of Fort William in Bengal, by the Marquis 
Cornwallis returning to EngJ.md, came to the resofutton on the 
31 St September. 179a, of appointing John Shore, Esq., to be 
Govemor-^neral in case of the death, resignation, or coming 

e!T' f the said John Shore, 

rup^^ per month. 

CeneraTh-^'' «jrolajks, tiutii he succeeds to the Goveraor- 
trtneralfihip of Bengal." 
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Tlic pecuniary aFTiurs of ihs Hoi/ble Eat^t hulm Company 
were brought before ParliamenL on the occaikin of an apptka-^ 
tioti lo n^new^ the Conipany'£ izhiittef in 17^3 :—'Die affairs of 
ihn Company/" ^id Mr. Dunda^, "he lliougbt highly pnj^pefoiisj 
they were in a quick tram of liquidating all demands on tbenip 
both at borne atid abioadt and thu time, be lioped^ was not far 
distant when they would nctualEy Locilribute to rebeve tb« 
burden ft of the country^,, Instead of calling on ua £or further aid/* 
At th\=i time the public debt of the Company mnat have been 
very Urge ; ra tw'enty^bve lakh;^ had been set aside to pay off a 
portion of those debts, and this sum represented but a very 
small fraction of the total am nun L 

We may have fome idea of ^he kind and quantity of 
work gone through by the Secretnry*^ office in Calcutta 
( Public Department^ ) from the following detail of stalionefy 
which required as the supply, w^e jiu|ppoie^ for one year 
Book paper g teams; coiiNultaiioti 19 reams 7 general 
letter 35 ditto; foolscap 63 diLto; quarto post 43 dittos office 
penknives 12 ^\ strops S; mk powder 3J5 papers; country 
sand 50 Sieerii: E^irope pmince 3<J ffi; country sealing wa:^ 
Z. IOD sticks £ wafers 63 boites; pencils xgo slicks ; India 
rubbenj q ; compasses 13 pairs; half-baund books* consul tation, 
2 cpiires eacht 6: ditto general kiter, 2 do,, dilto 3 do,, 13; 
ditto 4 do,, g; ditto folio pust,g ; paste board 1, goo S^heets ; 
wedge wood glasses« 

On the 5lh of October, a general Cotirt was held at 
the East India Houses when it wmutd appear that the object of 
the meeting w-as to mtse a large sum of money to tnecl the 
requirements of some great ivar In pros perl, — " Mr. Lui^bingtoit 
opened the business of ihfi day, by congraiuUilng the Court on 
so crowded an attendance- He said, the preseat contest was 
a contest for «blcnce, as wcU as property. He was roady to 
contribute a part ai his own pTopcfly for the support nf a just 
and necessary war/ As the other speakers on the 
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Qccasim a^^y alkdcd to tin; rsmova! of sundry tnottrys utiich 
liael bwin dcpo^^ited for Rstalifishing new courts of fastjce at 
Madras and Bombay, and Hmoting the same for ilic puqjase? 
of the mreting, without further dJiidinfj to such purpo'^rs. we 
at tba dfstance of time ate tinahir to fathom what the reason 
for such alirnatJon of public money could have been. One 
speaker alluded to this sum of money being jpoi to ftovern- 
ment. Another proposed to raj<te regimenUt, hut for whttt 
serrice no due ts given t and another speaker mikes the 
still more unintelligible by saying—“ Hvfore the tim-* the men 
were rnLs,.-.i, forces might be absolutely wanted for (Iir .IcIeiKx 
of the Company'^ lioicse and warehouses; for they, hr was 
well assured, were marked doivn as the tin,t objects of 


Tlie Court of Oirectora, at a gerrr.ii court of proprietors 
on the afith June, 17513, came to the re so lull on—'* That this 
Louit, taking into conaidemtion tlo.- iral, abUiiy. and disin- 
terrstedniss manifested by the Most Noble Marquis Coruwalli*. 
in^ the condutl of the East Imjin Company's afTnirs during the 
whole of the period for which he ha.s presided Over the British 
interests m India, are of opinion that iw a mark of the high 
sense entertained by this court ol His Lordship's merits an-i 
services, the Afurnnis Cornwallis be requested to accept an 
annuity of five Ihouaiad pounds. !o issue out of the territorial 
revenues in India, br the term of twenty years, to tomnicnce 
f^rom the day of his departure from fndia ; and tint the same 
« paid to His Wdsbip, hU hciiy. executors, ailmihistrators or 
MsifiTis, for the time aforesaid.” 


di.J.1 i, •'■cli™ for thr 

T."'?' lorporl Wdr.l,„u.„tcrp.r.’- 

•o Frofo, ,, M., bce.p.,i,“o ^j Bv 

Jou Port. 
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sicca rapees, and dcli^'crable by the f:»4:lr)ry a qiiaiUlty 

of iron belonging la the Hon(iriib!i: Contpaoy. oti the f alia wing 
coilrlrtiatis:: wlioeve-r buys ti bl to pay dai.vn one ruprc lu binil 
the piiii^iliasep aiiii depOnlt five |>er in mooey or Compnnv'H 
paper, on the amount in one month from day nf sale; il the 
iron is cleared out in sis nnorirtif, Lbe pnreh.iseir lo be cittowrd a 
dLscoTiint of nine pev et-nt. and tf rifSf^r sU monthu, and wilhio 
nlot: months from the dny of n diEcontit of three per ceiiL f 
but should Uie iroti not be cleared out at the espfration of nine 
iuonl[si3> it b thcfi to be resoJil by public auetioni and the fomier 
purchaser to make goad any lo^s or charges oil the resale; on 
failure of the ilepnsit bring made in one moiuh^ ihe iron to 
be inimeiJEatcty resold at the ri^fc and charge of the lirst 
pua'hascn" 

Tfie Hanomble :the Court of Directors haring directed 
that tliey may he furolshed annually ndtli a correct aiplmbetjcaJ 
list of the European inhabitojits of Calizotta and eoviranS| 
an order >yas issoedp under date the psc of October^ that ecery 
European residing in CaEcnlta or the snburbs shonlJ transmit 
thrir names to the RigjsLtar o! Covenants by the mi of 
November, 1795. 

On the jgth May, 17 ^ 5 , a general court of proprietors 
was held at the India House '-to consider the long, FaidiEul 
and important service^i of Warren Hastings, Ean^.t and I he 
espedicncy of p^'iying the expenses of hisi defence.*'* 

Mr. W. t^tishington went inijo m ^^statrfnent of Mr- 
Fla^tlnga" conduct since the year 176^, at which time his ser¬ 
vices Is^cafnc impartunt to the Comphny \ Siifr beiag nofnirmlmi 
second in council at Madras, and succeeding to the govui-fimeiit 
at Ekiogal in 1772^ when a Geld of action appeared to his 
view, of the most dangerout nature for Him to undertake^ 
hut promising the greatest increase to the interests of the 
Company. 'l"hc system he adopted, telative to the col feeling 
of castodis the article of salt^ bad iacreased the produce ut 
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that arttcle to oi goo.ooo annualty, and iron! tlit 

other measures he adopted, the re%’enuea of Bengal were now 
increased upieards of two millions per annum, the benefit of 
winch the proprietors had fell in the augmentation of their 
dividend, and the puIiEti: in the participation fund,’’ He then 
stated “the amnunt of Mr, Hajittngs’ fortune to be j£^t,ooo a 
year, and that ^frs- Hastings !iad not more than twice that 
tncume, which certainly was not sufficient to enable them to 
support the proper dignity of his former rank in the Company's 
service," He also stated '■ the expenses of hia defence to 
amount to £.20,000 and upwards, w'hich coRimon justice required 
of the Company to discharge." 

agencroJ court of proprietors held at the India House 
on the afitli March, 1 795 > aome discussion occurred on the 
general subject of permitting officers to return to India with 
their rank. The question originated on such a permission 
having been Rranted to Mr, J. Pattle of the civil service. Sir 
Francis Baring observed that, " by the rcgulaljons of the year 
• 734 i ®”y persons going out to India with their rank, the 
resolution of tl,e committee upon that point must be sanctioned 
by A General Court of Praprictora ; from lliat rime to this, only 
two cases had occurred, whicli were so recamincntled to the 
general court. Mr. Rattle was a man the most capable of any 
to render the Company great and essential service, and one 
whose merits claimed every regard from their hands." 


At tbe same meeting of the Court the report of the 

committee; OR the bye-laws was read, which proposed_^"That 

no Director should trade to and from India." The discuguou 
that took place on that occaaion was rather curious, and we 
give it verbatim as reported:— 


" Mr. TwiningThoughl some time should be allowed to 
those gentlemen aim were engaged in private commerce, m 
order ,0 «uctude and wind up their transactions. Two year, 
he thought would be a sufficiency. ^ 
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Mr* R;ind[*J Jackson thought that in this tint law 
would be tnsufHcJetit j by diarigiug of cbiiracler?! Hie abo!.e would 
alilJ coot In ao, and lie wished t4> stre ft totallir abrogated ; before* 
boweveri be proposed afif al[ernHon< he desired to bt^nr the 
opInioD of the tcafuct! cooriad resperting wlietber this bw 
would eatend to agencies, 

♦* Mr, Rons gave bb opliiiDn that jt would extend to 
agencies. 

Mr. Ltisbington confejssed, though he confd not cure the 
whole of this evil, ret he wji.^ williag to destroy as large it 
portion of h ns he possibly could. Fie would allow* ogent* to 
take half per cent, in cnotiey remittances as a coftiniissbn. 

** Mr. Hlphizistone thought the same objection lay against 
the half per cent, as against the other part of the cas#* for tt 
went to give a proUt lo the Directors, and so far subjected 
them to the inOiience of those who ought to be thetr ieirvants 
abroad. 

Mr. Randal Jacksoti said, the principle of the yneasiire 
was this, to destroy that monstmus absuniity ihat the servants 
of tlie Company abroad should have an influence upon the 
Directors here at home. Those who ought to obey« by this 
vi*ould be able to command, in tousequeuce of their being able 
to influence the Directors. This being the ca*e, unless the 
money agency was abalished, but a am nil part of the evil was 
cured, for it amounted to seven-eighths of Lfie w-hole* 

" Mr. Twining thought the money agency vras not included 
within the intcution of the committee. 

Mr* Rundal Jackson contended that the belit would be 
frittered away unless it extended as far. 

After some further convlrsatiau the resolutioo was 
amended by precluditig all sorts of agency^ to which a profit 
woa attached, and ihett unanioioimly passed^ 
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Mr. Of^iul tlut uighl y^afs before tit was 

caJk'd l(j tilt direction, ai a cnn^irlei-abtc expense he tsIabILsUed 
an indiffti ma^HIfa^:fo^J'^ ivtiLh if inpfutfed in ibis resoluiion 
'inxild he can*iderflh|y- deLrimrdtaJ to him. Tlie importatian wf 
tbis-:uilp[e dhl'nivf pI.^hTi with llir coinrncnce of the Compaov. 
and tm dreumsunrea wen? so pe. uliar, that Lord CorinvaUis 
had thought proper, idjtn he cAlfcd him to the Council Board 
in fiiilia, ID make an esempLion in favor of him. 

“Tlic case of ff. Gitint, E-sq,, was referred to a committee." 

In an order, dated ijir. Jist Deceratpr, 1798, the Goveroar- 
Geneial '■ iipprin-s tiip tivil sen ants of the Company tn Bengal, 
that from and after tJie I at January. 1801, no servant will be 
deemed diKilife to any of the ollices hcTeinafter mentioned 
until he shall hare passed an examinntiofi (the nature of 
which will he hereafter determined,} in the laws and rcgubiions 
and in the ianguages, a knoxviedge of whidi is heraby dcclaTed 
to Ik: an tiiilispciij,i.L[a qualilii-;ition for such respective ofhee. 
The languages, a knMwIedge qf which will be considered 
reijiiHiie in the several offices in the Judicial, Revenue and 
Comutcrdal deparla.enU, are— 

“For the ofEce of Jmlgt or R-gister of any Court of 
Justirr, in tl,e previocr, of Bengal, Behar, Orissa or Benares— 
the Hindostanue and the f^erstao laoguages- 

" For the ofBcL’ of Coffector of Revenue or of Giistntns or 
Commercial Kesideni, or Salt r\grnt, in tlie provinces of Bengal 
or Orissa—the Bengalee language. 


*' Fi>r the office of Collector of Revenue or of Customs, or 
Cxtnmen ml Resilient, or Agent for the provision of opium, in 
tne provinces of llrhar or Oria^ar-tiie Hiudostanec language." 


Oil the 14 th January, , 799 . au attempt to revolt against the 
-vernn,.-n. was made by Vfeirr .Vlly, the deposed Nawab pf 
We, aod , f,, his adherents a. Benares. The first step in 
diaimlical scheme was the murder of all the English at 
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Benares, men, women anrJ cbildt^ri. Tbe plot was discovered 
a£ the aiitset^ though tiol before LEie hvea a| Mr^ Cherry, Um 
British Reiident at MnareSp and several other English gentk- 
men were satrificcd. Viiler AHy, who wns visiting Mr. Cherry 
by appointment, first drew his sword upon him; whcreiipon bis 
aJtteniiaut.s unslieathcd thelts, and on Air. Cherry-s attcmptifig 
to escape, Warm Allyg one of the attendants struclc him lifeless 
on the floor. Watris Ally was the confidential fKcnd of the 
deposed Vizier, the prime adviser of all his measairsj and more 
especially of ibU murderous plot at Benares. Warris Ally 
esicaped and eluded capture for twelve years, when, thinking 
that lie would not be recognized after such a lapse of time, he 
ventured in disguise to revisit Lucknow^ where he was at once 
apprehended and cast into jail in July t8u. 

On the 9ih October^ 1799, *'the Right Hoo^ble the Governor- 
General in Coundl, haring taken into consideraUon the present 
establishment of the olhue of the secretary to the governinenf, 
has been pleased to order that tnsiead of a secretary to govern* 
ment and four snb-secretaries. the establish men I sIillII in future 
consist of a cliicF secretary to the govemment, and of (our 
secretaries, vji., one frtcretary for the Secret, Political and 
Foreign department ; one secretarv for the Public department ] 
ont secretary for the Judicial and Re venue department; and 
one secretary for the Military^ department/* 

** The Most Noble the Governor^General wdll give audlerice 
front 10 until 14 o'clock on Monday neat/'^soeb is the wording 
of an annouttccmenl In the Gsjsrite of the ajtb September 
ifloo. This patriarrhal custom of hcaiing complaints and 
receiving petitions from the commnn people on certain davi 
appears to have been rather common at that time. A 
renDvmtiati of the custom wnuhl be an improvcfnenl upon our 
present red tape system. 

Some disputes appear to have arisen at Calcutta with respect 
to female rank and precedence, which led to a memadal lo Lbe 
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Court of Directors whose decisTon was as follows" That all 
ladies w1ii> arc entitled to precedence in En^loiidi whether by 
birth or marriage, retain it in India; th'fe does not, however, 
aUcct the precedence of wives of members of council, who take 
rank accorditig to the rank of tbeir hasbands in the service-** 
This related, we pres a me, to the ladies of the Company’s 
servants only. 

The Company's debts had been gradually increasing in 
amount till, on the aist December, 1797, they had reached a 
total of Sa- Rs. 650^00,000. and public credit began to be 
seriously affected. The Covernor-GcDcraJ brought the matter 
before the Court, and it was detcrinined to “appropriate the 
snrplu.s resources of this presidency, whenever there may he 
any surplna, to the discharge of the regirter debt, according to 
priority of dale.” And the mode to be adopted was rather a 
singular oner—“A fund shall be established in Bengal for the 
redemption of the existing and future debts of the Company in 
India, to be provided by bills to be drawn by the Honorable 
Court of Directors, quarterly, and to consiat of no less a pro¬ 
portion of the principal of the debts for the time being, than 
twTi per ceiiL per annum, to be applied invariably, towards the 
irdcmptton of the debt of this presidency, together with tlie 
interest that may from time to time accrue, upon all securities 
that may be so redeemed, as soon as may be practicable, after 
it akall have been received; and the General Treasury shall be 
opened accordingly for the receipt of cash, for each quarterly 
appropriation for which bills upon the Honoiable Court of 
Director will be prepared by the Deputy Accountaat-Gerieral 
as osual. in any *um thai reijuired,'* 

_ On the May, 17^9 Scringapatam was taken bv assault, 
^ppoo Sultan fell in the battle; two of hb sons and maav of 
the pnncipaJ iirdars faUing into our hands as prisoners. A very 
^Inus and curious library was found m the fortress of 
Sermga atam; the books wen: in chests, each having its 
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particular wrapper* and generaJly in goud presen'aliou. Some 
were very richly adortied and illuminated^ in style of the old 
MIssaJs found in roottastcrie^. Tlie coJlcction was trery large, 
and coniiisted of thousands of vofutneSp and must have proved a 
very great acquisition to Europe of oriental history and 
literature. 


On the lolb November, 1 Ho4 a treaty wai concluded at 
Lucknow between the Honorable East India Company and 
His Excellency the Nawah Viiier of Oude, by which the 
Nawab ceded to the Company in perpetual sovereignty, certajp 
portions of his territorial possessions^ yielding an annual 
revenue of one ernie and thirty-five lakhs of rupcei, in 
commutation of the subsidy hitherto payable to the Compiinj 
hy the Virier. The following ts a s^tatetnent oF the |ninma of 
the territories ceded to the Company by the Nawab Vltier;— 


Corah, Kurrah aod Etawa, 
Ri:hr and others 
Furruckabad and others 
Khairdghur and olhen 
Azimghur and others 
Gomcfcpore and others 
Allahabad and others ..1. 
Bareilly and others 
Nawabgunge and others 
Mohowt and others ... 


Ra. 55,4^.577 9 

-- if 5 f33.374 ^ 

,, 4,50,001 o o 

1 id 0 

4,95,611 7 4 

— .. Sh 49 -^* 5 + ® O' 

— u 944*963 f 3 

... 43*134S7 ” 3 

... „ 12 ff 

... « 1,68.37* 4® 


Total Ri. T45.*4 .o7i * 3 


la an en^er dated Port Wlllucn, 23 nd iSoj, the 

Governor-General aay*, he 'Mim had under con.uderation the 
expense incoited annually by allowing a cotnmt!>sbij of ten 
per cent, on the amotint of disburscmeiits of public money, 
and being satisfied that the principle of proportioning the 
profits of an iodividuai to bb expenditure of liie public money 
b highly objectionable, Ilb Excelleocy in Council ordeis and 
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directs that cofrinUston on all cspcndiltirrs, where cash may be 
advaficEtJ to officers hy the paymasters, shall be aJwiisl«:d on 
the 1st of June, iJjoa.*' 

On the gth Jdy, tSo6, Lnrd Morpeth moved the order of 
the day m the House of Commoiis, for the House reaolrfng 
ilsrJf mlo committee on the East India annual accounts, when 
ft appeared that the net amount of debu of the Company 
bearing ttiieiest on joth April, tSos, was ,^3i,fio4,9b7 showing 
an wreaie of debt of £3,573,033. notividistanding that tftc 
" resources of fndia” ivetc stated to be *- very great and 

prodnctive, and might bo rendered still greater by a system of 
economy.** 

Tlie pro^ss of the Company's debt In the following years 
most rapid^ fn the year 1799 it was £u,8oo,o£io j in the 

iZ to thirty-five millions, and in the 

>eaygij It was nearly thirty-eight millions: and yet during 
^ Ih«e periods they had Gove mors-General abroL, and the 

above «penditure. and paying dividends of eight percent 

:: I';;"';'-' 

geocnillj, thfir scrvania abroad and at home were launchinir 
deeper and deeper in the boundless ocean of debt. ^ 

A proclamation «mi iasuH by the Governor-Geneml for 

. gmmrat thanksgiving for the late signal and imporJn 
successes obtained by the Naval ,,nd Militar>^ Force, Hi, 
Majesty and of his allies, and for the ultimai 1 u 

or .to ,no,.illi,, ooj .oo„ri“t .r. bZI; 
I»,«asions in |„dm, on the 6th of Febniarv- rS.^ X 

° >» fc H.™™od ctMdio. 
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Buchan at! p for the rxccUent s^rmmt b)f him pre^rbei] before 
Hi 5 Loniihip at the new churi^h at Caicuita on the Gth day of 
Fcbnj.ity, the day of general thanksgiving appainted fay the 
Gotxmor-tjencra] in Coundl, and that Mr. Buchanan be 
desired to print Use said aennon.^^ 

On the above day the Right Honorafale the Governor- 
General. accompanied by the Chief Justice^ the CommaMder- 
iit-CIpief, t1)e Metnbefs of CouncUg and the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature and by the public officerSi civil 
and military, proceeded to the new churdir to fetum thanks 
to God for these great mendes and falcssingi. Mia Lordship 
pTExiceded on foot front the Government Haiise to the church 
at about Iialf past 6 o^clock in the morning through Council 
House Street^ which was lined by the Body Guard the Native 
troops in Garrison at Fart Wtllirtm, and t!ie Caleotfa Xative 
Militia^ and the avenues into the streets through which His 
Lordship passed, were guarded fay parties detarhed hotn^ the 
above mentioned corps. Three royal salutes were fired froio 
the tamparts of Fori William f the first cm the Govemor- 
Generars setting Out from the Governmenf House; the second 
during the celebration of the Te Deum; And the Hurd, on His 
Lordship's ncltim* Several ships in port also fired salutes. 
On this solemn occasionf all the persons [amaunting to upwards 
□I sjaty in number) confined far defat in the prison of the Court 
of Re.qaestsp were liberated in the name of the Honorable 
Company, the respective sums for which they weir imprisoiied 
having been dischai^d fay order of the Govemar.Gpneral in 
CouDcil. Several prisoners in the Calcutta Jail cotifincd for 
debt were also liberated^ 

Applications being often made to the Court of DirectorSi 
by parties who had return ed from India, for leave to proceed 
again to tbaLcountryp lor the purpose either of fallowing the 
pursuits in which they originally embarked, or of settling ibc 
affairs which had grawn out of their former engagemciitSi it 
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was delettniiicd in iSjj, that ancli pt^rmfsaiar wouJd he 
only on condition of Use applicantjj " producing proof of their 
having conducted themselves to tlic fialisfactiop of your'* (the 
Indian) “ government.'’ 

hfotti acme debates held at the fneha House hi June 
We leai'o the prices given at that time for commiasioits in the 
Army;—'‘Tlial of comet or ensign from £jdo to i,iioo; for 
lieutenant from j^yoo to 1,700; for captain from £j:,SdO to 3,500; 
and lieolenant-cQlcmtl from £4.goo to 9,000. These were the 
prices by the regulations of the semice; but it was well kroivo 
that when disposed of privately they frequently fetched one- 
third more." One speaker, alluding to tlie patronage in the 
hands of the Directors, stated that there were—to iSar, appoint¬ 
ments made to the services of the value of £643.o£»i in iSi 2 
of £401,000; in tSaj of £505,000; in 1*44 of £499,000, ahd 
in 1835 of £664,000, or a total in five years of £4,710,000, being 
ati average of appointments amounting to £544,000 in eaih 
year, and llie yearly value of the p.itronage of eaefs director to 
be £22,583. Besides these, there were tlie appointments of 
bishops, judges, Lawyers, home and foreign agents, and 
attorneys, tome of them making £15,000 a year by their 
practice, the professorships at Addisrombn and Hailey bury, in 
addition to£i,soo snug appointments in the fodia House itself 1 
There were aJse contracts for shipping, for stores, for array 
cbthing, paper and many ollmr things which became the 
aaurces of immense profit, Truly such were halcyon days for 
those of our forcfathcra who were connected with Hoa'hle John. 

The following order i^lisKcd the custom of presenting 
Mutstm to public funttiouaries:— 

"FiH B fSgp.—rhM Right Hoo. the 

Governar-General in Council having resolved to abolish the 
custom, i^kh prevails geoeraUy throughout the provinces sub¬ 
ject to thii presidency, of natives preseotiug nutfurf in money, 
und trap of fruit and other articles, on the occasion of their 
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paying official or conipSiiflcntary visita to pabtfc functioiiari«S5 m 
iht; service of the Hoei» Conipany, it is be-E'ehy ftOtifiedT for tbo 
general information oE all pubttc officers ondet this p reside ary t 
-that the cufitonj in f|uestion is sirictly prohibited from the date 
of the publicadon of this tiotice, and tlmLil is Uie expexrtation 
of government that all public functionaries will adopt every 
rncii^ure witbiu their power to make this preFiibition genenilJy 
known and obeyed by all natives^ of whatever rank or ilegfec, 
^ith whom they mny have offidaf or private intercourse- 

" in directing the abdltion of the cusioin above referred to* 
Ihc Governor-General in Cuaftctl deems^ it due to the servants of 
the Hon^ Company generally to declare, that the measure has 
not been adopted by governinenC on E,hc ground that it has been 
perverted to improper pur|K>se5 by any public officer under 
government, but from the conviction that it subjects natives to 
useless, and frequently veacaiiotis eKpense^ and to extortion on 
the part of lueidal servants and dependants. Ills Lordship in 
Council IS tnd-red fully persuaded that the abolition of a 
practice open to such serious objections will be viewcil wjtb 
satisJoction by every officer in the flom Company's Eervice/^* 

Some pariitulats are jjiven in the /ndia fFa££iff of July 
iSaBj. of the mi$!^joii sent by the Campany to Runjeet Siogh> 
We shall ijaote a portion of it i 

short distance from the town of KapathaJoli, the 
mission were met by a deputation from Futty Singh. The 
WAS formed of four or five cjeplmnla, escorted by 2^0 
Ill-mounted and ilt-i) rested horse men, who formed a s^treet for 
the inissioti to pass ihrough. They escorfed the mission to 
their etic-amptnenl, and tn the evening Futty Singh paid a visit 
to the mis^-^ioii, which was a few liours afterwards returned, ♦ 
* * * * # 

**Oii the last tnarcli to Amriisirp the mtssion were met at 
daybreak by s large pnocesfjion from the court, composed of 
aome hundredi of borae and foot, with Giany of ike nobles, and 
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headed hy PC Singh, Runjeet’s second son, a liandsotoc-* 
looking young man. ahout Iwcnty.six years o( age, ajiil five f«l 
eight iiiehes high- He is a stout, sltun-neckcd, welt-propor* 
tioned, and strong-looking man, with a rather fair coniptexion. 
His coontcitance is bandsocne, with a somewhat haughty 
expression. He is not suspected of being too cordial towards 
ihe Engiisb- The young prince and his nobles were mounted 
on elephants, their cl^antly eaparisaned steeds being led. All 
the persons forming Uie pnicessiou wore a costume of the 
same colour, ma,, bright amber, which liad a ricli effect, The 
young chief aod many of the courtiers wore their golden plumes, 
and some the heron plume on the right side of the turhait 
which slightly inclined forward. Shere Singh's state elephant 
•was not the least canspkuons object in the pageanL Tbe 
fine animal had round lik neck a cosily collar of embossed gold 
^tvided into Lircles of iiliout eiglileeja inches in circumference 
and tittbcii together. These golden circles were somewliat 
tonvex in shape, and reached as far as llie ekphanfs chrst; 
from each ear also depended rolls of tliickly twisted gold cord 
Tlie jowl was made of the finest criinsan velvet, pmfuKely 
embroidered witli gold; this was surmounted by n richtr and 
chastely embossed gold bowdah. 

“ Next day the British mission went in state to pay a tint 
to the Maharajah. The officers of the mission were mounted 
on ctephanls. preceded by ih* troops of catalry and the rear 
WM brouglil up by the company of infantry, forming the other 
moiety of the escort. On their way to the p.iUce, situated 
ill the Rarabaugh, they were met by Rajah Dliyan Singh, 
htoiher-in.law to Runjeet, handsomely accoutred in a coat of 
highly polished steel mail. Dfiyan Singh is about twenty-seven 
years old, and very tiaodfome. A body of lunten now 
approacbed and divided itself on either Jknk of the mission, 
and to this manner accompanied it to nithip two hundred yards 
of tbe outer gale of the paiace^ where U was received iato a 
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iIteH i^f^inpcMcl of a battiljou of infantry and a TEgtmeot of 
diamouTittd cavalry, 

Imm^diatE^y at th€ head af Ibzs mifitary avefiiie, and us 
the niLsisiaii turned into thr paJace, were placed two pieces of 
horse iirtillery, which g^ave a very toft rafale saliite. The 
mission proceeded across a bridge into n kind of caurt-jard 
or open space, where the escort rematned while the British 
gentleifien entered the second gateway into the gurden^ in the 
centre of which is the palace. The walk leading to it from the 
gate is wide and paved, and on this occasion was lined on 
each side by scarlet cloth kannaiits. At certain tnten-als 
there urere luspended overhead handsome canopies of ^hwl 
and ciotb^ 

*^lATien w'lthin twenty yards of the palace the genllefnen 
of the mhssian dismountedi Irom (Jieir elepbanta, From the 
place at which they diimoonted to Une presence there was a 
dais of Bne cloth. The Maharajah ?at in state in a larg^ open 
room or verandah, which was carpeted with a shaw], and 
overhead was a hcatitilhlly worked shawl canopy. Qn the 
near approach of the gentlemen of the imUsion, the mice of 
Ca-shmere arose and advanced some steps u> meet Capt. Wadei 
whom he embraced^ alter which the othei gentlemen in 
succession paid their compliments to Runjeet^ always^ however^ 
keeping the head covered- They then took their seals on 
silver chains with ccimson and yellow velvet aishionSp Ktin}eot 
in an elegant gold embossed chair. After a short pause they 
were each separately introduced to the Alaharajah by one of 
tlw ministers. After this cefemnny the Governor^General^s 
letter ivai read in open court, which appeared to afford the 
most lively satisfaction to af^ especially Runieet himself. 
Shere Singli appeared thotigfitful or indifferent, while a smile ot 
dubious meaning for Ihc most part passed over his Jtps. 

After the letter was read^ Lord Amherst’s preientt wet* 
displayed and pronounced to be baodiome. Am n og theii, 
21 
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two English stalli^rns, a fotfr-barrelled gtirij, a tdii^kil 
drcsaing-case^ &c. There was a {quantity of shawls also, whkrh 
perhaps the sOTcrngo of Cashmere held less in estimation tbaTi 
articles of a more exotic nature. There was also a handsome 
and valuable bead-piece for the Ratiee, an elephant with a 
silver howdaht &c. On the right of the ^laharafah fiat the son 
of Dbyan Singh, a pretty-looking child, about hvc years of 
age^ who appeared aLmost oppressed with his gorgeous and 
giittETing gamishings ; for diamonds, emeralds^ and pearls 
appeared to be so studded and heaped upon the boy^s person 
that he seemed more like a casket of gems than a youag 
courtier. MagniOccnce here was evidently unaided by a 
correct taste. On the left was seated the son ol Putty Singh, 
a well-grown youths about fifteen years of age : his drei^s was 
perhaps not less costly tlmn the others; but a more happy and 
less cornbersome arrangement of jewels gave a greater degren 
of elegance to his appearance. On llie second seat from the 
right sat the brother of Dowdh Singh, the dUtiitguished hero 
of Attock: on the second seat from the left sat the E^jah's 
Second Son, Sbera Siiigh;^ and the only one of bis sons present- 
He* aa well as the other princes and chiefs, w'ere most 
magnUscently dresswj, and ornamented with valuable jewels^ 
each appearing to vie witb the other in splendour of dress and 
decoration. The court dress was of a rich yellow colour, which 
added to the imposing effect The old chief himself was, if 
possible, the most gorgeously arrayed of all In the centre of 
Runjetfl s turban there was a costly nmament composed of 
various jewels, which w^e so arranged as best to set off each 
other r from this there was suspended by a small gold link a 
diamond of vast beauty and magnitude, in shape and size 
somewhjic resembling a pigeon's egg. On bii neck, and 

reaching low down his bosom, he had a most beautiful pead 
necklace : at the centre were ten of the size of musket bullets, 
decreasing at the sides till reduced to the size of peas and none 
Jess. He had a smaller pearl necklace, a coUar that liked dose 
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to the neckTpearls of llic tike aiztj and hh wrbU and 
ankles were simiiariy adornied; on hb sthcialtiers, and rea^hinj* 
qgite across in much the same manner as the wings of a light 
iDfanlry officer, fie had three rows of diamonds the sJie of the 
end of one's finger. Round his loitis was girded a glittering 
aone of nibtes^ emeralds^ dLamonds, and peartSp and m this 
girdle was stuck a dagger^ ornamented to correspoiid. His 
shieldwas in harmony with all this magnificenGe. Rather above 
the wrist he wore a kind of bracelet of beautifully lucid largo 
diamond drops. There was a singular etiquette observed in 
regard to the dlfiJtibutioi] of the seats of honor* 

Rajah Dhyan Singh, RunjeePs favourite, was seated on 
the ground after the oriental faiihion« while his child sat on 3 
chair (an bonorary distinctJDnJ. The same favour was granted 
to Dowdh Singh's brother, who sat in a rhaJf on the left^ while 
the conqueror of Attack himself was sealed on a cnrpeU 

** None of the European officers in Runjeet's service 
(Ventnrai Allard^ &c.,} were present at this durbar. On inqmTy 
as to the cause of theJr absence, the reason grren evinced a 
delicate and geoerous consideration on the part of the Maha* 
rajah. These officers being his servants, it was not consTgieTit 
with etiquette that they should sit in the presence* and father 
than that they should seenf degtaded in the eyea of tlie fnissinjir 
or have thetr feelings wounded, their presence on this occaaioiifc 
was dispensed with*'^ 
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ADVERTISEMENTS ILLUSTRATING CUSTOMS 
OF THE TIME. 


The foHpwtng is a.n acIv'crtiMineat to sailors, in 1780^ to 

engage in priraiccring, which was then rechoiied a favorabW 
opening to men sttking their fortune .-■* To alj genUetneir, 
seamen and lad# of enterpriae and true spirit, who are ambkiaus 
of making an hodorable independence b>- the plunder of the 
enemies of their country, the Dtat/i nr Chry priirateef, a prime 
sailing vessel, cominatided by James Bracey, mounting six 23 
pounders, twelve cohofn*, and twenty swivels, and tarrying a 
hundred and twenty mei^wtll leave Calcutta in a few days on 
a five oionlhs' cruise against the Dutch, French and Spaniards. 
The beat treatment and encouragement will be given.” 

Mr. James Wuit, a very successful Europe and China 
shopkeeper," whose “dwcllingJioiise, shop, and warehoufies” 
were near the BankshaJJ, and who had a gatdcn-faouse, ” on the 
road Irom the Boytoconnali to the burial ground,"^ in 1784, 
invites inspection of his premises and conference as to terms of 
sale, &c., «any day of ibe week, except Sunday," a very 
remarkable exception in those tfayir. mek/f Csjet/e for March 
1781, refers to Mr. Wlttit's endeavours to put good books into 
circulation. A Hudibraatic rhyming list of goods for sale 
comjnecices thus— 


" La^iei' npi ta ji^nni tlm ; 
SI^DdA to wrap tlisjn In when dead ; 

to ™e Hth w crit - 
Bihlt booa^ to tJii- 


Aj good m ftW otd Winii did k|j/' 


[Advt.] -r-ro„ fatt, ifetivc of China, begs leave to 

.aform the gentlemen of Calcutta, and the public in geaeral 
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itial any persons liaving tanks in iJieif gardens, or claewheti;, 
and being desirous to have them cleared out, he will contract 
with them for the same upon very reasonable terms, being 
certain that he can finish the work quicker than any Bengal 
people, by means of a China pump. Any gentleman willing to 
contract with the said Mr, Fatt, is requested to roquirc at his 
Rum Works, at Sulkey, opposite Calcutta, N, B-' He makes 
loaf sugar equal in quality to that made in Furope, and eaceilent 
sugar.caocly. Also all sorts of cabinet-work the same as in 
China. Cafenits, 4JA ATffrfA, 17S4.'’ 

Tom Fait did not Jive long after the above advert!aemeet 
appeared, for in June, 178+, all his stock-in-trade, and his 
distillery at '*Sulkey," are paertd for sale. 

[Advt-] FenciNC,— Mr?^ubLse begs leave to acquaint 
hU friends and the genltcmen of the settlement, tliat he pro¬ 
poses to teach the art of fencing upon the following terras 
*<Twa gold-mahurs entrance, and two gold-mohuris per montl!:. 
He has taken a convenient house for Uie purpose, behind the 
' Hairaonic.’ His days are Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Such gentlemen as choose to take private lessons at their own 
bouses, will be attended on Tuesdays and Saturdays, id which 
case his terms are three gold-mohurs cRlrauce, and three gold- 
niohurs per month. ajrif/aHf, 1784-'^ 

On the and of September, 1784, was pot up for sale by 
auctidu " that c*tensive piece of ground beboging to Warren 
Hastings, Esq., called Rishera (Ishcta ) situated on the western 
bank of the river, two tniles below Serantpore, consisting of 
13© beegahs.” 

Messrs. Davidson and Co, lofonn their friends and the 

public that they have established t December 1787) in Enlally 

a “washing and mangling business.’' The fotlowidg were their 
charges;— 

For a lady or gentleman Rs- 6 per month. 

A child from 7 to I a years old ... « 4 ditto. 
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A child under 6 jfears 


Rs, apcrnjdiith 

IP 1 dittot 


[Advt,] -Flour MiLL.-Mr. Cimstopher Dexut begs 
leave to inform the Jadles and gcntitmnn of the settlement, and 
the public in general, that he has erected at a very coiiflidcrable 
expcMe, a mill for grinding (Tour, being the first of the hind 
ever known in Bengal The stones, which are real F«ocb Burs 
are the very best produced in Europe; their principal excellence 
consists IQ leaving no sand in the flour, a fault bat too general 
^th the Bengali balcera. He hna also erected ovens under the 
inspection of two Eumpean bakers, and proposes carrying on 
the bating business in aJj its branches. He hopes his bread 
will be found superior to any yet produced in Bengal, and on 

the same terms as tbe natives, * * * * ir Cit/rWM, airt 

Afsrck, iyHgJ* 

Mr. ]ohn Marklew. Gunmater, fate Foreman to Jover and 

th?t’ he ‘ h Rives notice 

that he has disposed of all his tools and receipt for browning 

barrels to Mr. Peter Angier, gunmaker and cutler i^ 
Calcutta, who ^11 cany on the same business as above, and 
jpe to meet with the encouragement of the genHemcn of the 
icltlcrncnU 2tsi 1790." 

to U.. "C,n.ra„io„.„,, Court 

of Requests of the Town of Ciicutta* 

■Oewlemen,—U nderstanding that the offfce of clerk to 
^ur C^rt rs likely to become vacant, 1 beg Teave, in that event, 

lo cal to your ^ollection that the person who thus offers 

wh^ situation and misfortunes give him a reasonable dL 
tb brother-servants. and whose qualifica- 
Ungoages^and ht 

M^Huuuiaoce with the manners and customs «r ♦i- 
render him h> n... l- ^«om» or the natives, 

. e fiauctis himself, equal to the discharge of the 
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duties cf the o( 5 « he solicits. (Sd.j FRANCIS GlaDWIN. 

CalcHtfa, 14/i/tine, >790" 

So highly was Madeira wine tiiOJght of in those days that 
one advertiser, in 1790, p^e^aces his anrgunccmeflt of the 
receipt of a new batch of this particular wine^ with the follow- 
«ig blast I— 

Now drink Madeira and, in acorn of knaves, 

Leave continental wines to conquered slaves. 

Madeira and claret seem to have been the ustiaJ drink of 
the residents in addition to pale ale. Large shipments of the 
above wine* from England and France were standing advertise- 
nicnls in the papers. The price of ale and porter io bogsheads 
was ninety sicca rupees per hogshead. 

" A. Wilson, Watchmater, in Council House Street,*' has 
for sale, several capital watches, among which "is one on a new 
and singular canstnidion, horiaontal, capp'd, jewelled, and stop, 
which goes while winding up, and by a separate hand and circle 
shows the three hundredth part of a minute.'* (t 79 '-) 

[Advh] "A gentlemanohscrvlng the great number of 
useless horses daily parading the roads about Cakotta, suggcals 
it as a hint that they might be better employed in propagating 
their breed up the country, an idea, the advertiser doubts not, 
will be highly approved of by the patriotic owners of such 
cattle. This is,' therefore, to give notice that any gentleman 
sending an incumbent of that nature to the /’ria/er (of the 
Ca/ctt//a Gasc//e) and paying for this advertisement, the 
animal will be thankfully received and religiously applied to the 
proposed purpose. aSjA A/ft/, 179*-*' 

■■ A neat, compact and new built garden-house,” is 
advertised for private sale at t.joo sicca rupees. Tt was 
“pleasantly situated at Chowringhy, and from its contiguity 
to Fort WilUim pccoliarly welt cakuUted for nr offirer; it 
would," continues the advertisement, " Likewise be a handsome 
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pfavJ<no«forii,aEive hdy,ofachi!d/' A pecaUar feature di f 
tlitf times | 

A,.»Wi” ‘m, by “PetK 

P Au^l T '” “"f *”'■ ““P* ‘b»‘ «' 

^ . Augier, whose grandsons sLill carry on the old husioen of 

The budding and people must have some stranpe t f 

the old times * mementw of 

«.!. M P“blfc D=partm™,, Part Willtom, 

JS* March, .„3, calls f„ " Caalwt proparal tor cccdas a 

Ca..to„„, p d p„ll 

™.Oag fetory haasa, ai.l, ,|„ „dc,. 

aiKhto lha aartoundiag ..|l, and to caattaat no, 

buildings ]ti their alcad- 

Mo^rag, .htch ,. .„ cvWa.ro a. ,.ai„t toaa.ar. W 
ttodrama. to C.lc«U ol Hat data (,,,3,,_.. Whatoa. 

« »=™ral p™™ tha a, p , » ■ 

"7 ba„„ «|. a larpt..;... pa,„, 

^Wy Ha® many Hal niitaba, have /«,„anlj, liappanad- 
1 heg leave to derltne the appellation of 
.f H.,a .b. do aat W »a" p!:’"™; “ 
i^cd notes, letters orpar^eU Jlhl 
Mtne direct to me, that they direct to CaptTis 
aive Street, Calcolta.-' 

illunratbo of the valu» ot ■ Provide another 

»S.t.tog Jh a 'rh'''" “A pr™. 

- feet, will ove one thousand 


* Tik iiTd rMkt^~ 
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ate a rupees to any person capable of cxiractmg 

paid upon the perfonnance of Ihc cure. Enquire So. Sj, 

Zigzag Lane," 

Fine Hyson teas arc advertised in 1793 at ififi sicca rupees ^ 
the chest; 125 Ihe half, G4 the quarter and mat rupees 
iht l€€r. 

Doctor Liotard advertise# [1793)—" Public baths, plain, 
mineral and afomaUc,’* at No. 37 . China Bazar. 

Bliilsa, which is still famous for iU preparation of the 
perfuraed tobacco for smoking in the hooka, was, in 1793. very 
celebrated, and eaported to Calcutta very large quantltiw of 
tobacco, much valued by European smokers, and not less so by 
wealthy native gcnUenicii. The tobacco was advertised by 
Messrs- Lee and Kennedy at seventy mpeefi per maund; and 
*'Aliabad" tobacco at forty rupees. 

The following auctioneern carried on business in Calcutta, 
during the year 1793:—Messrs King, Johnson and Pierce ; 
Mount and Faria-, Stewart and Brown; Tulloh and Co. The 
last named firm became the most famou!!, and carried on the 
business of auctioneers and commission agents in a very 
extensive way in Tank Square, for mote than fifty years, when 
they gave place to others. 

Two large dray horses {1793) brought from Europe were 
sold to an agent of the Nawab Virier for six thousand rupees ! 

As a significant sign of the times, we extract the following 
advertisement from a paper of 1794 - '* a PPaee To 

wail upon a lady, either here or on a voyage to Europe, a native 
woman, the daughter of an European, who speaks English, can 
dress and attend on a lady, and has already attended one to 
Engtaod, Enquire at Mr. D'Couto's, near Tiretta Baiar. lor 
Anna D’Sylva,** 

There was at this period (1794)0 hotel at Budge-Budge, 
kept by Messrs. Dcnnagan and Co. The house was a large,. 

n 
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uppcr-roaaied one, and sitcaled immedktdy on the bank of 

p”" b«g«« .„d 

A person of the name of Dominick Laorency, an ftalUn, 
/veroses jn 1794, having brought from Europe the "Cabinet 
of Curcius, and the”Great OpUc of Zaler/' both of which 
^nosihes” had «attracted the admiraUon of the capiUfl 
cibes of Europe, and particularly that of London" The 
cabinet wm composed of fieures. life «ae, of persons in Europe 
.nd elsewhere who had made a name for themset^s. Z 

particularly of those who were living actors of the tragedU of 

the French Revoktbn, then in fu|J ^ , 

-Ph^ ci.i« o( 
^ Ice.. Ad„w„ 

f«q«inng for information regarding a -girl 

had^f’ f«P«s) 

1™ ot C:*V.t^„Lw »“ •” 

T.h„'jS"P<^"‘'"*«‘ «' Prirc. 0/ Weje, 

Patn Spanish dollars a head for 

Patna sheep brought to the island 4 he -beioir d«r r 

tion of shipping, by establishing a breed of Patna sheep " 

™ 7^, Jarga 

"-'rir 

toTh^ 
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palatial house of business is still standing, and was for many 
years the Sailors' Home in Bow Bazar. Messrs. Palmer and Co. 
were the iirst of the princely mcrcaotilc houses wbjch thirty 
years afterp were the wonder of the world* It was in 1833 
their over-trading and speculations in indigo, opiump &c., caused 
their downfalT. Palmer and Co. were the first to go, and ihrir 
bankruptcy was followed by Alexander and Co*; Cruttenden^ 
Mackillop and Co,, and some othera, causing unhrard-of min 
to widows and pensioners, who had embarked their all tti these 
houses, depending with con 5 defice on the security of the baits- 
held out in large Interest for money invested in these firms. 
The interest they regularly received, but the piincipaj was 
irrecoverably gone. 

Besides Messrs. Barbef and Palmer, to which we have 
referred, there are other business names which are well 
remembered by old residents in Calcutta, aud among them 
none more hooored titan the long standing coach-building 
establbhment of Messrs. Steuart and Co., near St. Andrew's 
Church. That firm, after supplying about twenty p*irlners 
with fortunes, passed into- other Itands and very lately only 
changed its name.'**' 

A manufacturer .-rtarted m tm -"i candle-mafcmg business 
at No. 34, Meeryjhony Golly. " or Zigtag Lane —Mr. Clark 
says that he makes hU candles to such pctfuclion, that " hia 
tallow candle* mixt with wa*, appew equally as good as the 
best wax candle* made in India-, and a whole candle win burn 
ten or eleven hours.” HU price* were—'* wax and tallow 
eandles, 30 Sa, R*. per maund, tallow only Jo Sa. Rs. and wax 

only 75 Sa. R*-” 

*' Fine large Europe Cabbage Plants” arc advertised for sale, 
in 1794, at Sa. Rupees eight per hundred—rather a heavy price 
we should think, even in those money-making days—to be had ''.it 
the Ute Captain Mackin tyre's garden, atitUe below the Orphan 

* TMf finD A^l b«*ii itt piTOC. 
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House, opposite QandpauIGhaL*' This is ihe iotiraatioii 

we have of (he etjstunce of an orphan fiouse in thia boality. 

Hen? » a cfMcripaoti of 3 queer old Germaji dodt, whfch 
fiterally astonished the wejik minds of the nath'es in 170 X who 
consufered it a moat wonderful production of the gods. “It 
consisted of a sea of gloss, in perjutual motion so long us the 
cl^k was going: a ship at anchor; a battery on which a soUtaiy 
soldier marched to and fro; a high watch tower, whose dimina- 
tivc dock indicated the hour; and a little boat, with four men 
and one ofTicer, whose perpetual occupaHon was to row to and 
fro between Uk- ship and the batteiy. a distance which occupied 
them an hour either way. When the boat arrived at the battery 
the hour struck, the uddier pn.se«ted arms, and a savage jMu 
^tid of music rushed out blowing defiance at the ship and the 

^ ' ? tliT ^ 

music finished (he masidans retreated piedpitately backwards 
.nte the watch tower, and the boat, which pulled in a circle, was 
rdurnmg by rather a circuitous route to the ship; the instant it 
got aJongsrdc the dock tower struck the hour, but no ruffians 
«hH oui tins time, it was the ship’s tnm to do something 
wonderful; up fiew a red flag with death’s head and marrow- 

IH- fired from the pirate's gimi^ were shot by some sfeilfia 
mechanam ^mst the battery, which they all yt at tJ.e same 
iastaiu. and so disappeared beneath a yawning glassy wave," 

To BE LET ON LliASE FOR THREE VEARS.—Thc Hcrrio- 

TTy «<> the 

or the bazar called Tiictta's Bazar, in front of the public 

leading to Cytpore, and sUnding on four bfggnhs and 
ihiitf.ni cottahs." “ 

«? 4 *?e’ T'iidvertfeement appears in a 

arriv J - 9 *l> October, i 7 g 5 ;_«A genUctnan lately 

n™. .< the pebue l.beerfh,, ie ,he ,„e«™ge„e„, 


i 


J 
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IQ hh Treatise on J^arriery; wishing also lo tmtkc htmsclf 
perfectly acquainted with all the diseases and incidents to w^ch 
horses arc subyect in this coitnlry, begs leave to retiuest. that 
gentlemen who mny have liorses affected witb any kind of dis¬ 
order wliatcvw will apply to him; as he will deem himself 
happy 1 ft being enabled to render his study in this Ibe of any 
service Vo the public in general, and to do justice tn the noblest 
of the quadrupeds. A line addressed to C. D. L, and left with 
the Printer, will be immediatcfy forvrarded to hinu” 

"StqlE!*.^—-T liis day, a metal watch, m a green shagiccii 
case, winds «p on the outside, with a metal cap or plate that 
turns round to cover the key-hole. On tha dial plate it tells the 
day of the month—a gold chain, two gold seals and a gold 
the chain has long oval links, each link jaining by two small 
rings. One seal, a red cornelian engraving, a Newton's head, the 
other a white cornelian pump or spring seal, with R. 0 . in a cypher 
on nne side- If offered for saltj stop it. and tht- parties ; and a 
reward of five gold mohuts shall be paid by applying to Captain 
A. Binuv, Theatre Street, Calcutta, aand Decembert 1795 " 

Tlie magniiicctire of the buddings of those days, even of 
private individuals and at remote up-countiy stations, may be 
inferred from the fallowing description of a houM, "lately 
erected by Mr. Driver, at Berhampore," and brought to the 
hammer in Calcutta, o« the aSlh October, lygj!—" The house is 
raised three feet from the level of the countty, and is perfectly 
dry; it cansists of a very handsome l«d 1 | tigftty iy twenty feet* 
divided by columns; four vety ciceflent bed rooms; one 
enclosed and one open verandah, twenty feet by eighteen* 
There is also a complete set of offices, with double coach-house 
and stables for sia horses.'* 

Doctor Dinwiddie advertise, in 17931 will give a 

course of lectures on Natuml Philasophy and Chemistry ta 
commeticc on the 21st of April. “The course to cunsLit of 
from aj to 30 lectures. Subscription ten Bold-iOohiirt.” 
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Bennett rcpectfnJJ. 

i«fanmthe b4«t.f the settlement who may please t7 ht,nl 

fartc Na iT *" 

“SIC, No, 15, Mangoe Lane, Cossitollah Street" 

CakuTS^? in the aeighbtmrhaad o£ 

Cakutla, « offered for sale at a sic« rupees per lb. { ,yg. j 

white ntbhit dhfo at Sa Z Is - 
Pemia, at the moderate prke oJ 

sicca weight." twenty-ftre per 

The GasefU of the i 6 th July, „ac ha^ th^ f it ■ 
characteristic advertisement of .J ^ foJIowiiig 

I j* t of a man who wishes to become 

Indigo broker'_" Mtiek 7 „ * occonie an 

B «tcr. Mtich tnconvemence havine occurreH tn 

““•te a tender of ^ ■ - «Jtnqj,j be^ j^'ave to 

iong ejtpnriena; in that tra^lTa Ilan'^iT^*^"'''' ha 

„ E,gl™d, .-ill ■‘J' 

an tnadertakingi. patent t& sucli 

Mr. Joseph Stephens proposes to act as sworn hmi- * 
the parcha<ie and safoj as aUo to value th ^ 

bclwecr ikc „d „„ a«o„ , j *" “■“ 

“>1? Of appraising one ocr cent jf th ® ^ —Buying or sell- 

J".'>» R. ; if Z "« «.c.d 

«J ™j«lpng o„ p., “"I 

"'“■~0'« •»! K-ox tavidg tad^S^„;;”f;-“ 

t, u-u csptnetjce of the great effect 
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w|iif!h the hot winds in die upper parts of ihe conntrj^ have itt 
ripening and mrlbwing madninL ivith less loss of bath body and 
fiaver^ thnn arises in the usual w^y from lung kfrepingr propose 
suntling to CawTipore twenty-five pipes of the first growlh 
London Particular WinL% to reap the betii:fit of season ijgft. 
By this and the voyage up and dowrip the wine will become riper 
than by some years keeping in Calcutta. Tlicy engage to 
deliver the winep on its return to Calcutta to subscribers onl/p 
filled up and free of every charge and risk, at skea rupees 675 
per pipe/' 

Coast Cloths,—F or sale, just imporiedr direct from the 
loomp a few pieces very fine longclotbs^ from 5& to 1 jo skea 
rupees per piece. Apply to Mr. R. AbbotL^* ^795' 

The Government prohibit the import of saltpetre;—"Public 
nodes is hereby given that the Govemor^Genem) in Council has 
thought proper to determinep that tJie importation of saltpetre 
into the provinces of Bengal, Be bar, and Orissa, shaJI be 
prohibited from this date^ E- Stcreiary : 

Fort William, May 15, 17^5/^ 

lathe following advertisement we *ee the birth of the 
"Ifniou Infurance Company/' which e^eisted for many years m 
Calcutta, and perhaps may still exist;—"Notice is hereby givens 
that a new insurance ofiice will be established on the ist day of 
June, t795p For the purpose of insuring ships^ mcirbandirc, or 
goods, to all parts of Lhe world, against all risks or dangers of 
the seas, &c.^ under the name of the UNION fNSURANCR COM- 
l»ANY^ Mr. Tliomas Go wan to cflictatG as Secretary; and CapULin 
John Canning ftd Inspector of Ships/' 

"Chittagong canvas fresh from the looms,'^ is advertised for 

in 1795 at tfie godowms of Messrs. Colvin and Raictt — 
Price per single bolt 5 a. Rs. 19 ■ per corgo Rs, 300. 

, Messrs. Dring^. Cleland and Cor, on June 4th, 1795^ advertke 
for ricca ni|>c:cs and ready money," the following wines and 
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Rs, ScHi 
M 550 


Q 

Q 


Jiquors Vid prices at whfch iLey are offered will show what 
were the prevaleat latis of the day on these artfcles:- 

Choice Picked London Particular Madeira 

wini:, 10 □] p^j. 

Ditto London Market ditto 
The above wines, in bottle at per doi. 

Claret, ftiom Brou^ and Whitford, do. 

French Claret, very superior quality, p. doa* 

Old I-iock, froin the first bouses, do. 

Old Red Port ^ 

Fine Old Sheny ^ 

Ci^ac Brandy, lirit qualit>, per gallon, 

Dutu io battles per doi^ 

Old Jamaica Rum, per dot 

Hataf^ ,n cases of rj pints, per case ... 

^ea! Hollands Gbi in 15 bottle eases, do. 

Burton Ale, per dot, 

Oorchester Beer, do. 

Country bottled Ale, per doz, 

Oitto Porter, do, .7 
FWe Ale and Small Beer, in hurts 

T-“ - 

Bte, per parr, too Rs.; 3rd site, per pair *0 Rs." 

3. Court House 

•ioiM is, ihirth ii '‘ff-. f ^ ‘ 7 M. and one of its recommenda- 

a in a w 1 tenants of 

’ ” * " leads to Rada B«ar." The 
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said lionise had besides a small garden/" When one now 
vieivs tliat lane and that ncighbourhciqd, he emu not but wonder 
where snch a garden could have existed^ for alt the houses 
therein seem of aboiiL the same age, and all for the same kind * 
of stmtturc. 

For the first time we see an advertisement, on the a5th 
June, i795, announcing the sale of an article for which CafctJlla 
has always been famous Pick led Mangtj Fish Roe, at four 
rupees per bottle, to be had oi Air. b\ Jacobi, Chunam Gully/’ 

very elegant iMehajinah PaJanquma/* says the 
Gwtte of the 30 Lh August, 1795, ^‘are jurf Htibhed by Mr. 
Steuart, who has showm great skill In the design and execution 
of them; thay are commKsiontfd by ihp Rajah of Tanjare, and 
from tilts sptdnieti (jf European art, we may expect other 
natives of rank will be induced to give similar ordtra." A 
spectator at the fmperial Assemblage at Delhi, in 1576, saw 
hundreds of instances wJicre the eejuipages of natii-e priticea 
had been consttneted entirely by European coachbundem; and 
many conveyaiices were quite according to English style, with 
the crests of llieir royal masters or the door panels^ 

The llonorabie F. Fitzroy is in trouble (1755)Lord 
Southampton having sent severaj things to him last year, which 
he lias not received, and some guns this season, Mr. F, expects 
that any gentleman having charge of the kind for him, wtU be 
so good as to send them to Ws agents.” And then, perhaps 
guessing the cause of such articles not reaching their dcstinadan, 
the honorable gentleman adds—“ w hern (at the agentss) Mr, F. 
will leave directions, for paying any demands the gentlemen 
may have for the trouble and care of bringing the things out to 
India." 

WTio m the present day hears of 3 g<ntt fhaU f That 
uncotnfortable aiJment exists to as great extent as it did in 
days gone by, but no one ever thinks of having a pecultarfy 
constructed chair wherein the patient may recline and obtaai 

S4 
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ase frcm pain- So thought not our graiidiattcrs, for W. Mvt» 
c iSKs in 1795. among other articles of furniture, “two 
malrn^y Merlic s gout oluirs. covered with leather, and .tuffei 
mLh hjLir, vc!Fy complctt?/" 

l^her “ "—mi* 

h..l ■ “"““"e"' '»■" room. W a Urg. 

hall. wU. mok™i„ boitiskonah and „u«,f naTOia.v nliici 

ShL“ nt'lUtr l« S "’7'"””" 

»l.i^ ahnpa Inn. bring in .affi rinn. “ J“ nl 
™ulJ^ .adBl„*Ingit,„a«.»„nn. and a pnnnannnj livinn. 

-AtoiinAsSr In tfiiC How 

_ A gentleman of the name of Soubisc advertises g,ne 
bamng npnncd a "Rapnaiu.,,- („ ga„u.„n„.. 

tkn noiT n 7 ,' T “ "ooo •• silaala J » 

from 

Dnmjmlollah by the lane tn th 
Was this ih. oZnlri 

«CIuindneyC|»wkBaiar^'^"^‘““ 

RtJfPfS OF GoUfl ^Mr FlnUl' 

hr anhacrip,ion,,... ‘o i™, 

the ancient aty of G^J^r form 1 l rums of 

SaharriprionaoL, ., 

»"o7,hr:irw’::f t’- f- i^oa, 

nf Shadrach aark, cam*r“ r^handJer, of the name 

StrwL Thi* prreJtn CofisitoJah 

r>f and hint to the public that ibto lake notice 

set up far ^ ^ ‘"“J" 

b«- regularly brought up to the b.^ess^d“‘ T 

vusmtsa, and only got a little 
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insight into it by frequenting his house under the dooh of 
rriendsbip. They sell under him on pur|K)se to get customris, 
in which they might have Bucceeded by (heir intrignL-s with the 
sircais; but their want of a thorcmgli know lcijge in the art of 
manufacturing candles^ jottied to their ignorance of the 
ingredients necessary for preserving taJlow iti this cbmatc, and 
making them biim clear and last long, h:ive brought disetodh on 
the trade, that injustice is due only to such pretenders- fi. C. 
will vouch for his candles, ewn when green, or quite new, to 
biiin six hours; when about a month old, eight hours (which is 
as long as any was candle will bum); and when about ti\ii 
months old and more, they wPI bum full ten hours, 'rhese are 
tallow mixed with wax, as white as spermaceti candles at 30 
rupees a maund- One great impediment also, he thinks, to the 
universal sale and use of his candles has been the bearers, whose 
business it is in most families to clean and ket'p in order the 
candlesticks, to light and snuff them, but w'hosc caste will not 
permit them to handle or touch tallow ; but If the gentry are so 
far prejudiced in their favor as not to disoblige them in that 
respect, why might it not be made Lite entire business of their 
khttmutgaru ?" 

[Advt] *’ P. Meurisee and N, Larcher most respeclfuny 
beg leave to acquaint the kdie* and gentlemen, and the public 
in general, who have hhherto been pleased to favor them with 
their eommatiiLs, that io future, they will kill on Mondays and 
Saturdays a good fat bnllocfc, nod a well fed china pork on every 
second day of the week," (vyqyO 

A Panorama of London is advertised to be exhibited in 
Tank Square to ijqj- Tickets of admission eight rupees, 

[ AdvL j “ Some dUagreeable circu instances too painful to 
relate, having imposed on Mr. Tirctla the melancholy necessity 
of temoviog the remains of his beloved wife, the talc Mrs. 
Ttrctta, from the Portuguese burying ground to a cemetery of liis 
own, near the English burying ground, be begs leave to infonn 
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i Ihk ^fr^' *nd p„,ert„g 

• cr.n:s:r r,« •' *-' -“■ 

«™<rfol predicimcnt m «hlh hf ^ 

^r sS r^-r “" - - 

W objcrvo, Uial |,u „„dt! o’r oiKiKhn ■ ^'^' ’“*’ '“"' 
all gpalfcmeo ,1.0 bad baen a W .a ‘"■'•''avll, a|la„ad by 

and most t;IFectit.-i] of ant, '^ thereto, to bt the safest 

a» well as espetliUous in itsVwithout risque of life 

pretend to iiinjerui](c tJu* oar-rttf ’ • f ^ 

knowledge, which dUtnaidy is the least 

mdepeodent of the loss of fonsequenayi, 

I® Ibao rid’’ 

0 ^w.Mo«™p„d.tla.aa*r & 1 "'™ 0/Maara. 

•W .twoald appear. aaanUaipaiJ^^ *•.'?»■ 

«-«dea.dl,y ^Oitary ‘°'^ 

^'Va'^b^.rtr^'“ ;^ ■■!“ «-™be, a, 
«ppo^ M, H. S^iaboeviAtot t" ‘^' ®“"-' 

** ‘»"lli» *n J «a,ai, "Jtl liea,. and a 

^ *nd female, four months ofd^ T' 

nionths old ’ N n **r 

«■ B—Any jierson yfo^jjjg 
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them for oiflD&Ity ^kc only, will not be alfendei;! if bail at rupeu 
fibaiild bt peeled by the black kt»;per.^^ 

Mesatd. Tulbh and Co., aaetioneerSj. who had trow been 
established m Calcutta for about three years, adrcrtlsirrf the iiale 
lor (Jie iSOi Aprils ^ 799 i A? Dumirntollab Bazar^ oe, as it was 
thefi tenaed---** Bazar at Chowringhee/^ The ground on which 
the bazar stood tnuagured about nine huegabSt on which 
there svure 30 J pucka built rooms or shops, 143 ardiud dktOj 
and 36 large culcha godowns, yielding a gro^ monthly runt of 
Sa. Rs. 1 t& 43^ "The bazar was "^bounded by General StLbbert'm 
house on the east^ by the Dumniitolhih road to the tioflhi. the 
Chowringhee road to the w-esl, aad by the Jaun Bazar to the 
south/' 

It may be iutcresting to know W'Hat weipe the rales for hire 
of conveyances and cattle in the year iSoo, An advertlsuinent 
of Mr Deiteri a stablekeepec jm CaJeututy give* us tbif 
bfomiation:— 


Per niovukb 


A coach and four 

... Rs* 


300 

A post chaise and pair 

-»i 1# 


300 

A pair of hones 

i I h 

)0 

130 

Buggy and horse 

111 fp 

5 

100 

These rates were lowt in 

compajiSDD With 

what they wens 


forty ycai^ afterwards. 

By a notice to the papers we Icam that the CnlcutLA 
Circulating Library was necemitaled to ck»e its doofa to the 
pubik t >0 the 30Ch September, tSoo. 

Wc obserre that Ltvety Stables were started in tSoi by one 
Malacbi Lyons, In a lane leading from the Wetlhigtori St|uarc;; 
these stables continued to bear Mr^ Lyons^ oatne for full forty 
yean, though they into other hands^ 

The name of the hnn of Raht^ [nglis and Company appears 
to the GaxeUcs of t 8 oo ind iome previous yc^Ar^r ai havtoX ^ 
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eitensivL* “Cfiunam business" 'll c„ii, 4. - r 

such bn.it.^^ f„ ^ “tSylhct rbis firm continued 

Gm, ' ^ ^ •''““Sing 'lln Jeugimfon of ihc 

. marh a haadsomc fortune otat of iln; Km** ^ a l ^ 

tiuss ■ we *k i j i_ ^ btisj- 

. bnl»« Ihd old i. .dll ooodooed « Svlfel. 

f;rrfi?r: ;F “ 

beer; ^ brilliant beem = ** ^ ^ strong al^t 3, small 

b-dwoloJ; '*''• "■ "••““S porter; 6, ligh. p„r„r; ,, 

Irom*fS/“”’ “ *’**"*"•' '“• ’“In »> tie HogtiI, Dirtiltm 

::==?=- --:ri 

TAdirir, ] ^'Et.opF.MErrr.—v_|* _ tc u i 

pnbBc, ,h.t ^vife, od„ed 

Johajues Mull^kset. ArnuMifan of Chi « k" 

*ny hoase, at SerajntHite on *h ^foped from 

not an, jMtcanio or reason. Ihertroie'J''"-'’'^ 

elnjl nn. be re.,„„.ib,e far L,,- dcbll^ifa o ' 

pore. g.braa.rr.8id” ' 

In ;| comomnication addr«serf bv Hr t t 4^. 
member of the MecJicnl Board to,the M ' fir<.t 

w-Geacrnl, in jgoj ilform A ^Govem- 

lennert. .,leb„ J'2r."“ “nnliod I Dr. 

^^ory throV" ~ Doctor 

'ahcij lo instruct |, r; j P opportunttica 

Peopee «»ie «, p.rfo„.bXC:‘,r^“ 
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[ Advt. ] "For Sale—a accoiid-tuuid post t:ha.isc, vaith A 
pcrdi: to eave trouble : price, 450 sicca rupees. A bamlHome 
chair pnlantieeti, ver)' little used, ditto 230." 

Messrs, Gamtnidge and Saunders set up a tavern and a 
farm at Fultah on the 2nd August, iBoa. And there was in 1(103, 
a hotel at Fultah called Garmage’s lloLel, a building tsaid to be 
■'by no means disgraceful to the most improved style of tnoJtro 
architecture. A number nf captains and traveUera of conse¬ 
quence bnd here, tabing their depjirturc overland to their 
various destinations in India." 

[ Adrt. ] " A European wants an employ in the indigo 
business. Understands ah the professors of the manufactoiy. 
Apply to Mr, John Morris Mangoe Lane, Calcutta, 1803,'' 

A ntcjst cjitensive collection of natural curiosities, chiefly 
consisting of rare insects, collected by the late Baron Von 
Doldorff, a captnln in His Danish Majesty’s fscm'ce, is advertis¬ 
ed for sale on the 5th January. 1805. This collection was the 
result of upwards of sixteen yeare’ labor, not only b Bengal, 
the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel, Imt also of the Malay 
Peninsula of Sumatra, and most of the other ialnnds to the 
eastward. 

Among other articles advertised for sale at auction by hfr. 
Duncan, "is a large Newfoundland dug, cQ*t eight fiuitdrtif 

An advertisement appears, from " a genUeman in search 
of employment’';—" Jf any single or family gentleman wishes, 
to have a clerk, who understands several accounts, write* and 
reads English, French, Portuguese, and can tranalale; he 
likewise reads Latin, and speak.* good Moor and Bengal 
languages; he is willing to 1« employed in the settleravrit, 
or go up the country or to either the Malahar and Coromandel 
coasU, if a suilabte salary be allowed him," 

(Advt-] " Malver. hair dresser Irom Europe, proposes 
himself to the ladies of the settlement to dress Imk daily, at two 
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gold-molitirB por monOi, En the latest fashic^n, with 

flowers, &c. He will also instruct the slaves at a moderate 

pnce. Please to enquire at Mr. Bernard's, behind the Hannanic 

iaveriin 

Russaptiglab seems to have been rather a fashionable part 
or the City of Palaces in the earlier days. A mansior, kno«^ 
3 the name of advertised for sale on the ist 

October. 1803. This house was '^situated in the pleasantest 

eov r^hi ^'*'0'Tiites from Chowringhee, on a 

tovet^lo and fleeted spot.- An elegant cKiagon on a lofty 

th/ertarT"**' ^ acquisitions annexed to 

elnd . ■" ^ beautiful and 

^xtensive view of the counlTy scat of Ci. Dowdeswrfl. Esq., and 

luxunant and pjcturusque sceneiy,” 

-h- \ R^l3‘JrEM. an andent French Captain of a 

tnoe " Hydrography at I Isle of 

£ tbif family/informs 

he English and French languages bv the best 
pnomples: ILlfewUc the arillimetical cre^.^ t ■ 7 7 " “ . 

Cal soieni-i.H t *■ t *nd astro no mi- 

rf rzT .“"I" T “•" *■“ '“‘“"8 

to trust the instruction of their rbildrcn f ihdr thari tnav 
wpert every satUlactfon. Direct to them at iTj nei 

probL^d 
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“Lent or lost some years since f" So runB ttie Leading 
of an advertiseineiit—The first volume of Pope's works, 
published by Millar, in octavo, in 17^0. The owner's name is 
pasted on the inside of the cover, and the crwl is a dove with 
esteuded wings. 11 the book is in the possession of any 
gentleman, it Is requested that he will be good enough to return 
it; ajid shoold it be with any person to whom a reward will be 
acceptable, a proper complituent will be made on giving or 
sending it to the printer, as a valuable edition is rendered 
useless from the want of it." 

[ Advt, ] " Stays.—Ladies' stays, for the warm season, 

made by Stephen Quick, No. (6 j, CossitoUah. They ate 
perfectly cool, being both outside and lining of fine Irish linen, 
and upon so easy a construction that a senfant may with ease 
shift the bones from one pair to another in a few miautes, so 
that a lady, having three or four pairs, may shift her stays as 
often as her linen. N. B.—Price one gold^mohm each pair." 

“An European” advertises as wafttin| employment—a 
perfect jack of all trades;—*' WANTS EMl*LdV.—An European, 
upwards of twenty years in India, in the capacity of steward 
and half dresser, who understands watchmaking, can tune 
pianofortes. A line directed to Mr. J, Diebte, at Calcapore, 
will be duly attended to." 

[ Advt,] '■ John Lewis, Exchange Coffee House, respectfully 
bforms the gentlemen of the Calcutta Militia, that public 
breakfast will be provided every parade morning in the 
Exchange Hall, at one rupee eight annas a bead—Ready 
money." 

Mr. Pyefinch. Farmer of Tolley's Nullah, proposes "to 
supply familie# with firewood and charcoal at sicca rupees 
per rod maunds of the former, and I wclve baskets per sicca 
mpee of the latter, and deliver them at the door" 

" WUliam Doughty (1807) begs leave to inform his friends 
and the gcntlcmeo arriving at this setllemeiii, that he has taken 
J5 
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thit ivcJl situated and most extensive house bejgngtng^ to the 
«itate of Geoftat Mimine, epposite U> the Collegt, and the 
south.«^t comer of Tank Square, where he has spamJ , 
no expense m fitting; k up far the reception of families and 
gen Item Ml aim'ing from Europe, the upper stations, ifcc. W. D. 
begs leave lo okserve that his Louse in future will be conducted 

under the title ot ihr Crown and Anchor Hotel and Bn'tiili. 
Chop Housed ^ 

Messrs. Stewart fit Co. advertLw as " Wanted for hire,— 
a ciei-er fmai, upon the new principle, for the particular 
purpose of crossing the grpat river, from Oiandpal Gliaut to 
Seehpore March ifi, 1807/' 

Ah appeal was put fomard for the relief of the sufferers 
the famine in the Madras Presidency, in January tiki?, 
wheo the " merchant princes of India," as the Calcutta firms 
’■■ore then styled, fiuhscribed mast libenilly: one thousand 
rup*^ was put down by each, besides whai individua] partners 
c ftms gaw. I hose were days when money was made 
easily, and spent Ubfirally. 

" &setice for the Hookah I" such is the attractive heading 
o M advertisement put forth by Mr. H. McKay in the Gazette 

t.- " respectfully begB leave to acquaint 

the hi^ and gentlemen of the settlement that are partiaJ to the 
jokah, tl«t hr; has prepared some essence, whose fragrant 
^ur and fine flavour will add considerable zest to this luxury " 
The nat^es hnJ for ages used fragrant essences with the 
tobacCT that they smoked in their hookahs; Mr McKay's must 
Juve been tamething of the same kind. 

'* Belvidere House'- is advertised by Tullob and Co., as far 

-w b, »,rt.,o □□ UK ,aih M.,. iHog. -n,. U d=*UtaJ 

‘I- r««."«d,r.i.- 

nuMM "•!»“ 4 S« " ■n«: Jin of Uio 

bTT.■"“'“’•"g 46 

/ -at Icul, and the other 30I by ifji feet, a bed room lol by 





JOHN COtsrPANT. 


T95 


agl fccE; i middle room 17I by 17 another rogio 17 hy 17 
feet; a cafil or drawinB roonr J&by aj feel; also an elegant 
marble cold ball) and a hot bait. The above suitii of apartnients 
vere on the west side of the house; ewetty sitnilarsoils of 
rooms were oa the east side ot the house. Coloajiadcd venm- 
dabs were on the north and soulb sidts. There was 1 superb 
park of seventy-two beegshs of ground in extent wliicb 
surrounded the mansion. Thus house originally bdonged to 
Colood Tolley, and was sold an aceouut of lus estate in iSoa. 

A sheriff’s sale is announced for the a4th oi March, of the 
remainder of a tenn of a certain lease from Anna Mana Talley 
to John Hooper Willdmioa of a certaiii creek or nullah, commoti- 
Iv caUed or known by the name of Tolley’s nulbh or canal. 

Mr. MaillcTdet informs the public that ” the automatons, so 
Justly admired in Europe, are now eshibited from the hours of 
IT 104011 Mondays, Wednesdays nod Fridays, at a house 00 
the left-hand side of Mr. Jtdin Haiwiah'i Gully, Admission 4 
rupc^frs-^' 

Bottles B«m to have been taUwr searct- in Calcutta in >^7. 
for Messrs- TulloU and Co. advertise that they will pay five sicca 
rupee* />er tfuara for empty Fnglisli hotUe*. and four for French 

ones. 

Fresh Oyslem” are adverUred for sale " at John Mortis”, 
Cossitollab Street, at three rupees per doKU. July rfitia." 

In a newspaper of ist September, »8o», we find an 
anoouoccmeot cl ■'Alwander Walls, boot, shoe «d hareesa 
maker.” Having set up at N& 33, CossiloUah. This firm still eauts- 

Messra. Burgh nod N’osky dissolve partnership and Mr, E, 

Nosky carries on the businiM of ebcmisl and druggist at No. 

186, Lai Baiar, from the 31st May, 1609- 

hfr. William HoUings advertisesA. Damson's claret at 
per doaen Sa. Ra 50: Do. port wine Sa. Rs, -15; 
still Sa, R». 90; Do, lio s|»arkling Sa R*. no ’* 
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All private lalcii of the CompanyCurope imports were 
ordered to be discontinned from the 13th Junci 1810. 

Messrs. Tulloh and Co. advertise “Old Hoelc, of superior 
qualitvi from Divte, Robertson and Harper, at Sostcca rupees 
per dozen; fiiiV C3'dcr, in hoses of one dozen eanb, packed ia 
earth, at 24 sicea rupees per dozen." 

P- Lindcman and Co. set up as undertakers and cabinet 
makets in tlie early part of i&gS, and their firm, though in 
younger hands of the Family, still eiiats in Calcutta.* TTu: 
founder of the business died at an advanced age in Calcutta. 

As an illustration of the despotic rule of the Company, the 
following advertisement will show;—“In consequence of tJw 
disapprobation expressed by the Honorable the Court of 
Directors, to Uie establishment of the Canton Insurance Com* 
pany, the committee for the society have directed us to notify to 
the public, its abolition from the 3tst August last. Trait, 
/’d/merand Co,, Aginti. Calcutta, 28th September, tSdS.” 

On the 3rd November, ,Bo8, R. Hamilton advertises that 
"he has fitted up the house No. 5, Tank Square, comer of 
Council House Street, for carrying on the various branches of 
bis business, as Jewellers, At" This is another of the old 
firms which have been able to continue flourishing op to the 
prirsent da.t£. 

Robertson's t/are/ seems to have commanded higher prices 
in the Calcutta market than their port. The claret is advertised 
at sicca rupees per dozen, while port was priced 

at siKteen only. 

.Messrs. Tulfoh and Cft advertise for sale 3 Manton's double- 
barrelled fowling-piece- Price, Sa. Rs, 650 ? (1812.) 

Soda water seems to have been introduced into Calcutta in 
1812. Up to that period it would appear that soda pow'ders 
were in general use, Tulloh and Co., in an advertbeoicnt in the 


* Tbii inn liDCf rtd iPgd li) ffiitL 
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GsLzctteof the i^h March^ iSi 3 r 5 tate that ’’they have feceived 
for sale a small quantity of this pleasant drink and valuaiilc 
remedy for indigestion, which they beg leave to assure their 
customers, a as highly charged with fixed air as that manufactur¬ 
ed in London is, when recently made." It may not be un- 
necessary, they continue, “ to infonn the public, thaA soda water 
is prepared by super-saturating a solutina of soda with carbonic 
acid gas, and that its place cannot be at all supplied by what is 
sold as soda powders, which are merely a mixture of salts tlial 
effemrace on being dissolved. Every one acquainted with the 
pnnoplea of chemistry' knows, that it is impossible to reduce to 
a solid form a salt, which only exists in solution under a great 
pressure," This strange caution is added to the advertiEement i 

Care must be taken to keep the bottles on their sides—if 
this is not attended to, the fixed air wOl escape in a few days," 
And for this valuable water the sum of faitrUe/t per 

dozen was charged; and tivo rupees only allowed for the rettim- 
cd bottles. Well may the community of the present day 
congratulate themselves that this beverage, so oficessaiy' on the 
plains, can be obtained at the low tale that now rules. 

Tulluh and Co. advertise in iBia-Madeira wine London 
Particular, 16 years old, Rs. 1,600 per pipe, or 40 Rs. a doien. 

Do. 10 do. Rs. 1,000 do, or 3a do. 

7 do* Rs. 800 do. or aS do. 

American salmon as an article of commerce, seems to have 
been first imported into Calcutta in September ill 15. Mr. 
Sheppard, of No, 87, Bow Bazar, advertises the fish for sale at 

rupees for a whole, Of five for a half fish, and U cnty.five 
mpeEs for a keg* 

Hodgson $ Pale Ale and Portfir arc advi^rtiseilf m 1816, at 
nipecs a do^en <|uart 3 , and 8 mpeea for pints. 

Messrs. Gould and Campbell advertised in June ifita, (he 
sale of "such bills and vouchers given to the late firm of Briant 
and Company, by genUemcn, civil and military, &C, as may not. 
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to the lime ol saJc^ be t^ken lip by tjie resp<*dire parlies, wW 
arc Iimby solicited to adjust thesL- decnands againsL them."* 

Ri;aJ Manilla cigars, or clicrocits^^^ are advertised (in i82j) 
as a sovereign remedy against fevers and damp's^** (1^ by a firm 
at No, aotn Old China Basar^ neax die Armenian ChurvJi, at one 
rupee per bundle. 

'* Fresh Pine Cheese, per IlfnrjF Pif rr^^r^ just landed, may 
be had at Messrs. Gould and Caaipbeirs at Bs, 3-8 per th/' 
Such is the announcement by these auctioneers on the a^rd 
hlarchp tSao. We give itp to show tlie eKlmvagant price cum- 
matided by this descripdon of cheese iti the marketp and also to 
allude to an anecdote related to us by a very old resideTit~a 
^ntleman who shomed us a rerjtable bobby horse, standing in a 
side room, which he uned to ride jii 1807 on the Circitlar Road, 
previous to the interdict of such vehicles by tlic GovernmciiitH 
There happened to bt a famtne of pioe ebeem iit Calcutta, not 
one was to be found in any atofe. A gouty old osan was pining 
for hifi favorite cheese j he sent twit Isis personal domnstlc, m ho 
administered to hb mind and his leg, in search of a pine cheese. 
The dameatic went to every miscellaaenus fitore—no cheese of 
Ibis description could be got, and chenaea of any other kind 
were not wanted. The domestic returned in despair to his 
master with a statement of the failure of hb mission, A missile 
at his head was lie reward from tiLs exasperated master. He 
sen I out again, told to visit every aiorej and even every 
ship in harbour. This time in tome neglected and forgotten 
cupboard or corner of Messrs. TuHoh and Co^s, a solitary pine 
cheese was discovered and carried home in trmmph £0 his 
ma«ter^ who rewarded his domestic ^^-ith rapturous applause. 
With the precious treasure dutehed in both hands, the gouty old 
gentleman was eairipd to his bed room, there to revel in the feel 
and the tjwte of tlie celebrated pine cheese. How highly must 
that de&criptiart of cheese have been valued then ■ in the 
preseuL day it h considered a rarity, but in a different ien«, for 
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ihc Glaster, Berkcly and Cheddar hat'C tnunapalised tlie 
market and driven the Pine entirely into neglect. 

Some of the ruling prices of articles may be here quoted. 
In I Si I, Red spark] ing champagne sold at 45 Ra. a doicn ; 
Wliilc do at 40 ; Still do at J5Santeme at iS; Port wine at 
25; Gin at 15; Hodgson's Pale Ate at ir; Brandy at ifij 
Cheese at 3 Rs. a tb,; Hama at 2 r Tart fruits at 3 Rs. a bottle; 
Oysters pickled at 8 a bottle 5 Mustard at 4; Pickles at jo Rs. 
a case; Sauces at 3 Rs. a bottle; Spirits of wine at 4 Rs. a 
quart; Tea at Rs. 150 a ctest; Sugar candy al 2J Rs. a tub; 
beet wax candles at So Rs. a maund. 

* 

The Honorablt: Company become 'ffine merchants t— 
ist —-Ttie Boa.td of 

Trade have, with the sanction of Covernmciit, hecti pleaded 
Id itoidtnate the followjrrg officers to be a^eot^ fof the safe* 
of the Honorable Company's w'ines at the omleimentioncd 
Etalions^ Lieutenant-Colonel C, Brow n, at FuEtyghur j Captajn 
T. Lfimb^ Berhampoire t Doctor T- Tumhulli Mirzapore j ant! 
Doctor j. Browne, Bareilly." 

We sec among the advertise merits iti the GiirrfrttmeMi 
for 1829* one of Chinsur^A cigars. Ihni station was 
long celebrated for the mannfacLure of cigars^ 

An exhibition appended for the first lime in Cakutla ’ 
(1B24I of the Theatre Mccaoitjne. TJiLs itigcninus display of 
pk'lureaqne scenery with moving figures was highly npprcciateiJ 
by the public. The price of tickets wju S Rs, each for first 
seats, and 4 for second seats. A siniilar exhibirion took place 
in Calcutta in tSj4, but it ivas mot sofliciently patron bed by 
the public. 

Not withstanding that living in Ciilcutta was CDn^iidcfe 4 , 
high in earlier times, our neighbours, the French at ChatnJrf* 
nagorc, had obtained some talisman to enable them not only to 
five cheaply themselves, but to feed others domiciled with tliem 
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at a more moderate! figure than could be dooe in Calcutta- A 
party advertises in the Gasiffie of the 5th 

September, 1816, Uial he will board and mess a iinglc 
gentlenian or single lady [exetusive of fvines or liquors 1 for 
2 S rupees a month; a maftird gentleman or a married lady^ 
45 rupees a mo FI th. Why the dif!ereo<*c? Are manied people 
more cxacUng in thdr demands—rather the contrary we should 
think- 

In the G£fO£rnmrnt GiJMefte of the 37lb March, tSajj we 
£nd in glaringly large letters an advertisemriit to the folloiring 
el^ct:— Mermaid f and Sea Maas^er^t brought 

round on the sl#p Indian Oaif the Erst that have ever heett 
seen in India. These natural curio^iities were found on the 
beach at Olraga by some Eihermen and brought to tile 
£tnperors Court at Jeddo* the capilal of Japan, and there 
purchased by the Dutch superrargn of the annuni ^hip from 
Batavia, from whom the present proprielur obtained them t the 
greatest care has been taken of ihem, and the Mermaid in 
particular is in the most perfect state, and welt worthy the 
entice of the public, * * * Terms of admisfion 

for each person—Sa. Rs. six cash-^^ 
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COMMERGIAU. 

The earlier voyages of the East India Company are 
dtstingoished as the '■ separate voyages " and the " joint stock 
voyages.” Stimulated hy the discoveries of the Spaniards and 
the Portuguese, the English I>egan as early as the reign of 
Henry VI 1 , to endeavour to partidpate in the trade of Indfe, 
They first attempted to reach India by the North-west and 
North-east passages. They look this rourdabont way to the 
East in order to avoid the Portugueae. But ott the Dutch, in 
i 5 g 5 .lHil% sending out their four ships under Houtman to the 
East direct hy the Cape of Good Hope, the (ucf of jeafousy 
Mas added to the conmercial ardour of the English to secura 
their share in the wealth of "‘Oram and of Ind," and the 
London East India Company wa* at once projected. In the 
first dame of avaricioua rivalry the list of subscribers to the 
adventure was readily filled up, but the calls of the committee 
for payment ^f tire instalments were imperfectly obeyed, and 
the Company, tljerefore, to avoid aJl risk to themselves, instead 
of trading to India in their earlier voyages, on the terms of n 
ioint stock, arranged that the stibscribers should individually 
bear the expense of each voyage, and reap the whole profits. 
It was thus that the first so called ''separate voyages” M'ere 
urtdertaken. These were all highly prosperous, the clear 
profits hardly ever being befow loo per cent., an in general 
reaching aoo per cent, on each voyage. 

When the Portuguese at last rounding the Cape of Good 
Hope, burst into the Indian Ocean like a pack of hungry 
Molves on a sheep-walk, they found a peaceful and prosperous 
commerre being carried on along all its shores, which had been 
26 
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elabontlcd tluriiig three thpusand years by the Phtenicians and 
Ar-abs. The great store cillea of this trade were then at 
Calicut^ OrmuSi Adeni and Malacca- Here were collected lUc 
cloves, nutmegsp maccp and ebony of the Molucca^} the 
sandal-wood of Timor, the costJy camphor of Borneo^ the 
benroin of Sumatra and java* the aloea of Cochin Chinat the 
perfumes, spices, silks, and innumerable curiosities of 

China, JapaOi and Siam, the rubies of Pegu, the fine fabrics of 
Coromandel, the richer stuffs of Bengal, the spikenard of 
Nepaul and Bhutan the diamonds of Golconda, tfie Dama&cufi 
steel o( Nirmul, the pearls, isapphiresg topazes and cinnamon of 
Ceylonp the {>cpper| ginger, and aatiii-wood of Malabar, the IoCt 
agatesp and stimptuous brocades and jcweflety of Cambay, the 
costos and graven vcsselsn wrought aruis, and broidered a-hawls 
of Cashmere, the bdellium of Scinde, the musk of Tibet, the 
galbanum of Khorassan, the assatalida of Afghanistan and the 
ambergris, civet and ivory exported from Zanzibar. 

The old records of the India house throw touch ettrtouf 
light on the articles of trade and early commercUl dealings of 
the Company. We come across the mention of camboginm^' 
(gamboge,) atnfaqrgreecep" ^assafirtida,'*aggats/' and other 
products, many of which previously unknown injLhe markets of 
those days. In Jb68 ^ve bud tt recorded that an order w-as sent 
for the importation for the use of the Companyt of one hundred 
pounds weight of the best tey^'procurable, and In a voltimc 
of 1671 ‘Hhea^* is menliDned among goods remainifig on hand, 
from which it may be tofetred that the new drink had not at 
that time made much way. 

In the GeMt/eman'j Magasing for 17^ the following notice 
occurs of the Indian trade :—** There is no branch of European 
commerce, that has- made so rapid a progress as that to the East 
Indies. The whole number of ships sent to Asia by all the 
maritime powers of Eumpe, at the beginning of the present 
centur)', did not amount to fifty sail* of which England sent 
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fourteen, France five, HoUnnd eleven, the Venednns and Genoese 
together nine. Spain three, and all the rest of Europe only aia ; 
neither the Russians nor ImperialJsU at that period sent any. 
In the year 1744 the English increased the number of their 
ships to tnxnty-seven; the Vepetians and Genoese sent only 
four, and the rest of Europe about nine. At this period three 
hundred sail of European ships belonging to the several powers 
are employed in the East India traffic, of which England alone 
sends &ixty.eight. being the whole ol the East India Company's 
ahipping. The French last year employed nine, the Portuguese 
eighteen, the Russians and Spaniards make up the remainder. 
But neither the Vcoetians nor Genoese now' send a single ship 
to India.’* 

Tl»c price of rice was in 1753. "for good Nnvember bund 
35 ®eers per rupee j, ordinary rice one maund and ten secni- 
per ditto"; and this was considered ^ for coolies' wages 
were raised to " two pun twelve gundas of courics per day, 
on account of the scarcity and dearnesB of rice and other 
provisions." 

Mr. Barnet, at Benares, advertises { 24th March. 1785,) to 
grant bills on London, With a collateral securi^ in rough 
diamonds, at aj. 3*^. ihe cnirent rupee." 

An extract from a report from the J!ej/ Jityat,^ on the sub. 
uf Mindtio and Musulman holidays for the Bengal vear 
np4, is published officially in the Cafeutfa GatetUof the 3rd 
* 7 ® 7 ( from winch we learn tliat the number of *' Hindoo 
holidays and festivals on which the attendance of the officers 
marr be necessarily dUpensed with" were twenty .nine days; 
and "the holidays on which it will be necessary that tim 
ieep them, should obtain leave of absencev" were in nombor 
thirty days, making a total of compulsory Hindoo holtdays, 
fifty-nine days Tlie " Mosulntan holidays on which the officers 
of this persuasion must have leave of absence,'* pumhered 
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thirteen days. Thus the total number of holidays observed at 
Uie Government offices was seventy-two days In the year, 

Mr. Lyon Prager is permUted to '■ proceed to Benares, and 
rwide there for the purpose of trading in pearls, diamonds, 
diamond boart, and other precious stones, in order to alford to 
individuals means of remitting tiieir property to Europe, and 
to secure to the Company their accustomed duties.'’ In an 
order dated Fort \\1lliain, 4th October, 1716, Mr, Prager is thus 
ailowed iht? monopoly of puch 

The nett revenue eepected to be realired by Government on 
salt for the year 1789 was computed at seventy lakhs of rupees. 
The tai on salt in England produced cm an average 
or about a fourth of the amount realircd in this country. 

On the 2and January, 1789, the editor of the CVr/fw//* 
Gazette slates his regret that '■ the price of groin in Calcutta is 
getting high againand gives us the prevailing prices^ which 
our readers would be glad were ruling again in Tndk;—“ Rice 
IS now selling,'’ saya he, at the following prices : Moorshedahad 
nee 37 seers per rupee ; Patna ditto 27; Dinagepoor ditto 28; 
HoogWy and Hijlee, ist sort 30, and and sort 35; Beerbhoom 
and Bardwan and sort 22 seers per rupee." 

The Import Warrhouse keeper advertises the sale of '■ line 
cinnamon the produce of the Island of Ceylon, of prime quality, 
and in high preservation, at the rale of five «cca nipeca per 


A representation having been laid before the Covemor- 
ncial in Council, by the opium contractors, on the subject of 
eproervation of their privileges, notke given, in an 

b. artng ctaTT U. ,1» .( 

•r.lT'";!."'' ® •"'* "’“"(•cu.r, .t opi,m 

■b, Ho' ij' "P"" PP”! of lb, ollisra, (orich 

An, naln'c gnil,, „( ,|„ ailln oUnnos ,b,]I, 
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established in any of the Courts of Dcwanny AdiwItiU be sub¬ 
ject to a fine of three hundred and seventy^ve sicca rupees 
per tnaund, for every tnaund of opium wWeb he tray be 
convicted of Iiaving illegally provided; one haJf of the above 

fine to be paid to the informer, and the other half to Govern- 

toemi." 

The following m an ealract from the proceedings of tho 
Governor-General in Coundl, In the Revenue Department, 
Udder date the 8tii October, 1790^ declaring trade at Syllict open 
to all Europeans and natives under certaia restrictions i— 

"Agreed and ordered, that dl British-born subjects, 
Anrecfiiaiis and Greeka, as well those now at Sylhet as those 
desirous to proceed there for the purposes of trade, who shall 
produce to the Collector of the district a license or certificate 
from the Secretary to the Governmejit, showing that they have 
permission to reside iti that country, shall receive a putwanab 
from the collector to the thanadais of the places and putgupnahs 
there and near to the place where limestones are drawa or 
other arlkles of merchandiie, such as wax, ivory, and iron, or 
other manufactures of the country are procured, (excepting 
places north-west of the Sunnah river, for to such places no 
peraons, whether British-hom subjects, Armenian, or Oreel^ 
shall on any account he allowed to resnit,) directing that the 
party shall suffer n* let or hindrance In carrying on his traffic 
whilst he conducts himaell in an orderly manner and attends 
dufy to the directions herEioafler mentioned copcertiing the 
trade of tbe naLivei, * * * # w # 

"Agreed and ordered, that the trade of Sylhet. whether in 
chunam or other artides, be declared eolirely free to all the 
natives, or, ia other words to all persons generally Itnown under 
that denomination, under tfie rolfowing regulations 

" fit. That they shall not supply the Cossyahs or other 
hill people with arms, ammunition, or other artidea of milUaiy 
store under a penalty to be fixed by the collector. 
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—That Bueh proliibited arLick» shall pot p&ss Ihr 
cbolccys, where all boats will be searcEied, and contraband 
goodfif tf fotind^ seized^ No boat shall be detalntd longer Llian 
is absolutely- necessary for thU purpose. 

—That no burftundazea, sepoys or other armed people 
belocging to individuals, ahaJ] be allowed on any preteeca to 
pass lo Laour and places north-west of the Surmahi nor to any 
place in the Company's country under the cnILeclur of Sylhet, 
unless it shall appear to the collector that the same are 
indispensably necessary for the personal defence or the safety 
of the property of the tnercUant or petson who employs them*” 

In an advertisement, dated the 6 th July^ tjgi^ we find that a 
number of " Company^ Certificates," or in other words^ Fro- 
missory Notes, to the value of 99,000, had been '"purloined^ 
from the General Bank of rndia. 


1 be Ganges Assurance Company was established m March 
1791, with thesanctian of Governtnent, for the benefit of the 
inland trade” with acting managerei, Francis Lawrence and 
Ben|amin Aguilar. 


It may be interEMing to know vrhat was the value of the 
viriDua kinds of nipee in circulation in ijgiJ 


SlnrK «d M&onlwdMbaiL 

Patna and Dacca per loo 
Pboley Sonats 
Dithy Mahomet Shaai 
Money Surat t^rge 
Beitares Sicca 
Beasim Areot 
SonatSj Sabic and DuckJe 
Forsbee Arcots 
French Arcota 
Patcuea'Arcota 
Aurvugiabec Arcots 
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Siccu 0^ ^aoftbttkliaiL 

Gur$aiil Sa, 

Madras ArcotSp tisw 

Ma^ulapaLam atid SharUar ArcoU 

Patna SgnatSj old 

Benares Rupees, old 

Madras Arcots, old 

Furrackabad Rupees , 

JelianJee Arcots 

Chaunta Areots 

Caldutta and Moonbedabad Arcats.*. 
Old Arcots 
Dutch Arcots 
Surat Arcots 


J litrTiiK Voige, 

Rs. g6 9 6 

•I 9® 4 9 
^ 96 o o 
M 0 o 0 
It 95 '4 ® 
« 95 ‘4 ® 
■I 95 lit 9 

« 95 n j 

95 " 3 

t. 95 ® 6 
« 95 3 3 
It 95 o tJ 
„ 94 o o 


In the Salem Country, ceded to the English hy treaty with 
Tippoo Sultan, there were at the close of the year 1792, 
upwards of 800 looms being worked for the East India 
Company, and it was estimated that the following year's out. 
turn from these looms would be from 60a to loso bales of doth 
for the European market. 


On the 24th October, 1792, an onJer was issued calling in 
aH the country coin, and stating that 10 future after the loUi 
April, 1794, only the sicca rupee would be received at the public 
treasuries, or issued therefrom, on any account whatsoever. 
And Government, with a view to enable individual! to get their 
coin or bullion converted into sicca rupees witbout delay, bad 
established mints at Patna, Moorshedabad, and Dacca, in 
additlaD to the mint at Calcutta. 


lodging frem the constant alteration in the names of hrms 
and the occupants of busiriess houses, and also fropn the notices 
of the sales of houses, ships and estates, one would imagine 
that the mortality in Calcutta must have been very great, or the 
return home of individual tradesmen after a short sojourn in 
India very freciuent. During the year 1792 these changed 
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w^tt ¥ery only jt fevr qE tb£ advi^rtiscr^ al tlii! 

cDmTnenceitkent of the year being ftnind in the advertising 
cotumns when the year was drawing to it^ cIq^c ; while new 
zinmeB oci:npied thek ptaceB and sought the patronage of the 
puhik. Many of these no doubt parsed away from ihdt 
earthly tabors, and many failed in their expeetatiopB, hut the 
bulk of gpeeulaton^ probably made their fortiincB within a ihart 
time and left India with their wealth to live tlic remainder of 
their days in affluence in the [and of their birth. 

At that time >(17921 it would appear that the Board of 
Trade did a large business for the ffnnorahic Company in 
indigo. An advertisement appear.q inviting contracts. This 
would seem to have been more n commission business. The 
contractor!! were obliged to send a quantity of indigo as 
previon^ly agreed upon for sale by the Company"s Agent im 
£ffgland. The indigo was laden on the Company's ships at 
the Company's nsk^ and sold at their sales tn England at the 
risk of the contractors. From the proceeds of the sales were 
defrayed in the first instance the charge for freight, and for 
each lot producing less than 4s. per Wi.^ the Company's home 
duty of per cent, and 2 per cent, for warehouse room;—^ 
whatever surplus there might he after all these charges were 
met, was paid to tlse contractors af q/ twa skiiUngs 

and thrc€f€nc€ haifprnny f^r tnrrcnt ; the rupee then 

being of the sicca standard. 

Advertisements appear (179a) for remittances to England, 
—the fates being 2 S. id. at aix months" sight; 2t. at three 
months, and if. ivd. at tendays' sight. 

Where arc the long famed Cnfna wax candtes, which used 
to illumine the tables of our ancei^tors ip Caleutta in tyqj ? 
They used to" cost fifty-five ^cca rupees a maund f 

The General Bank of India went into liquidation in. the 
«rly part of tjja, suid on llie 2nd Ma>* the bmldiog. whercio 
the bani had carried od biuinega, wm «}lt} bj- auction. 
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The following regufatlonst relarive to passage money 
charged to oficers going from port to port, were publiahed on 

the 39th March 1 793 * 

sf. R. tWcmiMMfi 

S. E, Mmimi 


Ckt ta F^y, 

Mutdt 

To Madras 

Sa. R*. loo 

tja 

Prince of Wales' Island 

If mo 

... ia$ 

Fort Marlborough 

II ISO 

tHo 

Bombay 

ri 200 

... iso 

China 

r» ^50 

. 300 

Ceylon 

M fs® 

175 

In an advertiseitieiit of a 

sale by auchon 

at Chiosunb 


oa the 5til December^ ijg3^ we find the following among the 
mercbandijcr then to be brought to the hammerNutmegs, 
cloves, and Japiio copper"—the last named article seems to 
hate left the Calcutta market altogether for ^cars pasL 

Those were the days when captairis, pursers, and stewards 
of the Honorable Company's ships used to bring out their 
** little venture* " and adrertisements used to appear openly m 
the newspapers of the exposure of their goods for sale. Here 
is one of the announcements to 1793—"Captain Hardtnge and 
Mr, Stewart, purser of the Kfni^ beg to inform their friend* 
and the public, that the investments brought out to them nill be 
exposed for sale on commission in the long room of Dringj 
Cleland and Co,, as soon as landed/' 

The following prices were rcalLied for 3037 chest* of 
iodigo sold jn London by the East fndia Company in 1794 i— 
Fine blue and purple* froii) to for. 6 d. 

Good purple and puqsly coppers B o to S fi 

Middling hard sijuare copper* 5 j to b 3 

Very lean and ordinary t o to 4 6 

Good middling Manilla Dora S b to g b 

The Government foans, in 1794* consisted of eight and 
six per cent*. The former were seUtng at ^ Rs, b as. to a R*. 
i as. prfnijuin, and the latter at Rt, i-a to 1^14 dcJCOunL 

jj 
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Dacca tnusliini. (verc oner manufactured largely for export 
to Europe, where they were highly priied; the beautilul fabric* 
that are mado at horoe, though not to be compared perbap* in 
texture to ihoic that used to be made at Dacca, now command 
the market on account of their chcapnesi. ft may he interest* 
ing to know the various kiDd* of the Dacca muflini which 
formed the staple of Calcutta export* at the time of which we 
are writing. U'e find the following in an ad^Tnisement in 1794, 
of an aisoTtment of “fine and fine superfine" muslins —(1) 
Dooreaa, Batta cogjees ■ (j) Do. chuckiah; (y) Do. Zenana 
cogjeet,; (4) Jaradanees; (5) Handkerchiehi (6) Cossaes^ (7) 
Suhlums; (8) Seerbunds j (9) Surhuttahs-^ (mj Allaballiesr {tij 
Tanjebs; (laj Nayansooks; (ly) Buddum cans; (14) Neck- 
eJotha; (is) Muimula of various kinda} {16) Rgwered jungle 
atid iinulmiiUi 

A MArinc Hoard is by the foillowiii]^ notice 

" Forf UrM/iam, May —^The ptibltc arc hereby infonncJp 

that the Govemor-Gentral m Council haa tboiight proper Ui 
constitute a M^Tine Board fnr the fiLipeHntendencc and rontrotil 
of all mannfi of this prcflidencyt and to direct that it 

shall be eompo^d of the president and memherm of the Board 
of Trade. A 3 I persons in the Marine Department are accord^ 
ingly required to obey the orders they may receive from that 
Board. The Govemor-General in Conncil heinf^ de^Lirons to 
provide for the safe pilotage of the liver Hooghly, and to shoiv 
every regard to the i^eennty of the properly a.nd lives engaged! 
in the commerce of ihk port, is pleased to direct that ad 
per^ns who may have any complaints to prefer against the 
neglect or tiiaUeatidn of any branch of the Pilot senicc, will 
traOirtnk them to the Marine Board, by whom the most 
impartial mode of inquiry into such complaints wiU he adopted^ 
All letters or applications on marine affairs are to be add re wed 
tn the president and members, or to Mr George Taswell, 
SecrcUiy ol the Marine Board/' 
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A strange ngtice. under the signature of W. A, £dinon^ 
*lone, Secretary to Gavemmerl, appears in ihc Gate/U of tie 

4th June. 1795The Cuatofn Master « authorired from tie 

above date (j st of June) to levy for bu own benefit tbe follow¬ 
ing fees:—Five sioea rupees on each port eJearance. Five per 
cent on the amount of each of his hills for doty. All other 
f«5 are aboliabed," Tib percentage on work performed seems 

to have aftenvard* become general at all the subordinate 
tufttoin statiDfiaw 


The following ,a tbe average rate of the opium sales which 
took place on the 8tb and gth December, 1794 5, r, 

Benares Sa. Rv 645-ia.o; Bogiipor* Sa. Rs. 
329-0-0 ; Purnea Sfti Rs. 385-4.0* 


The Eagtbb tiovetomeet having determined,, in conse¬ 
quence of an expected famine in p-rts of Great Britain, to 
allow of the importation of grain and proviflions duty free for 
lie space of twelve months from 71!) July, 1795, rhe Governor- 
General invites individuals to become exporters from India, 
Md gives them certain privnleges if they guarantee that the 
vessels on which they eiiport shall proceed direct to London. 
The price of ivhcat, as furnbhed by the Corn E^rAamge for 
bve years, was as follows~ 


ffusAffs gt JO tts. smigA/. (Per quarter average*) 


ijgo fjTaiw 35 La ti 


SIS. 

179* ™ 

36 to 5^ 

fe 

■iS 

* 79 ^ 1, 

3hto 33 


4 J 

»793 H 

32 to 55 

441 

46 

^794 .. 

45 ta 60 

* 

53 

Market price in July 1 

‘795 



tod. or 6 r, sid. p b. 
8 » Hd. „ 

8 II 5J- 4^. ,, 

* *■ S^- 9 ^- 

4 » hs* yd. ,, 

o „ tor* Gif „ 


The price of rice in 1795 was tram 38^. to 40f. per ewt- 
Pcas in July, 1795 were selling at jj. pet hush if. 
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The raHowing Uhle of exchange waa orffpre j to he adopted 
for the adjustcoent of the Calcutta CLffitoma after the Decem¬ 
ber, id pla^e of the ratesi^ then in uje i— 


Great Britain 

Pound sterling at 

iO sicca rupees^ 

Denmark 

Rix dollar 

ai 

do- 

France 

Livre Tournoin „ 

34 for 

to. 

Spain 

Spanish dollar 

sicca rupees- 

Portugal and Madeira 

MLlbiea ,, 


do. 

China 

T^e „ 

3 i 

do. 

Madras 

Star Pagoda „ 

3 * 

do. 


By an order^ dated Public Department Fort William^ t!ie 
t^lh Seplember^ i 796 ^ the publiEz are infornied that the Sub^ 
Treiaorer at the Presidency, the Resident at Lucknow^ and the 
collectors of Benares, Shahabad, Moorahedabad, and Dacca have 
been authoriied to receive untit further orders^ any sutni of 
moneys not less Uian sicca rupees five hundred, that may be 
tendered on loan to the Honorable Company tor a period of one 
or two years at the option of the Governor-Genera] in Councih 
on which interest wJll be allowed at, and after, the rate of 
twelve per cent, per annum, and paid for the first year at the 
expiration of twelve manths» whether the principal shall be then 
paidj or deferred until the eapiration oF the second year/^ 

The Goveroor-Gcneral resolved to fish the pearl hanks at 
Manar, and to employ a hundred and twenty boats with fifteen 
divers to each boat, and advertise^ in 1796, for tenders for 
leasing the fishery* 

On the i6tli March, *798, the Gavemof-GeneraJ in Council 
abolished the addltianal duty of fifteen per ceoL on foreign 
indigo, imported into the Company's provinces by the way of 
Benares or Behar^ imposed by Regulation IX of 1797. 

By a letter from the Court of Directors, dated jgth April, 
i797» the Board of Trade in CakutU abolished^ on the tfith 
January. 1798. the duty of fire per cent, which had been 
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heretofore charged by the Company on the impottadao of gold 
dust, and gold Id bars. 

On the lit May, 1799 a new loan waa opened, bearing 
interest at ^eit rea/* 

For the first dine we observe native Iradesrarn emuJating 
the Europeans of the same craft, rn buying up whole in vestments 
of Europe goads on their arrival in India. On the 10th October,^ 
lygg,'^Rassoo Day most respectfully jnlorms the public that 
he has purchwd the eboicc investment of Mr, Benjamiii 
Richardson, chief ofRcer of the Honorable Company's ship 
Miitirw, which is now landed and exposed for sale at his long 
room in the China Baaar^ for ready money, Slc- 

The folio wing were the buying and selling rates of 
Company's Paper on the 3rd Jelyj 1799;— 

fi per centk ootesj buying 1 B [ selliiig i6i-£ discount 



do. 

do. 

do. 

9^ 0 \ do. 

TO-O 

do. 

to 

do. 

do. 

do^ 

o-ia; do. 

o-G 

do. 

It 

do. 

do. 

do. 

o^io; do. 

0-6 

do. 


Patna would sEcm to have progressed so rapidly,, that iti 
1799, James Arnold advertises an auction business at that 
staUon, and annpnnccs the admission of a partner into bis firm* 

Dacca seems to have had a brisk trade in the first years of 
the present century, with Calcutta and England, if we may 
judge from the numerous advenlsements of the manufactutei 
of diat station^ for sale both by auction and privately* 

Remittances were given by Governmeot to Creditors in 
tiquldation of the principal of their debt at months^ sight at 
the exchange of jj, per sicca rupee on £nglands 

The Calcutta Laudable Society^ having completed the 
period for which it was instituted on the jist December, iSot, 
divided the fuuiis of the old societyi and a New Calcutta 
Laudable Society" wa^ €ommtna^d. 
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By an qrder, dated Fort WilUani, rSth Aug^ijt. i8o», the 
Govenior-&fwrai authorised two laiia Lo be held in Rohiicund 
annuaJly, In the njonlfia of April and November, "m that part 
of Raliricund, which has been ceded to the Hocmrahle Company 
by H« ExcetlcDcy the Nawab Vizier. The place which has 
been choaeo for the eatabliahnicnt of ific fairs is situated on the 
eastern bank of the Gattges, about three to ties below Hurd war." 

A loan at eight per cetiL was opened n Calcutta, on the 
i8th February, iW Tbe holders of the twelve per cent, just 
closed were invited to vest in the new loan. 


A magazine for the reception of gunpowder from vessels 
procredtug up the river, baring been erected at Moy.pure, it 

landed at JlToyapore, instead of Adieepote, a. bad been the 

order of j8th iSoi. 


B, b „„ « rtfa Um. (.S„j, pmm iy u,, o»v„»»r. 

lb. Sinking Funi a „ „( „„ 

p.nc. lie „ca ni,!.., a 

During th. bl. tMiinra in India .nggctroni mre fi,. 
Iibnl lyimt (on,, b, .t, Gnv.rn„,„, 

.b™ld p,ol„b„ un, .nportadoo „( gndn (tom India, „bi,. ,k. 
nau... lo, ™,i (ooj ^ 

. coonlrp^ Th. amhoriti.. „ppo„d 
»il moald *. .al.rf,n,nc ,kl, ,h, righu of tod., but 
altered. ch.og,d lb.,, nrind. aa i. .rid.„ond b, ,b. ,„|Iori„g 
p^ation MoM K„bl. ib, Gov.«or. 

Irto .1 griiin .( dnscription 

; «<b"<l.d.” And ibi. .Ob. 

*t« ot ih. proclamation, or tb. 
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grain would be sciied and confiscated. A fiiitiier prodainatkti 
Was made on the ^ jth of September^ oBcfing a filed ** bpiinly/' 
■which ihoold he given to importers q| graiti at Benares 
Allahabad and Cawnpo re¬ 
in previous years the number of auctioneers aud com* 
mission agents in Calcutta w'ere so many, that two pages of the 
were filled with their different advertisements of goods* 
&c., for salcK Tliere were more Ihan a dozen who followed the 
same callitig; but they appear to have failed or died or gone 
awayj for In the of April iSo7^ we find Messrs. Tuliah 

and Co. ukonDpolifing alithost the whole of the auction and 
comiinsfiion bujiiness of Calcutta, and their ad vert isementa 
aloriie fill two pages of the GaMsiU ; the only other auetjoneen 
exUting being Williams and Hohleri and Lairtie and Goulds* 

The Court of Directors, having approved of the esUhlisK- 
ment of a bank at Calcutta, invested with all the ** privileges 
and fmmuuities iisoally granted to rorporatlons legally erected 
in England/' it announced by the Indian Government that 
such bank shall be established in Calcutta on the tst January, 
t£o$, to be denominated the Bank of Bengal^ and shall be 
incorporated for a term of seven years, under a charter to be 
granted for this purpose, by the Govemof-General in Council, 
by vj/tue of the authority vtritcd in him by the act of the 47th 
of George the lU, section and, chapter $8."' The capital of 
the bank was Sa. Rs. 50,00,000, divided inta five hundred 
shares of Sa, Rg. rfl,ooo each; nue hundred shares to be held 
by Government, and the remaining four hundred to be token by 
individuals. The bank to be managed by nine directors, three 
of wham were to be nominated by Government. These oMciaf 
directors wete—a member of the Board of Revenue or Board 
of Trade, owe of the Secretaiies to Governtncnt or the 
Ancountant General Deputy AccDuntanl General for the time 
being, or such other officers as Goveruoient may think proper to 
nominate.'' 
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.Hie h^nktre Cal^-'utta hrld sEvrral mErtingB at 

the brginning of the year tSJ7^ to consider the propriely or 
othenriae ot refrei^dng any bank notes except those of the Bank 
of Bengal In their comtnereial transactlona vriih Europeani. 
The result of these meetings waa that they were not agreed 
on the point, and the circulation of other than Bank of Bengal 
notes continued wltkodt hind ran ce> 

fa 1S30-34 a great crash came on the cnenchants of 
Calcdtia, who lived as princfs—but with other people^i money. 
Tills had been occasioned solely by the mode in which the great 
Calcutta agenty houses had been traiksacliing bofiness for tlie 
previous leu or fiftern years, in other worrln^ since the charter of 
1814. Hie rage for -^peMdation or iiiotdinate gazns^ on the 
part of the difectorsp and too eager or co]ihdent cupidity of 
their conr^tkuents, pver^nidirig, improvident enterpriiei ex¬ 
travagant miscoJ^'ulaiions and e^ce^siive expense in living, were 
Jio doubt the cause of the failures. The effect of the ruin and 
dismay which then spread in C^lcutia Wiis not felt among the 
partners of the fallen houses, as the Older mvnehanta stdng 
the ^iorm coming had returned home witli fonuncS| leaving 
penuiless adventurers to take ilmir places in the fallen agency 
bouse Sk 

In the beginning of 1830 the firm of Faimer and Co., one 
of the "princely merchant lirms ' of CakyiU, came lo grief, and 
had to be wound up ju the ftinknipUy court. This was the 
prelude to ihc fall of several other trading Isousca then existing, 
and which failed from over spcGuJatbn, tn the purchase of indigo 
and Ollier country produce ; and the failure of these bouses ruined 
many famiUcs which had Lcen living in alfltience and luxury. 

Meun. Palmer and Co, failed tn 1830, with liabilities of 
£ 5 ,« d , ooo ; in ,^32. Alexander and Co„ £3AAn,ooO i in .333, 
Mackintosh and Co.. j£x,700.000; Colvin and Co., i; 1,120.000 j 
Ferguuon and Co., jf 3.562.030; in 1334, Cruttenden and Co., 
4*,350,000; making a total of ,£17,172.000. 



CHAPTER Xin. 


THE EUROPEAN ARMY. 


OFFICERS OF THE TWO SERVJCES- 

HaoI-Ev^ ^houi *780^ nifnlioTiF the Folio wing as the 
eapen^Ulunr necies&ary for an olHccr:—A captain in gamson 
required about thirty aers^ants, namely a canbier^ at 20 rupees a 
moQtli; a house steward^ to rupee* j market man, 4 rupeei; 
iwQ m^aiters {generally slaves ivitliout wages); a cook^ 5 rupees j 
his mate, Q rupees; two running footmen^ H mpim; a 
mesaeiigcr, 4 rupees; eight bearers for the palankeen, 
35 rupeca; pipe bearer, 4 rupees; woman to clean the bouse, 
4 rupeest porter at the door, 4 rupees^ link boy, 4 rupees; 
necessary man, 2 rupees; groom, fi rupees; grass-cutter 
2 rupees. Whether w^iges arc mse-T we caniiat say. But this 
estahlbfhment about 20 years ago, tvould have cost mcmthly 
t tj rupees (about 114). If he keep a female house-keeper and 
a carriage his exptsncea will be moro. In the iield he will want 
thirty porterB (koolees)^ as everything is carried by band, at 
4 rupees each monthly. So little were they acquainted nath 
these matters in Lcadenhall Street, that an order W'eiit out 
licuiting the Commander-in-Cluef lo fifty koolee*; when in fact, 
he cum hardly carry his baggage w^ith three times that number." 

A ballad, w^hich seems to have had a ^-run" among the 
o(Beers of the army at all the military stations in India, is 
given in the {fjoarf/e of the Bth March, [jSy. It Is headed 
" Nijictv-fivc" 

■m 

I H.T11 a yaniij^ ql aDdipefui my tim« In drring 

A tf^qiErimil and meacn tn keep mjietf frrMA finjf j 

¥m kmr vSih atrv^H* cad I hhiUtit 

Ta r&iX. I hoiXr uni feed miicir qu iiuuUy uioely-itE, 
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SJt inomKi^ mAt ^ imu, T ]k in. bnl to htq 
T hfi cmIt con nijfdfle ™ llw SmicB ever flnp j 

Arhd fti Inr cfido^ twice b dijr* u herwofwCj I lUivv 
To meiuitK Gut mj Eni^ tncMl vdntjr 

The lUD sutkk dMRi m lajij 1 raj Cfff. 

And riniffaL prepue tnf balEnckV heBx% isr Bvtt It/f t ht pGt ^ 

For KhFtnTE^^ or Tre liGt+ tfi "keep mj fire alif c, 
puff imd- btcpW^ and!lit<pw and poiffk db imnt^ ninEity-'-fitfiet 

Jjjf cwtniug d3ni»r ijfcimiiuir^'d, | h^irkic On tut ahoas. 

And itjroai amfing ntj brother Suha (a qntA itf bi-Hrr ffcwij 
Bat what, alia E crpeA from e^rdefii tu d^Tv, 

Which Bcarcfl oin give them hopes of keef^ ng oiinttir' EairtL 

The chh<h4t htmr Spent tn grief* 1 tmd^ it hcwie 
And tty by tniokiiig half the lij|jht+ ta smoke away my pnmi 
But aJl ray hope ift fruhlesi, and t matt ftJTI Eantrin 
To do the best ■ herfl ean^ on vemiy ninety^^TTw 

A3jck' f f hit eW 1 kft liiy friradi, to seek my f ortune here^ 

And g4TD my latld pudding Up, for lunb nuoertain im; 

Ob 3 had I ch<Hd the hete wnyi and rtiH ^ home to thrifiip 
1 had DEC known wlwt tb to 13 tw, oa flcaety fdoetjMfvt 

On ihe 1 st Octnh^j f7^3p the Commaodor-in-CItTef 
publislted & very ^roDg order itgalnst Colonel Whlte^ then 
com mending officer of the station of Fottyghor. We will 
quote the Order in its entirety^ in order to show how loth the 
snthorities were to do aught prejudicial to the wishes- of natives 
of '^respectable character^*:—''However painful it may be to 
the Commander-iti-Cbief to take ptihlic notice of the miscoiiduct 
of officers of the highest rattk to the armyp yet he feeb it to be 
m Eodispeosable duty to take care that no tank or {Station ahall 
proteict a man from the ceoaure or punishment which an 
attempt to countemcl the reguJatioua of Government so justJy 
deserves* The barar regulationi were caJculMed to suppresit 
abuses which had long disgraced the Bengal Army, and 
degraded the character of many of the priodpul officets; and 
Lord C. (CortiwaJlis) has thcirefore perused with sentiiDents of 
the highest disapprobation the papers refetrod to the Govero*r^ 
CeneraJ in Council relative to 3 dispute between Colon cl 
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Wliite whilst cotumanding officei of the stodoo of Futtyghur, 
and Mr* Grmnl;,, lUe curamiaBary oi baiars, fmii. vl sih he 
perceives not only 4 deviaiion on tlie psrt of CoEanc! WbitCj 
from the apirk and letter of the baaar regulations by assuming 
to himself a direct awibority oi^cr the puhlLe servants of the 
bazaff in- the instances of sending for them to his house, of 
punishing the head cutwai and of taking ijxignizance of the acts 
o( others without the intervention of Uie coioniisfiaryi but also 
in an open and deliberate opposition to G+ O* by Issuing 
a cantonQient order commanding the attendance of the 
inhabkant^ of the biuari indudingi according to his own 
explanation^ the public servantSp when summoned to him by an 
orderly^ alUmugb by a G. of the i6th July^ K 7 ^ 7 i ^ 

direebed^ that commanding ofBcers of stations shall not on any 
account give directions or orders to the cutwals^ chowdries^ or 
the inferior oRicers of the bazarsv but through the commissanes 
or their deputiesp who must be responsible for the execution of 
them. Had Lord C- beeti in Bengal at the time ol the 
reference to tlie Governoe-Gcaeral in Coundlp. he should have 
thought it incumbent on lum to call Colonel White to a public 
account foe his diigbedience to the orders^ of GcvernmeiiLp but 
after the lapse of so long a period he shall coniine hi& punish- 
mcnl to tlie censure contained in this order, and to a fiat of 
1,000 rupees to be deducted from Colonel Wlute^s share of the 
baaar fund, now under dwtributlorf, which is to be pceseoted to 
the cut wall by the commissary of Futtyghufj as some trifling 
cwvpenfiaLion for the injury he suAered^ auid as it appears that 
the cutwalt who by every informationp is a man of rciipectable 
character, and eitttcmely well {qualified for the office he held, 
rcfuscil to continue in Ids situation* afl»r the public disgra-ee 
inflicted upon him^ the coFumtssary of ba^rs w directed as a 
furtltrf act of justice^ to give him the opiion of being reinstated 
ill his office of head cutwal of the Futtyghnr bazar." 

In 1794, the officers in India bebngitig to the CompanyS 
troops were so stnsUrlc of their numerous supersessiomi by tiic 



^30 


TKE GOOD OLD DATS OF 


introductitin of the King^s troopsi that y^ous tnctctiiigs took 
place at the thrie pnesldencics, and their grievance^ were 
stated in strung but respectful terms in a petition to Ilis 
Majesty ailJ the Court of Dtrcctors. Tfjest petitions were not 
taken into coasideratton, and the officers were driven to the 
necessity of deputing one of their number fmm each presi¬ 
dency to England with further repre^entatboa. On their 
arrival a committee was formed, wliosc protests were &o 
powerful that at length new rcgulatiDns were framed^ w hicti^ 
although they did not confer tJiMc extensive prornolion* 
expected by the officers of the Indian Army, yet tended to 
allay that unhappy (cmcat which had been excited, and lo 
ametioratc the general interests of the acmqc, “Piirlougli on 
pay for three yearg was conceded, and fu]) pay for life afief 
twenly-tivo yearg’ eervice. The Court suhsequeAtty granted 
half-pay to officers who liad served thirteen year# In India; an 
cqtu^aU'on of pay with officers of simitar ranks in the King's 
service, and also pensions for mutilated limbs, severe wounds 
and loss of sIghL” 

The following U a singular garrison order by the rlovumor- 
General, under dale the 5th May, 1795;—“In fntunr, a rcivard 
of thirty sicca rupees will be given, for apprehending and 
bringing into garruioti, any French prisoner# who can be 
proved to have escaped therefrom, (Chundernagaie ?) on 
application to the Towti Major.’* 

The following observations matlc by Mr. Diindas at a 
Court of Proprkiors on tlie iSlIi June, 1795. show the position 
held by officers of the Company’s Army in respect to tlie 
King s service: He thought It necessary to say a few word# 

to guard the House being misled as to the char^ to be 
deducted from the revenues nl tndia. Fie did not mean to 
hold out tbat the surplus ivoold in future years be so great, for 
justice to the Indian army required that they should mate a 
grtat vanatioo. That army was on a footing ^ntrary to the 
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catabHshment of ail other arinks ; ortgioal])* it wns citretnriy 
small, and intended only +\5 a goard to pariicijiaj faiLtoric^; but 
now when it Ims increased to a size aft large as the aritdcs of 
EuropE^Ti monarchs, it iinpossihle that tlse ^cne establiMh- 
aieat would answer for it. Vet this was now the far they 
were deprived of the power of rking than the office of 

Colonel, and w'ere bereft of ail that hope of rank wbich waa 
essential to the feelings of militaty men. There was also 
stagnation in the succeiision of lower ranks of officers r ho 
therefore intended to have esUibUshcd a sLaJI of ijeldHufficcrs, 
and to set on foot an universal promotion. Tlib could not fail 
of creating an additlonai ejfpeose^ but jiistke, f^rncss and 
policy demanded it There were other db^idvantagcs of a 
more cmcl nature under wliich the Indian army labored; an 
officer^ after perhaps a slow and dreafy progress of thirty years, 
during whicli time he was contjiiiiaily combating afl the 
tlnhgcrs of ii dremJfnl climCr and of an enemy, mxist^ as things 
arc now constitnted, make up his mind to be an eicilc from his 
native countjy^ or retum without any acknowledgeiueiit or 
reivanl from thoise he had served, to sUrve perhaps, imicss 
fortune enabled bim to lay up something for the support of old 
age. He therefore thought iliat, after a ccrtaifi number of 
years' servkct they should ho euablcfl to return homo with the 
full pay of their rank. But thb was not alL It often occumd 
that, at the very first outset the climate made it necessary for 
an officer to return for the recovery of life liealtj},i instead of 
Tvliich he was obliged to remain there struggling with sl broken 
heart and disease^ for if be returned without means, be must 
starve^ or be dcpendaiit on the charity of bis friends^ a sLitc 
not fitted for the mind of a soldier. If, iiieOt an officer should 
be obliged hy bad health lo return for ever^ or For experiment 
to get resiaredj he should do so without loss of either rank or 
pay. it was politic to keep in tlmlr minils the thonghi of thdr 
native cmintry, and to give them, not wantonly, but on a fair 
occasion^ the power to visit their frienils (cvea witlioiil 
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^Uhout forfeiting; ekher rank or pi^y« All thefio 
pointis he conceived to be great and important rights tliat 
should no looger be postponed ^ and ImFcm^ the last ships ol 
the reasons sailed^ he would suggest to the Company the 
adoplioti of those measures^ and had tittle doubt of their being 
effected/^ 

The followjIIg h an ab&tract of papers laid before the 
Proprietors of India Stocky with reference to the augmeotatioa 
of the Indian rudj^ qh the toth March^ 1798 ^ That it being 

His Majesty's intention to new-model his army serving in Indiai 
by adding two cninpani« to each regimenti so that the eslahlish- 
ment of a reglfoent will consist of ttvelve companleSr with 1:^00 
rmnk and file in each Dement j in order therefore to presers'e a 
proper uni form ity between His and tljc Company's 

regiments of European Infantryp it b propo^edp that the present 
ostabibhment be formed into four regiments of 1200 rank and 
file each^ divided into twelve Companies consisting of one 
cobneh two Lieutenant-colonebp tw^p majors, each to have a 
company ^ seven captains^ one caplaln-lieulenaot^ twenty-five 
lieutenants^ ten ensigns, forty-eight sergeants, silty corporals, 
twenty-^Lic drums and fifesp 1140 privatesp with staff as at 
present Two fegimenti to be stationed at Bengal, one at 
Madras and one at Bombay^ Thai the European artillery 
receive an increase of non-com mi^oned ofRcers and piivatc? 
lo the number of 390. That the prcaetiL cstabftshment of 
private sopojs in the native regiments ho reduced, as casualtii:^ 
happen in Bengalp from 1600 to 1400 privates ^ and at Mat!rat 
and Bouobay from i&oo to 1600, And thai an additiooil 
regiment of native infantry be formed at Madras, cotiaistriig of 
1600 privates with the same number of ofBcei^ as at present; 
and in order to keep the proposed estabiishmciil fv an efficient 
and respectable stalej the tirne for which rccrniti are enibted 
be extended from five to e^t years^ or jf practM^lc to ten 
years; that none be enlisted byt young men from 16 lo 35 yeara 
of age; that a place or depAt be csLaliLbhed as nrar town as 
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may be canveiiieiit for tbe reception of F«cb rBcmlts, not 

eiceediug 500, to be graduaTly enfarged, if thought necessary; 
that the estahlishmeat for such a depflt be superintended by an 
officer of ranlt not higher than that of a majar, and that the 
whole annual expense of the establishment shall not esceed 
£>673,-los. The report conckdea with a request, that as it will 
probably require 800 men to complete the new estabfkhment. 
His Majesty will be pleased to allow the Company a licence to 
recniit ia Uie usual manner" This pJan was adopted by the 
Coart, 

A very clever skit on the old system of drill and the new 
lately introduced by Sir Henry Torrens, in 1826, appeared in 
Mr. Buckiogham’s paper which amused every body 

^ the rime, and may amuse some still* it was euritlcd « A Day 
in C^itoDmenta ^ ^ 

Lfgfat in tiie East, tup-du^ (rj m th* 

Aod hsrk, the bug]**# eonitmitu ibrill and ckar^ 

Ertler Kam Charrun ef wo^ 

uhib'—aiitwor' NikkoS jW 
'Dujfle ' Hum nciapna, 

' Hum wtna, nhila J aa_y/ 

Abat Riiiii Cfaurmn^ mild Hlndoa^ 

Rochleii of snjny thro^rts md jjEaa™ blue, 

StlEI at a pniiient dijtqjicfi^ 

^fga UhefruitlessEie*! ef nil rcai&taiafie:— 

Md liQtitd haTti failed at inst, 

But ithat a leCDnd bail, ummlcmnc bl^rt 
Flm^m on tbo bfwjw aad pmvefi beruchl a dotiht, 

Thai, (Wtar must turn ptit 

Slowly be riiJMj iflth fUttl Chumin^j aid, 

Habrntatrt, and ofttefn lo parade ^ 

Grapes in the ihJdr dull ml^, and hvHng lb™l 
Hb ngiment^ faU* in and roorcbci mtnuL 
All hail, Sir Hvtj I bat for ihy nnpftpiiMietitl^ 

Saii ahnaid wn study notic^naJ^ nboveEnibiiLi, 

Stillyploddiiijf on the old dull trackiesa 
Haeh at Duedas but mry otber 
And in a up, unhaUewed h^wca 

Qf lieep, fdor noreiD^i out of swe& 
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Ko*. toiriiig' SinKliyr, tretj bnmi Wiuf* (j) 

VicWl IjJ IIEl1c3J^Pj£ WE tuf Ivi t^rfATBi, 

Thira to th^ 'Tmni knkiltl jalfl bo?" (ST) 

TbTtoi la the Ie(i—* Voa pui^nlp Jtber tio' 

ClJ Guta finL (3) Tbr unEbfiniutc nrtfiatnnile iraM- 

(.I'l Cut out I4I Th= l 3 ugln w»ithih (51 I iHJa'l beat rL 

iG} I jMHrd H, tlr> (jp) EiiTfy (S) liVlwrv tiro jrdu ttf * 

Caniia tbie faoli. 

The Court of Dlrectoris ipepejtted an made hy them 

on the 2 Bih Augart, 1S26, prohihidiig mtHury officm fmm 
commercial ltf(>irculaiiari. *' Any miHtary officer.” lays the order, 
*M\ho may he proved sainniaiity^ to the f^aiisfacdon of the 
Governor-Grueral in Council, to li.ave been engaged in any 
mercatitile or commenzijil speculation ivtiatsoevcr, shall be lie Id 
ipi^faci9 uncap able of servings and ishall be fortliwilli su upend¬ 
ed and sent to Europe, with a recommendation to the Jlon'blc 
the Court df Direct qiht that he be dtsntisscd from ilieir army." 

By an order by I he Governor^ General In Council^ dated 
i^th. June. rStJi,. odker^ resigning or distnur-s^d the service and 
ordered to proceed Ip Hu rope, were provided with passages in 
the CompaTiy's allipSp allowed to sleep In the stcerago,^ and 
actojnmodated at the third tnatc^a table," to whom a som of 
R$. 8634^9 was paid on that account. 

Those who can fook b?ick as far as 1814 will rcmeraberi 
that the state of society in England in ttinge days was wrdety 
difTereot from whnt it h now* Hard drinking was then so 
much the fashion that it was regarded m a sign of manhood 
to indulge in iL Foul language, gambling, and duelling were 
considered as the accoraplishmcnta of a gentleman- %V"heD 
such was the opiniDu qI sodety in England, no one will be 
a^taulshc^ that the same Fa^hron was followed in India and that 
a good deal of h survived as late as 1824, The excase for Uic 
indulgence of gambling pleaded by young afficers was the dull 
monotony of India cantp life; cut oE as they were from 
England by such an inter^'al of time and spaco^ and the 



lIONOI^\BLE JOHN COMPANY. 


525 


absence qI bc^oks^ bDok dubs or Englbli newspapers. And 
as tor drinkings the famous Irish cKCOStt "plenty to driDk and 
always a-dry," was considered satisfactory* There was litdE 
or no IcoiaJc society to act as a check on evil; propensities, to 
soften or improve the manner^r and to elevate their moral 
tone by the sweet Influence for good that every tlghbminded 
woman possesses and exercises on those aroand her, 

^OPLTSSLL LIFE. 

The ordinary Andc^lndian day passes in somewhat an 
titicdirying fashEou. About half an hour before dawn^ just a^ 
one's bed is becoming a Ijttle endurable, and just as we cease 
to notice witli indignant remonstrance the sleep that has 
overUken our punkah-puller (compensated for the monolonous 
flapping of that unsightly machine by the light brceie tliat 
lie longs to the hour, and come 9 light but sweel through the 
open window)^ just at this calm periodi custom and medical 
advice force us to rise and go foEth to ** eat the air.*' Our 
horse is at the door; he like wise, enjoying the early fresh eicss 
of the moiEung—too sooPj as we know* to pass away. Return¬ 
ing from our ride, streaming writk perspiration^ and not in the 
best of tempers, we proceed to lay the foundation of dyspepsia 
for the day, by a vlnit to the "coffee ahopJ* Readers in 
Calcutta or in England may not he acquainted with the nature 
of this favorite inititutiao of the Eanfussil ; Uipse w^ho are, wil] 
not perhaps object to be reminded of same of the pleasantest 
lioutis (such as they are) which the hot season has ta yield* 

"Drawn together by that tnie feeling of sociality aEjd 
brotherhood^ which Ls the cause of soEne of the best as oh^sdme 
of the worst characteristics of English society in India; at 
every mess house throughout the country, one is sure, oa 
returning front the morning ride, to find a table spread ivith 
bread and fruit, tea^ coffee, and cigars* Here gradualiy 
preseat tbcmstilves the civilian In his w hite jacket^ tlie soldier 
from parade* eager to throw uD hh uniform and follow the 
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codler crKatnpIc j the letters and jonmala are dis¬ 
tributed by the postman ; the kidmuLgars btislle atKiyt with Use 
cups tliat “ cheeir huX not inebTiale nnA sipping^ smokitig and 
scandal succeed the prttflotis silence al our lovely enntet. 
Time tims ^!ips away. 

" It is nearly night o'dock* and it ts already time to close 
the houst I We have now tea or eleven hoars before ns of 
complete conhaemenU how are they to be got tlirongh? One 
R>om (that inflaenced by the thercitaatldote) is alunc habitable, 
enjoying a temporalurc of go degrees Fahr We lie extended 
on a coach backed with malting, which is found necessary lo 
pTCTcnt nodiK: pc^^i:rationt and in this position we read till 
breakfast ticH!. We may wile away a hall hour with the 
bavildar of our compaov, and have a look at the order hook^ 

a Oressing fidpervcnes the edid hathi either plunge^ show er 
or with whofesalc earthen vessels fulip dashed over the glowing 
frame, ivhich imparts at feast a tcinporaTy vigoor j the prcvicios 
ivaste of the system and the present bradng combine to ni-ifce 
qne enjoy one's breakfast; and prolong the meal by tea 
and cheroot as totig as we possibly can—say till eleveop We 
probably now again undress; and lying extended to some 
darkened room read of ^ep till tiffin tjene. For that mealp 
forlunalcly perhaps for ourselveSi we have not mueb appetite; 
the iced beer is howeVef gratefyl and we drink oar 
which tn^y very frOrn a pint to two qoarts. 

"Now remain fmni three to sb^ more reading and more 
sleep; at the latter hoar we dress again, and go forth m our 
btiggy for ^ languid drive through the evening air, hotter than 
we have Tcit it, eVco If Ave had been ont during the day j for 
the mdiatidn that has becta going on ail day seems to increase 
for some tours even atler the sun has set. Those who have 
passed the day ai have described it, under fatties and 
jiunkahs,. feel the heat so much as to tofic nearly all the pleasure 
of the drive ; indeed some give up the practice In despedr. 
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Contrive the scene that greets oue us he leaves his 
house. Trees white with dust^ bending before the Jnrnacc 
blastp that has HDl incased b^nwing the whole day ^ barren^ 
parched ficldSj misetubk deserted looking bungalows; com- 
poiuid-s surrounded with broken mud wbIIs ; languid natives 
lying outside their doors in the viUages; used up dogs sTcrtping 
in the streets^ and as it grows darker4 the gkulking fonn pf a 
woJF ot jackal trotting across the road In search of prey in the 
form of a dead cow% or a native chiLd. 

** On OUT rutum to our bungalow or the mc^ss hou5e« d'min^ 
aru ordered iiiLo die verDmdab^ or on to tbe ehaAa&tra, or terrace 
in front; where under Uie C4:].mvi>cal relief of a large hand 
punkali, we sit till suimiiorted to dinner^ Dinner nn^ud in due 
tiniep ivith its liorrible stcaia and sparkle; a momentaiy excile- 
meat UJ perhaps created by the converTiatioii and tliu wines ; 
but even ni best it b a wonder if some of the guests be not 
asleep before the recnoval of the cloth;, and so mori! time lx 
killed tiU nine o^clock^ Cheroots are Lighted and an adjonniment 
to the billiiird mom follows. Play and the social gl^ss prolong 
the wenry even tog a few hours an then we retire to our own 
huLisc to spend a hot and probably sleepless nights'' 

Mr. Tennantt in hi* /fiifiairwriting in i 79ft, 
tells ua somothmg of life in the mcfnssii. He says The 
mode of living in this part of India (Cawnpom) has wiUiin the 
last ten or fifteen yuara^ andergotte a voty gr*--al alieralion. 
Before that period^ the civil and mUitary servants of tlie Com¬ 
pany of the first rank were lodged in bungalows worse tlian 
thi^xe of a siibaltetii of tJie present day. As tlie practice of 
feeding on beef| mutt on, pork^ and poultry was jwt then iiitrq^ 
duerdf their tables were ver)'^ poorly supplied; even vegetables 
were not to by had, though an article indispcnoalily necessary to 
iJie cljitLale.^* 

For several months in the year the tea table holds its place 
cither uu a *' cludmlra'^ of rnasonty at a litUe dMaacc fiom the 
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house, or in an open vcnuidali. Hetc the lady enjoys after a 
tfloroing drive, thr chola haaree," or small hri:akfast, consisting 
of tea and buttered toast. Here she and her husband rectivc 
their letters, sheutd the servant, instead of tbemaelves, hiwe 
called for them at the post office. And here it must, fear be 
Conkssed, advance and ripen an occasionat acqmtntaoce, ilial in 
this country someiiines ends dkastrousLy. 

Also after dinner, unle^ wbca the presence of a targe parly 
renders it incufcibeot to remain In a stifUng roonii listening to 
bad music and iinLntcresting conversation, il is customary lo 
retire ** 0 Eitsidt%" where Uic ladies have tea, listening, it may l>e, 
to Bome regimental Ijaud as it plays at a noighbutiring tnessroQni 
and where very many a pleasant hour is spenL 

THK CADrr. 

'* Having produced satisfactory proof of his being die 
person alluded to in that paragraph (of the letler from the 
Court) ' 1 5 admitted to the service accordingly Such 

the phraseology used in general orders in I011, 

On the 4lh of November, iSi^i the Court at Directors came 
to a resolution Lhai ** na cadri or other person going out in the 
Campany^s service shoidd be suffered to leave Cnglaiid until be 
was instnicled in. the rudiments of the iUndoslauee language/" 
This resol uuom however, became a dead klter; indeed it was 
never acted upon, as wc find that “boys of and seven¬ 

teen, and most of them Td.w from schoor^ cantinued to be sent 
out without any knowledge of the language which the soldiers 
they WTre destined to carnmand spealr, as ivell as the tangunge 
of the people. Even medical men were turned loose in India 
w ithout that knovidedge of the language which could unable 
Ehem to ascertain the wants of those of W'hose health they were 
in charge. 

To obviatCt as far as practicable^ the uitmine incouvenluncc 
to which cadets were liable on their arrh'aJ in India, frain in¬ 
curring uxofhiUiJit e3t[Hmses at taverns, to w^hich they generally 
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resortedp fefottr any urraiigesiients cculd bc made for occupying 
fjuaitcTS in Fort S-Villiarn, the Governor General in Cqund] con- 
Mdcrately ordered {under date I5lti April, i8ao) the appoitiLirient 
of a salaried officer receive charge of the cadets on arrival^ 
and to retain command of them until they proceed, under orders 
from His Excellency the Comn-sander-ln-Chiefr to join a regi¬ 
ment/’ It was a special duty of this officer “to supply cadets 
wlUi sm^ants; to see that they are seltied in quarters; and 
generally to protect them from the extortion and impositioirs rii 
native agents/^ A mess was e&ublishedr at which tJiis officer 
always dined and superintended. The mess wns in the Fort, 
OF course, ihhj armngemenl ooEy for those young men who 
had no Iriunds nor relations to vviiuni Liiey could go on airlvah 

Munm^ wffien a lieutenant, who had held for some lime a 
stall appointmcTit, spoke of the bhitts be was put to in order to 
live within his tneanii;—It ( my dress) growl’s tattered in one 
qunrtcr whilst I am establishing funds to repair it in another^ and 
tuy coat is in danger of losing the slccvesi while f am pulling 
off to try on a new waistconL!* And vre hod liim afterwards^ 
when holding a good civil appointmetiL, writing home to his 
friends in England, on tlie luxuries of tlio East:— I have dined 
to-day on porridge made of half-ground flour instead of oatmeal ; 
and 1 filiail most likely dine to-morrow qti plantian fritters and 
tiiis simplldty of fare^ ** huing the ellect of necessity^ not of 
choice/^ UnquestioDaUly we are In the^ days much more 
comfortable. Comfort and coiupetence ore more generally 
difTused. Splendid fortunes arc now seldtim inndev far brilx:^ 
taking is no longer permitted; hut modemte weallh is more 
easily, as it b more honestly, acquired, and, cjtriially speaking, 
the things whicli render life agmeahle, arc far more witfiin ti>e 
reach of aH. 

After the abolition of the Uara^ct instilutkm it became 
necessary to devbe ^mc otluir way of disposicig of the cadeU 
until they could be rinally posted tb rtgitBents; and the 
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sysU!(n, which uncbr certain qjo-difk^'ons, has coadnut^d to tlii; 
present day, waA Uuireforc adopk:d* Tht i:ad^it 5 on lajiding 
wi^re pcrcoitt^d to choo^ie with wb^t reginJeiit tlioy would do 
duty: und when a umber had been collected^ they 

w^ene sent off in fleets £0 their ^veral dealimixlozis^ by the river 
route, cadi fleet being placed under Lke charge ol an ofScur td 
standing, ciU^ur spccmliy dbtuilcd for the duty or fproceeding to 
rejoin his regiment Irom fttrlougb or cJ^avriierc; I'hcrc are few 
of us probably who hatfe not heard of the sjcioncs 

urhich used lo be common in those fleets during ihcir priigrcas 
up the jirer; how the iahahiUntji^ oJ the yiliages on the banks 
used to flee at their app^^>ad 3 ^ and tlow drifiking and iIl baud!cry 
of cvnrj' kiiidp varied by an occasion^] d«eh or tliu homicide of 
some unfortuiuLte nativcH ttsed to be the order of each and every 
day- This state of things continued utilJ] the Government 
stcameni began to ply Between Cakuttn and Allaliabad, vrhm 
tnost of the cadets naturally adopted fJie mom rapid and 
agreeaitc mode of travelling which they afforded, and the Eh^et 
system died a natural death, the river steamers giving place in 
due time to the yet more rapid tfaveUing by taiL 

A eourl martial was held on Cadet Emly, of artillery on 
the 9th Auguiitp tSi5, for having flogged with a hor^c whip a 
native sentry belonging tp Lhe guard at^oned-on tlie high road 
leading from the caatooment of Dum Dum to Colcutla* 

THE CRIFflN*S INTRODUCTION TO INDJA- 

The GriflRn^s introductbD lo India in 18^3 is thus told by a 
CadL t in the l/nifu^d S^rvic£ :— 

due time dinner was seri'ed, wlinn I made my first 
aCtjuaintancc with IrLdum edibles at a fiie-ss-'table ■; thougli it 
must be admitted that the opportunity wa^ not a fair one for 
forming an optnion, the palate* cspecbllv ifiai of a younj^sler* 
not being over fasridious a bog voyage. A variety of 

viands there certainly was, and up ahuudlito^ slill I could not 
but noike tie pant of flavor b the aoinial bod und vegeiaWca* 
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Of coijfSR 1 cannot recatl tlit bill of fife, though probahilt 
thtf following diskcs, dcnongst many ollicrs^ ftgofed iu il,“ 
iniilligntiiwny, fihee^p^s hcnd curty, {the ingrttiiont being st cbt:j\p 
oTio h mocli ifi wgoc on the mtiss-tabJe where dinner is 
fornUhe tl by n hind-c^uarter of insipid enntton^ not 

fat< and patiltry very fresh, and of course, prr/lough; 
then the vegietablcs might have been pulatons, nolr-kolc, and 
brin jails, or jYiyWi-, as some of ns called themp For tlte second 
coursei a mangoc-lart, custards iuid phintiLiii frittcirat whilst a 
pinc-choese brought up the rear^ flanked by very wldte brcarli 
and white hytter. The wtoes were sherrj" and claret; and the 
dessert consisted of the never-Failing cashew nut, with plantains 
and bbcuks. * * * » 

had scarcely dsen from my camp cot on the following 
morning when that indispensable functloniafy the barber wfw 
introduced t indUpensabk at least in Indbi, where not one man 
in twenty ever takes the tronhk to diave blinfielf: amongirt onr 
soldier)^ there being a barber to cvxrry troop or company. 
Thcru are no more skilfuJ or more comiiiLifiiicatjve members of 
the proftiiisiDn than our Indian barbens, who are peiipatetiCj being 
ever on the niovci and never operating at home, to llus 
infitance I \V‘as not sorty to snbniit my chin to the ^tll of 
anotlter, albeit the black finger and thumb that embraced tny 
no^ to aid Use aperation were none of the sweetesL 'flics 
sha™g ovcTj the man proceeded La g& through a variety of 
jmjfessiunikl evolutions, such as cleaning (picking) the emira, 
paring the naDs^ cracking the joints* Blc-, which fatter, however, 
1 willingly dispensed with; indeed, it is seldom endured by 
Europeans, and was now mainly introduced perhaps to asionj«h 
the weak mind ol a GrilTin. Another actomplishfunnt of the 
Indian barber is that of cutting corns with his rasur I ^ * 

'^1 shall oevur forget iJic first Sunday J spent at Aladras, or 
rather at the Red for it wa3 Uiere wc passed it, Tho Red 
Hills are about twnlvo db^ant^ and here arcs sevecai 
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ccikititn'-hDii5^« ih*t batik of a where of the 

’wetiithy memhiints and big-wi^s of the Prcsidcoiy^ who are oot 
over solicitoihs aboat their EpintLial wclfafCT spend liie SabbaUi 

in boating, biliiarda, card-playing and leastliig. Mr.- had a 

buiue ai thb [ilacci ajid here he asaall j spent hk Sun day Sj 
going out after oHite-hours on the Saturday and retaming on 
JiTofirJay mornings 1 an ashttincd to say I was one of the party» 
for there were scrreml kindred spirits all good fellows, of 

coarse, friends irf tAr. -. The whole day was passed in the 

l^efonr-n5elltionelI niTnirteniients, Init 1 could not be persuaded 
cither to play at cards or bill lands, never before I wing sic-co a 
Sunday so desecrated. The canverEalioDt too, of my new 
friend's associates, was all in keeping. Altogether, young 
though \ was, the immorality and trreligion with which society 
in fitfiia (for I snob found I hr evil was not limited to the ctrdc 
into which I was thrown) was then so Htrongly tinctured^ 
shocked me greatly, and painfully did 1 contrast tlinse healhenisli 
goings on with wlial I had Wen nccuslomed to in the quiet 
home 1 Itad just quitted/* 

TTu' following letter in one of thrr Calcutta papers sJiows 
the way of living which was so general among the newly arrived 
young olheeri; of the army 

arrived in tadia aboiii fifteen months ago, aful had the 
good fortune to be posted to a coq>s very soon after my arrival. 

I had £i 2 q in my pocket, which I thought a large sum^ and I 
believe it wa^ more than any of iairh could Ijoast of. I 
purchasicd a. boriaf for Rs. 470: 1 paid for my uniform Rs, 416 ? 
for a saddle and bridte Rs^ 60-1£ \ white jackets and pjnjiiaJooas 
Rs. J40; a set of breakfa.'^t apparatuSp including evcrytliing 
R5^ 94 I a bed^ tahle^ four chairs^ and other necessaiy articles of 
furniture, Rs. 140; a ^mall tent^ sceond-hand, Rs. and 

other triffing articles suitable to the climate^ about Rs. 300. My 
father told me to stand comfortably,, and t did so; and borrowed 
from the agency houdc Rs. 740 to pay my debts, resolving to 
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c|R 4 .r it aflf as aiS possiblt^. Aft old &ub, to wham i had ^ 
letter, tiikl HIE whai servants to hire, and what establishment to 
keep up in order to appear respectable. Z had no time for being 
a dandy, less for drinkIng» and no expensive habits. I 
resolved to $tudy my ptofessioUj and set to l^^rk c^agerly* 1 
bought a>e requisite hook^, all included in the above Rs, 300; 
and after the first month, was snugly settled, and made no bad 
figure at the head of a company, to which 1 was not a 
gratified to find myself posted on field days. My monthly 
expenses were as follows, and have never varied twenty rupees 
any montli since the second month after my arrival;— 


Sa 

Mess bin, on an average 
Breakf.ist do. 

Horse's keep, mdi^dlng servants 

House rent 

Sen'ants 

*r 

SubKripfion to periatficals, oei^^papers, reading-room, 
biltiard-room, public parties, charity 
Repairs of efotbes, saddlery, breakages, tear and wear, 
sundries, incidental cxpEiises, and uniform 

Religion and agency 


Rs. 

70 

ao 

i5 

35 

60 

34 

40 


rotaJ.Sa. Rs. 365 

“ The whole of my Income for the last year has netted Rs, 
»95 per month, sn that I haire regularly got into debt Ra, 70 per 
month, id^cad of paying ofif my Rs. 740, and am now in 

Messrs,-^ed Co.'a books about Rs, 1,500 exclusive of 

interest and commission charges- 

prospect before ntc h very bright^ and it will be still 
sHore so if J jiAW the good fortune to be placed on hdf-batta. 
It is said, how do many others live and not get into d^t who 
have the same allowance i I declare I should be ashamed ta 
describe tbe shifts they are pul to in order to keep within their 
income; and it would scarcely be credited that the sons of 
30 
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gent I r men in a foreign l^d were- reduced U> ^ucli pinchiiig 
poverty and absolute privauona.” 

5DBALTERN'3 life fH CALCUTTA. 

The following account we take from a letter in ihc Umi^d 
Service AfagaMine for 1837 i—- 

" When on leave at the Presidency^ an officer* upon applica¬ 
tion, is usually^ accomiTiodated mitli one room in the South 
Barracks, It was my lotp in the year 1S3—^ to inhabit (or a 
fihort time one of these little Elysiujns- I shall not readily forget 
my impressions on being inducted by my siriar-bKirer into the 
small apartment^ which wtls destined to serve me at once lor 
parlour^ bedroom, and bath+ For the latter indLspensable 
accessory to an Indian toilet, provision had most liberally been 
made, by enclosing a comer of the rrioni with a parapet a foot 
high, and by piercing the outer wall to let the water off. Naked 
and comfortless 33 any quarter in England, the appearance of this 
one was not rendered more prepossessing by the circumstanre 
of tlie walls being adorned with sundry deep IndentatioiiB, stains 
of suspiciDus colour, and a pmfuse sprinkling of ink, all of 
^^which told of the choleric temperament of a former occupant, 
probably some [oily cadet/' Who hiM nay have revelled 10 
** Rooms in Fort-WULain— 

Pay, ninety rupees/* 

and impatient of tbc stupidity of a or for 

being ignorant of /tis language, had perchance striven to render 
himself inleHigible by hurliog, in rapid succession, at the bead of 
his dotnesde, an empty brandy hotdeg a book-jack, and an 
inkstand. 

Having got rid of a LitUle of the superfluous dirt which 
encumbered my new abode, spread a Calcutta mat, and intrer- 
duced my couch, table, and chair^ the room answered ray purpose 
perfectly well 

I have always been rather a disciple ol the school of 
Ddnocritus than of fieraclitiLS. I commenced elbowing a 
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pwsa^ through the world at too eafly an a^ to be eai^ily 
put out of tny way ever after. Not brbig^, however, altc^ether 
an optimistp my phitosophy was perhaps subjected to a pfetly 
severe trial chiring the two months of my residence in Fort 
Will jam. 

41 the option allowed me, 1 should at aJi times prefer 

a quiet neighbour in barracksbut the fates were not now 
propitiouSi Opposite to me was established an 0 dicer from the 
Upper ProvincdSp about to embark for England on furloughi. 
w'ho being eitlier himself sa bird-lanciErf or having some old 
maiden aunt curious in cockaioos^ bad provided himself with a 
large family of the feathered tribe. I verily believe he must 
have been guided in his sckction by a dcLermiiiatjon to possess 
the noisiest of tfae race. Be tJiat as it may, the chiqiiiig. 
chatteringi screaming, and croaking were incessant j and one 
of the collectiorip in particular, distinguished himsetf by a shrilly 
car-piercing shriek, at frequent and regular iiitervals throughout 
the day^ and a great part of the night. 

On my kftj the adjoining quarter w'as occupied by an 
uj^fortunate;, laboutirtg under a temporary aberration of mind- 
Tine irolidlude of his friends was strikingly denoted by a sentry 
being posted at his door. The silence of llie sepulchre 
pen^aded the roonti exce]>L for the space of about reti minutes 
at tnoming and evenings when with unfailing rtfgularity a solo 
was^ performed fortissimo upon the panels of the door, by the 
toes and heels of the occupant- Having thus ejtpressed hk 
impatience of restraint, or probably his non-appreciation of the 
kindness of his friend^ the unhappy inmate relapsed into a 
state of quietude. 

‘*0n the other side was quartereEJ a gentleman whose 
arrival wa5 subiequent lo my own. Tlic first intimaticut which 
1 received of the occupation of tJie neighbouring room was 
from a riolin, which at six clock in the momtng commenced 
dbcoursrng most doquent music. It continued uninkirniptedly 
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tiil ten O’clock, wltfn I sallied f«th to fulfil an engaficrowt in 
Calcutta- At 1 P- M- 1 retumcA -, the performance a-« sldl 
unfinished. After my arcurtomed drive 01. the t again 

vmtmed to my room to dress for dinner; walking up 
passage, the notes ag™ struck on my car- '•Can it be 
possible?' 1 asked mysrlf. ‘‘J certainly have never witnessed 
Ihc application of steam or ntechanism to vjolin plaving 
falthoueh such things are), but this untiring pemeverance Is 
|>eyond a mere mortal ?‘ I was mistaken. 1 firmly hi hevc that 
this indefatigable violinist grudged the moments he devoted to 
his meals, and thnl had he been endowed with an addilional 
pair of hands, he would have fiddled through htis breakfast and 

dinner," 

LIFE AT BAHASET. 

u was a strange place that Bnrasrt, If the Governor- 
General of the time being with the best aid of the Commandef- 
iiKChicf, the members of council, the whole secrelariat, Md Uie 
chiefs and big wigs of all departments, into the bargain had 
ansemblcd in solemn condave for the one purpose of devising 
how best to bring min and dcmoraliialioii into the ranks cl the 
young and inespcrienccd on their arrival as cadets in India, the 
chances am ten to one, if they could have fallen upon so sure, 
aafe, and capeditbus a plan of eradicating all good and ineUJlbg 
everv evU as that same precious institution of Bamset. 

The crowd of officers who have passed throi^h the fiery 
ordeal of B^'*et is now fast disappearing from the Bengal 
army—not b tithe, probably, of its eiisting membem know 
aught regarding such an institution ; and many of the elders 
among the ficld-olficcts, and grey-headed captains, rcrocoiber it 
only as a dream of their youth, and think of its anebnt scenes 
of riot, and wildness and folly, but as portions of their Ixiyhood, 
and as part and parcel of tlteir school-day-recollectiotis. And 
that such a place had once a prominent being in the vicinity of 
Calcutta, and was Ibc subject of man! apprebcosivx discuision 
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and abnb la the bright funrricmBiits in any way fesponsihie foe 
it, than half the other csUhlUhinetits of the army pul togeJbrr 
is a fact which the old records of the Adjutant (jcncrB]’& oBicc 
can well testify. 

We aro indebted to the VnHed Service Magusxnt for the 
following information about the institutinii 

About ftftecn miles from the Govemcienl House of Calcutta, 
and about seven from Dum-Dum, arose a few brick residences 
beside a small sequestered village, embowered as it were, in a 
^riea of surrounding groups of large tamarind, Ume, mangpc, 
and other trees of this part of Bengal. It was an agreeable retire¬ 
ment from the bustle of Calcutta; possessing the advantage of 
being so located iKal the owner could manage to sujjcrintend 
several small indigo works in its neighbourhood, and at the same 
lirne avail himself of daily intcrcoorse, if necessary, with the 
melTUpolU of British India. It was to tbU spot that Govertiment 
directed its attention as a convenient plan, in which to establish 
a oiililaiy college or institution for the reception of cadets on 
their arrival in India. Young candidates for military fame 
were here to acriuire a knowledge of lU vernacular langu^ 
with a fitting aniattcrtng of drill and daily parade duty. 
And so essential did these high rjualifkatioas seem tn the eyes 
of the founders of the institution, that they were thought to be 
cheaply purchased by the outlay of some lakhs of rupees-and 
the risk and danger of bringing logelber two ot three hundred 
heedless boys in the hot blood of untrammelled youth, just 
relased from the wholesonHS restraints, and still necessary 
aupervision, of theb late parents and guardians. To secure this 
place itself, a high monthly rent wa-s gtanled to the proprietor on 
the condition of his erecting batradm, with other suflicient 
accommodation for the officers and staff. 

The Govcmor-Gcneol paid a visit to Bamset on the slti 
March, 1803. A Calcutta paper thus relates the inddenl.;— 
“Captain Richardson, commanding the cotnpany of gentlemen 
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cadels, and Lieutcntttit Broughton, adjutanl of the cotps, met 
His Escfllcncy at a dbtancc from tlte Cantonment, and conducted 
His Eicellcncy tothehead-qnarters of the station where the 
company under the command of Ensign Oliver, n-as drawn up to 
receive His Excellency. Measrs. Craigie, Roberts and Snetder 
had the honor of being selected to mount (the Erst as orderly 
aeigearit. and the latter as sentries) over His Excellency. Im- 
medialely after breakfast the gentlemeTi cadets were assemhied 
for the purpose of being cxamltiEd in the Hitirfostance tanguage. 
Mcisis. Harington and Cokbrooke, Judges of the Sudder 
Dewance Adawlnt, and Mr, Gilclirist, Hindostanee professor at 
the College of Fori William, were nominated as examiners. The 
whole being in readiness, His Excelkncy entered the examina, 
tion room, accompanied by Mr. Harlow, and all the officers 
of His Lordship'S slafi. His Excellency remained during the 
examination of Uie first dass, and on receiving the report of the 
examiners on the progress of each gentieman, His ExceUency 
addressed them individualty, and expressed his apprc.batim, at 
their different degrees of proficiency j on the conclusion of 
the examination of the first daa. His ExceUency expressed his 
approbation in terms highly tkttering to Captain Ridiardson 
and to Messrs, Craiglc, Roberts and Sadder, who composed the 
first dass. In the evening ILs Excellency reviewed the company 
They performed the manual and 

the front, then facing outn^irds, filed in two division m the rear 
where they pUed arms, and fell i.. as officers and sergeante 
with the sepoy detachment through the remaining part of die 
fcdew, which being finished. Messrs. Craigir. Robi^rt, and 
Snelder were erdcrod to the front, and adverting to die examina 

don report of tliae gentlemen's proficiency in the HindostaneJ 

lajignage and of an equally favorable ent by Captain Richardson 
of their miEtary acquirements In the shnn period of five months. 
His Excellency expressed his apprnbalioa of their merit; and 
informed them, that they should immediately be ordered to ' * 
their corps in the line, and be recommeaded to the notite of 
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ofiiccf in cpmmAnd of the corps, Ip which thej- might be nomi- 
iiated; and as a (iiither mark of f^Lis Exctllcnc^^'a approbadon^ 
and thiiir mciii^ His Excellency waii pleased to order that nch 
of these gentle men should be pre^ntjjd with a regimental sword 
and five hundred rupees*'^" 1 he Govctnor-CleneraJ dined with 
the cadets in the evening, slept at Baraset, and proceeded to 
Barrackpore the next morning. 

The establLshment itseU was composed of an elderly officer^ 
as Commandant or head schpotmasLer^ a second in command who 
was also a professor or teacher of Hindostaiieep and it couple of 
subaltern nfEcera^ likewise professorsj while one of the latter 
acled as the adjutant of the cadet company and the driU 
supennteadent of the military tyros. As soon as cadets arrived 
from England in the different sKips^ which worn then in tlie 
habit of coming out in Reels of ten or twelve Indiamen to avoid 
the French cruizers, so formidable to the Ilon'ble Company's 
trading vessels, the cadets, to the number of a few' score at a 
time, wrere handerd over to the cadet institution. They were 
directed by the toivn major to betake themselves at Barasel, and 
palankeens were supplied at the public expense to carry them 
oE^ as early as pTaclicable, from the taverns, and other tempta¬ 
tions pi the mctrapolb. Many, however, contrived to linger 
behind in tow^Or to have a few- daj^ of fun at Cadit Fluuet's# a 
well known punch-house of that day, but the otherSj rather inoffi 
quietly disposed, were soon at Bara^et—to the horror of a few 
of them, Dti their first reaching the pandemonium it prctfented. 

tl was there, after ihc riotous salntaiinn first awaiting them, 
and their prompt initiation intn the not uafrequent orgies of the 
place, they were consigned over to the custody of the aergeant 
major. A barrack room or a portion of a room was alloUed 
them according to the crowded state or otherwiM^ of the cadet 
companyt and soon amid the Awkward squad’ they were taught 
the goose atep^ and seduced into the erodite mysteries of ^ right 
face,^ < left tum,' aitd other great rudiments of Lhc dtilL After 
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muck dire preiiiuictary nsarcluitg and coumt^rmarcking without 
arms they were proinoted to the dignity of handling an old 
artOlcfy Tuifil—iinlil toleraiily wdl drilled into its use and 
rrcisc. All this occupied Lhc mominig^ and evenings: tn the 
da)" Ume the young gentlemen had to attend clusses, or lectures 
aa they were ealted, but though the profes&nrs could enforce 
the attendance of alL It waa a taisk beyond them to ensure 
attention to any thing like study; and thus the prcfience of four- 
fifths of the yonngsters at class^ in spite of the kindness and 
exertion of the UracItersT was a mere farce, a pracitcal exemplica- 
lion of * Love's labour lost*—or a tnoie free and easy periodical 
exhibition of * As you like iL* Scarcely a youngster dreamed of 
serious application. Ponies^ temerSp pariah dogs, shopting, 
xauntcring about the barracks, smoking, drinkings gaming, and 
much worse amuse men ts formed the idle occupation of the 
many. 

Lrl the fcader picture to himself two hundred or more tall 
strapping youths o( eighteen or nineteen, of all possible dis* 
positions and puranits, at the very age of alt others for ruckless 
disregard of prudence and of couEidermtiDn for the future ■ fancy 
these tKrt's crowded togetherin a new country—in a bewildering 
and exciting climate—with no immediate check on their humors 
or cbullitipns, and roaming about the noisy barracks at a mile's 
distance from the officers of the institutioiit and he may conjure 
up some idea of the daily row and riot of Che place. On one 
aide might be seen collected a Euitmlrnt group surrounding 
unfofttinate bill Efirear, who had brought up a few ^ bills 
to masters naTne;** from certain stable-keepers or taiLon in 
Calcutta. The bills were at once snatched from hla trembling 
gimsp, and ihtrn opened, and handed round fc>r ihe ediReation of 
the group Soon tine docnmetils were tossed about or flung 
m the fcii, bf the amusement of beholdiDg the terror and alarm 
o£ ibu poor bill siroar. But see* a few of them are actually torn 
in the incxcliiujg not and cxdleituait of the momcat; in vain 
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the ^irc^tr protests* begs^ anc] ipuplores; all ite bills atu, by this 
tiTnc In Utters, and ati unlucky voice baa siiggeiited the propfiely 
of ^ ducking tJi^ dtrn’ in a nelglibouttng lank. With a shout, the 
agitated bill ddiverer ia beme away froia the earthy npiifled by 
the anns and tejp, and in a few moTiieiits is struggling and 
gaspisti^ away, in the muddy waters oi ihe Latik, half droivneJ 
amid the cries and yells and exullalions oF his benefoh 
tormentors ! 

A liule 10 the left ancther party are baiting a jackal which 
has been lied to a stake. Half a hundred ill-hrcd curs and liaSf 
anglicised pariahs are barking around hiulf and yelping and 
snapping at the lifeaded victim as their owners are * stirring him 
up with s long pqt^/ and gm^g the devoted jackal sutidiy^ erucr 
thumps with hrickbatg and other missives^ to give him energy 
and ammatiofi. At tii 5 t a singfc terrier rushes in the ring. He 
Flies at the lica.st amid irhouts of admiratioti that make the 
hnrmrk-i ring again. The terrier is discomhtnd. Taunts, jeers* 
and angry exclamations are the order of the day—dog alter dog 
is seized up, and thrown in upon the prejj who braves them ail; 
but a heavy bricli bat hats floored iiim, and at once fifty rank 
curs mab on the mopnentarily disabled victiffiF He Ls tom* and 
draggled, a.nd ^aken. and gnawed at, while the sfi^risme^ 
around yell and yoick^ whoop, and tallybo, and exultation peals 
around as though a Badajds Jiad surrendered, or a Bengal tiger 
had faUen before them. 

Similar fcatt of prowess^ the fighting of a few well spurred 
cock^i the backing of a kicking and nbstinate tattoo, the firing 
at kites and crows flying huirlediy and screamingly in ihe air 
above; the reports of pislols, the blasts of ten mailnroach horns, 
and the practising upon copper bugles ; these^ and a dozen other 
recrealious of a Uke ualure, but all of them noisy * and 
pproarjous, formed the pleasing pursuits arid avocations of the 
young gentlemen at thr institution we have been describing.^ 
iNo wonder that itudy was tiqt iHc idol of thejr adaratianj 
J* 
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Manj were the serious evils, however, arising from 
cDDgregaiing so many young and thoughtless individuals 
tygtlher. Even ihc steady and well disposed tvete partly carried 
down with the stream,, and though perhaps uninjured in the 
maiii, and not much deteriorated by the bad examples ever 
before them, still they were not improved by them. There is a 
certain polish and sheen whith cannot bear any coarse contact 
whatever, and there ia a delicaw in some youthful minds—a 
purity of feeling which it is best to keep ever apart and 
unacquainted even with t]ie coarseness and contamination of 
bftsrr tom pinions. 

It must not be supposed that, among the crowds trf cadets, 
there were not some who did not escape the ordeal with credit; 
but they had to contend with much that was unpJeasing, and the 
very struggle and opposition they had to make, was far frooi 
being beneficial. They did not join in the turmoil and folly ever 
ttround them ; they studied the native language, it is true ; and 
left the institutioTi in a few months; but they had witnessed 
what had belter hive been unknown to them, and though they 
came of! victorious, they carried away with them somewhat o'f 
the stain and dust and soiling of the conflict But if these were 
unimproved by Baraset. what must have been the fate of the 
nnwaiy, the thoughtless, the yielding and too facile of the 
number so early exposed. Debt and extravagance were the 
least of the evils they fdl into. Habits of drinking, coarseness 
of language, and demeanour, love of low sport and vulgar amuse¬ 
ments, were the good fruits of the place- while to crown alf, 
gaming, and a want of principle in pecuniary transactions, were 
so engendered and confirmed by the exposure, that the effects 
remained for lifcv and debased for ever the future career of the 
thcmglitfes Victim, 

It was a wise awakening of the authorities about head 
quarters, when, roused at length by the iU-success of their 
lastitutjrw, by the i;uio of many pniinising young men. the 
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prem 2 .ture d&Mhs D^ not a fipw, and thr dis^rac^ and thiit 

overtook no mi:an portioTi of the crowd pf unfortynate youths 
thrti e^cpo&cd, bringing^ some to the bar of the Supferae Courts 
and others into the debtors^ jflil, and ull into di3repute+ they at 
length determined^ in the middle of lEtif to break up the 
coMcge and disperiie tli.e entire establishment 

Barnsel was accordingly done away with^ and cadets 
thenceforward sent at onic to their torps^ wiwre^ under the 
eye of their seniors^ they soon fell into the tnanneirs and 
<kiiirAtvoyr of more Biting examples, w*hLlr the riots ami 
dlsturbiince-Sip Ijcfoce mAfEing the career of the juniors of the 
Irkdian service, became unheard of and unknown. 

The following extract from a despatch nf tlie Confi of 
Directors, of the date of affords a clue to the can^c of its 

extinction :—'* And ndreneas it has been r^pncsdltrci to thc 
Court of Directors by the Gnvemiiient abroad, that many 
of the cadets at the institution have manifested a sciiaus 
disposition to insuhordination towards' their superiors^ and 
have been gyilty ol irr^g^jlarities and ungen tie man-liko 

cnnduct towards each other, the cadet is hereby informed that 
on his arrival in Jndisp he U Bubjcct to martial laiv.^ 

We have alluded to some of the goings on among the 
cadetSv who were located at fiataset in order lo fit theniBelves- 
for the service- The following strange order by the Governor* 
General in Couneitk dated the r4tli Afay, dkdoses another 

feature in the discipline of the instEtution :—Tl«e J-lonomble 
the Governor-General in Coimcit, liaviiig had before him lellers 
addressed to the ofBcer commanding the cadet company by Mr. 
J. Kerns and Mr C. EniisoOp intimating their detemination not 
to study the native langurtges^ prescribed by the (Tgnlaticms of 
Government, and deeming it highly expedient that a conduct m 
entirely aubverriv'e of the pritiriples of subordination as well as 
of the objects of the instilulion at Baraset, should be marked 
with hi^ severest displeasure^ has reserved that Mr. J. Kerns 
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ccjniiiiqLiJTficc a! th^ very aggravated pravacatmti given to him 
by iMr. RoberUsoni 


HALr batta. 

The celebrated half batla regiilaliloo promnlgnted la 
Calcutta an ttsE 29th Novetnberp iSiS, by direction fnim the 
Court of Dlrcctor^p dated the aStli of May preceding; and 
in virtue .lof it certain &tatioti 9 of the Bengal army, tiamelyv 
Raj-rackporep Dum-Dum, Berhampore and Dinapurc^ v^ere fronr 
the i^i Januatyr can^idrred half «taLipn^<. whereby 

the Compaity^s staff and regiinrntal officers^ on their arrival at 
those sUliong,. were stibjecfed to a rcductiati of aif alto^vance 
hitherto comsidered by thrm to be permanent^ and which 
amoimted to twenty rupees a month taken from an En&ign'S 
income^ and double that Etim from a Captain's. Thia deducUon 
may appear smalli hut the expenses which olficera^ especially 
of the, aubordinato grades^ unavuidahly incur in a country like 
India, imposed upon them a MVcrc system of economy in 
order to enable them even to keep free from debt*. At the 
tevisJon and adjui^iUnrnt of the pay and allowances of the 
armyjK some years previous^ the bntta was distinclly undcrsloo^d 
by the mililory serrants of the Company to be lixed at its then 
rate and arrangement The recent measure, therefore, wore 
the odious character of a breach of contract bcttvecri the 
Com puny and this branch of their service, liesides evincing 
prima fade a want of confide ratio ti towards the difiiculties 
of junior oiheers^ acting as seniors^ which was altogether 
inconsistent with the usual liberality of the Coriipany^s 
Government. U is not surpriling that the measure created 
intense feelings of indignation tn the military lervicei and 
auittiaied nppralj were made to the local govertiment, noL 
anfy from those oflitcrs who weCc jmTnediatply subject (0 the 
reductinns, but those w^ho would be subjected to it hereaiter* 
Lord Conibcrmcref Uie Commander-iti-Chief^ protesled against 
the regulation^ and waa of opinion that justice forbuk 
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Mr. C. EUiwjti he .uspended fmm the service of the 
HanomWe Co^ny. fJooorrrbJe CoLui 

D,rertonr ^ that :he« be ordered to 

prepare to embark for Europe by the earlieaf opportuufty /’ 

At the tir.t sMsbrnr of the Calcutta Supreme Court fn 

„„ „„„ 

.i.t»";"" •' 

;"L ;c.a ri'h T™*'' r °' 

•k by the Companyaj In.-at-j 

cr^ was incd for " wiifoHy and maJi’cfoujdv settitiF on fire 

■u,d b.rm„B . hut .. Bu™..,. B.u p„pu„,. 

on tbe iJth dav of i i ^ ^ Kcenao bearer, 

sentenced i„ ^ and 

ta™.p«.a.iou Fu“ "T ■" 

•aviul.o, lVimu,„ Tumuf "■'" ‘"'"‘'"a" 

«nH .I.r„ T®'"' 

tnenb sentenced to months^ imprison, 

the clcul«r!,!rol'^a ^LlZhkl 

■ lie a^th Frbniarr igtS h r occurred at tJarasel, on 

■“ 

clearly from the evidence that Mr I appearing 

agfrfeasor, and bjzi affm t ^ was the 

% the solicitude which rrad^r;: ^~ 

="c :■:?.r-f“ 

*n conformity Id the resolutions nt r * ^ picaicd to direct, 
6th of Ma.' ,Soo Tn II- , • ‘^“^^■'-eo. under date the 
Mr. John Robe,^,i„ fo,, sJ^Tl f 

Court or Director^*^ be? «- 

proceed to England on board irHonoIf r 

Ci/j/e/ w. Honorable Company's ship 

Mr. Kennedy* offence w« overJouted in 
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iHtit tilt? tixs'l Q'^vmiEie a of r<*gini(;ntal oRicc^rs sbaulcf be 
tlJiiiiniBliec)he (irgt;d that '' by reducing s* cansiderohle a 
ponjoti of the army to half batta, many nfHccrs who have 
crcilitably diaeliargcd their laborious duties for 35 to jo years, 
will Ifc deprived of those advantages upon which they Icirrned 
ihrir hopes of revisiting their native counlry" Besides the 
Coinmaiidcr-in<>Chicf, persons of high rank and experience in 
India, forming a part of tile loiiai government ttself, were also 
decidedly avenie to the measure. But the Court of Directors 
here deaf to alt the appeals, and Lord William Uenlincfc had 
to l»rar the stigma of having forced mjon the luilitary the 
obnoxious order, an which the lostructions from the home 
Autliorjtlcs Jeft him no option,. 

Such K‘as the excitement caused by the promulgation of 
this inconsiderate and unjust measure, that iBeelings were held 
at eveiy station among iJic oBreers to lake into consideratiau 
what should be done. A petition to the Court of Directors 
was drawn up, and subscriptions raised to send home an agent 
(o represent the gricvanrcj of the oHicers, Colonel Baker was 
selected for this important duty. For a considerable time the 
sepoys could onl entirely divest themselves of the idea that 
Uicy were to be mulcted as well as the British: but when they 
learned that the pay of Uieir oRiL'era only was to be touchedj 
they twirled their moustachios in pride, atrutted ahout ^vith a 
swaggering air, and gave every Indication that they had formed 
an overweening estimate of their own importance. The 
saving to government was most paltry, about i:io,ooo a year: 
the effect was terrible, carrying dismay into the LearU of the 
European officers, whom it disgusted, disheartened, and, what 
was worse, humiliated in the eyes of ihrir men, whose respect 
for them began frurn that day gradually to dimiiitsh. Every 
possible method was adopted for showing to the Goverror- 
General the stale of feeling in tim army. Officers, seeing him 
coming, would turn out of the way to avoid him. No one 
would go near the park whilst he was at BarrackpoK. Hi* 
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halls vrm uiiJitlcnilcd, mnd camcianding oJliteiB of corps 
agrecil to decline his invitations i& dinner^ Tins ser^fncil to 
sting Kim deeply^ fof he sent lor all the commajitilng ofQeers 
anti ffuestioned them about the matterj when one of tlte 
officers, a noble fellow, Pat Flemming of the jBlb, boldly 
avowed that he agreed to decline bis invitations, EvcntiiaSSy 
Lord William Bentitick succeeded in moUlrylng the commandiug 
ciilktrs, and in allaying sofaething of the outward show o[ that 
bitter spirit his leaffoUy miscbkvons and dangerous economy 
had elicited. Every previous Gavemor-General had rejccled 
the cnfofetinent of the measure; and twn of the wusest of the 
CouncU bcaide the Commander-In-Chiefs, had set their faces 
against it. It was the general opinion th^ Lord William 
Bcntinck had eotne out pledged to carry the measure, and that 
this was the condition upon which he obtained the e^raiied 
office which he held. 

The Court of Directors, however, confinned all the arrange, 
ments made at Calcutta by the G. O-, dated the aStli May, i8j 8, 
generally known as the half batta order, and forbade the 
transmission to head quarters of any furtlier appeals on the 
subject. 

The half batla was subsequently abolished, and though 
not exactly wdthin the scope of this work, we think k right to 
quote Lhc order of the Queen’s Government on the subject;— 
*• F&rf IVi/ltam, ikf « 5 /A Juftaarj*^ Excellenc) the 

%-keroy and Governor-GcneraJ in Cauncil has great satisfaction 
tn annoutlriug to ihe army that he lias received the authority 
of the Right Han'bTc the Secretary of State for lodia, £0 
declare that the rules hitherto m farce with respect to tlie 
grant of pay and allowances at the Full or half bat La rates are 
abolished, and that from the jat January, 1865, all offkers 
non*coiiimissioned officers and men in receipt of regimental pay 
and allowances, wherever »Utiaaed, will draw such aliowancu 
at the full balta rate." 
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COUhTS 

The p«l’fi«tbD of the prrjt;cedifig« of courts miitia! 
cor,„n«^„c.J io On ^tt, April of ,f„t 

Cooi««iin.lcrni.CliiHl^5nvsnn ord^r of Hurt d;ile-‘-coned vine 
ilnu benenuul consequrnces to the diseipJij.e of the urmfes, 
unse from the ,^cnt«.r<,s of court* o.nrlial oucurnnff ir, 
India bems promulgaicd lo [|,c corps at the aevenJ presidencies 
... gctcral orders, in » similar to tliat now pursued in 

rriiard to held upon officeni and soldiers bdoneiue to 

the) sliiifj lie nf pfonmlg,-itcd in future/' Sac. 

Captain Bdl and Lieutenant Hutd.inson of the Hjth Font 
dial i lui' %Jitin^ «on Hie haiihs of die HooRhiy," 

i»k.d«1,“ "r ■“ i-"- 

p,„.edi„j. .1 .u.r.aC”™ °l p!L™°7„d“‘‘ 

uommand of the army of this Presidency tiut -r., r- i ' l 

iilis Ih^.e . ,1 . I>cac) JVui ^Qutcot IVIth 

Mils iftty order the suspension of Mafor tl..!re 

»a. attar-hed to thcLjer n " «e.Mture 

Armv^-'foe „ ' tiepoty Adjut.u.t Geflerai of the 

for giv.ng currtiucy to , ^ 
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tfcsicnption."—if EiecouW have pfcvcotc J suth circuUibn in 
hi.*! Aubordinnti^ position. 

The ill effects of the atder above referred to remiintd 
nfter the departure of the Commandet-iii'Chief; a remanstrance 
ngaia^t the measures adopted bv the hladras Government was 
liirgrdy signed by officers in the arrn}\ aod addressed lo the 
Gnvernor-GeneraJ; ancHher paper was got up^ nn addrei^s frcjin 
ihr officerii of the army to Major Boles, the late Deputy 
Adjutant GeoeraL in this address/" says ttc Governor ot 
Madras, when noticing the seditious papers, in ordersg dated ist 
MdVj i-Sogi a right is assumed to decide on the ocU of tlie 
Government, by condemning in unqualified terma the sentence 
of suspension passed on hLijor Boles; and an encouragetnent li 
held olit to other officers to violate their duty to the Gavemnieni* 
by affording a pECuniory indemnification^ not only to Major 
RqIcb, but to all such officers as shall suffer by any act of the 
(ioveniment, which the subscribers to the address may deem 
eKcepdoliable.'" llw Governor of Madras in the exercise o£ 
his rights, suspended four and removed four oflicen till tlic 
pleasure of the Court was received. In the meantime thn 
suspended and removed officers were ordered to hold them¬ 
selves in readiness to procoed to England* 

Major Boles i,vas+ however, restored by order of the Caurt 
of Djreckors^ w'ho very properly observed id their letter to the 
GovernfnGtil of Madras—We consider the order to have bcea 
a flagrant abuse of his authority^ and violation of his duty* but 
we Cannot diaenver in it any^such inherent and obvious (V/cf j/fVy 
as could justify the Adjutani or Deputy Adjuiant-Gcneral 
in refusing to obey the command they had received frnm 
Lieutenant-General MacdowaU, that dte said order should be 
circulated to the army- We do not mean to dispute that cases 
may occur in which an inferior officer would be justified in 
dEcliuing to obey ati order of tiU supeEtor* but those ca^es are 
very rure and must be itrong indeedji which can warrant tbe 
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omter in taking upon himself iHe aevere and perilous oppor- 
1 unity of judging the acU of liia superior, and debating fc-illi 
himseJf whether he will yield ohedierc* to the orders of that 
•upenor, &c.'’ 

Giattat otdtr fy f^e JtigAt ffgn'Hr fJia Savfritdf.Gne- 
en/ im Cawfr« 7 ; Fari Wil/hm,/uitt ig, 1813,—» The Right 
Hon'ble the Governor-Qetiefa] in Cduneil eohaidBring H to be 

proper and eonnistent with the spirit and iirtem of the Articles 
of War and the enaetirient nf the Legislature on fins head, that 
superintending Officers of native rourts-martial should be sworn 
to the faithful discharge of the duties of their office; His Lord- 
ship in CouncU is therefore pleased to direcl, that 00 all 
occasions of the assembly of lirativc ctmrts-raartial (other than 
general coUrts-martial,! the European officer appointed to 
superihterid the proceedings of sqth touns, shall take the 
following oath [oath omitted] to be administered to him by the 
coihmanditig officer or adjutant of his corps, previoiuly to bis 
entering the runetions of hia 

Gfnaral arden hj the Ri^kt IlonaraHe the Gavernae- 
q^eeal ra Council: Fa.t Wilimn,, itik September, 

■Major Jame, hW. Corps of Engineers, having attempted 
to^spose of an English horse to Hb Highness the Nabob 
of ^gal, for the exorbitatit sum of a lakh of rupees, and 
to enfdrte payment by mettace, and having endeavoured by 
tampering wfth the vakeels of the native prineei at the 
presidency, to induce thtrm to purchase hia horses for their 
empfoyers at rhesame crtravagaul prite; the Governor-Genera] 
in Council deems the dondect of Major Moual in this traosac- 
t^n fo dentand the decided interpositibn of the authority of 
Goyemment, in order to vindicate the character of the imtion 
and of the honOmble profession to which he belongs fren, the 
stignla, which such acts 00 the pm of a British officer must 
cast upon it, as weU as to marUTrsl Hts Lordship in Council*! 
deteminatiou to ptotect the native princes and chiefi from 
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impostUon suid extordon. Onder the ijnpressioo. and deeming 
it an object of equoJ justice and necessity to, ioBict exemplaTy 
punishment on any individual who can thus prostitute the 
British name and chju’afLeii His Lordship in Caundl has 
resolved to suspend hlajor Mouat from the service of the 
Honorable Company, until the pleasure of the Honorable the 
Co art of Directors sltall be known/' 

Kicking and abusing one's wife was, it appears in those 
days, considered a military crime, and tried by court-martial. 
Ou the 6th June, 1814, Captain Charles White, of tbe 66th 
Foot, was indicted "tor conduct scandulous, anri highly 
unbecoming the character ol an officer and a gentleman, in 
sh&melully abusing, cruelly beating, kicking and ill using his 
wife, Btc.'’ — such conduct being in breach of tbc articles of 
war, and to the prejudice of good order and mititafy discipLiue/' 
&c,, and CspUin White was dismissed the servke. 

We meet with instances such as the folJowiDg—OfficErj 
exposing themselves on the public road in " a state of inloxica- 
tion and disgraceful indecency of a lieutenant breakiog his 
sword and sending it to the adjutant of bis regiment as a 
grateful present to his succewor ; anoUitr in a beastly stale of 
jotaxication stamliiig at the gateway of a native city, and white 
the Rajah was parsing calling him by one of the most 
opprobrious epithets in the native language. 

One issue of the Gsvei'Hmrftt Garnettt, that of the igtb 
October, 18ij, contains no less than five courts-martial, on^ 
being on a Lieutenaat Colonel:—(1} Lieutenant TIidib son, of 
the 24lh Native Infantry, is accused "of highly indecorous and 
improper tangUDige," to his commanding officer, {a) Ensigp 
Dormer, of the fih Native Infantry, for "an affray with Comet 
Smith, of the 4th Cavalry, in which blows passed, they having 
fought and beat each other with sticks." (3) Lieutenant 
Macteod, of the (Jth Native lnfantiy, for falsely charging hia 
commanding officer " with eud&avouring to itistil into his mind 
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prinopWs of A scdiHoD^ and dishonest nahsre the 

rjovernmf!t!t/" (4) LiciitEnant Bess^j. of the a^tb Native 
Itifantry, "for joining in a Combinalioh with Ueulcnant New- 
man anti olhers, wlio wnre not mrnibprs of the mess; for the 
purpose of disturhing the harmony of the corps, by promoting 
and abetting each other ia coiistant disputes on the mo.-rt 
trivial subjects/^ {5) LiEotenant-Colane] Green^ of tliE ijili 
Native Infaoti^^ for ^H^nding In a fnke reconinrend.-itioti roll for 
the promotion of a havildar who bad been less than lour years 
in tlie sen icc^ 

A striTiiti? feature In itic cDurts martial on olEcerf, was that 
\khen the sentence of dismiasal was passed, the eiK>Ricer was 
not allowed to rrinaio in the coinitry, but shipped off at once to 
Ejn>pe. The orders were—Lieutenant or [£ii^ign or CapUij! 

-k *' to be struct off the strength of the army, from the 

date on whith this order may he published at—_, and 

nil] proceed without delay to Fort William ; on his arrival there 
the Town Major will be pleased to take the necessary steps for 
providing xMr.-^with a passage to England," 

A courtxmartifll was held on Ensign Cookney, of the ^etfj 
Native Infantry, at Barrackpore, lor repeated ahsenccfi from the 
station for many dava, withnut permission, aitei being warned 
and during such absence appearing at the theatre at CaJcutla. 
and after being under anest attending a public ball; and grosi 
disrespect and insubordination to his superior officer. He was 
sentenced to be emshtered ; but the Commaoder-in-Chief. in 
consideration of Jiis youth, incaperience and contritbn, miti- 
gated the sentence to his being placed the junior of the rank in 
the je^jiTiEnt. 

On Ensign King, of the ,3(b Native Infantry, at Barrack- 
pore, for drairing bills on agency houses in Calcutta, where he 
bad ao funds I for insubordinate conduct in not attending a 
court of rrijBc-its when ordered to do so; for disrespectful 
language and reiusing to deliver up bis sword when pfaerd 
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under arrest* He &enEenced to suspeDsIou from runt, pay 
and dlowaners for months. This smlenee was canceltcd 
by the Ccunmandcr-in-Chklp tti consrquenre of varioiLs 
tn^ circumstances which appeared on the triaJ. 

On Assiiitant Apothecary Hamilton at Akyabp for being 
repeatedly drunk, and while in this state a_s&aulting the hospital 
servants. And while Under arresL having gone to the home of 
the Subadari^ broken open his box, and taken from it a30 rupees, 
nine sjfk dresses^ and other arddes of wearing apparel. He 
was sentenced to he dischargecL 

Lieutenant LowUicr, of the 44tb Foot, was arraigned in 
Septetnberp on various charges, among which was one for 

having exposed himsdf on a public road in the cantonments 
of Ghaxcepore, in a state of intoxication and disgracefu] 
ifldeccncv, and otherwise behaved in a disorderly tnsnner/^ 
The court found him guilty of the charge, but passed the most 
lenient ^sentence an hiiiit vh^t a reprimand^ ** considering him 
to have been laboring under trtnparary mental abrrratjon from 
mid-day exposure in performance nf his dutyOn Hits the 
Commander-^in-Chief {Combennere) reiDarkS“" Hb ExceUency 
would ask the members of the court, what man "in a state of 
intoxication/^ does not in some degree suffer under a " mental 
aberration^' for the time. His Lordship must consider that no 
officer would do bis duty^ if he A.tlowed intoxication to be 
an excuse lor miacondact in an Eumpean soldier under his 
command« he cannot therefore, conceive, that any principle 
more injurious to dbciplinc can be promulgatedi than that 
intoxication” under the name of ""mentaJ abermtiun/* should 
be considered aa an excuse for the misconduct of an officer^ 
when it would not be admitted in estemiarion of the misconduct 
of i private soldier.” 

On the rjtb January, i6aS, a court-martial was held at 
Afeerut on Captain George Bridges PUtntagenet Field, of the 
a3rd Native Infantiyi for false charges on certain brother 
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afficcn; ha win fatEnd guilty and sentenced to be diafniasedb 
This Ncntence was comtimted to being placed on the pension 
list. We notice Lliia, as we had the pleasure of faeinp 
acquainted with this pensioned oflrcec many years afterwards, 
in Calrutla, when he was considered one of the most eccentric 
cbaructers of the city. 

We shaU string together a few other courts-icartLai held, 
on ofBcers witltto the apace of a few months. Oo Ueutenant 
Warwick, of the 5^h Native InfantTy, at Agra, for neglect of 
duly and Sending in false reports on the aSth August, 1826; he 
Was placed on the pension list. On Majur Brown, of the tsl 
Bengal Eumpeati Regirntnt, at Agra, for repeated neglect of 
duty, and disrespectful conduct to his immediate commanding 
officer: he was reprimanded. On Assistant-Surgeon GreeiiweJi, 
for neglect of duly, and being, b a state of continued 
intosication while with the 6Sih Native Infantry, in Arracan, 
in September 1836; he was dismissed. In confinDJng this 
sentence Llie Commander-in -Chief cypresses "his regret that 
he should be sn frequently called upon to enforce the penalty 
awarded for btoaication against those whose education and 
rank in society aggravate the character of that degrading vice. 
On CapL Ball, of the 6Sth Native Infantry, for disrespectful 
^oduct to bis commanding ofE«r, at Saodoway, in Atracan, 
in August iSa6. Oa Captain Aire, of the 64th Native InfantTy, 
for repeated absence from parade and writing disrespectful 
letters to hJs comraaiiding officer, at Agra, on the 7th Decem¬ 
ber, 1836. On Captain Mercer, of the 35th Native Infantry, 
for insubordinate conduct to his superior officer, and showing 
want of respect towards the brigradier, at Meerut; and 
on Paymaster Wildey, of H, M. 4th Light Dragoons, for 
conducting himseff in an insolent manner before a court of 
ioquity held at Kaim, on the srst September, 1826; in all but 
one oT the last four cases the Commander, in-Chief made some 
pungent remarks on the conduct of the courts for the leniency 
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Ihey had shown toward* I he accost d in Utoir awards^-Hi 
reprimand txiDg the usual senteaco. 

On the igtb NoveTnbrr, iBsg, at a court-martial held at 
Cawnpore, Lieulcnant Tordeler^ of the 4II1 Natjire Infantry, 
was sentenced to be hanged, for having '■ fired a loaded pistol, 
or two loaded pistols, at Lieutenant Philip Goldney, of the 
same regiment, with intent to murder the said Philip Goldirey-** 
From the evideoce it appeared that the acensed was corsed 
■with an irritable temper, which had been greatly iiggra%‘ated by 
the behaviour of hia fellow officers. The Commander-in-Chief 
in his remarks on the finding of the court says—" His 
ExceVlenty has observed a spirit of hostility towards the 

unfortunate prisooer from hb brother oflicers, little calcuJatod 
to subiiue or soften his unhappy and irritable temper. That 
they should withdraw from familiar and friendly intercoarse, is 
accounted for, but His Excellency conceives there is nn 
asperity in the notice of the acts of Liculctiant Torckler 
not measured with their actual offence, but aggravated by 
recurrence to past events with which they had no connesion; 
events which had beco decided on by admitted authority, and 
over which oblivion might justly have been extended: the 

operation of such a conviction on the mind of the pmooer ia 

evinced in his eidamation after the atrocious deed, '*thnt 
desperation had driven him to it" Taking into eonsidcraiion 
all the dtcumstaijces attending the case of this unhappy man, 
the Commaodcr-in-ChlBf ia willing to ealcnd to him the 
powers of mercy which are entrusted to him, and in that 
feeling remits the sentence pronounced.*' He was ihetefore 
diamiwed the service and sent home, This is the first instance 
that we have observed where an had been adjudged by a 

MrrViVory court to death by hanging. 

A very extraordinaiy scene occurred at Delhi io tfljf. 
Ueutenant Talbot, of the Sth Native Infantry, had been tried 
by court'ioartial for an alleged iosult towaxd the wife, of 
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Lieutriiaot ft^niScLy, on wliicli charge h* had honorably 

acquitted. Shiirtly after the acquittal of Ueutenant Talbot, 
U'hilc he waa sitting as a guest in the [n«ss.roO(it of the 1st 
Nati« tafantry, a SEmnger, habited ja a foragiog cap and 
military surtout, entered the apartment, and, standing behind 
hi* chair, altempted to discharge ti^o pistols at his head both of 
which were afterwards discovered to liave been heavily loaded 
which buck shot. Fortunately both missed lire. Alans was 
given, and the gentleman who sat next Ueut. Talbot, starting 
up, sciicd the assaaairt, and both falling together over some 
hookahs, to the surprise and consternation of aJi present, the 
voice of Mr*. Ramsay betrayed her disguise, and in the supposed 
officer they beheld a disappointed and leveogefuj woman. 
She was aeked, whilst sitting in. the chair, how she ascertained 
precisely Mr. Talbot’s enact position at table? She said, she 
saichitn tbioogh the chink of the outward door; adding, that 
she bad first gone to the mess of the Bth regt., bgt not finding 
Lieut. TaUmt there, she came over to the mess of the ist regt. 
She also said that, on the evening preceding, she had been to 
(be fith mesa, to look for Ueul. Talbot, but there were only 
two officers there ; Lieut. Taibqt was not one of them. She 
likewise said that she had determined to take Lieut. Talbot's 
life from the moment he had attempted to embrace her. and 
nijp her chariiiciter. 

A court-martial was held at Madras on the iSth February, 
1830, on Captain FulJarlon, of the tytli Native [nfantry on a 
most ettraordinary charge, that be " when in the disguise of a 
postman, at a masked ball given by the Honorable James 
Taylor, Esq., member of council, delivered to Mrs. Elisa 
Macleane, the wife of Major Thomas ifacleane, of the Euro¬ 
pean Regiment, and SecreUfy to the Military Board, an oped 
writing, scutriJously and abusively addressed, thereby deli- 
berately and intentionally offering insult to a lady." He was 
ftmmi gudty of griing the letter, but was acquitted of being 
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cogai2ant of tht contents of the writing, ond (lenco was 
acquitted of the graver oRence of knowingly offering the insulli 

Beating and maltreating natives seem to have been rather 
a favorite amusetnent with the officers of the antty« if we may 
judge from the following remarks of the Court of Directors, 
dated 3rd March, ifiag, on the trial of Cornet Courtny Charles 
Ferrers t-— 

'•From this paragraph, and from your military letters of 
tltc I3tli July, 1817 [para, 15], and aand Frb., [para. 16] 

wc observe that Cornel FerreiB has been no leas than four 
times since bis arrival in India, in j 82S, brought to trial by 
court-martial; that he has been twice sentenced to be dlsmiiSRl 
the service, though the sentence was remitted, and that on more 
that one occasion, it was proved he had beaten and maltreated 
the naitvea In a most shitneful and oulrageoua manner. 

“\Ve must eipress our strong disapprobation of tie 
unjustifiable lenity of the sentence passed on Cornet Ferrers by 
the courUmartial of which LieuL-CoL Brodic was president, 
and our concurrence in the censure passed by the Commander.. 
in-Chief on the proceedings of that court, and we desire that 
these our sentiments be published in Coneral Orders to the 
army. 

"In conformity with the resolution contained in our 
military letter of Uie t4th April, 1813, that we should 'dismiss 
from oar service every ofilcer who sliaJI be proved to have been 
guilty of cnielty to any native, either by violently and illegally 
beating or otherwise maltreating him,' we now direct that 
Comet Ferrers be discharged from oor service and sent to 
England without delay," 

It so happened that, pending the decision of the lion. 
Court Comet Ferrers had been dismissed the service by the 
sentence of a fifth court-martUI. assembled to try bim for 
subsequent offences, 

3d 
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THE I^IVATE SOUiJEfi. 

Jn jkJi old 3rd rather curious volume of travels in India* 
etiUUcd "Account of the Trade in India* bjr Charles Lockyer/* 
published io 1711, ive find a notice of the "gijji room crew," 
aa the artilierjT men in the garrison at Wadins were called in 
tho^ days, wilb the rates of pay received by the different 
grades, "The ganiflon," he writes, "consists of about jjo 
European soldiers at ninety-oor/rr™ per month, 

and 300 topazes or black mongrel Portuguese at fifty or fifty- 
two faoams a month- The gun room crew is about twenty 
experienced Eoropeans to manage fhe guns at too fanams per 
raanth. The captains are paid fourteen pagodas per month, 
ensigns ten pagodas, seigeants Eve pagodas and corporals the 
same pay as the gyn room crew. Chief gunner of the inner 
lort fourteen pagodas; gunner of the outworks twelve pagodas ■ 
and the,r mates in proportion." These rates of pay appear to 
be snfficiently Ijbcral. seeing that at that tima the Governor of 
Madras had only £300 per annum salary, and £100 gratuiiy; 
the coune.Ifors had from £roo f £40 annum. Senior 

merchants drew £40; junior merchants £30; factors £151 
and writers £5. , -v j 1 

Gar,ix,n orders by the G.vex-nor^Gentriil, dated DeexM- 
her 34. ryp—The following copy of the yand para, of a letter 
from the Hononbir Court of Directors, of the Sth July lajit is 
directed to be published for the tnfomiation of any b^ds ^hat 
may hereafter be appointed to examine recruits from Europe;— 

Pam. faad-u Every precaution h taken to prevent 
improper recruits being sent out, After having been approved 
of Company's Inspector, the recruits are again 

by a FieW Officer appointed by Hi, Majesty, and s..h men 

raUhebT^ k ^ we therefore desire, 
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Tbc CDndilloD of the private EdldJer is better m India than 
i^h any other cotintiy. Be is better paid there than clscwherej 
and on the whole ia well cared for. In India too^ there is nearly 
always the great thano oi active service cither in #£t# ^fr in 
^sse^ And moreover a man is intelligent and steady, he has 
a chance of employment away from his regimentr which may 
place liim in a posaition far above that to which he could^ under 
ordinary circumstances^ aspire at home. The Indian climate is 
ilic great drawback; hut afi more attention comes to be paid to 
habits o( life adapted U> the country the soldier*s condition will, 
no doubt, improve in a sanitary point of view. &iuch has 
already been done to improve it^ and his life is now far more 
pleasantn and more prohtable to himaejf and to the state, than it 
used to he- The life of the soldier is^ in £act, 50 valuahle in 
India, that every measure is politic and useful, as well as 
humajict wl^ch tends to ieogtlicn or improve it. 

TUere is much dillknUy, dspccialiy in India, where the men 
mUBt remain within doors during the long hot days of tlse 
gtiDinier months^ in providing sufficient and suitable occupation 
for thier leisure hours, when they are not 00 duty. The long 
dreary day h spt^nt by them in ILslkss idlenesej unlesB^aft 
often happens, the aitractiorts of the bazar prove to& great for 
thenit in which case disease and crime speedily bring them to 
the hoE^pital or to the guard-room- From time to time varioiia 
devices have been proposed for the ameMoratioo df ilie condi¬ 
tion of the soldier in this respect At one of the stations ift 
Upper India a few officers many years ago exerted themselves 
in eslahlishifig a sodetyj. for the purpose of aifordtng soldiers 
on opportunity of self-imp rove men t in various braoehea of 
education, and in the rudimctiU of science- * In a room in 
barracks appropriated for the purpose, lectores were given from 
time to time upon such subjects as were deemed best adapted 
to the capabilities and tastes of ihe meop and the result was 
that in IntereBt in the society ivas cvldenlly established among 



THE GOOD OLD DAYS OF 


260 


them- The audience graduHlly increased, and the originators of 
the scheme had stwn the aatisfacUon to see not a few soldiers, 
who had hitherto heeii consUnt treqaentera of the canteen and 
the haiar, cease thefr visits to these places, and become 
amongst the most regular attendants at tlie ctasses that had 
been fonactl far iimtuaJ 

In every regiment there b generally a regimental school¬ 
master. and aasLsUiit school master, whose instruction the 
rccrmts are reijulred to attend, and matiy others attend volun¬ 
tarily. Abo in most regiments there b a library, and reading 
room, to which all who can read generally subscribe, and to 
which the Government contributes. When we read the letters 
constantly publbhed in newspapers, and written by non¬ 
commissioned officera and privates, it b impossible not to 
that there miiat he wefJ educated persons, of much iuformarion 
Md good sense, who pass their time contentedly in barrack life. 

IS ttiem dies« UbraricB must be an un^pealtabk blcs^iog. 

Gardens, attached to the barraclts, both afford a pleasant 

occupation and enable the men to provide a little variety in the 
shape of vegetables and Fruit for their mess. Games and sports 
and athletic eMreises of all kinds are also kept up in every 
fttanon dunng the told weather, and arc encouraged by the 
officers, and much appreciated by the men. Thcatrieab also 

form a fund of amusement when oul-of.<la<ir games cannot be 
ipdulgfd in, 

WJiile attached to hb troop at Meerut (1843), Major Eyre 
originaied what b believed to have been the first " Soldier's 
club" ever established in India. It had for its object the 
suppression of drunkenness by providing for the soldier, when 
off duty, the means ol sober and auilahle recreation and 
refreshment. For tJiia purpose Eyre hired a house conveniently 
situated to the barracks, which with the aid of his broUier 
ofneera, and of small monthly subscriptions from the members, 
he fitted up with suiUble furniture, and supplied wilh books, 
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magaiines atid popabr ; and where lea. toffee and other 

harmlMS beverages coolH be obUinrd when wanted. U soon 

became popular among the nmn. and contributed greally to the 
reduction of crime amo^st them. The value of such clubs Uiw 
now been generally fMOgnised, and they are conunon in every 
military station in India. 

It would appear from the following order, that nor 
European troops were too well fed at some staUons--*' U 
appearing {says the order under date ajrd November, iSay) 
from the proceedings of a special commitlee of etperienced 
officers of His Majesty’s and the Hon. Company’s Berrice, 
convened at Fort VViiliam, For the purpose of mstUuUng 
arrangements for bettering the condition and promoting the 
comforts of the European soldiery, that the rations dLslributed 
at full liAtta staUori'i so Far exceed what is requisite as to prove 
ID some respects injurious to the men, whilst at the half-hatta 
stations the daily allowance oi provisions is barely adequate 
for their support, the Govemot-^cueral in Couficili at the 
recommendation of the committEe, has been pleased to fix 
upon a medium of issue applicable to the circumstance* of 
European troops in quarLers at all stntions under the Bengal 
presidency.'^ 

Government satictigned the establishment of an experi- 
mental convalescent depot ** in the bills bordering on the 
Dcyrah Doon. to which” says an order, dated camp Jcllalabad 
24th DecembcTt 18271 ^'European soldiers may be gent for a 
change of climate during the hot season.'^ Major Brutton of 
the nth Light DragoonSf was appointed to the command of 
the detachment proceeding to the convalescent depot at 
Musoorec ka Tibba*" 

In an order dated 7th Decembetp iS2^, we read that the 
Honorable Court ** have resolved that the system which prevails 
in Hb Majesty** service p of furnishing a Bible and Book of 
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C^mrnpxi Pr.y.r .o ..^17 .oldkt who cat, read ,,ball be 
cjtierded to tlie Ejropean brand) of onr army." 

Thr harbaroM punishmeni of tie Uab appears to have 
..fiicted to its foiled „teot .iil the yL *8,3 u" 

senteoce i"" cat^f.nine.tails, were awarded by 

entente 0 coort-martial at Tridtioopofy in ^Wn.he^, ,8,/ 

The culprit wa^ a private of tie datb Foot and .I k 
tireatrni..g to ai«jt bis commanding officer,' There 

«menS7o ^^gi^ient being 

the private mentioned in the ladrid 

m order that he might carry his threat into eaecntion. 

At Agra on the hth November, ifiaS. a addier of the rst 

... Ztid^.“7b:Zf .“l 

senteoced to twelvemonths' r ?«"'**!>he i* 

fnrr > solitary confioepi^nt in the Aaro 

fort. . p«„..h»,.„, ^ ‘ 

r j.:r :rr " -“-szz'z' 

„d„ „r;z ‘ 

** 1 . instbardinatJon, offering vioJeoce to 

di-^acefaJ o«U. U 
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lo 1j-£hea. Before tliqt tho brut^liSLcig effectjif of 

excesalire flogging in th« army had l>eguii to- be perceived by thr 
British pubLici and FarUaiiieDt had liken up the siibjrcL 

On the 25th June^ ifliS a private of the nanie pf Jojee, of 
the jSUi Foot^ was tried and convicted of attemptini^ the Jife 
cif one of tlie ofHcf rs ol hls regiment^ by prcEentiog his piece 
at hinip and dravring the trigger^ when the priming burnt in the 
pan^ He wai; sentenced to be shot- The man was at the time 
in a state of intoaicatipn^ and to prevent for the [uture the 
commission of simUar criqies^ the Comutander-in-Chief (Lord 
Combermere) directed that '' iit ad cases where ^ soldier may 
lie disenvereil to have eifcecded the bounds of Bobriety* be may 
be placed in conrinement and kept there until lie U pcrfoLtly 
f^stored to reaton^'' 

Iti April, iSi6wehrid two instatices where -toldiem were 
schtenced to lnvosportation to Botany Bay for desertidn. 
These are the earLieEt cases we have seen of soldirri being 
sent to Lliat convict settle in i^rLt front India. 

Descrtzofi from the army would appear to have been 
very frequent In one Issue of the that of the nth 

April, 1816, we have courts-martial held on sixteen men w'ho 
had deserted From thetr corps^ some while on artive service 
Four of these men were sentenced to receive Boa lashes each, 
Sind a sepoy ^50 loshesv 

In an order in 1793, the Governor-General oetices that "a 
considerable number of the European soldiers are employed by 
individuals In different parts of the country, in distant stations, 
and in dcrupations Incompatible with the duty of a soldier, and 
tnconuiatcni with the character of a person receiTihg military 
pay from the Hon'bte Company; and being convinted that 
practice of permitting soldiers to be «o employed is highly 
dctriinental in the discipUne of the corps from whicSi the men 
have been withdrawfi,“ Hie Excellency orders the ducontioti* 
ance of the practice. 
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Widow's! oE were entitE^d ta pensions from the 

Military Fund — Genar-jxl fitter c/ ike C^uri cf 

Dire^i^rs^ dai^d Sth ^795'—*'Aa wc find by your suh- 

sequent advrices that you have come to a resolndoa oE granting 
ti'atrafits to fiEl cotidLictorii of ord nance not holding commisstaifis % 
which resolution, for the reason stated in the proceedings nf 
the Military Board p hiLs met with our appro bail on, the widows 
of persons of this desciiption are now become enLilEed to the 
pen^iun from the MiliLaiy Fund.'* 

Sn instances where soldiers^ wl^’^es become w'idoprs, and 
which are of very frequent occurrencep they know that the 
Government allowance will only be contitiued to them for six 
monthiiaftcr their husbands'death, and that at the cxpiratioii 
of that period one of two alterrLatfves awaits thefn—either to 
be left utterly lidthout the means of obtaining oven the barest 
oeceisfarjes of Izfe^ or marry. Under nucH circumstaacesj love 
or regard for the object of their choke ii considered to be by 
BO means necess^': in fact there is loo good reason to bclieirG 
that when soldiers arc affected with tedious jllnea&t which fmtn 
its nature appears likely to terminate fatally, the affectbiiate 
wives of their bosom are even then taking steps caJculaied to 
render their period of mourning and widowhood as short as 
circtimstanccs will permiL 

The children of soldiers obtain a pecuniary allowance fro® 
Government^ hut its condrtians deserve a few remarkSi Smal] 
as it is, they only ncctiwc it tintil they reach the mature age oi 
fourteen year 5 when the boys have no alteroative but to rnls^^t, 
unless, as somcLimes happrriis, they obtain appcnliceship!i in 
the Subordinate McdlcaJ Department. The girls, however, leas 
fortunate than they^ have only one of three alicmalives— 
namely,, to become ^nves, and in due ttfoe mothers, at an age 
when nefthcr their bodily formatiDn nor their mental develop- 
ment fit them for the fuocGons, duties, and responsibilities they 
arc caUed upon to perform ; secondJy, if icy have the alter natiire 
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of starving and djrtag oF v^ant—^d thirdly, that sid and 
trmble resort of the sbandoned of their sex, to minister to the 
depraved pu^iona of the debaiichee. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The ^ItowEnces by the Court to widows of deceased officers 
in the Cotnpautiy'a aervicOi seem to have been very smalJ io 
the earliest days of the Company's rule, in a despatch to the 
Courts dated August lo^ 174S1 we find the following:—^' Mrs* 
Catherine Hamiltoi^i relict of our late CofomaDdanti petitioned 
tis on the lyth June for ao altowaoce for herself and family, 
which we took into consideration the aGtb, and tfaea ordered 
the Btiiejr to allow her the same as the widow of Major Hunt 
Tcceivedj namelyt KSi 35 per mensenL” 

The first company of Bengal Artillery was raised in tJ49^ 
It consisted of one captain I one second captain^ one captain- 
ficulenant and three tieu tenant fireworkers; iaur sergeaiitsj four 
corporalsi three dmmmerat and one bundred gunnerfi. 

Rs, 416^.450 was the amount of prbe money divided among 
the captors of Cbimsurah in Julyi tySt. 

Three regiments of infantry were raised in Eoglaodf ia 
< 793 f request of the Honorable Company for the evefitual 

service of the Company in fodiat but to remain during the war 
that was then raging between England and France^ ** at the dk~ 
pdsaE of His Majest/s Govemmentt to serve in Great Britun or 
treland, or to the Island of Jersey^ Gaemscyi Alderney oc Sark.* 

The Bririsb troops having been engaged to quelling a 
dangerous Insuirectiod in Oude In the lerritorics trf the Nawab 
Vizier, the ^fawab was pleased to request that bis fbanks may 
be conveyed to them in public orders, and as n further reward 
for Ihetf itnpoTtant and benefida! service to hm, be has 
presented the Resident at Lucknow Rapera eleven lakhs (Rs- 
rt^^oQo) fof, and in behalf of GoTemmentj wfUi Ida earnest 
wish that tbe Uonorabk the Gmrdor 43 eeKml in C^ndJ wUl 
i4 
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accept the sarae and opproprlale it as a danation to Iht army la 
such proportfan as he may think lit." The trisheif of the 
hTawab were duly earned out in 1795. tn a subsequent notice 
We team that in additioa to the above handsoine donation the 
Nawab Vizier presented the sum of one lakh of rupees to be 
divided among ilie widows of the rammissioaed officers who 
fell in tbft acltorip 


o o 


The respective shafts to the army from the above dopation 
ol His ExceJlcncy the Viiier were as foUaw^:— 

.. ... Rs.fMoo 

Lieiltenant-cdanet^ ^u^ton-general and 
paymaster 
Major 

Captain^ surgeon, commissary ordnance „ 

Liciirenajit^ surgeon and gram 


t3*iao 

9,840 


Q 

O 

D 


O 

Q 

O 


agent 
lieutenant fireworker 
Conducton of ordnance 
European sergeants 
Do, privates 


3 . 6^4 

131a 

aiH JO 
109 5 


o 

Q 

a 


o 

0 

o 

8 

4 


JA««/« ff/ Cfiutictf jif iAt Milimry DeparirntnU May 
> * 795 ’^ Agfefid at the rccommendab'on of the 

Commaodet.iu.Chief that the allowance of three rupees per 
mensem, granted for each chUd belonging to the European 
so lens of the flonorabJe Company's troops, be extended to 
those of the King s troops serving at the presidency." 

hthf G9v£r»9r.Gengrat, dated Fort 
th *, it"*'* ^ 7 * >795'—"The priBoners haring represented. 

■“"i- » 

* ' tliem with such aHiclu tta they may 

r'lnd t '*1. Ha gatTiaaa a,Lot 

the icth July^ 1794 -^ 

The Commanderdn-CJiief proceeded to the upper stations 

o the army “on the pubUc service** in the latter part of June, 
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18011 and the lollDwing -escort was allowed to accompany 
him :—** A guard of one mibadar* two ha^ildarSt two oaidu, 
and fifty sepoys* irom Barrack pore. TJie guard to be relieved- 
by one of e-qual stjength at tbe interTntdiale stations. 

Tlie Court of Directors, desirous or alofding "every 
reasonable encooragetnent to the officers to cslobliih regular 
regimental messes,, is pleased to aulborise the allowanre of 
Sonat Rs. 150 per mensem” for all messes tstabbahed by the 
general orders of the 8th May, 1806, "for each regiment of 
European cavalry of infaritry in the service of His Majesty or 
tbe Hori'blc Company, wben actually mafchitig or in the field in 
which messes had been, or might afterwards be established * 
for tbe purpose of providing for all expenses attending tlie 

accammodatioo of those messes;" the same allowmace to be 
drawn also when in cantonments^ Sonat Rirpees I 30 were 
aulhonsrd " fqr each regiment of ncitive eavalry and each 
batUlion of native infantry” under similar dreumstances- 

The first notice of the UM ol iffiHrS for European troops 
we have in an order by the GovemDf*Ge!ieraf, dated loth 
Marchp 1807^ wherein HU Eicelleticy directs "that the number 
of tatties to be in future provided for each building be restricted 
la half the number of apertures (doors or wjndoiv;s] in sach 
building: ♦ * * * that no more than one bheeaty and ooe 
cooly be pasiicd for watering two UttJes/' Ac. It would appear 
however that these canveniences had been used for yeun 
before^ though we have not came upon any earlier notice of 
them. 

A general relief of the troops ^crvitig under tbe presi¬ 
dency -of Bengal ivas appointed to take place in the cold 
weather of i8og. ThU is the first intimatton we have seen 
in llie papers of a Gentra/ relief ol troops- His Majesty^a- 
a4th Dragoons and tbe 17th Foot> were ordered to proceed 
to Ahtraf, which now became a i tali on for European tcoops 
instead of Sccundrabad and Muttra . ^ 
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The removaj of the head qqartera of the station of Chonar, 
from the fortresfi of Choaar to Secrole near Beoaret, took place 
in August, iSog. 

" Gen^rai OrJers by tht Hon^rabls iht Vke-Fresident in 
Caandl, Fort Wiitiam, i JtA Stptrmber, iSoq, The HonorabJe 
the Vice-PreaLdentin Council» placed to deteraiine that only one 
tatde be io futme allowed for a tergeant's bungalow. (Sd.) J. 
Adah, Acting SecrcLiry to Government, Military Depnrtinent.’* 

By an order by the Commander-in^iniief, dated utb 
October, i8io," Clubs and queuea" were abolished in all rank* 
ol the army, and " the hair is io future to be cnt dose to the 
neck j no powder to be worn oq duly," 

Tweoly^oar lads were taken by order of fjoTernmeot from 
the Upper and Lower Orphan Schools, in Jane, 1813, to servo 
sa compounders and dressers; they were to receive a medical 
education in the Hospital? and bad an opportunity gireo 
them of rising to be Sub-AssJstaat Surgeons in the Medical 
Department. Ten youths were placed in the GeneraJ Hospital, 
Calcutu, ten at the garrison hospital at Chunar and four at the 
General Dispensary, 

The Governor-General, in an order dated 35th July, 1813, 
aothorfsed "a bounty of siaty-four sicca rupees to be paid to 
every foreigner (Frenchmen eacepted), who may enlist to the 
HooTiffl Company’s artillery or infantry for a term of five yeam.” 

The new barracks were completed at Dum-Diun in the 
middle of 18(3, and occupied hy troops in November. 

In an order dated Port Williamp 23rd September, t8t3( 
Major^neial Biair notices the inattentipn paid by officers 
to their dress tn public :—■* Major-General Blair having had 
OC^OD to notice the total inattention which has lately been 
paid by officers at the presidency to genenJ orders on the 
subject of dress, he feels bioudJ under the occesaity of 
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enfQrdpg ibe ilncle^t pbcdkocc in Future it> tbe tegulatioitfi of 
the service OP tbis hcad^, tb« neglect of nbkb not escaped 
the obsenratiop of His Excellency the CommaDdcr-in^Chlcf. 
The major-general will bold cominanditig ofBcen of corps 
stationed at the presideiicy responsible for the dres$ oF the 
ofbeers attached to their respective batta1ionS| and should any 
officer on leave of absence appear in public except ip the upi- 
form of bin regiment or official rankp be shall immediately be 
ordered to quit the presidency without any reference to the 
business which may have brought him to Caicutta^^ 

From the following order it would appear that some funny 
things were done io order to get over the trouble of acccuntlp^ 
for stores belonging to the Honorable Company:—We observe 
it statedj^’ say the Court of Directors in a letter to the Indian 
Govemmentp under date the 3i?E December^ tSi3» in the report 
of the 27tb June above quoted^ that the unserviceable muskel 
barrels, bayonets and ramrods, had been thrown into the river, 
instead of having been brought on the anenaJ books, and idd 
as uDserviceable storeSp having previously been rendered uaeleaa 
for dl mtlrtary purposes. As these articles are intrinsicaUy ol 
some value merely as onwitjughl iron^ or steelp we direct that 
they in future be broken up and sold by public auctioD, for 
whaiever can be obtained for them, in the state of rough metaj 
only.'* Somebody must have been making 1 tidy little fortimo 
by the artictes aatd to have been thrown into the river 

The military autboridesp as early as iBaa, showed their 
sway nver builditigs within eantonaietit boundaries, vide the 
following announcement by the Military Boards under date yth 
March With reference to an advertisemeiit which hna 
appeared tn the Calcutta [oumals for the disposal by lottery of 
certain estates^ so described within the military cantonment of 
CawDpore, the Military Board deem it Et to be notified, as a 
caution to the pubtic, that the building ma^rials so situatedi 
can alone be disposed of or liaiisferTtii 1^ tndirMiiaJs i the 
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gTOiind hiring the property of tlie isuie, and not aHenable by 
such afraxigcmciiL in uny 

Thc! ComtmsnEler-iri-^Chief, having noticed the unmilitaiy 
drc$s in which officers had indulged, issued an order under 
dale 50th Novembefi 1827, on the subject of tbeae *' fanciful 
deviation it” in the following words While jackets ind white 
cravats are forbidden to be worn by an officer at any time out 
of quarters, ^nd he is strictly prohibited from appearing publicly 
in any other dress than is authorised by the feguktions of llic 

service. Silk or empe j^icbcts or trousers are also ptohibiu-d : 

broadcloth heing the established material of which officers* 
clothing is to be madeaJI deviations from established 
regulation, whether in qaality or fashion, are prohibited.” * ♦ 
* * ** Should oflirem disregard these orders and appear again 

in white cotton Jackets^ or fancy clothiug of any tind^ the 
Commandcr-in-Chief will prohibit the ihell jacket and forage 
cap being wont, and ordur tbera to appear at all limes in the 
□nifomi estabibhed for the parade ” A month after, (hiu order 
was so far modified, that, *^in consideration of the climate” 
officers of all arms were permitted f except whun dressed for 
duty or on parade) ” to wear white trausers in dress and 
undress throughout the year.” 

The GaTernment sanctioned the hire of a house in an tdry 
part of Chowringhee for the accommodation of sick officers 
who came to the presidency for the beneril of their health. 
The pennission to visit CaJcutla for this purpose was grantedp 
«cqit in special cases, from month, to month on the report of 
the medical ofliter in charge of the institution, "fhe house that 
waji chosen was situated M the comer of Middleton street,* 
leading into Park street. This sanitarium was discontinued 
frtiiii the 1 st Mamh, i329'> -iind all sick oflicefu were ordered toi 
be accommodated with quarters to Fort VVillianij and to receive 
professional attendance from the fnedkal staff of the garrison. ‘ 


* Auuamiitiy AdiJkltetoo Jltm iM n^Mi 
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This canteen syfitem wai intrDJuced into the Itidiiin army 
hy an ordEr dated March iiSp tSaS. 

The ^at gun taken ar BhiiftporcT and prts^:iiteiJ ic^ His 
Majesty hy Lord CotnhcnncreT at tlic clo^^e af iSaS* was placed 
by order of Hia Majesty in front of the barracks at WooJwich. 

The Hoa'bic the Court of Directors esanctioried the 
establishment of regimental schools in the different European 
regiments in their service in the early part of for the care 

and instrucUoEi of children of the non'commissioned 0 nicer* 
and soldiers, and for tlit benefit of such of the men as nuglit 
wish to avail themselves of the institution. 

On the 31 St Ararch^ rS^o* an officer, Lieutenant K- (hhi 
iLame ia iiot given) of tlie Queen's Royals at Poonah, sUtrted La 
walk mnctcea miles in four hours for a wager of 1500 rupcejs. 
He accomplished the feat with fifty-live seconds to spare* 

ft may be interesting to leatn that the great gun of 
Beejaponi: wm fired in Januajyi otic hundred and fifty 

years since it !iad been dischargecS by Aurungzebe :—The gua 
was On tie south west bastion of the city of Palmyra in the 
Deccaa; k WiiS chained by order of the Raja w^lth forty seers, 
(alKiut roo lbs. {>Dwdcr}j and fired yesterday evening al stntscL 
The powder, from its coarse qnalitji threw forth an iinmtin^se 
volmme of smoke^ wliicb was truly gtajid, although the report 
W'as weak in comparison to w^aa expected^ perhaps equal to 
that of a forly-tw'Ci pounder. The gOP shook ll-ie frame and 
rebounded on the wall withmit any injury* Thia ctrcumstance 
excited a df^gTcc of sensatibn amongst the inhabitants {to^oob) ; 
many Imd left tbdr hoDsCB wdtlv their farnilieB, ten and fifteen 
miles t Md every Bimyraili shut pikj shop, fctirifigp from itfl walls* 
The murzk of Uie gun has the figure of a lion’s head, nil It an 
elephant walking into ks mouth. The dtmetiifionS| inside I wo 
feet» and outside four and a half feet; its length twelve feet and 
a quarter ; throughout inside chamber feurteca behes; diameter 
five fed'^ 




CHAPTER XIV. 


LAW AND JUSTICE, 


ESTAaLfSHUENT OF COURTS. 

A C1)U«T, c»TOtingo( a mayor .lid Jdmnen rras obib- 
bahtd la 1 , 27 , "id administoiad Britfah law to BritUli auhiccu 
la a 1.00S2 bam by Mr. Bomthia, „„„ aftyr n, ohanar arriaad, 
wbiaI, a« thao aJkd ,ba Coun Hooae, aad iba remambaiaaa of 
wbioli sliU aomves bi tba aliaat, wbidi aflat Iha Japaa of moi, 
l^.boadiadmi 6lly ya„a, i, J« aiUlad Old Coort Ho«o 
MiMt From the datinoa of cba mayor and ddaratea, an 
weal lay to the Preaidenr io Coooai], aod the two bodia, were 

'**' k’ *1 "* donataot activity and colliatod. Tbo 

maiuc,,»l, SacJ. civi) mid criminal aBairo of the town, a, fa, a. 

by advilian. 

be coTriTic bit the moaopoUe, 

“«• “ ««■* "11, laabwa. 
P«?dlt L ^ •bb “"‘"C, by die 

»ftro ™ tT^ ^ suiamuy and his deowog final. He had 
lic^wernf Smog, Bogging and imp,i«,oi,g. He wa. iad„ 
and eolloctor; and be L cooaeeorti, 1 

Wtoo.'led*"”"' *“ 

complete hia beloteaanea. all fh. bitSOW! "“I Io 

*T Jj^ooo rupees a y&r with 2 
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percentage on the Fanns^ which inay have given him half 
much mors. He was alwayti involved in trade, From which ha 
drew an income of ten times the value of his salary^ Such was 
the munldpal government of the town oF CaFcotta in 1745. 

The East India Company was odginally simply a company 
of merchantSp empowered by a charter granted by Queen 
EliEabethp tn the year 1600, to trade to the East Indies. 
In t66i they obtained anthoKty from parliarnciit to judges 
according to the laws of England, all persons living under them 
in their settlements. By two subsequent charters, respectively 
granted in *683 and 16S6, the company was authorized lo erect 
courts of justice for the trial of oBfenceSp committed both by sea 
and land, aocording to the Engtish law* and the courts thereupon 
established, continued to eaercisc the powers assigned to them 
till the year 1 765, when they were superseded by couits estab¬ 
lished under the Naiim of Bengal, which wrere supertniendedi 
though very imperfectly^ by the English heads of Factories. 
Furthe r legislative powers were conferred by the charter of 1773. 
This charter declared the Governor-General in Council competent 
to make rules and regulations for the good order and civil 
government of the settlement of Fort William; and ihc 
judsdiction of the Supreme Court extended to all persons within 
the town of Calcutta, os well as to British subjects resident in 
any part of Bengal, BehiLr, and Orissa^ 

The Supreme Court, which was instituted in 1774, **to 
protect natives from oppression, and to give India the beneRls 
of English law/* h described by Mackintosh (writing in 1775) 
in the following trenchant style:—The present mode of 
administering justice, under the sanction of a British Act of 
Parbament, in Bengal, is a subject which calls loudly for public 
attention and speedy relief. This dreadful evil threatens the 
rirtinction of the British power and property in India. 
Corruption hath usurped the sacred seat of justice, and, shielded 
by the power of a venial gqveramentg hath held quiet pos&essioci 
35 
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of this station for #ix Imgering jrcans, tt^ont ctcb tile veil 
of h^-pocrisy to $baf}e the l^orrors of oppre^^iciq and ravage 
vtolende." 

The cstabfishcnent of the Supreme Court m Catcutta 
introdutfid lawyer? irito the metropolis^ to tlie greal loss artd 
sorrow of the natives. ** AaLaticii?'^ writra Lhiia in 1774*1 the 
lawyers The numerous dependants^ which have arrived !n 
the train of the Judges, and of tlie new Commander-iu-Chief of 
the foTceSi will of nourse be appointed to all the posts of any 
emolument^ and 1 must do those gentle men the justice to 
observe, that^ both ill number and capacity they exactly rcsemble¬ 
an army of locusts sent to devour the fruits of Lite eartk'^ 
Hartley House menticins—** No wonder lawyers lotum fmm this 
country Tolling in wealth. Their fees are coprmousi tf you ask 
a siiiglu question on any affair y«u pay down your goid^mohuft 
and if he writes a letter of only three Une&„ bvcnty*eight rupees 1 
1 tremble at the idea of cotning into their bands; for what must 
be the recoveries, to answer such immense charges f You must, 
however^ bu tafonned that the aumber of acting aitomics on the 
court roll is restricted to twelvop who serve an articled clerkship 
of three years only, instead o£ five, as bi England The fee fur 
making a will ts In proportion to iB Length, froni hve goldmohiirs 
upwards; and as to marriage articles 1 should imagine they 
would half min a man, and a process at law be the dt-^truclion 
of both parties. A man of abilities and good addre^ in this 
line, if he has the hrtnness to resist the fashiomibk contagion, 
gambling, need only pass one seven years of liis life at Calcutta, 
to return home in affluent CLTCumstances j but the very nature of 
their profession leads them into gay connections, ajid, having 
for a time complied with the humor of their compajiv, from 
prudential motives, they become tainted and proscciile their 
bane from the impulses of inclination/' 

On the 15th julyt lygj, in the House of Lords, the order of 
the day for the second reading of the India Judicatun: bill 
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having bean inovc^il and read, Mr+ Hotis was heard on the part 
cif ihe East [ndia Company against iL Mr, Rdus stated " tliat 
the CuinpP^y coitsidered the present bLU as a violadoo of the 
spleniD cottipnet entered into between the public and the 
Company on the mnewal of the charter in Thai Lhc 

extension of the courts of judicature was a departure from the 
statute of 1797 ^ hut that what most of all alarmed the Company 
u'as the instilutioti of a Pension List for the judges^ the pension 
to be granted by the Crown^ though payable out of the 
Company'^B rcvcnueSi and at the end of a duration in India at so 
fthort a time as five yearfi, if the servants of the Crown theughi 
Ht to grant thciTL Mr. I^us stated the period of tiie institulion 
and existence of the Supreme Court of Judicature; and saiiJ^ 
though the reason for limiLing the judges to three could not he 
knuivn to him^ yet as it happetit?d in consequence of the death 
of Sir William Jones* that only three Judges had sat for the 
itpace of nileen years together^ there could he no obj^^ctmn to 
having only three judges on the bench of the Supreme Cpurt 
but Llie ohjtrdion. the East India Company felt was to the 
nppropriarion of the salary of the fourth judge to the payment 
of thu pensions in quesLJon. He pointed out the manifest 
difference betwreen the establish men t of the Judges in India and 
their ctfl^iblishmjcntB in England, A puisne Judge in IndLL 
bad a salary of j£6,ooo a year, which was. thriai times as 
much as oil the emotumenis of a puisne iudge in 
minster Hall; and tire supreme Judge hi India had a sahiry 
of j^HjOoo a yearp li had been generally conceived., as for 
the sake of decorum, a judge should in sort live a 

retired life* that the incamc of judges in India vvould, after a due 
time spent in the exercise and diich-iTge nf tJieir duties in Oiat 
country^ not only be sulhci-ent la enable them to return home 
writli a modcratE In come, hut fully competent to their comfort 
and support for the remainder of their Lives, If, howevETj their 
Lordships should think U right ta allow the clause to stanch as 
iaras regarded pcnslonB^ the Conipany earnestly prayed it might 
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and in^rod qf the grant of these pedsiqn;! being 
at the will of tile King s flerrantSi that it might depend upon tbe 
address of either Hotise of Parlxanietit, w'hich they conceived 
would sfoeunc them from the posrfbility oF abuseni^* The measure 
was ievereLy cofiitnenied on at adjqumed meetings of the India 
Hausor held on the 23 nd and a&tli June and lalli July^ and bi 
the Commons on 7th Jmic, 

The Calcutta Court of Requrrsts was Instituted in Cnlcntta 
on tfie 13th March, jSoai. The juriadiction of Uiib court was 
Limited to daUna up to loo rupees, fn case the debtor was 
unable to pay the amount daimed; his goods were to be sold, 
and if the assets therefrom were not stiffidcnt to meet the daimp 
the debtor was to be apprehended and conveyed to "gaol, ther^ 
to remain until he or slve shaJI perJorm such order or decreed* 

The Supreme Court at Madras received its charter as a new 
iniurt of judicature on the 4th SeptembeTp 

BzmEmEs, 

From a Ga£ci£f of the iSth Angustj ijgit we leant lljat the 
sessioua liad just endedp and that several culprils receivud 
sentence—upwards of fourteen were burnt in the hand and 
imprifioned, several were sentenced to stand in the pillory, and 
the rest acquitted." Ako that "'the Portuguese, who vr^ 
convicted of Atcaling a valuiahle diamond dug from the shop of 
Tutloh and Cb . was sentenced to be burnt in the hand, to be 
imprisoned for the term of one month, and then dnscharged^ on 
finding sufTiciunt security that be wull quit the provinces.^' 

On the Tst August, t795i general gaol delivery in 

Calcutta, sentence of deni A was passed on six criminals convicted 
of burglary t Throe meni who had been privates of th* 3rd 
European Battalion, were burned in the hand, and sentenced to 
be imprisoned with hard labor in the House of Correction for two 
years, having been convicted of highway robbery, committed 
on the Esplanade. '^Tliomafl Fomesty, convicted of a mb- 
dciticanori was sentenced to bt! privi^eJy whipped in the goal 
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of Calcutta, and confined one month. Lochum, for stealing 
half a inohur and some silyer Gmatnents, to be publicly whipped 
in the Burra Biiiar, and kept to hard labor in the House of 
Correction for throe months. Connoy Day, for privately steal¬ 
ing a tnohur from the Bank of Hindostan, was senttneed to be 
confined in prison until the loth instant, when Uc I* to be 
conveyed to the south end of the Buna Baiar, and whipped to 
Hie north end, and from thence back again; and then to bo 
carried to the Bousic of Correction, there to be confined and 
kept to hard labor, until the of Jnly, 1796” Those m the 
seat of justice seems to have been bnmotous in their judgments. 

At the Supreme Court, Calcutta, o* the lolh December, 
iSoa, the follovring sentences were passed:—-Joseph Mari 
Leperroosse, for imirder and piracy—death, and that his body 
sh ould be afterwards hung in chains. Byjoo Musealchy, robbery, 
—1 Pauly Stratly, An un detain, and Caloul Kissen, foe 
conspiracy, two years' imprisonment and to stand in the pillory. 
Ranisooitder Sircar, for peiiuiy, to be transported for seven 
years! Ter Jacob Ter Pctnjsc, an Armenian ckrgytnaji, for 
perjury, imprison men t for two years, and a fine of one rupee. 
Imaum bus Golyah, for robbery, transportalJan (or Lite. Thomas 
Narman Morgan for forgery, two years' imprisonment to stand 
in the pillory and pay a fine of one rupee. Choochill, Boxoo, 
Russie and Nyamutullah, for robbery, transportarioi) for seven 
years. The Chief Justice in passing sentence on Margan for 
forgery, observed, *' it was fortunate for the prisoner that the 
law which makes that crime capUalt had not yet been extended 
to tills country; but he had reaMo to believe that ere long it 
would." 

On the isth June, 1803, at the ftcssioiw of Oyer and 
Terminer at the Calcutta Supreme Court, '‘Thomas Shouldbam, 
who had been omvicted of uttering a treasuiy pass, knowing it 
to be forged, was then put to the bar to receive his sentence, 
which was that be should stand once in the pillory, be imprisoned 
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fur tlie term of two yews In the gjjol of CnJcutta. pay a fint to 
tJiL* king: of five thainjaad bicq rupees^ and be imprisoned mitil 
iucli fine be paid." 

On the i^th Junei iS^Op a native wotnau was sentenced by 
ths Supreme Court nf CalcuH.a to *■ stand in the pillory, Vh llh a 
stalecuent of her crime in the English ami native languagcB, anti 
afterwards to be Irdiiaported Id Fnntc of Wales' Island foe 
^ven yea_rs." 

Whni will onr readers think of lire following sentenced 
delivered in the Suprtmn Court of Calcutta on the 4ih 
November. 1804:—“John Madauchlin, found gnilty of man¬ 
slaughter, to be lined one rupee, and imprisoned one month. 
Mahomed Tindal found guilty of man-ulaui^ier. to be lined one 
rupee, and imprisoned one month. Mathew Fames, found 
guilty of man-slaughter, to be lined one rupee, and imprisoned 
one monlh. Thoinas Eldred Sherburne, for forgery, liaed one 
rupee, to stand in the pillory on the i4tJi instant, and imprisoned 
two years, Radeca, otherwise Jesse, for stealing on the high 
seas, to be transported for seven years, and kept to hard labor 
during that period, Mritonjoy Coomar, for robbing the mint, 
ditto, ditto." Verily the crimes of ioigery and theft were 
considered by the legislators of those days mere heinous Uian 
that of man-slaughter. 

On the 17th October, 1805, Henry fnvin. Paymaster of the 
afith Foot, was put on his trial in the Bonibay Court for tlie 
tnunder of Lieutenant John Young of the same regiment, in a 
dntil which took place at Dobud on thu frontiers of Quiscral on 
the ayth March. As ttinre wore many alleviating cireuiiislances 
in the case, and it was proved that the wound in tfie leg had not 
been a moml one, and that death ensued from the deceased's 
own act in removing the tourniquet and the consequent nITusion 
of blood, the jury acquitted the accused. 

On the 4th December, 1S06, Alex, Moore and Jamns 
Dempsey, two soldiers, were tried to the Supremo Court, the 
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former for the murder of Owen Mclniios [O ii due! with roui^kets 
ai \ftithira in Jtiae; and the laticrt for the iruirder of 
Crouly (by boxing) at Allhhabad—they were t>oLli i:onvictt;d of 
man-slaughter. Lieutenant Ryan tried for the nmrder of 
Lieulenant Carry in a duel at C5iwtipcre+ nnd also convicted of 
manslaughter. Jame# Campbell waa tded for maiming a imtive 
woman at Cliunan found guilty and sentenced to dcntli. In the 
above cases Moore wws sentenced to one year's impmonrnent 
and a fine ol 20 rupcirs^ Dempsey to one wcek^s imprtsontneni 
and Bne of one rupee p RyaOt a tine of Rs. loa and imprisoii- 
meni for mx montJis. A Portugue^^e man and a native were also 
convicted of mautaslaughter and anctifenced to be burnt in the 
hand, impriMnment for one year and a fine- 

A rase was tried in the Calcutta Supreme Court on'Lhe lotli 
June,, ifoy, of forgery of a ifcasnry bill for Rs, 2,500 by two 
natives of the nami- of CaUeypershaJ Chattergee and Ramcannoy 
Gho&e. Til is appears to have been the first lUJ^tance where 
natis-cs liad tried their liands at forming iypitB or plaits whence 
to print hitlsj &C-| similar to thcKse issued by Iwika or trtrasuries: 
Hitherto they had been very' akiifu) in altering figure* on 
cicisUiig papers, but thin was the first attempt at printing 
wholesale, and it was done in such an in complete and awkward 
way, that it vras at once detectech The accuiicd went sentenced 
to wo years* imprisonment lu the house of correction and to 
xtand once in the pillory.** 

** Burning in the hand'*^ setrms to have been a very comtnon 
and the usual sentence passed in the Supreme Court of Calcutta 
in 

It waifi a custom in sofne cases? aUOi when a man w^ 
scnleiiced to death, to appeal to » Hb Majesty in Council" 
to whether the B^ntence should not fpe comniutcd. This 
prnctice subjected the culprits to close imprisronment in thn 
condemned cells for a period of almost twelve nionthH before a 
reply could be obtained In one case where the judge passed 
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sentence of impriiSO'nmRnt on two European priBOPierSp oamed 
Afooreaad Khok, for man^slaughLerp he eondudcd by ordering 
that during thdr iraprisonmcnt gaoler will ilbc uudi 

vignance that they do not confitnunirate disgrace to the 

At the Supreme Court in Calcutta^ on the sznd June, iSii} 
Ihe toHowing sentences were passed—(i) Ensign Soady, 
convicted of mon-slaaghteTi a hne of 2 do rupees, and imprison-^ 
ment for one year. ( 3 ) Bindohun Dobccj man-slaughteTp to be 
fatimcd in the hand, and impriB^jnincnt far one year- 1^3] Joseph 
Aloote, and George Kno*, man-slaughtert to be btimed in the 
liandr and imprisonment for one year. (4) Andrew Masberg* 
For an niisault vrilh intent to commit murderp to be imprisoned 
for three years, {5) Will jam Soubisc, for an attempt to set 
hre to a bun^tqw, to be imprisoned for tw'o years. 

On the and hfovemberp 1S131 the following sentences were 
passed:—Privates Bany and Boyle of the 84tli Foot, found 
guilty of highway robbery recti ved sentence of death * 
Rodrigues, found guitty of forging pay abstracts, was senteaced 
to stand in the pllloiy^ two yeara^ imprisOEiinent and a fine of 
300 pagodas. 

A bill for abolishing the punishment of the pillory Wft§ 
passed in juiy 1816. 

On the 2ist Aprils 1838, FukruEi Nksa Begum w'as 
brought up in the Supremo Court at Calcutta, on a charge 
of having caused the death of a slave woman in her service,, by 
beating her with billets of fire-wood \ three of her servants also 
assisting in the deed The case was proved, and the prisoners 
were sentenced to be ^'imprisoned until twelve o'clock 
tomorrow^ and then to be dischargird,*^ Against this lenient 
sentence the Begum petitiODcd+ The petition represefited 
that she view^ed with sudi horror the disgrace of a public 
exposure in a court of justice^ which wafi to her much war^ than 
any punishment the court could inflict on her, that rather than 
submit to it she bad pleaded in Uic hope that no 



honorable JOHN 




iudgTTicnl be passed upon hcTi bill thiil tbe esse migtit be 

sgjit hnnic lo Hi* Msjestyp to whom she would sue for i iiardon. 

Alter bearing thb petition, the ChH Justice ‘*as llie Law 

now Stands, we think it proper tkil the judgment sfjould be 
respited until the result is ascertained of the appeal to the Kmfr 
In Cootia% upan the Begum givir^g sceaxitf to tfie court to 
appear, if riequired, on the laecond duj the second sesslofti ni 
tlw year 1829+ to receh'e judgment*^ 

PUN iSfiM ENTS. 

El was customairy in thiwc days to Icivc cieciiriotis JB spots 
where four roads crossed^ probably with a ^dtiw lo make the 
ci"cnt more impressirvo. For inshiucet iu a trial of a bianilla nian 
for stabbing a latiYe wanian^ tried in Lhc Sopreme Court on the 
loth June, 1807, the priaoner ordered "to tte eicecuteii on 
Saturday, the i^th, ol the four mads whkh meet at the bead of 
fjit l Ba^ar StreeL** 

A novel Ecerne presented on the Hoogbly off CaJemta 
on the t3th December, fBiJ, when five Portuguese were hanged 
for the wUrul murduf of Captain Stewart of the tn order 

to render the bcnefitB of imeb an caaitiple as catenstve and 
salutary os possible amung men ql sbniLv habits and modes ol 
l ife, it was dc tern lined to fig up a gnUow^ on tfec tivef. A pVat- 
form *w?L5 Laid on iwo bhius loiibed together, on which the men 
were conveyed lo tile (urchof boat on wrhich the gallows was 
erected The ships in the river were rcqusaLrd to send eadt a 
bo^ to attend the irieaitbn. " At an early hour/* sayi the 
**lhe preparative gun was Bred, aad tbe yeWow flag iraa 
hoUtcil—the boMats assembled in great Bumbefu and the aide of 
tlji^ river, as well aa the deck^ of tbe neighbortng ships and the 
topti of llic adjoining bouses were covered with spectators- A 
httlu before 9 o'dncfc ilic edmmals anired from thn gwciL under a 
gitard of icp^ at the Old Fort Ghat, and were wxrped off oa 
the plittfonn to the anchor boaL Tlicrc the yards had been 
Lraei^d up different w^ys so as to sepanitt the yard arms 

3^ 
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jufGdcntty; smd aa soon as Ihe fioAt preparations were Rnished, 
the gun was fired, about 2U mlnulee after 9, and the inaleractofs 
Sicre run up at tbt same instant," 

On the 24^ January, rSsIf, ciccuted a Fidcuer who had 
murdered a child, named VV'iUJana Beauchamp at Howrah Ghaut, 
un the a 4 tb of the previous Jidy. The gallows was erected ki 
the open space, called the " school ground." Several thousands 
of natives assembled to see this novel proceeding, but they made 
no attempt at rescuing the man from the hands of justice. The 
body was ordered to be gibbeted, arid the iron cage to contain it 
Vims brought to the-ground in a cart, which followed the criminal 
to the gallows. 

The following description of an execution by hanging, w« ^ 
obtain from Lang's “ Wanderings," and it represents the usual 
mode of carrying out than eiecutintis" When we had arrived 
at the place of execution, a field at some distance frqm the jrtil, 
m which had been erected a tempcniry galJowa, f was surprised 
at not finding a mob. There was no one there hut the culprit— 
W'Jh> was eating as inueh rice as he could and as fast as he could 
--a couple of native polkemen with drawn swords guarding 
himttie jailor, ivho was a Maltomedan, and a Bengalee writer, 
(clerk) who stood witli pen, tnk and paper tn hand, ready to dot 
down the oEScial particulars of the scene, preparatory to their 
being forw'arded to Government according to a certain regula¬ 
tion. ■' fs ever>* thing ready?" said the assiatanl magUtrate to 
the jailor, “Yes, snhih," he rcplkdi “Ijut he has not yet 
finished tiis breakfast." “ In one minute, sahib," cried Ite culprit, 
who overheard the conversation j and hastily taking into his 
stom^h the few grains of rare that remained upon the dish, and 
drinking the remainder of his hall gallon of milk, he sprang up 
and called out “ lyear I" signifying *■ 1 am ready," He was then 
led up to the scaffold, the mrat primitive affair that f ever beheld- 
tf W 3 s only a piece of wood-work tiesembling a large crock or 
crate in which a dinner service is packed for exportation. Upon 
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tilk crock, whldi Wiis placed under tfae beam, he was requested 
ta stand. Having obeyed this orderi the rope was adjusted 
Tdand his neck. Tlie a^istant magjstfate then called out to turn 
in Hlndiislaiiee—Have you any thing Jo say.'* “ Yes, sahib/' 
was tile reply* And he began a long story, false fiofn beginning 
to end, but every word of which the Bengalee writer took down. 
He spoke, and with vehctndnce, for about thirty-five minutest 
when, having stopped, either finally, or to Lake breath, tho 
assistant magistrate gave the signal to the j^lor, by waving hh 
hand. The crock was then pulled from under the luilprit by Um 
two policemen, and down dangled the culprit's body, the feet, 
not more than eighteen inches from the ground'^ 

DIFFlCt/LTY 0F OBTAIDING JUSHCE, 

To show the enonnous expense nttendkig the simplest.: 
action In the Supreme Court, we may instance the case of Dr*. 
Bryce against Mr. Samuel Smith of the Jlurkaru ficvispiapex 
for Ifbcl. It lasted two years, and the defendant was adjudged, 
to pay as damages hundred The plaintilf inoirred; 

a cost of i£n thausand rufeei to carry this case LhrougL Had 
the plaintiff been a comparailvely poor mao, he would hava 
been mined—he would have gone out of court triumphantly 
cleared In Im character, to go into jail, perhaps for life, from;, 
inability to pay his attorn ey*s biU* 

native being dcsiTniiLSr not fong sincev” the 

Ca/cu^fa the 17th August,, (798, fn^tltiRe a suit 

in a court of justice, applied to an attomey, who informed him 
he was already engaged on behalf of his opponent- he, however,^ 
offered to it^commend hinrto a friend, who w ould undcitake hk 
cause with equal rE!adiness and ability, and gave him a note of 
lecomiiienchiiiEin ia him. The cantioos native carried the note 
to a person who could read Enghslu and found it to enutain the 

foUonring adittanitiofi '—* Dear - * I liave killed mj hog, do, 

you kill fours' The hint was not l&sti though iht admomtiaa 
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jnbji^d iU ainv The imrttes comiifctiniAcd dicir nnd 

bwycf^s lost dwtr feM.’" 

Si?VETAl ipsUnces can be metilietied where Calcutta June# 
brought in ** not guilty/' wlu^n Europt'aits wen: delcndant^ in 
of murder or inaltreatmiCDt of natiYOE. On the lutli Junej 
iSri, Macdonald, the mate pf a^usEel {ihe Hunitr) tried 
in the Calcutta Supreme Court for causing the deatli of one of 
his crew by tying him up duriog the whole of a cold night on a 
imj-agc to Botany Bay." Tfiougb the evidence very clear, 
the Jury rEtumed a verdid of "not guilty/* on which the Chief 
Justice justly rumaHEed—**TIie gentlemen of the jury must 
certainly have discovered some reason for doubdng UiC LesLimony 
of the witnesses, which did npt occur to tlie court j ^ind 
you therefore have escaped the punUihincnt of man-slaughter 
which the court have pot the smallest doubt hut you desarve^ I 
hope your escape will he a lesson for your firture conduct ; and 
that )mu will be advised to return to that humane and milJ 
dispo^on which was your character sue years ago. You may 
not probably meet with another jury, who will deal so mercifulTy 
with you. The punishment was Hlegal, it was qrud^ it was 
brutal.** 




CHAPTER XV. 


THE CALCUTTA PRESS* 


EAULV IfJIWSPAPfiES JOUHNALS. 

We slialT givij a few irtalisnics d ilm pras in Indiis t>etwprii 
the years tjto and ^^33; thcmijli lha first newispapcr wai? 
ptibli^^hed in CfdcutLa antenoftD 1774? it vras oiled ihs Irtifis 
an arjgan of ihv G-overatni^nt. 

On the jgth January, lyftOp cnmiueneed the Bcn^ai 

the proprietor of whtdi was Mr, M. Hickey.^ 

On the 6th April, 1785, wtip published by Cordon 

anti Hay the first oimiber of the Oru'w/ii/ M^Fj^sinr or Cfflndfa 
Amujtmtfifs, a monthly. 

On lIm? 3rd October, lygip the Calruifa 
Oriirmiffi Afiii^nm saw the lighL It was a ninnlhly and 
pubILdied by Mr. WTiitn, at Ko. 51, CossfitoUidi street 

In the /ffd/fl Gaweftr of the jgth Aprils 17^2, wc have a 
fitnmge medley of new^ showing wdiat a dishiriied stale matteis 
Were at the dose of the pri?cedlng year on the conrintnt uf 
Buro|>e, and in India at the beginning of ihc year under DOtiee. 
In Septemhej tbert: were in Pam comaioUiina width |rft!<eiJed 
the revolution and the execution of Lisii-^ and thfl Hnurbtin 
fandly: cocnnKitMiFift^ in Lnatick™i repwt of the trial on the 
BirudnghaJn riolens in England; Lord Crimwallis' despatches 
regarding tiu; UkJng of BangaJore and Scriegapotatn^ mid tbc! 
laigning of |>cai:i: with Tippuo Stdtan; mndbig up with tlur 
dedajiatioik of war against Spain by thc^ Enipemr of Morociro. 
Notices of aU llicse events are ointajncd in a single and 

yei Uve editor of the says, iJiai tiie ‘ English [paprrs 

brought by the Priidcidm ooiiUio vsity lillJc w'ortli ri^bting.*' 

• SauutJ4Jbc J. A 
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V.;riJj those were pping ti'inL-s for ilic oewspapers, NdLheff 
telegraphs nor semaphores existed in those days, and oq the 
arrivaJ of a ship from England, there was a reguJar rate by iht* 
repfescotatives of the Foiirtlj Estate to obtain the latest English 
newspapers. “ Fast" row boats were then used, which proceeded 
to Kedgeree and even farther io order to board the incoming 
vessel, and thus be the first to obtain the latest intelligence. 

Oa the ist of November, t7£)4, was published the first 
mimlier of the Ce/ra/j-e Mi,nthiy Journal, by J, UTiite, priater, 
No. 3, Weston Une, Cossltollab- This journal, it would appear] 
was established for the purpose of giving the whole of (fie 
Indian news of the month in as tondensed a form as possible for 
transmission to England j the pioneer in fact of the " overland 
snimnanes" which becam* so common on the establishment of 
Use overiajid route. 

Tlie Bengal llircarrak was Hstered into existence on the 
20th January, 1795, as a weakly paper, at the Oriental Star office. 

On the 4th of October, 1795, wmr published (he first nnmheT 
of a weekly newspaper, under the title of Uia Ifidian Afel/a. 
The paper to appear every Simday, from the Mirror Press, No, 
15SI, Cfaitpore RoacL 

Tie ReUior, a biweekly newspaper, b advertised to appear 
at t^tcuMa on (he 4th April, ijg9, and the following is the 
flourish with which the announcement of its appearance is 
hcmldc^d bfd^ore thcj pubUc:— 

“ To THE PuBLfC.—It is an evcnlfnl period indeed, at 
which we solicit your patronage of a work, for the carlv and 
faithful cgmmiinkatiod of those events, which not ocly tnter«t 
(he feelings and cwicupy the attention of mankind, but astonish 
and terrify the world men in the height of an universal war. 
Nature seems to have aJbltcd her«« for Ure theatre of tbc 
pliant and uneiampled victories of Britain; and Fatk «. 
signed the land to the sanguinary and im mensurable ravages of 
FiLtNCEj wlieo AnarchV has supplanted Order; and Reason 
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Dcd the fninjy of InfiDELITV and CafhICE; when tie Inic of 
living mannrrs h dmngcaile as the CHAMEUON S-^aiid lie new 
prinriptes of hiimnH atiiems fiiort Ifved ss the Kl'JItlAlEKON; not 
only the materials for periodical puhlicatfon abound, but the 
vehicles for disBeminiting them are naturdiy multiplietl This 
has been the caSc in CaJentta; yet we presume to offer another 
NEWSPAPEH to your attention, trusting it will ponsrsn equal 
merit with any conlemporafy print. As the professions of a 
stranger respecting himself ant) undertakings are both nugatory 
and fulsome, we decline making any; and should an indulgent 
Public sancttoti our aUcmpl, we sluill receive their approbation, 
with purer satisfaction, than if ive had endeavoured to obtain it 
by arts which only partially delude the simple and infallibly 
disgust the sensible. 

"Tlie terms and manner of publishing are sjHrcificd below. 
Should we succeed, the plan may be enlarged; if not, we shall 
retire without shame from a pursuit commenced without 
arrogance. We have chosen the title of The RgLATOtt, and 
the follmving arc its terms, &c., &c. Signed. JoJlN Huwel, 
Junr,f Editar.** 

The prospectus of the £rB/cxf//fl JotirnaJ appears in the 
Govtnttnt^t Gas.ietic of Septcmtser i£tJS. The newspsiper vt’tis 
to occupy the place of t)ie Caltutta Cuw/reand tfie .Vsrmmg 
Eosif the proprietors of wliich papers had agreed to sink those 
jouiTtaJs, the newspaper being published twice a week. 

Calcutta ExcAauffc Ertec Cufetut was commenced in 
September tSiS. 

The first number of the Asiatic Afagasmt and and 

dj'tcfarjr and Jiftdieitl ^fisecllaity, was published in CalcutLa in 
July iSiil, at the Mirror Press. 

in iSiy was published the Fricitd o/ /ndia st Serampore. 

The Cfl/ntf/fl/tfsrfjii/was Oft the jsi ^fay, iSiij, made a 
daily paper with the wception qf Mondays and Thursdays, at a 
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charge of dpht nip^o;; a in anti). Thu- U th(. first newspaper or 
(itiriuilical tiiil prc-fe^sL'd to lie lilustrutnL TIls nmnticr uT 
etigravings, liotvtveTt did not t3i:cf>ed lour a month, M-hich were 
cli-tr^cl for separately at H annas uach. 

The srrand niinibur of tile Axtjiic Afit£av»e published at 
the ISefigai IJirciirraii ofTtee, No. 7, Post tiSice struct, appeared 
on till.' iiist June, As a specuneii of ivfuit the litenitiiru 

uf Indian magazines Was at tliat day, wc append tiic Contents of 
tilts Jimnliur;—(i) TraTuIs of a Native on Term incognita [ (2) 
Tlie DahasJi, or Peregrinations and EaploiUc of Snamoy* a native 
of Hiudtistan: (j) Memoir of Antony Joseph lir<ms, &cj [4) 
Tlie Tearcs of t]ic Press, (5J AnetdutL of an elephant; (6) On 
tlie religious f'eremonies of the Hindus; (7) Spuuth of Putur 
Aloore, Hsijutrc. nt a Court of Proprietors, ftc.; iS) The of 
tie Moor; (17) Poltticid Review, general intelligence, civil 
api>oin(nilints, and dnmrstic ocouirenccs. The price of this 
magazine was—to subscribers sicca nj]K:es Jour a number, and 
to uon-subscrila^rs jix f 

Vn & CatiHtta Gautie al i\\i' 25th May, 1815, we find a 
Govemniuiit notice stating that "thti printing business of 
Government shall be LranaferreJ from the Ciisutt^ Gaiette 
press lo llie press established at the Military Oqjlian Society 
and “tiiata wet-kly paper >v;lt he puhlishud at tin; Society's 
Press from the com men cement of tiic ensuing month, to bo 
styled the Gavernment Gaxcltc " The CsituHa Gat^Ut, which 
bail been ustabtished in 17114, still eontinttvd to be printed. 

On the j)st October, 18^4, ibu H'cetiy Gicstter wras 
puhtiDbed in Calcutta, as liio prospectus stated, for " meeting 
the Convenience of thoac genth'riien whose minerous avocations 
may not admit of their enjoying an altentive of undlvidtJ 
perusal of tlic daily newspapers, ciroulated throughout Calcutta 
and its environs, and partimilufly for those residing ia Ihe 
mofussi], who may not have an opportnoity of seeing all the 
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papers, and who can, fer a tri^iKji jww, obtain the newt of 
iht 

The Jokm BiiU in ikt Ernst ws^ publighed on the and of 
x8j{, at the "* Hmdd^taoEe Press**^ Janies Macke ode was 
the edkar. 

** Proposals for publishing a new weekly print* to he 
entitled the C^lcn/ta C&urier^^ are advertised in the papers. 
The firet pumber to appear on the fith May, The 

publishwere Messirs. Hollingbery and Kndeiip No. jp 
Meera Jany GuJly, Calcutta-^' 

We have an account, tn the Ori^ial Magaain^ for 1S27* 
of a portion of the newspaper press of Calcuttap which we 
shall sumniaTiie briefly, The Bengal Httriaru was the leading 
journal, as the oldest establu^hed of those then in ciistence in 
Bengal. Its influence on public Opinion waft howi^ver not very 
great, as its opinions were constantly changing. The /wdia 
Gazette was a paper of established reputadon^ its circnladon 
was MtcnsivE^ and iu opinions solid and influentml. The 
Government Gajsett&f from its oEcta] connection with authority* 
w^as necessarily precluded froin independent discusftbu on 
passing events; but its statements were relied upon with more 
laitb than those contained in the other joymaJs. nod in jls 
information on sobjecia qf acieoce and literature it was greatly 
valued. The Chronic/e had been only recently eftUblishcd, and 
w^as conducted on the principles that distinguished the late 
Cnirntta /oumai (of which Mr. B^ctingbaiaj who was 
ftumtnarily deported, had been the editor) and advocated a free 
press ud colonization with zeal and assiduity^ 

A peiiodjcai under the nonie of the KaUidam/e appeared 
to August tSa^ in Calcutta. 

Id the same year appeared the Erst pumber of the Bengal 

Annnal* 
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The Calcutta Chnctian InteUigsnccr hegan publicatioa as 
a monthly magazine in i8jg. 

The Calcuttm ChristtsK Obceracr mhoMt the same U"me. 

On the 13th June, . J30, was published the first nun^ber of 

the Gaactte, “by authority- It ™ then a weekly 

Jiuhlicatwa, ^ 

The Catcutlj Ut^rery CaaciU^^ under the ediloriq] 
^anagem^nt of Captain D. L Richardson appeared m rB.5. 

A daily paper under the title of ihe JTari was 

commenced in Calcutta on the rst June, ^83,, conducted hy 
Mr. Ucrono* an East Indian by birth. 

start^t and periodicals have been 

started ,n Calcutta of 7ate. hut ii is doubtful whether at the 

pi^nt moment there areas many English publications of this 

^rt^ canted fifty - 

He /«*» Bu/l, »bo, we suppose, miatshive been Mr.J. H 
Sloequelce, we laic the tollDwingcnuu.er.aeo ol ioumnls, &c 

John 

Regiaer'"*^'''~‘°'^“ 

^i/Z-weer/^.—Cileolt* Courier, ind Culcutto Gneette. 

Literary Gaiette, Oriental Observer Ptf>nrFwf 

Magazine, Chrutian Intelligencer, and Christian Observer. 

Mttrnata ifantAs^^East Indian United Service Journal. 

List Magazine and Review, Bengal .^y 


Hr Lr Vw DKfonu, Ibc wi!llH|u,Hnrq Eomafl P^fcE ^Jid Ttaditr^ 
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Tliu above liat tontninm a goodly huftiber of organs (of 
the literary gmtihcauon of our .^Dglo-Indian ancestors^ T£ic 
oldest of Liit^e wa.A the /adiii C^jfcifet which bcohis at first 
to have been the olBdat organ of Govern menu Originally a 
weekly pajjcr, in 18^3 it npp^f^d twicCj. atid in 1S30 llbHccr 
a week| shorLty after lLLh dale iBsutrig a daily editioOi Its' 
polirits, wc Icarrip were “ not merely strongly Wliiggith" but 
approached to the Radical party/'and it waa distlngul^hect 
for its genfiKil *gentlemanlikeistti/ It entered '‘largely 
upon the consideration of questions connected with the 
gCH'crntncnE of the connlryi undeterred by any fear of the 
displeasure of authority or noy anaieiy for the applaud of 
cite mnltitudc^'^ Its " literary taste'* waSp we further Ic^arn*. 
‘'severe/' Next in age came the Sendai A 

weekly jaurrml in 1795, when if first appealed; in 1819 it 
blossomed ifUo a ' daiJyp' and in 1024, death of its rival 

the Cukitffa the censorship of the press established 
By Lord Wellesley having been removed; *'took up a lofty 
position as the advoeale of free discussion, colgnizalignp the 
education of the natives^ aftd many other popular measures/* 

The Cal^utfa Catrier was up to the year lEji iho 
Calcu^iiii and the verdici: passed on it 

was that “ il lacks dignity;—where commerce, steain^ or figures 
are concerned^ the leaders of the Courier are able and accurate; 
but in treating polilical or local questions of nsomeutr they are 
frequently charged with Ilippancy, dulncssr or scIf-suiBciency/' 

The youngest of the daily papers in t%3 was Eho /oA» 
lijiiif estabibhed in 1821 as the /vkfi Bull iAe Easl. Its 
conductor deebred that it '“arose amid the stoctns and conten¬ 
tions in society which the Caii:Mfi 4 /^urnal was engeiKlEring; 
and it came professedly as an antidote to the poison disseminated 
by that print*' This paper, we are told^ ^“maintained its 
popularity by great attention to its inielligenct department, and 
an adherence Iv Tory and Anglo-Iudiaa conservancy pgliiics 
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untlr when from various causes it mpidl^ declined in 

cmrulation and must have expired had it not parsed in 1833 
into the hands of Mr. StDc<]ueleri The change ivaa a violent 
one 110 less than a complete transition froni rory to 
politics, but it w'as justified by its snertss. and in the following 
year its title was changed to that of the En 0 shman. 

Of the ether journals It is not necessary to say much. 
The Bengal Chronide was but a reprint of the best articks 
in Ihc Hurtatu, with which paper the Bengal fferaidvi^ also 
closely connected. The Indian Eegistetyesa "an injudicious 
nttempt on the part of the East Indians to possess a journ.'il 
eiclusivdy tJidr own.'' The PhUaniki'cpid nnA.En^mrcr 
were religious papers, the editor of the latter “ io the fervour 
of hrs leaf for Christjanity'' circulating 100 copies at his owti 
expense. Tlie Eefermtr and Gyananeshun dealt with local 
(jurstions of all kinds, the latter being printed half in English 
and half tn Bengalee. The Sporting Magaaine was conducted 
by the editor of the ycAn BulL 

LIGHT LITEBATHRE. 

On the a7th January, 1783, was published, “printed In the 
jnanncr of the Bath Gaide, and cmbelliifhcd with copperplates, 
Thi Indian GaideY or Journal of a Voyage to the iiasl fndtea; 
in a Bertesj of Political Epistles to her motJiei from MUs 
Emily Brittle." 

We have two proposals in 1795, for publishing works on 
India, which was a significant sign of the times; people who 
had travelled were now beginning to put the result of their 
eyes and ears on paper, and transmitting their knowledge of 
India by means of type to people at home, who were supremely 
ignorant of every thing relating to the country and its 
inhabitants. The two advertlsementi to which we allude, are~ 
(i) Proposal for the publication of a comedy, in five acts, 
called The Alirror, the scene of which is laid in Calcutta ;** 
and (a) Proposal fur publishing Tht Indian Trarelkr, lU 
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Lhfee volomcs by Mr. Sonncrat, Cotfirtiiasary General ot the 
Frtrcli tiavy." EacL volume cost two gold moburs,—ralSier a 
valuable work if we are to asMS* U by tbe price, but every tiling 
in ibose days was “cosily and precionSi' 

[Advt.] “/sMf ofni spifidify wj// pubhsktd. 

[Price only one gold, motiur.] Thb BevV OF CMXirnA 
Beaux (Of a proper she, to be bound up with the Bevy of 
Beauries> dedicated to ihe eksant tliougb unknown author 

of the * * * * 

TTie 1 sinR, *ha Wt ink T,e«da(t-i town, 

J Don* up by la*= I ) >“ rortim*'* f'™>. 

With ilriniiiff Sir™, vlut Inrllao ihiwt* ^ 

1b ttidr mitut’i jnocily 071: |{™ptni Calcnttm eKirta. 

In May iSJi w<is published in Cidfutta “ Shigritnipo,” ot 
" the Life and Adventures of a Cadet, a Hudmstic pM®. i" 
32 cantos, addressed to the Honorable the Court of Directors-' 

SClENTItTC AMD UHEFIA,. 

Professor Gilchrist published his Oordoo Dictionary in 
Calcutta in 1787. 

On the 33rd April. 1789, appears an advertisement headed 
“A Card,*' announcing "the humble request of several native* 
of Bengal:''—' We humbly beseech any genlleiiKii will bo so 
good to us as to take the trouble of making a Bengal Grammar 
and Diclioijary, in which we hope to find oil the common 
Bengal ctmntry wonts made into English. By this means we 
shall be wjabled to recommend flurtelvcs to the Englrsb 
Government and undersUnd their orders; this favor will be 
gratefully remembered by us and our posterity for ever- 

“An English Grammar, in Persian and Bengali;’' by Dr. 
Mackinoon, was advertieed for eariy publicatioa at the Huti’bic 
Company’s Press, in Calcutta,—23rd September, lyyo, 

Francis Gladwin publishes (1793) an English iranslatton 
of a Malsrb Medtca, entitled Ulfaa Udwiyclv compiled by 
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Nouretlccn Mobomcd Atidul, La.ii Shjraiy, pliysician to Uif? 
Emperor Siialijehaii. Priije two gold iDohurs. 

Tbc (ollo^viiig boQlcB puhtisliifd by Mr. Gladirin, arc 
ndiicrtiscd for sale Persian MoonalicCj price 6o 5 a. tis.; 
Dictionary of Mohammcdaii Laiv, Rs. 30; System of Revenue 
Accounts. Rs. 30; DisuertatiDiis on Hit; RhEioricb* Prosody and 
Rhymic of the Persians, Ks. 30 -, Ulfa* Udwiyeh, a inedicaJ 
dictionary, Rs, 30j English and Persian Vocabularyr Rs. r6; 
Tootceoamah. Rs. 16,“ Veriiy tlie cost of imnting must have 
been great, or authors and publishers wanted to 
money Tasl. 

A niclbnary of the Bcngafee fanguage, first volume, was 
published at the end of October 1S15. 

On the agtb November, r 793, Mr. Riitlic, Superintemlcnt of 
the Free School, inromts the public that the Plan of Calcutta is 
ready for delivery, ■■ He regrets that many unforeseen though 
unavoidable incidents have greatly mtardeU the publication, and 
particularly in waiting many months in the expcctatioQ that the 
streets in the native part of the town would have received new 
names as those in the European rjuarter have lately done.^ 
This plan, which wa* 33 bchea by 14, points out all the streets, 
lanes, ghauts, Sk. **Tlie public buildings arc also particu1.vr|y 
dUtiiiguishcd, though from the smallness of the scale, k was 
found impracticable to lay down with any degree of distinctness 
every individual private house with its ofSce, as they arc laid 
down in llie originai" (from which this had been reduced,) 

'• which is on a scale of about 30* inches to a mile, whereas the 
scalc^ of the reduced copy is little more than 6| inches to a 
mile." Price 35 sicca rupees mounted on roller. 

A '• Ciencral Miliiaty Register of the Bengal EstabKshmeot 
from the year 1760 to 1795" is advertised as being in the Press 
and to be issued, in 1793, at one gold moliiir a copy. This was 
virtually the find £enga/ Army Lisi, as it contained “a view of 
tlic qiiliUry ffiitabJisbincntj as it ^LchkI in tiic year nod Ujc 




honorable JOHN COMPACT. 


2f)5 


naiTies of M liiE cvEfiiiers tliat have been admitted sinc« ih^l liitic 
alplia!>ctka]ly arranged under ihc respective "heads of Itifantryj 
Artillcryi Engineers and SargeoHSp nhowing in separate 
columns, llie dates of their appointmctit, whetber in Europe or 
in India^ dates of promnliGti through all the ranks of the 
Army- — rtEJgfiationp^ readmissionST distnissioriH and rr-stomlions^ 
together with casualties^ and remarks, mentioning the times ftrtd 
places of their decease, &Ch| as far as can be ascertained 
from the ofSdal records of the Military Department.^^ Mr,. 
Wliitc the author, and Thomas LivingstDoeH at the 
Mirror Press, No* 15S, Chkpore Road, was the publisher- 'the 
advertiser comments on the quality of the work he announces 
as folio ws Tt is on necessary to comment on the utility of 

a work exhibiting in a compendious form a complete view of 
the Bengal Army* from the earliest records to the presrnt lime. 
The historian and the antlquar}' wdll find it an usefu! assistajit 
in their rcspectiTC departments; and individuals in gencfal, 
who may be desirmis of asccriatning the fate of tlieir friends, 
relations and acquaintances,^ wPt he enabled from stich a 
register, to gratify their curioaily by the most simple and ready 
rcfcrcnce.^^ 

Thoughts 00 Duelling’' is advertified as being ( ia 179j) 
about to be printed, and subscriptions for the work are said to 
be received nt ^'thc Library'—a public library probahty* Of 
the whereabouts of this building we have not been able to find 
any trace. There must have been a library previous to this 
Lime^ as we find that on the 30th of March, 17^2, the booka 
belonging to the late Calcutta Circiilating Library'" were gold 
at the Jt«r Court House. 

The publication *'by authority of the Ftonorabk Court of 
Directors of the East india Company,” of Symes' Embassy to 
the Kingdom of Ava,” is announced (August 1795) at a 
price of fifty sa- mpees per copy- Mr. Sjmes was sent by the 
Governar-Ceneral of India io the year 17951 to ncgodatc a 



treaty df Amity and ccmmerce with the sovereign of Ava, ** an 
empire, ini perfectly known, ibougli important and extensive." 

Dr. Patrick Russeirs '^Account oF Indian Serpents* collected 
on the coast oi Coromandel, giving an exact descriptlori, 
iUnstrated i^-itb a drawing, lugblj eolored^ oF each species^ 
together with ejtperimcnts and remarks on their several 
poisons." IS advertised for aalc at thirty-five sieda mpoes acopy. 
Also “‘The llsird number of Drawings oF Indian Plants* by Ur, 
Roxhurgh/* price twelve sicca rupees. 

Edw^ard Scott Waring advertises his forthcomiiig work^ a 
l-Iistory of the Mahnittiis. to which is p re fixed a History of the 
Deccan, from A. D.. todo. Subscription, fifty re pee 

The " Mohumadan Law of Inheritance" w^as published by 
Sir Wifliam Jones at sixteen sicca rupees a copy, the proceeds 
from the safe of vrhich he generously devoted to the aid of 
iniutveni debtors. We do not suppose the proceeds could have 
gone a great way towards the help of tiicse poor mea, unless in 
tiiote palmy days there were very few debtaTs in the jaiJ. It 
must be ttrcoUected+ however, that there were no bankruptcy 
courts in 1793, and prisoners for debt languished for years in 
the jail, and some even died without being able to get them- 
selves relieved. Sir William Jones* help, therefore, was very 
commendable. 

Captain Williatn Francklin advertises the publkatioa oF 
his “History of Shab Aubm" {1798.) 

“With the approbation and permission of Earl CarnwalliF^ 
Lie (lien ant Colebtooke proposes to pubilsh by sub^ription 
twelve views of the most remarkable forts and places in the 
hJysore country, from drawings taken on the spot,*' Subscrip¬ 
tion of each set, one hundred and twenty Afcot rupees* 

George Forstcft of the Civil Service, announces the early 
appearance of the hrat volume of his “Journey from BengaJ 
to England through the northcro part of India, Kashmire, 
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Afghanistan, and Perfian and intq Russia by the Caspian Sea f 
sketches of Hindoo mylholog)*, and an abiirevialed history 
of thr Roldltas^ Shujah-ud^owlah and the Sikhs/’ Price, 
twenty-fiTe sicca rupee^^ 

The prospectus appears in 1^3^ of a plan for the 
poblic.idQn of the Memoirs of Mr George Thomas^ t^ho by 
extraordinaty talents and enterprjjti rase from an obscure 
situation to the rank of a general in the service of tbe native 
poivera. This work was published by the aythority of His Ea* 
cellcncy the Most Noble Richard Marquis Wellesley, Governor* 
General and Captaln-OenenLl in India, Ac., Slc., by Wilfiara 
Francklin, Captain of Infantry. Subscription^ fifty rupees. 

The '^Oriental Obitnaryp or a record to perpetuate the 
memory of the Deads, being an impartia] compilation from 
monumental inscriptions of the lombs of those persans, whose 
ashes are deposited in this remote part of the world,^ is 
advertised for sate at sa, Rs. eight. The compiler of titese 
Actections is in poSL^ession of a copy of this work. Messrs. 
Holmes and Co., undertakers tn Calcutta, many years afterwards, 
published a more complete Register under the same title,^ much 
of the information in which was obtained from the work noted 
above, which was published in 1809. 

Grace*s Code of Bengal Military Regulations ii advertised 
as for sate at the Garngfie PrcjSi iii July iSio, at 50 

Rupees per copy. 

We have in the ^SLfffl/rV /&itr»ai of June iSag, a review of 
a work then just pubfished, eotitled ^The Bengalee ^ or 
Sketches of Society and Manners in the East;" we reproduce 
the notice of it from the Journal above named:—’’ It is to be 
regretted that we have ao few of these lively descriptions of 
♦'Life as it ia India. Ably delineated pictures of Anglo- 
Endian manners, corcmiiiiicated in the convenient vehicle of & 
well^onsttutted tale, such, for ejsmpie, as Hajji Ba&n, which 
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so accuralely pourtrays the rpanrhcrs of Penia, would tend 
matertally ta icissen the hitherto uTii!Qnqtjer*tb 3 c repugnaiice af 
the public taste to oriental topics. A work of this nature we 
have just seen, whacfi exhibits some lively and agreeahLe 
pictures of Society among the various ctassci ol Englishmen 
resident in Ihe East. The work is of a miscelbneons character, 
consisting of tales^ poetry^ characters, &c,, conn tret ed loosely 
iogether by a nariative of the anthoH's tupposed history, from 
his arrival in tndiap at the close of the last century till his return 
lo England, on receiving a hint from the ck&iera 

He began his career as a lovers ihe deep blue eyes of a 
eertarn Lucinda captivated bis soul i be breathed his pasaioPj 
and was told he must have made a mUtake. His disappoint¬ 
ment made him first a misanthrope; he was invited to join t 
Ji^ad c/ui f of refected suitors]; be foreswore beef, and 
became almost a convert to Hindoorsm. From this fit of 
dbstractian he was irescued by witnessing a hurricane on the 
Ganges, when a pinnace was exposed to the danger of being 
"engtilphed in the rapid stream | but by the assistance 

she was scenred, with her passengers, one of whom^ as might 
be expected, was the identical blue-eyed damsel now a wife 
and a mother^ Such is the author^s bistory?' 

This atnusing volume w*as the production of Captain H. B- 
Ylendcrson, of the Bengal Army. 

[Advt] ** Sheet Almanac for the year 17S5, particuIafTy 
■dapted for Calcutta^ containing the month and week dayXi 
holidays, sun and moon's rising and setting, time of higbwater 
at Calcutta and a table showing the time of highiralcr at ib^ 
following places throughout the year, vii., PointJeUy, Fuita, 
Culpee, Kedgeree, Indialee, Eastern and Western Braces- aJsO 
a table of the Kings and Queens of Great Britain^ a table of 
Remarkable Events since the creation^ and three tables and 
examples for reducing Sicca Rupees into Arcot, Arcot into 
Surca, and Sicca into ■curreot-^' 
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Mr. ;ldvprtLsc^5 the piiblicadgn of the ** tudian 

Calfftidar, cgntdnmg list* of the civil and military servants, on 
the BcngaE Establishnirtitp^' to which was attached **llie Englkhi 
Mahnmedara and Hindoo Almanack/* Prietj ten sicca rupees. 
Novcinber 17S7- 

Thc ** British India Almanack*' is advertised to he published 
at the "‘World'* presfl. 1793, at a price oi four rupees a copy f 
also a Sheet Almanac," at three mpees. 

The first volume of the Calcutta Annual Directory and 
Calendar was piibLiihed in iSoi-* 

An advertiaement appears on the r2th July, 1804, for 
printing a "Monthly Directory^ or Civil and Military U&t of 
Betigal*'—this was to be compiled from afficial dscum^Mfs, 
The price of llie work ^vas two rupees per mensem. 

Tlie " qriginar* Calcutta Directory published fii^t in 
1799^ at the Moming Post office. 

vernacular press. 

The most ancient specimen of printing In Bengalee, that 
we have* is Halhed^s Grammar, printed at Hooghly in 1778. 
Halhcd was so remarkable for liis proficiency in colloquial 
Bengalee, tliat he was fcnoum when dJsgyised in a native dress 
to pass as a Bengalee in assemblies of Hindoos. Ihc l}*pe* 
for ihe gramnoar were prepared by the hands of Sir C. Wlkinft 
who by his perseverance amid many diGStallies, deserves the titfe 
of the Caxton of Bengal. He instructed a native hlacksmilb, 
named Panebanan (a very illustrative name; in type-cutting, 
and all the uativa knowledge of type-cutting was derived from 
him. One of the earliest works, printed in Bengalee, was 
Carey's transl aria a of the Kew Tustametit* published tti iSoi, 
The life of Raja Pratapaditya, the last King of Sagur*" 
published in iSai, at Sef^^pofc* was one of the first works 
written ill Bengalee prose. 
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The Bengalee fiei^'spapcr^ LhaL broke in on Ibe slumber 
of ages, and roused Itie natives from the torpor qI sclHshnesS| 
was the Dur^un of Serampore^ whkH began its career on the 
23rd Ma]jr^ tSrS. The Marquis of Hastings, instead of yielding 
to the im agin ary |f ears of eaemlej to a free press, or couiinuing 
the previous polity of government by withholding political 
knoivlcdgc from the people, gave every aid lo tiie I^urfiun^ 
Under the regime of the Marquis the Hrst impulse was given 
to the vernacular newspaper press. He himself alTarded every 
encouragement to native educaticn as he was not one of ihose: 
who thought ihe safety of British fitdia depended on keeping 
the natives immersed in ignorance. He was a man that did 
not shrink, in tS] 5 j when addressing the students of Fort 
William College,, from avowing Lhe noble sentiment—'^ [I is 
human—jt is generpuA to protect the feeble; it is meritorious to 
redress the injured i but it is godlike bounty to bestow' expansion 
of intullecL to bfuse the Pfotnethean spark into the statuCt aniJ 
waken it into a man/" On the publication of the first number 
of the Vurfun, the Marquis wrote a leltef with his own band 
to Lhe editor, expressing bis entire approval of the paper. The 
Durfiun h^tl n long Vile \ ive beJievt it existed for fidly Umty 
years, and carried out the principles on which it started 
throughout its career. 

Rammohun Roy commenced in iSii a Bengalee periodicaJi 
called the Brahmiiffksl Magamngp^ ^ its career w^as rapid, 
fiery, meteoric; and both from want of solid sub^tancet 
and through excess of iiidammation, it soon exploded and 
dixapp eared/* 

Almanacs form a class of works that were compiled at an 
early period in Bengalee. Previous to iSao, these were in 
manuscript, btil were commenced in that year to be printed^ 
The Hindoo Almanac for iSa^ ivas printed at Agardwip, where 
the fini presi was established that was conducted hy natives. 
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Tlir ChundrUa lacwspapef started in 1821 ; It was the 
contislsnt advocati^ tif tHoroiifjh-g^oitig UiudoD artlioduxy*^ 

The newspaper was publidieJ in 1823; it wds 

the or^an of RainiTiQhijn Roy^ and was designed to counteract 
□le influence of the Ckundrliia, 

The Ban^a Out commenced in 1829, under the manage¬ 
ment of Mr* R. MarUUi Dwarkanath Tagore, ProiOuno Caomar 
TagorCj and RammoUun Roy* 

We have thought it necessary to notice these first 
productions of the Bengalee newspapers^ They increased 
rapidly in numbers; ao that in 1830, ihere were published in 
Calcutta sixteen new‘SpHtpersi of which three were dailies, out 
tri-wcekly, two bi-wcckly^ seven weekly, two bi-monUdy, and 
one monthly* The number of snbscribera to these various 
publications was stated to br about 2G,aor>t 

In April ijga, was published a Descriptive Poem by 
Calidas ^JAff S^as^fts—\n the original SanskriL The firat book 
that had ever been printed in tliat language. Price 10 sicca 
rupees. 

Witli reference to the dLapositiDri- of the Court of Directors 
to encDUmge Indian iiteniilure^ as totlmated in their despatch of 
the 35th ^layi 17981 and the collecLinn and preaervatfoti of 
oriental manuscripts and publicationSi the Court now iniimaled 
Cigtlijunc, iBob)"that ihe apartmenlB for I he ocicntal library 
being completed according to out intenlioni, have been placed 
under the charge of Mr. Charles Wilkins, formerly of our civil 
service In Bengal, and that s considerable number of 
manuscripts^ and printed books on oriental subjects, with 
objects i^f nalufal history and curiosity, have already been 
placed 10 it, among which are many valuable prtwols from 
individuals and public bodies in this country/' The public in 
India were invited by the Govern Of-General to tran^niit 
''wbaleter books in any of the Asiatic languages or other 
articles coming within the object of the Hon'blfc Court's 
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Cdifectian," through !he fodian govemnient u preSEDtatioDs to 
the Library an i Museum in Leadenhalt Street. 

Tlie first number of a new periodlrat paper under the title 
of Tit VaAffS, is advertised Eo appear on New Year's Day^ 
1813, from the Telegraph office, Tank Square, to be conitnued 
On the island 15th of each month. 

A native newspaper, published in the Persian language and 
under tlie title of the SAems^al-AkMar, lenninalsd its career 
in 1827, the editor having iliscovered that he had got too far 
before •' the age/* to realize his visiohary dreams of improving 
and enlightening his cdnntiymen, or even to earn cttrry*hh«f by 
his vocation. " Be U known to all men/* says he—that from 
the time Uiis paper, tlie Shems-al-Akhiar^ was established by 
me, to the present day, which is now about five years, I have 
gained ncthing by it creept vexation and disappoiiittncnt, 
notwithstanding what idle and ignorant babblers may please to 
aitserL T)ic inability of the public in the present day to 
appreciate desert, and their indilferencc to the exhausting and 
painful exertions made in their cause, verify ihc verse; * I 
have consumed, and my flames have not been seen : like the 
lamps in a moonlight night, f have bTurnt away unheeded/ It 
IS time, therefore, to desist, and, w'lthdrawing ray hand from all 
furiEier concern with this paper, I have determined to repose on 
the couch of conclusion.** 

Tlie Megha Data or domd Mase^gef, a poem in the 
Sanskrit language, with a translation into Enliab verse, by 
Horace Hnyman Wilson, was published at the dose of 1813. 
Price Sa, Rs. t6. 

In ^e early part of 1S31, a weekly paper, edited by natives, 
and entitled the Rf/crmer, was atarted in Calcutta. We copy 
the editor's “address to our countrymen/' which is unique, and 
shows the state of education then prevalent among the natives, 
and tiow ready they were to take advantage of the liberty which 
the fourth estate eo joyed under the govcraiaeat of Lord 
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Wjlli&in Bc;n(inck. Tfifi ^^uddress to our countcynurii,” appears 
in No. 2 of tiie /S/^erm^r Itt 1831 :— 

** ll !£ indeed jfralifyiog to iny feelings to observe^ tlitit in 
proportion as our understandings expand^ as our frcllng^t Uke 
the right course^ and as our inhids shaki; off t(ir Efiaikics of 
ignorance and supcrstitionj means are taken by those to whose 
zeal in this good cause the native community are not a little 
indebted for raising them towards the meridian of aJl timt is 
good and grcaL Wlmtever may be the opiaion of those who 
advocate the continuance of the state of iblngi as they are, 
there will tome Sl time when prejudiite^ however deep and 
ranubed its roots are reckoned to be^ will droop, and eventually 
wither away before the benign radiance of liberty and tnjtJk 

It is not on a mere theoretical prcsumpuoFi that we raise 
this great and noble fabric of wbat must be tiiimated the only 
means of happiness to mankinds The lufiuenr^ of liberty and 
truth has spread and is spreading far and wide, and fiotliirig 
can check its coorfrE. There ivaa a time when the natives of 
this country were looked upon as a race of unprincipled and 
ignorant pcopICi void of all the qualities that separate the 
human from tlie brute creation. But look at tbe contrast naw\ 
1 $ it possible that at the present day an impeachment of such a 
dark character will be allowed to bear the ^lighlest colour of 
truth ? 

"The retrospect is indeed sad—pitiable ^ but we have 
relinquiiiUcct Che nolrons that hiid rnade it 10. We acr* ai it 
were, regenerated in the light and by the influence of prindples# 
that testify the truth of our being made after tlie image of our 
Maker. Our ideas do not range now an the jnere surface of 
tilings. We have commenced probings and will protie on^ till 
ire discover that W'bic!i wifi make us feei we are nmn tn common 
with others^ and, like ihem^ capable of being good^ 3 nd 

nobk. We liave been suflEcieiilly degraded and despised, and 
wUl 00 longer bear the stigma* VVe cast oH prejudkci and ail 
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ks concotnhanLs ^ objects abhorrent to tlio principles wbkh 
*re calctiblcd to ennoble ys before the worlds'* 

Assisted by the light ol reasorit we have llie gladdening 
prospect before us, of soon coming to that standard of cit itlziU 
tion^ which has establislied tlie prospenty of the European 
natidos, Ltt us then, tny couritrymerii pursue with diligence 
and care^ ibe track laid down by tiiese glotioua niitidns. Let 
us follow the ensign of liberty and LrutU, and, eniuhitiiig thdr 
wii^Lloin and their virtues^ he in our turn tJie guiding netdic to 
those who are blinded by the gloom of ignorance and 
superstition/^ 

BEKCALKR; LiTEBATLTiE. 

Surendn Krishna DuU gj^es us in ibe Benjfat MagaatHt 
«il account of Ifie rise and progress of Bengalee jiturature, 
whicTi wc have apprupriated with some alterations. 

Bengalee literature corntnenced at about the same time 
will* tliKl of England; and the earliest Indian vvriters appeared 
just when Chaucer and Covi'er were writing in England. 
But while, owing to the early intradnetibn of tlte art of printing 
in England, we are acquainted with the tnain facts connected 
with the rise and progress of English literature, and the 
transkions it has undergone, we are almost completely ia the 
dark as regards the early stages of Bengaleo literature j since 
the art of printing has been made use of in Bengal only in 
modern times. We know nothing of the lives of ancient 
authors; and the only lights that we get io our enquiry consist 
of small passages in their own writings which have come down 
to us ia a mutilated and interpolated form. As regards the 
languages, a chronological review of the works of the Bengalee 
writer* slowly leads us from a crude form of the Hindee, which 
prevailed in Bengal in the 14th century, to tl>e polished 
Bengalee of Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar. 

Vidyapati is the name of the earliest poet,—the Chaucer 
of Bengal. Ooly a few of his sotigi have come down to us. 
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ilf? Wrote aboMt 13^9 A. and his liing;uiigc Is ft ertide form of 
Hipdee. From liis ivriungs it appears that he was a follower ot 
Krishna. Contcmpoinzieausly with him there i^ived anotlitr 
poet^—ChiLudl Das. Of him ivt; know nothing, except that hiit 
name W3^ meiitiotind by Vidyapati in his songs, J-Jc too was a 
follower of Knshiia- 

Froni the earliest tim« the literatLire of Bengal may Ije 
approprialelj divided into two classes, m., the Tatilrika ami the 
BhrfcgavaL;—the tormer school of poets being the worshippers 
of Sahti, and tlir laUcf ihe worshippers of KHisIma. The 
Tantrikas wijr.-ihipped S.ikti, i-e* a iemalc represejitation cf the 
Cnealive Pow'eri but the wurship degcneralcd into debauchery, 
and the works and lives of the Ta-nlrikas of later days ore 
chanicteri;£ed hy lewd ness and im morality. The Bliagvat 
school began long before llie time of Chaitanya, hut that great 
re form cf sw?elSed the tide of protesU against Tantrika moral ityp 
and from bis time the Vai^hnava reUgion gained strength. 

The hiitory of Bengalee literatiipe b lost in confiuion for 
over a hundred yean; after ifje time of Vidyapati^ and aJl Lliat 
wc can discover arc a. few gUnimering stars twinklbg tn the 
dbUnre of time Thus the dark age of Bengalee Iheralure 
Comfspond* with the dark age of English litciiiturei both 
occupying the entire 15^^ century of the ChrbtLan era- About 
the beginniTiig of ttie 16th century when f-uther was thunder¬ 
ing in Europe, Chaitapya began hb work of reformation in 
Bengal, and the Itterature of hb i>criod presents oS with a ina«« 
of JPiV/dit,( Of Jiongs of praise of Krishna- It was at thb 
period that Krishna DasB Kaviraj wrote the 
Chffriittmfifff, or the nectar of the Kfe of Chaitanya. The 
language of tlib bf>Qk is comparatively free from the Eiindee 
cleuicot, and the work describes with sincere euloginm the 
w'ork of the great reformer. 

The bright reign of Elbabetli m England was contefn- 
porancuus with the gorgeous retgn of Akbar in India, and the 
^9 
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causrs which fed to activity of thought and action in England 
at this period operated at the same time at which the whuJesome 
reform.s bn>ught about by Todar MaJ induced a simitar aftivilv 
Crf the intellect in Bengat. To complete emr cottiparison, we 
need only mention that Kirtibaji and ICasirant Das—the two 
poet* n'hose names are most widely known and dearly cherished 
through the length and breadth of Bengal—wrote prccLscly at 
the times when Shakespeare and iilifton wrote in Eagfand, 
respectis'ely. 

On the tife and acts oF Kirtihas we haw a very meagre 
account He was bom in Foolia, a village near SanUpiir In the 
classic soil of ^fuddea \ and he describes himself as the grand¬ 
son of Mttrari Ojah, a w'eU-ktiown eiorciat. He flourished at 
the end of the tbth century, and his great work, as everybody 
knows, is the translatjcin of the Ramayana from tJie Sanskrit. 
We arc told, however, that he did not know Sanskril, and that 
lie gleaned the story from the t/ttakfrt or minstrels who, from 
a very lEinotc period, nae to chant and explain mythological 
Stories from the Sanskrit to the assembled people. The 
language of fvirtihas's version of the Ramayana is alraosk 
entirely free from the Hiudee element, and is simple and easy, 
and void of art. At the same time it displays graphic powci 
of description as well as teudemess and pathos, 

ft ww at this time that the Bengalee language was under¬ 
going a great change. The great Akbar, with the intention of 
consolidating his empire, introdticed the system of bestowing 
responsible posts on the Hindu inhabitants of Brrngal, ntid this 
aecessitated the cultivation of the Persian tongue hy the native 
Hindus. Todar Mali new system of land administration also 
flooded the flengaJcc tongue with Persian words, and up to tliU 
time the language of the Court and the language of the 
aemindar’s sherista are full of Persian words. 

It was at this time that Makunda Ram Oiakmvarti fivrei 
and wrote, and some of his workn arc saturated with Persian, 
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The poet born In Dunmnyiir a village in the dLstdet of 
Ourd^v^fi. The ^trenj^h of Makynda Ram lay in iitia^natlva 
des^zriptioii, and he has givc;n us an aceount of ihc maiinci^ 
and CListoms af that period. He b i&aid La liave Inveated 
diaradef and enignias^ hk de&cripttons are natural and 
appropriate^ and his love scenes are sin^Iarly devoid of 
obscene or vulgar expressioD^. The popular praise oL Gang^a 
in Beogalcc is allributed to him, bat tve do not iind it in hk 
works. He Ronri^hed about 16^0"A. D. 

The next poet of note is Kasi Ram Das, the Lransiator of 
the Mahabharata. He was born in Siddhigram, in the district 
of Hoogty* and was a Kayaitha by birth. There Ls a tradltiou 
that he lived to complt^'tc only throe books add a part of the 4tb 
j^nl of the 18 books oF the Mahahharata,—and that Jik son-Ln- 
hiw did the rest- Tlie Mahabharata is perhaps the most 
popular t»ook with the matrons of Bengal. hLa^i Ram Pas 
wrole abimt the middle or close of the lytli century- 

The melodious and pathetic song^ of Ram Prasad Sen 
nlusl ever overivhelni every feeling heart with sadness an^d woe, 
TIhr genuine but unpretending poet was horn in Eialkhahcr 
Pergunua iu a village called Kamarhatca, and waji a Vaidya by 
caste. In 17.33 A. D. he became a SiVrtfr, i-e^t account keeper 
to a gentle man of alRuencu . But yiel ding to th e strong 
propensities of his naluTt; be wrote pi>cms and songs in tlic 
account booksj which offended the head si rear * who produi^d 
the bisoks lo the maater. The masterf it would sccio^ was a 
man of feet in g and good taste^ and Instead of censuring the bad 
Ecrountani loved the genuine poet^ ajid allowed him 30 Rs. por 
mensem that he might indulge hii natural propeiisiLie& and 
write pcHElty and songs. Thus honored, Ram Prasad retired Lo 
his native viltage, and became known lo several juf ra^u^nilajit 
who paid him for Ids touching songs. But Ram Prasad a_ 
pact to the bottom of lik heart, and his soul was full of charity 
aiid picHcJ at ibe i^ight of woe, so that Lhongb he had a 
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toleraLly drcent tncotnc hr could not save a pice, and ivas 
liflcti in dtslrcss. liVliile thus living in retirement, lie became 
acquainted with the munllicrDt Raja Krialma Chandra Raya of 
Madtya, tvho was so pleased iviLh his life and his saugs, that he 
gave him highas of Lakliraj lands, and bestatved uti him the 
title of Kavi Ranjan fpr having conij^isea a poem, the 
SuNdara, which is now lost, On Due occassion the poet 
aecampanied ifte Raja tu Moorshedabad. 

Lite other Tanlnka poets be was addicted to drinit, but 
wbeo repravi-d he replied in a moat feeling and touching song 
tlixii be was not drunk, but that his soul was drunk with the (ove 
uf S^ktt. He died in lyGj—it Js said by Jumping into the 
river Canges with an image of Kali, whicli n^as thrown to after 
the ceremony of the puja was over. 

Wc next come to the cenon'ed poet Rharat Ot.mijra Rava’ 
He was the greatest ornaineni of the court of tlir runowed Raja 

Kiishna Chandra Raya o( Nadiya ; who favoured liim highly 

ajuJ gave liiin some lands near Mulojor, where Bharat retired in 
his after life. His principal work b llie A»tiadit .Waif^a/a, of 
which the l^idya Sundara in the most famous. The Bengalis 
language owes much of its sweetness and richness to this poet, 
who was singufarly happy in the expressions he used. 

We pass over a long list of minor poets, and only stop 
to mention the name of the great Ram Mohan Raya. The 
impetus which he and his fotlowers have given to the prose 
titerature of Bengal mnst be thatikfuEly acknowledged by every 
one. As a poet, Ram Mnhan Raya wrote some songs which 
arc full of feeling and moral sentiment. 

hfadan \fohan Tarkalank.-ir was a more thorough poet. He 
w'as burn in (8i6, and served the British Government as a 
Deputy Magbtrate. Ifis beautiful poetry is appreciated and 
read by every cdncaleij Bengalee. He died in 18.58. 

iswar Chandra Gupto bears a still nobler name in the 
annals of the poetic Itlerattire ol Bengal. He was bom in 
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i^ip in the villjigr of KificbrafKara on tile Hoogly— 
opposUr to the toivn of Moogljr anri was a Vasdya tiy ca.r.te 
He contributed very Ifttgrly to the fonnaticHi of the prose 
literature of Bcogal—tiimiteir conducting some of the enrtiest 
and best conducted ncsiv-ipapers of the coiiirtry. fits paelic 
talents were first caJled into play by hisi animosity towards 
Canri Sankara Bltattacbarjja,—briltr knoiATt ns Our.Gurr 
BhatUcharjya J and the rival c Hus ions of these two poets may 
well form a cfiaplrr in the annals of literary disputes, ft was 
about 1848, that we find Isw^ar Chandra Gupta writing the 
Hitn Prabliakar* Prabrulha Prabhakar, the Bodfreudu Bikiiks^ and 
a bl of other books and pcricidiLalti^ He died in 1859, 

or tike writings of \faHliix Sudan PatU we iihalJ say but 
little. He was horn in the district of jessore by die bank^ of 
the Kabatakkha. which he hajj immartaUied in song, and after 
completing his edm^tion here, went to Engfand and was called 
to the Bar. He began his practice at the Cnkntia Bar with 
good success,, but genuine pnet that he was, he wm il! suited 
for the legal profession. His last years were spent io penury^ 
and he died deeply lamented. 

TRANSLATIONS Of’ POPL^AR VERNACULAR SONGS. 

Taz^ Ba By //tfjfr. 

SixagerH o nHih aR ifaiM 
SlriitHi ewK rlwnTirfiR. swKwtTf acw'4 
Seftti for i\m wia* ilw* U(i» the heift* 

Evrt mwe cpiukliua. 

Wuti thttifr ewa Iwrtd cwt* Jiike «isj, 

NiriUcd apart in iMfrrtltf jiw. 

5?HAich frrwn hw hin *fl«t hbs, 

MonucDllr atilt fwiRW tlie hfmnl 

Bflr with tiM* UTw iinkleu, hftHff 
Win* to ifwpir* nw aj I ; 

Hastra li> p<Mtr in gi>b 1 ^ btiRht 
NvciAf of StiSrit, Mi* iMijlii. 
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Life \s but Eife, t-lilga 

Lcnjp ai thaa iiHafTn tbe k"ft I ft£ iHhcj 
P ofcr CMit ihcr tkcrtnry wciklth. 

Drink in thy lisved one manjr « hf?dTtbi 

Tbnu who haft *to3n mjp heart awajr. 

Darling, for me tby rbiftrms diiiplay; 

Deck and iHiarti thy jrootll'ft *crft bloninj 
Ul« each fAcr dyi mehI airfci penfiicne^ 

Zephyr of niafflH when puiaEpg h^r 
Bow^r df mjr tiarve. Ihii rigb„ 

Sihntinit from her HaHv fcwel nnJ irELOt 
Strain* etili mom spai^ting, twoctlj now E 

CeiAmuriaH. 

A correspondent writing to the Calcuffj Gaaette or lit 

gth June, (8o8, says—'" Happcnfug to attend a Cashmcriaa 

-nautch a Tew nights agn, i was struck with thi* melody ard 

effect of DUE of the natirt airs, which m much attracted mr 

# 

attirntion that I procured a copy and version o( the original 
fiODg. The origiTiaJ is in the Cajlimeree la^nguage, and the 
venrion has only the merit of being faithful^ 

O say whst premmi fruEEE your h^nd 
Hap niiichD^ me uve atfrsiMi bT smrf s 
And ell1 was present e'er m 
A* twe’s wft whiepen to ray ear. 

Mark« in uflfirtioD"! nd deo^p 

If or tfiip petor frame wastes fepl ; 

J lingialaibp fiiFit, firom ore tij mQtn^ 

Nor Ude of Inod om bajley.cmit; 

When (kmth thy croeily ib;^l bringp 
Then wlk tbani fed lb« icorpinn'i 

Tbwj, a jay mtrtial caveEier, 

AH tapeo fcpfX^ dEsdaJn'st Eo 
Of waTe^ of Icvn ant welE irwaie^ 

Now ilrf ifaon toiled into.tbc mere ^ 

My nvel'i Jobe inuduxiA eri 
PtcfmiK ^ tdu-mpkui oW tby heart 
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Ttls-FF0*9 iTinr wliinto^ charms 'hiiT7 pirtcrd fn 7 ‘br^Urt^ iiTid s^l rny hrart in flainfi 
Hitt bitbcr'i onlj iiixu^htcr hIic\ V«d]pi a licr numc. 

*Tli i^crt for mt thwa aharim to tvM i O f wriuM ihe wett but mfnii't 
Tbou^h muftal biinlif darG u^tc td anc dl?3iaK. 

They say Ibal txive baj n«wr sbowii bU jliape (o tiutft^* *y^ 

Vrl idio bfib.433dB my Verdya,. wilK the face of Love Aacrf. 

Her djUaJ mjif boAuty if the i^od At Any time ihoyld lee, 

I fcAf I, I tbAt RiIttt hEnLiG^ my Tinl joqfe er-aitldl be. 

Ill write her aqiI pDiir mj Icve-eick ttrWiiB htte bur eaJv 

The lanrd gkI» of hHaII Mj VeedyA dfleit bexr; 

O wtanEd I Wore a hlfti Uut lung in Vrlddohra^i greeu grove I 

My nd$E« nrigbt pleoK the daliaiy ear ef her [ deixly !UiTb 

Uj V'ewdyA** beutty iilb my bmd—I irtadj nonght bsode 
MJ Veodyn^p unme 1 dwielJ upoo from mom ti] I even^tide i 
She only !# (tiy wtHy hope, my wiiK my aiizi^ ray eod ; 

My Druatrt to Veedya pad to h« aloee aecnid^ 

Baliad. 

Tin: follotving is a tmnaiktjort of a native ballad of Niiicof* 
wbich ia very popular among ibc poor lq Indian iTTOwda al 
mnJiia, &c. 

^'^ihout a penny— be content to «fa|»e « p dirty rrrtnh^ 

With B penny- piek and fhoorn, tcf avery dain^ OJotca. 

Without a penny —opo the gToond lay down yottr restiaM tawti 

With a p^nay—like B kingj loll oa a feaUtiir bed. 

Qb r pennies are wtsrldJy thin^ti the moii esAwfivpd cif tnf^ 

And the pennikM pMf wtatch » iriJuicd — !*» tbao half b pantif. 

A Poem Kkmaja Hofo. 

During MahmoptI Shah's rtign ihr pMts of Arabia and 
Poniia resorted to the Dcjcan^ and partixik of hh HbemTily. 
Mepr Feia Ooltah Atijoo, who presided on the seal of jtisaice, 
once presenting the king with an ode, received a ttioiisnnd 
pieces of gold, and was pertnilted to retire to bis own country, 
loaded with wealth and dUtinctioD. The farce of the king's 
taste, his affability and toimificeacc spread so widely, that the 
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ci^lchmtcd pQcE of Shira,£f Khivaja Hafiz, dctcnniJied to the 
FJerctan, btit was prevented hf a Lraiii of acddetilSr H^LicIi are 
thus JT^rlated. Meer FeiJi OQilaJi Anjoo sent tB this famous pod 
a pfriicfnt fram the kingr^ and a letter froni hlmaeih promislagp ii 
he would Come to Koofburga he should be haudsoinely rcw^ardedi 
and have safe conduct back to Sliiraz. Hahzt fram Usese 
kind assuraace&r consented^ and having quitted Shiraz, arrived 
safdy at L^ir^ w'herc he assisted a friend wlio bad been robbed, 
with part of his ready money. Fro to Lar he was atcompained 
to Ormus by Khivjija Zeio-oot-Ahid-Deers, Hamdany and 
Khivaja Mahomed Kaziroonyf who were also going to viait 
HindoosLin. With ihtsc persona he Ewfc shipping in one of 
the royal vessels, wfdck had arrived at Ormna from the Deccan* 
but it had icareely weighed anchor when a gale of wind art>sc, 
and the ship was in dangier, aod retariicd to port- Hafiz 
suficred so much during the storm, Chat Jse iiiF^btcd on being 
pul ashore^ and abandoned Iiis voyage. Having written the 
following vetiiee, he delivered them to his companions to be 
given to Feiz Oollab AnjoGf after which he returned to Shiraz 

Can sli tbo the war]4 URitovB„ 

Though pcHircd FijtrtiJDi9i^# b^unlfatiA liaad, 
wAd iftr tli£ Jogirj I ^chiph 
Thv Eirvciici of tuy hatmt fond \ 

Mw rrifrfida cxclalened, + Oht 'flay si homl^ 

N^ir cjitit tbta onr^!^1i(!lov'4K] ippt * 

WTiat teoiptf iHm thiu to rDam — 

To quit ^hjrix—iJcscFt Utjf e?rt f 

•Toil mjal cottFl tfi3] ill 

Thoojjb all ita ETitgeisiw w^lth b* fi™. 

The ti.l*2sijiH» whJf |j jciq sM way* 

HcBiiCh atid nmteot, tAi* ^ts of beaFtoo P* 

Tbe Iflarv ct gmt cunfim:^ my B?gtrt—■ 

Tbr utfeati't iti*# f eeW hsd heard ; 

Rut pnw thai ( am f«tJ arirfrti 

r imlj v^a bow 1 kitve arnsd. 
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Thiiu|jh ijili'iuUd priMiK* tmtr tiKtik, 

Hu«r coiiJil I Eiirii n dotard pro¥«. 
fifkw courd t IclTQ bt^ rtnfnl 

111 ipind, mif Hi F frlmib 1 Ihtp f 

HnfTr abjnRs th^ c^ourt— 

W Itim bnl hmr cbbtcnE iad haalth i 
For whal tfli him oin HUld ItTtpefftp 

WkH> ^orm iht pttLka of vorliUj' wcoIeIl ? 

Whfiri Fek Clatlah rccdved this potm^ he read it to the 
King^ wliQ WHS Epiich pleased; and ohservedi that as Hafii tiad 
aet out with the iateatbn of visiting bim^ he felt it tacuni be at 
not to leave him without proofs of his tiberaJity- He therefore 
entrusted a UiOLLsaiid pieces of gold to Mahomed Ivasim 
Mti^shjdyi one of the learttcd meii at Kodbuiga, to puri:bas« 
n^hatsocveri among the productitiiis of [ddhi, t?R5 likely £□ prove 
most accepLabJe^ ia order to send them to tlie poet at Shiran, 

TA^ NaufcA GfV/V S&ngt. 

The following is a tmnslatjon of a Mfall known ** of 

HaJlrp wbidi is often sung by the nautch gids la Bengal 

Whlbt baiuihed thuii lay love 1 pui^ 

Aak me ACit whai ore mEine; 

And mk mm uat the f»k hrmfei, 

Whtmt ch«rm4 ray Iwui InflamfL 

Aik me, O uJt MiP HM lb terk 
Huw mimy kirtir um Unfa left 
Wbefl my luiul 4yei I41I Air Iter fami , 

And farr reiiriitjf did faen, 

Npf oak tnc to br£r^ 

Tlis tcfldir vemir tlir tnaid did sijf i 
Qr a hrr % I dwed lepm^ 

Aik Djot Bafii tb entifeH. 

t>aaixLed ndw la buioc eterml eaiv« 

O Ak ADt wlul lay Myrrawt art; 

An calk fftmt the dunarf^i 
Wk«t tAW^ue can IhU mf untlckad Maim I 
40 
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\VDR»O.^G OF THE CENSORSHIP. 

It h known l\mt Hindoos and Chinese cantend for the 
invf^ntinn of ihepntas. It was tir^t brought into use in India 
by the Portuguese, who ef^tablbhed some presses at Goa. 

The Frst ncw^ipapcT started in CaJeutta^ a^ w^e hnive already 
stated, was I the Jl^rKga/ Gesrtft on the a^th janiiiiry, i j8o. 
Mr M. Hirkey* was the praprietor and pnbUaher. If any one 
desire to satisfy of the low moral lone of society in 

Calcutta at that period, let him turn over the pages of that 
paper ll ia fud ot infamous scandals—in some places so 
ili’igui«ed 3ts to be almost unintdligfble to the reader of the 
pnrscnl dny,, bat in others set forth broadly and unmistakeahJy; 
and with a relish not to be concealed. Many of the worst Ubcis 
appear in the form of Hctitiou!; race-meetings, law cases, warlike 
engagements; or are set forth in the shape of advertise me nta. 
As this journal teems wdlh vile abuse of Warren Hasttogs and 
fds coadjutors, It is aol unlikely that the project was proraoied, 
or at all events countenanced, by the powerful clique Opposed to 
the Geveruor-Gtnerali namely Messrs. Philip Francis and Co. 

The Stnga/ possessed all the venom for winch 

Francis was noted, but lacked the ability of that gifted writer* 
As an CKarupIc of the scurrilous aE;tacks against the Governor- 
General and his friends, we shall quote the dr^mafis 
of a ** Playbill Eilraordinary^' inserted in Its columns. There 
Warren Hastings figures as Don Quiirotc fighting with 
windmills, by Ihe Great Mogul, commonly called the Tygef of 
War’'; Impey asJudge Jeffreysj by the Vcd'ble PcKilbudy” ; 
Chambers ns *'Str Litntierj by Sir Vioer Pli3nt''j Justice Hyde 
as ''Justice BiilatiLc^ by Cram Tarkey,^* and tli« Rev, W. 
Johnson, the senior chaplain of the settlement^ ag "Judaw 
IjK^ariol touching the forty pieces, by the Rev% Mr. Tally Ho!" 
The Grand Jur}—this, of course, refers to Nundkymars trial- 
are r^pTesented as "'Slaves, Train-hearers, Toad^aters, and 


* Sho»i4 be J- A* Mktj. 
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Sycophaiitf?," 0 /i^cii ib^y wcrre tom posed ef indepeudenl 
jgentJemenp merchanlSi &e-, nnd amcr^^ them iva# benevolent 
Charles Weston, who benefiled many and iivronged none^ 
whether Europeans or Nati ves. Hickey describes ZiJmseJI there 
as " Cato, also the Tnie-bom EitglishmaJi P' 

The play is stated to be A Traged/t called T^j-ranny in 
Full Bloom, or the Devil to Pay."' Even poor Lady Impey was 
dragged in and insnltiiigjy alluded to thus; **Caird Lisses and 
Pluckings at Lady Poolbody'a Routs/' This was the style oF 
vulgar lampoon indulged in by the Benga/ regarding 

the then head of the Government and the pdoLJpaJ personages 
belonging to iL 

The advertbemenls, piiblishcd in Hickeys 
conclusively prove that Calcutta Folks then had many amu$c* 
ments. The very first number mentiqn^i that, at the Calcijtta 
Thi-atre^oo an early date, would he acted the comedy of the 
" Beaux Stratagemp"' and that the Calcutta Races would be 
nin j one of the prices to be run for is stated to be '^thc 
flubficription plate, value 2,000 sicca rofjees/" 

ft is but fair to state that Hsekey did not merely puhlisli 
libellous articles againitt Hastings and Ids partisans i he 
slandered every one and any one he disfiked right round. 
Even young ladiea were most ofFensively alludrd to under 
different s&ubripitt^^ which must hnve been transparfnt to 
every one composing the Society of Calciitta" at that time. 
Among others, brought forward to the notice of the public, wajj 
one named Hookah Turban/' said to br a Mlsj Wrangham. 
Gentlemen are. of courne, similarly dealt wEth^ and one Mr. 
Tailor figtires in an unenvmbk llglit freqoently as Mr. Darai/' 
Such slanders being cart broadcast, h b not surprising io Jeam 
that those whom Mr. Hickey maligned did not submit tamely to 
insult as this paragraph will show— 

** Mr Hickey tliinh* it a doty incumbent on him lo inform 
bb friends in partkular^ Mid the poLlic in getivraii thai an 
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altempl was made to assassin ale him last Tliiacsday morning, 
between ibe liours cf one and two o'clock, by two annrd 
Eti ropeam, aided an d assisted by a Mao nuan - M t. H. is obi iged 
to postpone the particulars at present fnr want ql room, but 
they shall be inserted the first opportunity “ 

Four yeans teter, qr in .M;irch 4. 17d4, 3 semi^olliciai 
naiued tho Catentta Gamtte, come into existence, under the 
cditordiip of Air. Francis dadwin, wiiicb the Gorcrnor-^enernl, 
ifr, WifTiiH Hastinga, and his council, deciared to be publialidii 
" under their sanction and aathority.” 

It is impossible to turn over the Indian journals of 1 ySS, 
and the few following years, immedifltcly alter laying doivu 
those of 1780-81, without being struck with the veiy rfiflerent 
kind of reading which the society had begun to rpltsh. The 
journals of 1788 are highly ilecortjus and rcspeciabfc. They 
contain m, pdi,^te slander, no scurrilous Infective, no gross 
obscenity,^ The papers abound in descriptions of balls and 
plays, but in them is nothing offensive. 

The journals of 1793 were as regardfid of the feelings 
of society as those of ihc present day i they were scrupulously 
coiirleous lo iodividuals, and delicately fearful of giving 
olTence, 

No restriction was placed on writing iHiti! 1798, Itp to 
that time tlic press fn India was on the same footing with 
the press in nngiand; wdth this exception, that the Governor- 
Genera) riiigltt take away the Uceose of any individual, and 
pteveni him from remaining in India 1 not the press Ucense, 
but the Jicciwe under which liLs residence was allowed. In all 
ntlier respects the press was the same as in HnglaiML 

Mr. Bicktr WM. in-tlis time of ft^airen Hastings, tn'cd 
and con detuned for a libel; but he was afferwards forgiven hy 
hw pmsfcutor. Colonel Duane, a gentleman who afterwards 
signalized himself in America, was banished by the &tart;uii 
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CothwiiIIja ; aisd Dr. ^ractean, anuUirr dkblin^uLNhcd iiuJiviiIloI 
was sent i^way hy Uie iMariiu^ Werllirhtrjr. TEd^ lii^d lo 4 
cerrsorshipt ivhirh wa.& Esevcr registEjed in lJie? Supr^nni: CoyrL 
Butj aa Lhc Governor-Gt:nt;ral poss-tiised tlie pawer to rcnsiove 
any individual^ hn eJtcrcmrd til at jKswtr to fix lesitniiiiU un itjc 
pre5s; and thus the censorship was esiaLrtslieiL 

As au c vide nee of Llir worlring of ihr censorship ivln^^h 
then existed on the Press, the folio T^taifrapli from the 
the Govcrnnient organ, an tins loth I*cbruaTjf> 
1785, will be of ititrrcft: **We are directed by tlio llonorabk 
the Gpvenior-Generiil and Council to express tbeir on Lire 
ifisapprobadon of some eatrarits from Engiisb ntwaj^pt-r* 
whhdi appeared in ihb papf?f, during a sTiorl period when Uie 
editor was iitider the necessity of eo*rusting U? nth^rr hand* 
the siipcrtntendence of the Press/' How puerile for th«r 
Govii^rntntnt of the day to of exlmnts from English 

newspapers; had the pafagraphs objected to I>ren Calcuttit 
edUonds, there might have been some reaiKin in llie dw- 
approval. It tnust have been a difSerttU matter sirrely to 5te<r 
clear of shoals and rocks under such a despotic GDvxrnifient- 

In i8i«, the Marquiji of Hastings abolislied that censor¬ 
ship.. The restrictionH or regulations witirh Ihe Matquis of 
Hastings imposed io fieu of the cetmorshfp wem never 
Tcgifilercd. TIxy onlv operafeil tlirnugh the Govern or-ijcneniJ 
(without the concurrence of liia ccmncifh who« hands 
were plained the power of bi-ntshing any Ecirnprart he tnighi 
think fit t but it rrmaioed a dead Trllcr during the wl^olo 
of Lord admirrlfytnifion; the ronsequciiee was, that 

while the noble Miircinu gorerned, the fpress ivas perrerdj free- 
In lhal time setcii newspapers were est.iblbbeiL 

Tt xtRs no longer necessary to ^ibniit the proofs of a 
neirspitppr to the Secrelar)''to Government before publiculicia; 
but siill thero were considerable re^itrictive rules impWHsd on 
the presip, tehkb were cofumunkaied to Uie edilo^ in the 
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latlDuiiiK affk-Ml letter Hfs E«ei[fincy the Governor-Gcner^i} 
in Counnl liaviijg been pleased to revise the existing reguU, 
tions regnrding the corilrpJ tjccrcised by the Qovemnient over 
the ren’SpiperSj, f am directed to cemmunicate La you, for your 
information and guidance, the foNowjng resotulions passed 
hy His Lordship in Conncil. Hie editors of newspaper arc 
prohibited from publishing any matter coming tinder the 
foiloiving heads:—ist. Animadversions on the measures and 
proceedings of the Honorabk Court of Directors or other 
public authoiiiles in England connected with the Government 
of India, or disquisitions on political transacbons of the focat 
ailministration, nr offensive remarks levelled at the public 
conduct of the members of the coundf, of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court or of the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, ^nd. 
Discassions having a tendency to create alarm or suspicion 
among the native population, of any intended interference 
with tJieir religious opinions or Observances* 3rd. The re* 
puhijcation from English or other newspapers of passagea 
coming under any of the above heads, or otherwise calculated 
to affect the British power or repufation in India. +tli. friv-atir 
fi&ndal, and personal remarks on individuals, tending to ejeette 
dissension in society.” 

The question of restrictions of the press of India (English 
newspapers of counse,) was the subject of an animated debate 
in the House of Commons. On the arstof March, iSii, Lord 
A. Hamilton moved '-for copies of all orders, regulations, rules 
and direcbons promulgated in fndm since the year T797, regard- 
ing the leslniint of the press at tlie three presidencies of 
engaJ, Madras, and Bombay, whether acted upon by the 
Goveromciit there, or sent out by the Coun of Directors or the 
Board of Controi. His object, he explained, was not to find 
fault with any of the regulations to which his motion referred, 
but merely that an opportunity might be afTorded of knowing 
what were the taws ta existence upon ttie subject, and also upon 
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ivhftt a.uLhDrity Lhcj had brcn rftablljhed. By the exUtiiig 
reguirtlions he itnderstood no pewspaper could he pobUshed m 
Ipdia which had not prrvipusly teceired the saoetiinn of Govern¬ 
ment, on the penaJty of immediate epiharkatjon for Europe. 
The Secretary of the Governmentp in revising newspaper** was 
to prevent al! ob^rvatiofis respectiog the pitblic rereinies and 
finances of the eoantry; all observations respeeting the 
emharkationjc ati hoardship of stores or expeditions and tlieir 
destination p whether they bcJoiiged to the Company or to 
Europe; all statoments of the probabiUly of war or peace 
between the Company and nalive Pow^erB; all cbservalions^ 
calciAlatEd to convey intormation to the enemy; and tti<: 
repohlioation of paragraphs from t-he European papers which 
migbl be likely to cKctte dissattsfaction or diBcontent in the 
Company's territariefi. II the pres* was to be prrventod Irom 
publishing anything on ^1 these headSp he (Lord A. HamiltonJ 
was at a loss to know wliat subject w'as left open to it." Th^ 
motioD wfiB opposed by Mr, Duudas^ who said that oobte 

lord seemed to infer that no restraint should Ije placed upon 
the press in India. If such was his Tccaning, he must say that 
a wilder scheme oever entered into the tmagination of man 
than that of negulatlug tlie Indian press similarly to the 
Englisli. There could he no doubt that the very Go^'emment 
would be shaken to Its foundation if onJiceoserd publicatiorti 
were allowed to circulate over the continent of Hindustan. 
There could be hut two descriptions of persons in India—I hose 
who went to that country with the license of the Company, and 
those who lived in its actual service l and there could be no 
doubt whatever Lh.it the Company had a right to lay any 
regulation it pleased on those who chose lo live under its 
power, and who when they went into it* territories knew' the 
conditions of FubmiBsion to its authority on W'hirJi their stay 
depended.’^ In the coorsc of the discussion tvhich followed* 
Sir Thomas Turton spoke in a strain of Hcvcre sarcasm on the 
principles of our government in IndijU He Fully agreed tliat 
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60 Jclightiiil a plant ai the liberty of tlie pres^ Gootd rnsv-nr 
HfjurLsh in the aieriJe soil of despotism. '* VVfiy,’* he asked^ 
should yon give liidiaus the advantage of knowlcdgr? You 
wouid only tlierehy be giving them the means of detecting 
yoUr own injustice. You have ransacked their coutitry,, you 
have despoiled its people^ you have murdered tlieir princes; 
and, of courge, for your own protection, you must keep them 
deluded, deceived aud ignoranL You might as well tdl rat of 
the liberty of the press in Morucco and ATgier as under your 
govern meet in India- Accurdiag to the right honorable 
gtmtlemafl, the people oMndia are considered m nothing. If 
such is your prindple, to keep thena ignorant is as much your 
policy as to keep them enslaved bas been your crime.'* 
Ultimately Lord A. Hamilton'i motion was rejected, on a 
division, by a majority of 5J against f«. Au argument used 
against it by one uf its opponents was us ingentous as it was 
unausiveriihle. " The liberty of the press was," he stated, 
"for the pfcservaliou of freedom f but as there was no freedom 
tti India to preserve, tEiere was no occasion for Liberty of the 

presi-'* 

Mr. Buckinghani took ehatge nf the Ca/cuffa /ewmai 
in iSili. ft ims hia miafortitnc early in ihjg to incur the 
di?.plea.vtinj of the Govi rnnr-Genoral. The first offence given 
by Mr. lluckiugham was as follows r—*** VVe have received a 
l<'tfer from Madras, with a deep mourning border, aimourtring 
the fart that Mr. tllrott u continued hi his pKaidcocy of 
Madras for three years longer. Tliis appointment is regarded 
as a public calamity in Madras, and we fear It will be looked 
afron in no other light throughout India gercndly," But tliis 
wav not the only ofTeticc rommiLLcd; in Mr. Buckiiigham's 
paper there appeared many other paragraphs said to be 
calculated to create {iiscontent, and alienate the affections and 
all 1*^11111 Cd of the natives of that vast empire. The Caintiia 
fvUrtial had a large circulation, Mr. B. received repealed 
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waming3 fram the Govtfiiiiieiit, for uisctibg arlJdea Jnjurtaus 
to ihc ititcrcifts of the Eaal Irdla Company. Amongst otlusm 
’n’as an attack upon tke fiishop o[ CoJeutta. and the Bishop 
appcaJed to the Government- Upon one occasion proceedings 
had been instituted against Mr. B. in the Supreme Court, and a 
true bill found against him, yet Mr. B. went on publishing 
artieJes, attacking even the gem J juty "’hich had found the bill- 
While these proceeding^ were in progress, one judgi'' was 
removed to Madrai., anidher went home, and Sir Francis 
Macnaghten thought it best to postpone the inquiTy. Six Henry 
B1 asset nt length arrived, but his death shortly after caused the 
qu*. ti& to be postponed. Mr. Buckingham however continued 
his attacks on Government. 

On lie 15th March, lUaj, Mr, Money, the Standing Counsel 
to the Company, laid before the Supreme Court, a '’Rufe 
rramed ty the Honorable the Govemor^Genera! in Coundl, 
regulate the future publication of newspapers, &c.t w'iLbm 
the BEttlement of Fort William.'’ The rule comnieiiCEd nd 
follOW'S 1— 

« Whereas articles tending to bring the Government of this 
country a.s by law cstabliahcd. into hatred and ccmlerapt. and 
to disturb the peace, harmony, and good order of society, have 
of late been frequently printed nni' circulated in newspapers 
and other papers, published in Calcutta, for the pTeventlon 
whereof it is deemed expedient to regulate by law the printing 
ond publicatinn within the scttkcnmil of Fort WilHam, in Bengal, 
tpf ncws|k9pcrsj and of all magatines, registers, pamphleLs and 
other printed bonks and papers. In any language or chanu-def 
published periodically, cotilairlng or purporting to coniain 
public news and intdiigeiicc, or Btrictures on the acts, measures 
and proceedings of Gnvemment or any political evenU or 
translation.^ whatsoever, file.’* 

On its being read Mr. Fergusson, on hehad of the pruiclpal 
p roprietor of lUc its regi^tratiim a* 


4 * 
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facing "rtpugnant to the laws a! the realm." On tlie 31st 
March Iht- aijgomcnts of the (eanied council were heard, Sir 
Francis Mocnaghten wis the presiding judge. After the merits 
and demerits of the Governor-General's order had been gone 
into by the Covemment advocate, as welt as the opposing 
coutiacl, the judp gave a lengthy opinion on the qm'srinn. 
Hen: Ls the only important part which adverts to the liberty of 
the Press:—*' It appears to me to be assumed in the nrgumL-nt 
that Calcutta is as free a land as England. Whctlier it be 
advisable for the liberties of England, or for the inhahhauts of 
Calcutta, to grant a free consititution to India, ] shall never 
enquire, but T shall always rejoice at the spread of litmrty, I 
know that many are of opinion that India is a proper countty 
for the Intmductlon of the same liberties as those enjoyed by 
Englislmcn- at home, but I aUo know that others are of quite a 
different opinion- Among these Sir William Jones, a loabus 
and ardeat lover of liberty, [s ono; and says that the 
rnt ijctton of liberty into India would be womc limn the most 
csdious tyranny. If w-e are to have a free constitution in Jntlu, 

1 Shall be glad if any one who can do so, ivill tell me upon wh,at 
pnneipJe we can fuund our right to It, I must own f do not 
know the text or the comment. I confess I am at a loss whence 
the idea, that a British subjtTt or any une else has a right to the 
liberties of England in this country, lias arisen, I really know 
of no pL-ice where there is more rational tibertv tJian Jn Calcutta. 
Industry-,s encouraged here, and f never knew an individual 
who Lad any claim to it, coinpUin of a wrant of patronage and 
attctition. r never to any society where individuals were 
more free, and fvarles-s and fearlefis they may well be, where 
they have nothing to fear in (he expression of their sentiments, 
say that a Irec press coming into cunUct wilt, such a 
ovemmenl as this is, f|uitc inconsistent and incompatible, and 
Ihnycsmnot stand togetlier. What have Icea the consequences 
of Mr- Buckingham's transmission. A gentleman has come 
onvar , las taken Uie cfiaigc of the paper and lias loJd ihe 
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Gpvctumctit that th«y CitinJL send him out ot liie countiyp tin 
what he wilh But Riuj not u role ctstabliiihet) lo meet sueh a 
case? Ft b wry troe he mnnot be sent out ut the ootmtvy^ but 
where b the fepugtiaticc to the British bvv ? 1 repeat that this 

Go%^crnment and a Frcju Press arc incompatt1:ite and cannot be 

consistciU^^^ 

r 

It was then ofdajncJ that no such printed papet, SlCV, 
should bo allowed without a ITcetise. And that aO ofFentei 
against thb rule should be visited by heavy penaltitHij and 
imprisonment. 

On the 6th November of the same yeari 18^3, the fu!l eftect 
of the above rule w-'ts brought to bear upon tlie puhlisherB ol the 
Cafeufirt /a^rKu/ and itB SimdiiLy supplctncntt the ticarnse for 
ilic publicaiion of which \y&s revoked and re-caJleii 

Mr, Buckingham was brought into fourty by the ordiiiafy 
legal process, to answer for a tibri oti the sii jujcretarie^ 
Tliose individaiils were perfectly right in bringing their action, 
if they tbnuglit that they bad been slandered. A difTcrent 
course was piitsued under Mfi Adames administtation 1 which 
followed. Mr. Buckingbaui was banisbcd j and tlie ticensbig 
system was established, and the decree for that purpose 
registered in the Supreme Court. Thus then the mattirr 
stood;— At Madras, the Marquis Wellesley's ceniorjhip still 
prevailed i at Bombay, the press remained in tlie ^tne fftale 
as that in which it existed during the administration of the 
Marr|uis of Ha,stings; that is to say pmfwiy speaking* there 
were no precise restminls on the press; while* at Calcutta^ the 
Ikcnring system was adopted- 

The Supreme Court of Jusiicc at Bombay complaincil nf 
the GaMCfif* for having mificolored, garhledt and 

misrepresenled the proceedings of the eciiuit* it appeaned that 
Mr Warden, the chief ^tr^l^ry to the Government, was the 
proprietor of the tfc>JiiAu/though the aominal owner 
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and editor Has a Mr, Fair The Bombay CovenintLmt 
im'Lited at this, and tliey felt themselves obliged to send homer 
Mr. Fair, on account of those mlsculored statements Mr 
Warden, liimaelf a member of the Government, garbled the 
proceedings of the Supreme Court, and the Govemmctit 
elected Mr. Fair, a man of straw, as the scapegoat and sent 
him home. Subsequently, Sir E. West compelled the edilois 
to register their names, The proceeding was much objected to 
by the Govern oh: nt of Bombay, but v-tis at last legally enforced, 
and the Court of Directors acquiesced in that muaaurc. Tliey 
went one step farther. They prevented any servant of the 
Govemiocnt from writing in nervspapers, or from embarking 
property in such a specnialion. Oti the loth of July, iSj6 , the 
Supreme Court of Justice at Bombay were called gn to register 
the BengaJ rtgolatiotis. This they refused to do; and d| the 
tlirce judges pronounced it to be unlawful and inL'SEpeclient 

Gadcr a frets press such as formerly ejiistetl in Bengal, it was- 
aemss^ry m the first place to obtain a license, to unable an 
inmvi uaJ to reside in India; it was exceedingly riifficult to 
procure this, because the spirit of the Company's government 
was oppoi»d to colonizaU‘on. In the sctotid phire, if the 
indmdual intended to set up a newspaper, he must possess very 
conajdcrahte capital; for that purpose, six, eight or ten thous.ind 
pounds were requisite, fn the third place, they must be aiwe, 
that the editor of an opposition jourmJ was frowned on by the 
Goverement, and therefore where everything was rewarded by 
patronage, he could not expect Co obtain any situation of 
emolument. Fourthly, the editor was subject to all the lawHi, 
with respect to the press, that were in force in England, and 
he might, after a second rtonvictioii, W banislied, under the 
previsions of the six acts. And fifthly, hia license miglit, at 
any time, he withdrawn, by a son of Star-chamber proceeding; 
ivhich, however, did tret possess the advantages that were 
allowed in Vk Star-chamber, where a imui was put on ids 
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dcfcaec. Iti India no trial was granted; and se^'cml persons 
had b<-‘en banished tn Utat summary u'ay- 

To pul the mnltcr of the dcportaliot} of Mr* nutkirgham 
ftnd Mr. AniDt in a clear light, vve quote the following ffom a 
speech made by Mr- D« Kinnoird, at a meeting of a Court of 
Proprietors at the East India House in July 1634 :—" When the 
boiiomVjte proprietor came to the last charge, which had been 
made by Mr. Adam against Mr. Buckinglraai, he inveighed 
Strongly against that transaction. That dtargn was founded on 
an article written by tin' taller gentleman, in ridicule of ihe 
appololMicnt of the Rev. Mr* Bryce, a Presb^derian cluT^an, 
to the situation of Clerk to the Commissioners of Station cry. 
In const'qoitnce of the ternarks made by Mr. Buckingham on 
that occasion, he received a letter from the Bccretary to 
Government, ordering Mr. Buckingham itnmediately to leave 
the settlement and to proceed to MurD|x*; as if the safety of 
Tndiii were endangered because Mr. Butkinghanij, to a good- 
humoured article, laughed at the cstranrdiiiiuy appointment of 
Mr. Bryce—an appointment which Ivad created disgo.*^ in 
Scotland, and which he believed had occasioned a good d«d 
of animadversion in the General Assembly thcfe* Hot ev'cn 
this was liulc compared with the conduct of Lord Amhefst, 
wIh) had fcmoved from that country Mr* Arnot, an individual 
connected with the Catcuiia /avi-Kai, Mr. Arool was not 
the cdilur of that journal hut an assistant in the office, fhe 
situation of editor was lilted after Mr. Buckingham left India 
by Mr. Snndys, a Hindoo Briton, or lialfM:asle, who beirg 
a native, could not be removed- Lord Amherst knew this', 
and, as he could not molest Mr. batidya, he laid hold of 
Mr- Aroot, who was an Englishman, and ordered him liomc. 
TIuit individual went to Scrampore, There, however, he was 
given up- He was shipped on hoard a vessel going round by 
way of Bcncoolcn, and «oi direct to England; and bi 
onwholdsoioc dimale of Bencoolen tic teas obliged to remaat 
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far some time. It was quite evident ihol Mr. .AhidL w-as u^Iccted 
tin a victim to deter any other European from acUng on behalf 
of Mr, Buckjnghain." 

ft was the custGiq in 1834, some previous yea™, for 
the Governincnl authorities at the Post Office to require that all 
letters sent by post/<>should have on tiielr 
bacti the names of the ptraotin from whom they camt, Hint 
cver>- cornapoudent with tlm public press might bn known. 
Tills fact wtt team from a ept-eeh made by Mr. Ilunm at the 
India Hou.^ tn July, 1842, and it is a very significant fact, as to 
the asserted LTjert]' then given to the Press of India, 

Mr, Hume remarked in a speech at the India House in July 
1824" ft had been asserted that Mr. Adam had the power of 
putting don-n joum.ils. If this was the case, then why had he 

not put down the /oAn Bull in the Emt, which had been lilJed 
from the .. . , . 



tveiy sort of ahosii 


that could be scraped together against Mr. Buckingham. Mr. 

B.’a journal had bdeti put down, and yet the Goveminj-nt had 
not been able to 



numbers. But the reason 


was that the Jskn BhU was the 


pro^rty of the servants of Government, and that it had been 
Mtabhshed by them esprcssly to write down the C^hutfa 

/ovT»ai. Many of the influential officers in India were at its 
head, and Mr Greenlaw was the editor, yet n-ith all this power 
and influence they were not able to destroy Mr. Buckingham so 
at length ai a final lliey banklicrd him/* 
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£uct:eetlcil lijm ss editor^ thoiigb Jt b iiii^crtcd th^t 1^1 r- 
Snthcrria:nd mil cofitlnuccl writing lor the paper and was 
considE^red joint edilor. Hie proprietor of the Brngal 
C/tr^Hic/^ Rosariop^ wlraiic name ^J] liv^ in ihc nt^^mory 
o\ the Caldutta world, as tlio head a^ a long establlsked 
fikihElshing and bookselbng firm. Mr. Adain did tiot long 
Continue as editor of the Ckr 4 fmc/f’i hut established a 

paper of hb own under Uie title of the Ckrmid^* 

which wa,s published three timt^s a week. 

On llie 3Tst 1S37, the Govemtnent suppressjcd the 

C^f^nu/e- The following is a copy of the oFTtebt 
communication from Gavcmmcnt-^—Wm. Adam, and Mr. 
Viltiers Holeroftt proprietors eF the CakMiim Orcwic/r,— 
Gentlemen —The general tenor of the contents of the Ca/ett/ta 
Cftraaide^ having been for some time past higldy dbrespectful 
to the Governmcnl and to the llononiblc tile Court of Directors, 
nnd the paper of the 39th instant in particuIaTn comprising 
several pamgraphs in direct violation of tht; regulatiDnJt regard¬ 
ing the press, 1 am directed to inform yon that the Right Hon. the 
Vice-PrL‘55dcnl in Council has resolvud that the license gtanted to 
you [on the 35th Jajiuary tast^ for the printing anil publbhing of 
tlie Cit/cuifa CAr^fii^if be cancelled^ and it is hereby cancelled 
acrrtrdingly froTn the prtisenl date, [ am, &c- C, LuSHEhCGTON, 
Chief Sec, to Govt- Council CtunnbKr, jisl May, 18^7/' 

The censorship at Madras seems to have been csrrriscd 
wiiJi a strictness and m verity wilhout paraJlcI elsewhere- We 
are repeatedly presented with long iitellated blanks, both in the 
Ahi/r&s £7flj4f//rand Maiir^s Csfurttr, tndii^ttng the erasure of 
passages, the initial w ards of wme of w^hich lead us to believe 
that they could have contained nothing offensive. For ocample, 
in the of Apr!! ii, t8jg, occur this passage Mr, 

Deaman. wc find, has a! last been honourird with a s 3 k gown, in 
terms very flallertng*"—tthco folloWTs a quarter qf 3 cotumn of 


* Thii uai inr^babry Nn I*, b- D’ltuariO, 
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btars.) The same paper of a. diQ^ercnt (late, contains tlic 
b«gfinnii]|T of some remaiks upon a Calcutta n‘ork:—''In the 
Astatic Jiiarital for OcUthet is a letlct on the subject of the 
new Alias of /ttffta, a work pmjected on a ]iii]ge scale, 
imliculaHy as applied to Soathcru India; the maps of whicht 
being on a. scale of ooc mile Ui four inches, are diawn bj the 
late Caplolu Moontfoid, Uati wlmm it could not Jiave dcvalircd 
Upon a more eOidctit perEon. To the most correct jutignient he 
added the most accurate delineation an J liocst pencil possible 
to imagine. He excelled in whatever he tindertook in the 
department to which He belonged/' {Then follows a cfiasin 
«( about the same length as the other]. In the Courier 
of the aoth March, 1SJ9, appeals an entire column of slai^; 
the title of one of the blanks h “ Calcutta," alioviing that 
the expunged passage must be an extract from a newspaper 
of that presidency? A Courier of a subsequent date exhibits 
mo less than Jive starred columns! A passage, expunged by 
the censor from a Madras paper some lime previoEis found 
its way into one of the Calcutta journals,, aud turned out 
to be a stricture, we may venture to say, perfectly AarmJess, 
upon Mr, Hushisson t These frc'qucnt exerttons of a very delicate 
and invidious dLserctionaty power, attracted much notice, and 
pros'oiccd some severe animadversions, at the neighbouring 
presidency. 

In 1833 Sir Charles Metcalfe first dedared lliat tlie spread 
of knoivicdgc in India, wms of too pummount importance to he 
cbitrucled for any tempOTaty or selfish purpose. “ I am 
indmrd," said be then, “to think, Hut I would let it, have its 
swing, if I were sovereign lord and miustor," Pive years later 
saw him a meiubceof the Supreme Council, and aide to begin 
the battli' in eamest with a minute, the words of which are 
singularly ngnjfitmnt at present 

"Admitting that the liberty of the press, like other libertiea 
of the subject, may b« Buspended when the safety of the Slate 
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reqiiires^ such b- BacriGcep I cannM a cotiseqacnce acknowlctdg^e 
that the present instance ought to be fuade an esceptloTi to the 
usual practice of the Government;, for if there were danger to 
the State either way I there would be mote, I ahoeld flunk, ro 
Huppie^smg the pubUcation of the opinionSp than in keeping the 
vaJve open by which bad burnouts m^t evaporate* To prevent 
mien frnni thinking and feeling i* impossible^ and \ believe it to 
be wiser to let them give vent to their temporary anger in 
anonymeus letters io the new spapers^ the writers of which letters 
remain unknown^ than to make that anger permanentp by forcing 
them to smother it within their own breasts, ever ready to burst 
out It is no more necessary to take notice of such letters now 
than jt was before. The Government which interferea at its 
pleasure wilh the press, btcomea responsible for ail that it 
permits to be publlsheiL'^ 

In January JS35, Lord William Beutinck received a petition 
from the people of Calcutta calling on him to repeal the old 
press regulations* But he returned to England before the 
petition was discusstid, and Sir Charles Metcalfe was temporarily 
appointed head of the Supreme Council Sovereign lord and 
ruastetj^' at last, he saw bis opportunity^ and saWp toO| that it 
would not last long* With the help of Macaulay, fresh then 
from penning a panegyric on Milton^ the father of a Free Press 
in England, he was able to publish the draft of his famotis Act 
by the April of this same year^ The Calcutta meinorialista at 
once held a meeting and voted an enthusiastic address to Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, ** Uberator of the Indian Press.^* Thk 
addmis he answered with straightforward honesty and earnest¬ 
ness, and with such freedom of utterance as must have shocked 
the conventJonaJ reserve and eidusivcfiess of Indian jtatesmaxi- 
ship. But the words welt befitted a manifeisto bvoked by the 
publio eaprcBsiori of gratitude and approbation. 

The new press regulation, though Entroduced tn the spring, 
did not come into operation until the autumiir which provci that 

43 m 
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tcglsladon was n?a1)y a work of ifiauglut and cortsideratipn in 
those days; and the freedom qf the Indian Press dated from the 
i5tli September^ 1835. "It was a |p*eat day/'says Sir John 
Kaye^ " which the people of Catculia were eager to celebrate. 
So they subscribed togetherp and they erected a noble hujldicig 
on the banks of the ilcioghly to contain a public library, and to 
be applied to other enlighlcning purpostSp and they called it the 
Mctcaife HaJJ. It was to bear an biscnpLion declaring that the 
press of India was liberated on tire 15th September, 1S35, by Sir 
Charles Metcalfe^ and the bust of the Liberator was to be 
■enclosed in the building,'* 

FUGITIVE NOTtCES OF THE PRESS. 

The following official annouacement states that the Ca/arUa 
Ga^efie am/ At/rerfis^t which was started 10 t7S4T 

was to be considered an official organ for all advertisements of 
the Governmentj the editorial management not being constdcied 
official The HonorabJe the Governor-General and Cotincil 
having permitted Air. Francis Gladwin to publish a Gaaette 
under tbeir sanction and authority, the heads of offices are 
tierehy required to isaue all such advertisements or publicatious 
as may be ordej^d on the part of the Honorable Company^ 
through the channel of his paper- W. BruEhEp Secrctaiy- 
Fort VVilliam, 9th February, ^784-^^ 

The following advertisements we shall string together; they 
ame taken from the papers of (793 

** A Masquerade,'^ to ^bc held on the i6th Fcbruaiy at the 
Calcutta Theatre. Tickets at 20 rupees each. 

"Narrative of the suffcTings of James Bristow* belonging to 
the Bengal Artillery, during tea years' captirity with Hyder Ally 
and Ttppoo Saheh." 

Canaty Brids, for sale at Senunpore, by Mr. Meyer; two 
pair of very beautiful canaiy birds, which sing remarkably Fine. 
Price 60 rupees per pair. 


I 








HOKORABLa JOHN COMPAMY, 


33 f 

Rajali Camampa; an Indian talcj tranatalcd from tins 
Persian, with notcSi criticai and explanatory, by Lieulenant 
William Francklifl, and dedicated to Sir William Jones.” Price 
of each copy, wpAiirj. 

To give our readers some idea as to the cost oT hooks in 
i&ai, we note the following prices of a Few works then 
considered new, taken from an advertisement of Mr. Charles 
Wiltahire, a tradesman at Colvin's Ghaut:—Blair's Sermona, 

5 vob., 8vo-, 50 rupees; Shakcsponi's Hindostanee Gmtntnar, 
Dictionary and Selections, 4 vols., 410., iBo rupees ^ Scott's 
Bible, 4 vols., 4to., 125 rupees; Whiston's Josephus, 4 vols., 8vo., 
48 rupees; Kimpton's History of the Bible, folio, 50 rupees; 
Hewlett's Bible, 3 vols., 4to„ 250 rupees; Dotld'fi BihlB, folio^ 
2 vols., 270 rupees; Dr. Isaac Watts* Works, 6 vols., 
aoo rupees; Doddridge's Rise and Progress, flvo,, 10 rupees. 

From Mr. Thacker's Catalogue, No. 345, opposite St. 
Andrew's Church, we take the following sale prices for some 
w‘eU known works :—Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, t 3 vols., Bvo., 
80 rupees; Hume’s and Sroollett's History of England, at vols., 
lamo., sfi mpetrs; Pinkerton's Geography, 2 vols., 4to., 80 
rupee*; MeninakTs Aiahic, Persian and Turkish Lexicon, 
4 vgis., folio, 136 rupees. 

In a Government Caaette of the 31*1 May, 1821, we observe 
an advertisement of Muddoosoodun MookerjeeV Oriental 
Library, opposite St Andrew's Church, comer of Tank Square, 
Tilts bookselling concern conlinued iiJ etistence till tvilfiin a 
few ycara ago. 

la May iSai, Messrs. Samuel Greenway and Co, announce 
that they have admitted Mr. Samuel Smith into partnership 
in the "Bengal Hurkam Newspaper and Library, Printing, 
Statbnery and Bookselling concerns,” and that the firm would 
henceforth be Creenway and Smith. 
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The order of Goverament forferdding civilians or mdiUiy 
mer corresponding with the Press was to <jvery intent and 
purpose, 3 perfect farce and dead letter Mr. Lang telk us that 
on the staff of tile Mo/ttssilitf, which was published at Mecnit 
in 1847 and for several ^ears afterwards, were several gentlemen 
belonging to each branch of tlie service. These geatlcmea 
aotonljr wrote, but 50m* of them wrote for pay; and their 
connection with the press was well tnown by those at the head 
of Government. Major Thomas, who waa kilted in the add, 
was virtuaffy the editor of the Ma/itsjiiite. H. a Edwardes,' 
of the Fosiliera, was the " Brabrntnee Bull" of the De/ki Gateite. 
Mr. Campbell, of the Civil Service, was the "Delator** of the 
A series of mililaiy articles written in the last 
named paper attracted Ihn attention of Sir Charles Napier— 
they came from the peo of General (then Major) Mansfield, 
aftenvards Commander-m.Chief in India. In dl these instances 
the writers were notsUenced, but received staff appointments 


prooabiy the very first that had been 



was, which was most 

ever auempted to be 
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in Hiniiustaiit and that too under the auspices of the 
head of the empire. Means were at once attempted to pull 
a proof ahect of the form; this was done under manifold 
disadvantages, and the sheet disclosed six pages of the Koran ; 
The face of the type was excellent, and it is a pity that 
the press with its type were not preserved; but the ruthless 
soldiers pulled the whole machine to [deces and destroyed the 
types. This infonnation is obtained fconi the AsUtite Jsurwai 
for t86i. 




CHAPTER XVL 


SANITATION. 

Calcittfa did not at once acquire that elegance which haa 
gained for it the dcsIgMtion of the City of Palaces. In 1769, 
when Mr. John Shore, afterwards Lord TeigamDuth. came to it’ 
it insisted of “houses, not two or tiiree of which wert 
furnished with Venetian blinds or glass windows; solid shutters 
being generally used; and rattans like those used for the 
bottoms of chans, io lieu of panes : whilst little provision was 
made against the heat of the climate." Another writer of about 
the same penod says, that Calcutta “was one of the filthiest 
places to the world." Down to a much later date the extreme 
nastiness of the streets, and the absence of all sanitary regula- 

bona, afforded occasion for frequent animadversions in the 
newspapens. 

One illustration of the need of sanitation and cfeanliness 
may suffic*. ffifi/s Btmgai Gasefie for March 17S0 saw?^ 
“Would you believe it. that b the very centre of this opulent 
city, and almost under our noses, there b a spot of ground 
mea^ring not mofi! than fioo square yards, used as a public 
buiying p-ound by the Portuguese inhabitants, where there are 
annually mteired upon a medium not less than 400 dead bodies; 
that these bodies are generally buried without coffins, and hi 
graves dug so exceedingly shallow as not to admit of their 
being covered with much more than a foot and-a-half of cirth, 
insomuch that, after a very heavy fall of rain, some parts of 
them have been known to appear above ground; that when the 
pressure of the atmoapbere happens to be at any time dimkUhed, 
and the eHlovium arising from the accumulating mass of 
comiption has mom to expand, the stench becomes intolerahle 
and sufficient to give the air a pestilential taint! Moreover the 
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i^uajitity of DiJvHcr necc^ss^irity Rowmg from it assitnilallng wkh 
th^f springs of the earthy can scarcrrly fail ta impart tu the water 
in the adjacent wells and tank9 A tnoridd and noxioiii (.juaJityj 
laying by this means the foundation of various diseases among 
the poorer sort of people, who arc obliged to drink it; nar can 
those in more affluent drctimstajices, from ihr natural indolence 
and deception of servantSi promise themselves absolute c^^umption 
from ltd' 

This burial ground was, it is believud, in the vicinity of the 
Armenian Churchi 

The dead bodies of indigent natives were dragged naked 
through the crowded thoroughfares to the river, into which they 
vs^ere tkrowm i and aomeUmc5 a coqjse Jo a stale of putrefaction 
was left lying in close proisimlty to some crowded ba^an until 
the distressed neighbours would liberally fee the Mjtris or 
ficavengers; charged with the duty of removing it The country 
around the city was very msaJubitouSi and epidemic disease* 
often devastated the settlemenL Early m the eighteen ih centuryt 
out of 1200 Europeans* four hundred and sixty hiiHalu took 
place in six months; and for some years after the ru-occupaiion 
of Calcutta, it was a most unhealthy place* This was probably 
owing to the salt water lake to the east, aud lo swampy field* 
and tracts of uncleared jungle, the lurking place of the tiger 
and the leopard^ wtlhiu a very^ short diatunce from the town# So 
great was the annual mortality, lhat it is said^ the European 
rmdents met on the ijlh of October lu each year, to cort^ 
gratulatc one another on their escape from the pcstifcmii* 
influences of the rainy season. Towards the end of the 
eighteenth century, however* the healthiness ol Calcutta was 
well estahiished in the opinion of its jnhabitnnts; and it Im* 
continued hv^t since to be a very fialubrious place* notwithstand¬ 
ing iU gTCat natural difiadvantages. 
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The following curious items are talteti from the Gov-eminetit 
Co usu I Nations" of the 1st Kebroaiy, 1753, !Uid are hua<lcd, 
■' Items of expenditure In Tank Square and CalcnUa 

“ Three Sergeans’ diets and Doobey's hire 
in cutting the trees of the road ... Rs. 89 73 

To repairing the ivnJks, clearing and repair¬ 
ing the tank in the Park, monthly „ 33+3 

For oraiige trees for the use of the Park „ 24 o 0 

To the Mures employed for secret sendees „ lo t, 6 

*'*“■ •■■■ ui 77 3^ 9 

Govmd Chand's cat ^ ifs 

--u TP 009 

For BJiIc at public outciy of stjndiy efTccts 
belonging to Isure^ and Bovee, pmsti* 
tutes, and Diarainamg, confiscalt^d U> 
the Company 43,. 

The Government adrettised in 17^9 for contracts for 
“ levelling, dressing and making in puckah, the road forming the 
eastern boundary of the town, coramonly called the Boytaconnah 
Road, anti commencing from the Rasapugla Road, at the comer 
of Ciiowringhee, and terminating at Chitpore Bridge.” 

Much jungle and rank underwood grew within and around 

Calcutta, in such density that tigers were to be found even on 

the site of the new cathedral, and wild boar roamed qo the 
Cbowringhee plain j it was found necessary to dear the country 
to get rid of these and other annlmals; an order ivas therefore 
passed On the ixth July 1763, that "the surveyor be directed 
immediately to cut down all that sort of growtli tfimughaut iljc 
town and wiiiiin ihc limits of the Mahaiatta ditch.” 

CJ11 the 6th January, 179®. the Govcmnienl advert+sed for 
contracts for the constnjctinn of tfirec large tanks In Calcutta; 
the Rrsttank was “opposite to the Clicringhee Duildiiigs, and 
immediately adjoining to the roads about 300 yards distant from 
the corner; the earth excavau-d Irom which to be erapfnyed 
tourards laising and levelling the low tnarsliy ground in that 
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part of the Esplanade, and which cictnnd^ Lj tho westward al ibe 
greal^t dlstancet from four to five hundred yardsj aud about two 
hundred yarrk Lo the noitliwcist. The tank to be 5<}D feet long;^ 
3P0 feet broadj and twenty feet deep^ and to be finisbed on or 
before the iSft day of June in the year 1751/^ The second and 
third tanks—^^onc of whicli u to he situated midway betweeri 
the Troop Stalitea and the Gaol; the other a littk to the south¬ 
eastward of the formerp each to be about the sEune dimensTons 
in every respect with No. and the earth excavated from them 
to be employed towards raising and levelling that tract of 
marshy ground which lies between the Troop Stables a.nd Llie 
GiioL^^ Tliese tanks were cxcavatecL No. i| was no doubt 
Dumumtoliah Tank, and the pthera near the Gnat JaiL 

On the jSth April, 1794^ tn accordance with an Act of 
Parliament passed in the 33rd year of His Majesty^, which made 
it necessary lhat the Justices of the Peace should arrange for 
the wnlchingr repairing and cleansing the streets of the lowdi 
a meeting was held, and Air. Frands GladwiOr or tiin Collector 
of Calcutta for the time beings was appointed to collect the 
assessment fixed npon, which was Dne^wentietb of (he true and 
real annual valnes of all housest buildings and grounds In llm 
town- Messrs. Reeves, W. Brown, A. H. Smith, and J. 

Thornton were selected to make the assessment. Tliis appean 
to have been the first house-tax imposed upon CalcuLta. 

In order to prevent encroachments on the strectSi mads 
and lanes in the lawn of Calcutta, which seem to have been 
frequent, the Justices had been ohliged to issue an orderp under 
date the t6tb April, 1799, erdtriag that no such encroachments 
should be made, Mr. Tirctta, the superintendentp being alwap 
ready to give the necessary directions for the excavation of 
foundations or frontages on the public toad. 

What a filthy state the river off Calcutta was at that time 
and for many years afterwards, may be seen from the letter of 
a captaifi of one of the vcsecU lying in the stream, wriilcn in 
43 
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ifioa :—While we lay at anchor one of the crew was sent 
every moming to remora Lhe tlcad bodies from the cables. To 
account for this singular inconvenience, I ought to obsen'c that 
It is customary with inferior trlbea, when any of their family 
ate on the point of expiring, to remove tliem to the edge of Lbe 
river at low water-tnark; and should they be so fortunate as to 
crawl from the flow of the tide nod recover, they are never 
received by their relaliveSi but obligni to seek refuge among 
(he^DutcaHt tribes. Indeed ibe river at aJJ hours presents an 
unpleasant spectacle, and the dangerous effluvia, from many of 
Ihe carcases in a state of putrefaction Is often the cause of 
malignant disease. One day while crossing the river, one of 
the natives fell overboard, and during my efforts to get him into 
the boat I nearly lost my life; however being fortunate in 
saving him, his first cry was for a maintenance! J asked him 
how he could expect so inconsistent a thing, especially as [ had 
been instnimentaJ in rescuing Kim from a watery' grave. He 
said t had prevented him from goirtg to his god, and enjoying 
that state of felicity, to which the iiill of Providence had just 
called him. Having received such a reprimand, for an act that 
among the most savage tribes would be cotitJed to gralitode, 

1 determined while in ImJb never to inierfore with the destiny ^ 
of any of the oatives.’' 

The sanitary condition and wants of Calcutta attracted 
the attention of Lord Wolleslcy, when he held the office of 
Govemor-CeHerat with such distinguished honor to himself and 
such great advantage to the empire. A comntittee was formed 
to report on the best means for improving the sanitation of the 
city. Through their mcaos and by the Lottery Committee 
much good was done. But no Imld or compieheosive scheme 
was carried out—only hens and there, and from time to time, 
public imptoveroenb were made in the streets and roads, and 
to the general appearance of the town. The state of the 

drains, the over-crowiled population, the iiUventilated sute of 
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the hDuseis, the filthy Unk^t ^hc tmpore water y^ed for dtinkicig 
purposes—tbefic were not improved till maoj yeari&after^ wheo 
Drs. M^tio arid Nicolson end ot^erE^ by their reports and 
WTitingSi comperied tfie Govern merit of the day (td 1835)10 
take Die tnattcr id hand. 

hJonohur Dass^ the great Benarca bankert camfoenced (in 
Mayp ijgi) a very and extensive work^ the excavation ui 

a large lank oii the Chnwrioghcc mad^ three hundred and fifty 
feet in length and two hundred and twedLy-hve feet in breadDi^ 
cnDrefy at bis own expense* This tank still exists and beam 
the name of the banker. 

Some attempt was made £0 attend to the sanitation of 
Calcutta at the close of i8or» The Police advertise for eighty 
five p.ilr of strong bullock? for ^‘the use of the carts employeil 
under Die scavengers for cleansing the streeLa and drains withip 
the town of Calcutta/^ 

We take the following account of the discoveiy of ptimeral 
■forests in Cdcuthj and the ndghhonrhoodj. from the Oila/tta 
Gameitff of the slh May, tBiS:"'*The ingenuity of onr 
naturaibU has during the past fortnight been fully exeiled in 
endeavouiing to Afsign causes for an interesting phen^omenooi 
which has presented itself at the great tank before the junction 
of the Chowringhee Road with that of Esplanade How. The 
bottom of this great basin being sandy su Be red the water to 
Slier through and escape, ao as £0 leave the Unk dry in the hot 
season. To remedy this evil^ it was determined to remorc 
altogether this soJidy layet- A nomber ni iiwkinen were 
employed and had not dug above four feet, when they came on 
n regular group of full grown.InecSk These tnccs were slaoding 
perpendicularly at abort distances from each othcT^ and bad the 
appearance of liuaks loppod off within three <ir four Jent from 
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the roots, in gcDcral they were about a foot and,^-half or two 
fect in diameter They were firmly fijted in a dark bamy soil, 
into which their roots spread in every direction. The elbows 
•where the tmnk separalea into )t» roots were distinctly marked. 
The Substance of these subterraticous grpivths was of a reddish 
color, like soondree. soft and moist, still preserving tbe grain 
of the wood. Upon enquiry we have learned that this natural 
curiosity is by no means singular. About six or eight years 
ago, a similar appearance oEFcred itself on digging the Lill 
diggy : and very lately at Dum-Dum, not only trunks of trees, 
but bones and deer-tiorns were found at a great depth from the 
surface of the ground on the occasion of sinking a new r.inV , 
k I* even said that the body of a boat was dug up under similar 
circumstances at Garden Reach, On the authority of tradition, 
and of a man in Oime's wort, it haa been conjectured, that 
this lank (that first alluded to) is on the site of a deep nu/Ia 
capably of bearing sloops, which ran in front of the Esplanade 
Row in its course from the Salt Water Lakes to the river, and 
that these trees were planted on iu banks. But how wifi this 
supposition account for those clumps which were found at the 
bottom of the LaJj diggy?” 

During the administration of Warren Hastings large sums 
were e^nded In improving tbe veutiration of Calcutta; a 
street sixty feel wide (Government House—east side—to 
Scotch FCrk) was opened through the centre in Its longest 
diameter, and several squares, each having a large water taut 
in the centre surrounded by planted walks, were made: a quay, 
called the Strand, between two and three miles teng, was 
formed, which extends along the itver bank; it is 40 feet above 
low water.maik, and is furnished witb many hroad flights 
of masoniy steps fgAa/r}, which are used for landing and 
embarking, and also for the accommodation of the natives in 
mahing the frequent abluliops prfscribed by their religion. 
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Tlie city now supplied with i%'a.tcr from Pulta Glia-t^ 
77 nailer to the nortb^ tfacnct It is conveyed in Utge pipes ud 
distributed over a great portion of iL Parts of it nre supplied 
from wells, and there are large tanks or open rc&ervoica^ 
excavated in the earth r these l^ter are cncnnKinly 159 to ano 
yards long by too tride^ and thirty or fotty feet deep; they 
become filled in the rainy seamu. 




CHAPTER XVIT. 


HEALTH AND MOHTALITY, 

CalcutI’A, in Ilia last cfntuiy, Iiad justlj' an ill name for it» 
InBaluhrity; but it was not entirely owing to tlie climate. Tlie 
doctors of those day 5 also were in fault. Dr. Goode vc in ft is 
paper on " The Progress of European Medicine in the East,’» 
States that all the Faculty agreed, that -*as the strength must be 
•upported in dyseoiery. wine and solid animal food were tJ,e 
most appropriate diet." PaL'ents io those cases were ordered, 
"piJIaqs, curries, grifled fowls, aod peppered chicken broth 
ndhhilum, with a glass or two of medidne, or a little bnindy 
and water, and a dessert of ripe fruits." Lind states that the 
Portuguese doctors prescribed as the grand cure in ail cascs^ 
the changing all the European hJood in their patients' bodies 
into native's. This they endeavoured to accamplish by repeated 
venesections, till they conceived that the whole mass of Uib 
circulating fluid bad been abstracted. And then a diet 
ranswtmg eidusively of the productions of tJie country, tijty 
hoped to substitute a liquid entirely Indian, which would render 

their patients proof against Um maiadics under which they had 
previoujJy laboured.” 


-^erc was great monality in CaJeutto in the year ijay, 
' Pucka fevers, the Chowringhee jucgle, and reeking mud bank 
made Cakulto m September a second Eatavia, the Golgotha of 

da!r' W 

da^. Wt extract o„e order, however, of that nature This 
eiiig a good opportunity to open the town by cutting down 

be''rive”"t’"\l ** ordered, that permissiop 

given to all persons to cut down the trees within our bounds, 

and other fruit trees eicepted, and that the wood 
uliali belong to those who pay the laboureiB." 
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The deaths among^ cDTc^oanted ^rvants had been w 
ntnDcrauSp that a clerk> ot (-be name of Heiv|tt| wgf proposed 
by (Jie Calctitlia Gai^ernnlent '‘to be covenanted on ihe 
estabUshment/* Tfie Court appointed him^ ^^aUhotighi” say 
they,, ‘Hhis is a door Uiat it is ^ilh very great retuctance we 
are induced to open \ be is to execute tlie covenants and to 
mite to his friends in England to give the iiaual security for 
him,*^ He was appointed m the Sccfetary*s oRice. The 
raortality extended also among the dcrgyi for it is stated, that 
there wa* no chaplain alivein August 1757. 

In 01m ai the earliest notices of Calcuttap that is extant, 
it is quaintly said by Captain Hamtltonp who there at 
the end of the seventeenth and beginning of the eighteenth 
centory^-—The Company has a pretty good hospital at 
Calcutta^ where many go in to undergo the penance of pliv-^ic, 
but few come out to give an account of lU operation." " One 
year I was,there, fat Calcutta)p^^ he Continues^ *' and there were 
reckoned in August about 1500 English^—some mititaiy^ some 
servants of the Company, some pHv^tcr merchants residing in 
the towii> and some s^tarocn belonging to the shipping lying oU 
the town ^ and before the beginning of January there were 
four hundred and sixty burials registered in tlie Clerk's books 
of mortality/' 

Ives gives the statLsUcs of the Calcutta hospital" From 
the shipfr in J757 between February Blh and August Mh of that 
ytnt, 1,140 patientA were received, of those J4 were for 
scurvies^ 30a bilious fevers, and 56 bilious cholics ; 55 men 
buried. Between August gth and November 7th, jr? fresh 
patientB were taken in, of those 147 were putrid levers, and 
155 putrid duxes^ coi were buried." No wonder; lor k was 
the practice then^ according to Dr. Bogue, of in alJ 

fever cases. 

The rains were the deadly time in Calcutta in the earlier 
days, particularly for new arrivolip It i& said that in 175^ 
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ihipa \n the river tised to lose ont-fourtli ol tlitir crewnj owing 
tu their exposure to night fogs and to the punch housesj though 
tike !Stopp£igc5 at Diamond Harbour laid the found atioti oi I ho 
disea^eg of the majority of theaffccted^ There \STis a disease 
cortiinon to the lower classes of Europeans^ called the Barlir^:, 
a spcci-cs of palpyi owing to exposure to the land winds after a 
fit of intoxication. 

Ill the dpiyfi of Warren Hastings work of all kinda 
Commenced at seven or eight m the morniagp arid iras finished 
at noion. *^Ttien fallowed the great meal of the day^ the dinner 
of ilie ancient world ; and ihc people of Calcutta smoked and 
slept like lotus-eaters throughout the hot afternoons. Instead 
of returning from office iveary^ and exhausted, they woke up to 
fresh life and spirits^ ready for any gaiety that was going on 
— riding, driving, walking, or paddling about in budgerowa 
angling for maxigo-fisli*^' At eight o^cIock evening bt^gan, not 
as with us with a big dinner, a cheroot, or at best a game of 
whist, but a mu [id of vit^its to certain houses^ which were 
al ways open on particular evenings. Colonel Sleeman, who 
landed at Calcutta in I a, has given us a suggestive descrip- 
Lifin of these Social gatherings; he w^as just in time to see the 
Lost of these enterUinmenu. There w^as an old lady, aged 
ninety or thereabouts, who remenihercd the doya of the Nawabs 
and the Mahnttas, Clive and the Black Hole. One evening in 
tlie week she opened her house to society at larger and the 
mate visiEors were not men who had risen at six o clock Jn the 
morning, and w-ere worn out w^ith business ar office work, but 

Jivriy gallants, Irenh frojn the afternoon siesta, and ready for a 
little supper, as people would be who had dined at one or two j 
and, of course, they talked, laughed, flirted, sang, danced and 
played at cards till midnight, as people can do who have slept 
aw^ay the allcmDoo/' All this aAVukens up pleasant ideas to a 
generation that dines at eight ciVlock in the evening, and often 
fall asleep directly afterwards ; but it had its disadvantages ld 
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Uic shape nf liver^ yellew completion p dlieasej and death. Life 
was mcny but abort; whercoa if life at present is somewhat 
dullp the doctors assuto iis tbnt it is longer, liideedp if W'e are 
to beUctre the doctors, people in fonaer days WEre old at foityp 
and died before thej were fifty. Yet somehow there were some 
who coutd stand all sorts gf disstpalloti till they were fifty or 
thereabouts, and then go to Engfand, and live for twenty or 
Ihirly years longer. 

[n September J7S9 an inHuenza became general among the 
European inhabitants of Calcutta^ and a medical correaiJOiident 
recammends to those who can alTord it, to ^Mrink deep*' in rosy 
port, to guard them against the bad eHects of that unwholesome 
Weather. This castom, we fear, became rather too common 
aiterwiirds. Potations in brandy (not port) wete recommended 
in after yeara as preventives against cholera, when that disease 
caujicd its periodical panics in Bengal previous to 1830. 

Mortality also among the troops and the squadfOK, see m3 
to have been very greaL Cltvc writes to the Court, tinder date, 
Camp Fatebpoor near Rajmahal, a3rd Decomberp 
withstanding the precautions taken for preserving the military 
in health by quartering the greatest part at Cossimbazar and 
Chandernagorcp 1 aoi sorry to inroriu yon that n terriblo 
mortality has rtigncd among ihcro, and tJtat many of the 
sursiivors are so reduced by Ulneis as to be stilt inettpabic of 
duty. We ha%'e likewise lost several officers, and among the 
rest Major Kilpatrick, who acqcLred much deserved reputatioci 
in hha bog course of service tn India. The squadron has 
suffered no less than the land ronces r mdeed, the sickness has 
been general, not only with the English, but the French and 
Dutch, and even the natives. The enclosed return will give 
you particulars of our loss, jia wdl as acquaint yon with the 
small farce I have at present in the field. Of the detachment 
of King 5 troops not above twenty privates were fit for duty 
when we marched; thereforet at Mr. Poct>ck s pre^g instEuice,, 
44 
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I left Hie %'ljolfi behind to be emb&rked on boud the sqtiEidront 
Of the Madras detachment there remained about tjo effective^ 
train included, jo that the troops now with me arc for the 
greatest part composed! of foreign dcscrlcra, and topasscs, 
entertained on. the Bengal estnbiislinient. However the present 
face of affairs seems fortunately to require but little service from 
our arras, political negociationa are likety to be more necessary." 

A disease called the " pucka fever'* was prevalent in 
Calcutta during the last centuryj probably owing to the mass qf 
iiragle which extended in every direction, and the fetid jheels. 
Mrs. Kiodersley writes of U as " titc lit)ess of which most persona 
die in Calcutta; it frequently carries off persons in a few hours 
—the doctors esteem k the highest degree of putridity." 

fnaculatioo was Introduced wuth great sncccss into the 
Orphan Society's institution, Calcutta, in March i 786. Fifty- 
Uuee children, who were inoculated had had the small-poi, and 
recovered. Out of nine who took the disorder in the natural 
way, three died. 

During the last century disease must have made fearful 
ravages among the natives. SmaJhpox w-as a dreadfui scourge ; 
it is said by one authority that "inoculatioti is much practised 
by the natives, but they convert the contagious matter into 
powder, which they give intemaJly mixed with some liquid.** 
Native doctors had their hot and cold cures, besides having 
recourse to their mantras and phUtres. 

It may surprise many to learn that inoculaltoti was prac¬ 
tised in India long before the inlfoducUon of vacchiation among 
the BtilLsh. The following ts the manner in which the viaagerx 
of the Chioacole district were inoculated by the Brahmins of 
the countries north of ViiagnpatamA certain quantity of 
eoitoo to be welted with the matter of a favourable small-pox, 
a cut to be given upon their arms with an instrument: the 
above cotton together with a quantity of rice, to be pot ia water. 
After the rice is properly wet and softened thereby, about six or 
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seven grainwell mixed vviih ja^j. te be g^iveu to each person, 
and the tvound an hh ami covered by a small quantity of the 
above cotton; after which they are to be washed^ either in a 
tank, well, or rivor^ and immediately afterwards furvunif or 
some water and rtce^ with butter^mlLkp to be given them lor 
their food* After they are thus washed four or five different 
times every day, for three days^ they get fever thereby, and the 
smalUpox begins to appear; they are then to eat passaloOp grain 
rice, and batter-milk whenever they wish for it. After the 
smaLhpnx becomes ripe and brolten^ they are to live upon the 
foftowing diet, tttV.,. rice and curiies of different grains, such as 
and puHa^ojr : about four days after which oil aiid 
turmeiic mixed tj:)gether are to be rubbed ovei their bpdicsi and 
they are to be washed.*' 

The chance of life in this counlty, in iSay, ivas regarded 
ac home at a very low standard—os nearly loo pctcetiL worse 
than lEi England, at least up to the age of fifty, when the 
pro portion mther improves-"* The following was the scale of 
premiums demanded by the Asylum Life Asaurancu Cgmpany, 
for the ages specified, on Lives in England and India^ tbe latter 


being restricted to the civil servicer-^ 



Age^ 

England. 


India. 

at, 

per cent. £ 1 13 10 

-> £ 3 

13 


do a 3 s 

amk. 4 

S 

40, 

do 2 4 

5 

7 

50 p 

do 441 

... 7 

3 ) 


The old writers almost umfontily attribute the unheattlnness 
of Calcutta to the contiguity of the Salt Water Like- Hamilton 
say*—" Chamock, being then the Company'a agent in Bengal^ 
had liberty to settle an emporium on any part of the nver''s side 
bebw Hooghly^ and for tlic sake of a large ahady treCj chose 
that place, though bn could not have diosen a more unhealthy 
place on all the river | for three milts to the north-easi is a saJj. 
valet iakc| that -overHows in September and October, and then 
prodigious numberi oi tbh rc^^rt thither; but iu Novumher aad 
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December, when the flooil^ are dissipated, these Eiabes are feft 
dT, and with their putrelactinn affect the air with their stinteing 
vapours, which the north-cast w'inds liring with them to Fort 
Witlmm, when thoy cause a j^arjy mortality." Dr. Lind, 
writing in 17^3 on the same suhjeci, observes—" The fever 
with which CaJcuUa is visited is to be attributed chiefly to the 
Lake. To the norlh end of the town it is aU wet soil, and fit 
only for raising rice." Sut we must not assign to this cause 
tdojie tlic frightful mortality, which in the time of the earliest 
settlers, converted the growing city into a great GoTgolha. 
The Salt Water Lake still esfete. But we have ceased to 
destroy ourselves by intemperance; we live in what may be 
called houses; and we are consUtitly tended by some of the 
ablest, the must enlightened, and the most assiduous medical 
practitioners jei the world. 

Passing from the din and bustle of the great city, along 
(he level road from Chowringhec towards the CircuLir Road 
and the Mahratta ditch, wc come to where the tall casuarina 
waves around the graves of the English dcadj and lordly 
moonments are erected over their dust, ivhteh soon crumble 
down and desolately mingle with it, a fitter to rah than marble 
or stone. Here we view life and labour ir India* V^at a book 
dues a Cakutu cemetery hold up tn the visitor—what a record 
of motive, of desire, of despmr, of remoree, and of successful 
faith and glorious tnuiuph as Well, arc unfolded in its page*. 
Here will be found the ropreseDtative of every class of toilers 
in tins land of esile inhere Side by side the advenlufer, the 
roerebant, the pdf-sceker, the opulent and the poar mao, rest 
till tliat day when the dtist shall give up the dead. 

The bu^-gronnd consists of two coDsidciaWL' enclosures, 
each of which « w.illed in, but separated from the other by a 
high road* Viewed from whatever quarter you enter, the 
great cemetery of Cakuita prescuts a teniMkable aspect, 
“MonuniCDts of ult suc 4 ,of Lbc most ewoirk and incougruoui 
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forms, are strangely huddled together, wilhoiit order or 
artangtirrient. The capaciuLas ctipota, llie Egyptian obelisk^ 
the marble sarcophagUFi# the Joflj columot the scul^pturec) faririj. 
the Ionic temple or a <^othie tomb- Every Icnawo order, — ^every 
imaginar)" order of architecture, of every shape and stage, am 
here found in jyxtspOi^iLJoii. Earh cycle appears to have 
enjoyed iL^ oivo peculiar TH.^hion. The oldest loraU wfia that of 
Mrs. Frances lierafideft* ^vife of the first missionary ol BeogaL 
It bears date 1773* Tltc aymber of tombs cbaracteiiafed by good 
tuste is utmmely limited. Beyond the mere tablet of inscrip¬ 
tion Uicre is bnt lit Lie marbki and of sctil[jture there are but 
t^vo spccimcn^t deserving of notice^ T(ie one a monument of the 
Ilouaral^lc i'frsk Bruce, contains a handsofiie stab^ re¬ 

presenting in the centre a funeral"um, around which two femdles 
are scutcHi weeping, while an angel rises from it and wafts iU 
(light towards heaven- The other is that of a medicnl olTicer. It 
represents him seated under a cocoa palm in the act of raising 
and siipportiog on his knee the bead of a woiiTtdnd traveller/* 

SiuEiide seems to have become so common both among the 
Europeans and natives in Calcutta, as to be editorially notiEieit 
in the piipcr^. ** Scarce a week has clapped," says the 
Gajrefie of the Gth September, tjSj, ** for a cotisJiIerable period 
post, tliat otij neivj^papcvH have not announced 00c or more shock¬ 
ing instances of «niiciile, either among tbekEurgpearts or NaUvea. 
To what csLme LfS impute this melancholy dkposttton, we know 
not; nor can we pretend to say whetficr, in any respect, it may 
be iL“rCiibed to the infliiencc of the cUinate; but we sincerely 
lament the gene ml prevalence of so dreadful an infatuation/^ 

" The sewage of an enormous natire populatton lies fester¬ 
ing under an appnJling sum in open trenebes, whkb nio oti 
either side of the streets, and are cnited "Mniins/* These 
drains have tio outfall bsri the tnass of Gkb which they contain 
is turned out occasionally rrpoo the niad—black, fetid, and 

* Tbi^ b a mliLakv. The timr ihtroM be Ana KiorStadcr* Then aw -olilw 

likKtPfiUooi m Park ceapetakn. . ^ 
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and is carried pff hy sweepers. The streets 

are saturated rvith these abomiaations, and the air is filled with 
the poLSPns which they give forth." 

The mUtafcn of choosing such a site for the capital has 
been over and over again demonstrated, It is 1:50 miles from 
the sen ; the south wind, which is the life of Calcutta, blows 
wer fifth marslie.s on its way to the city; and every ton years it 
is liable to ihc destructive eflects of a cyctnne. The river i$ 10 
excessively dangerous that ships cannol go up or down without 
more care and vigilance than are required in the Red 55e3, and 
all vessels ate obliged to shut their ports on passing one parti¬ 
cular shoal, lest they should heef over and get filled—catastrophes 
which have repeatedly happened. 

That life is uncertain in such 3 city, and that the strongest 
constitution must be sorely tried there, while a weak one is 
nearfy fure to Buccumh, cannot be a matter of surpri.5c. Some 
people do well enough in CalcutU. There are men who are 
very hard to kill, not suaceptible to fever, caring for nothiiig, 
able even to drink brandy by the pint under a tropical suo. 
But only a constitution of iron and nerves of still can (Hisslble 
come out of a long residence in the capital of our Indiau 
Empire without sustaining vital injury. 

It is nothing to the ijoint to allege that people do Jive there 
for many years at 3 atrolch—it b ao everywhere. Such persona 
say, •' Loot at the average of deaths among the Europeans—it 
is not very high." But they do not include—for they cannot— 
the number of Engfithmen and women who are compelled to 
leave the country with shattered constitutions, often tq a dying 
iUts, It is the rule lor a medical man in India, who despairs of 
Mving ills patient, to order him home. Frequently the suJIerer 
ifi carried down to the steamer with scarcely the breath of life 
ia him; and many of oor countrymen have found their graves 
in the river ere yet their eyes were gladdened with tJie sight of 
the sea which Uy between them and home, ilany leave only to 
die, and the J50 miles of river kj l h them. 




BunAls at the Park Sirtei Bariai Graund of Europeani and East Indians. 
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When we laok upon the preceding table of huniiLi we arc 
compelltid to sny it is a deception to speak: of ihc low rate of 
tnorlafity in Calcutta. Tlie tfyiHf men are not counted. The 
Englisli "barial-gTnuntls at Aden—where the graveyard is surely 
the most metanchnly sight in the nnjversc^and at Cairo tell 
ihrir own tale. The palli to India is .strewn with the hod ten of 
our countrymen wlio risked all and last all in the allempt to 
serve llieir countTy, or to gain tui independence for themselves 
in tlie Ea-St- Not till the sea gives up its dead can It be told 
bow‘ costly India itas been to os, or liow many whose hoiwfuJ 
faces were lumed towards tlie East, wen* seen no more m the 
West. 

Ladies are, as a rulcf less injuriously affected by the 
climate of Calctilia than the men, but, on the other band, its 
Inroads upon them arc more perceptible. The rettirned liidiaq 
who Is told by his friends in England that be docs not look as 
if he liad been to India, because he is so pale, scarcely 
underiitaods the remark. He has been used to hoc pale faces 
all around Him in the cities of India, since exposure to the sun 
is at the bust dangerous, and may be fatal. 

HISTORV OF CHOr.ERA IJJ I.NDlA. 

Variatis statcnicnts have been made respecting the earlier 
exhibitions of the spasmodic cholera, In dtfTerent parts of India, 
the accuracy of which it is of course difHcull to decide, since 
tlie commati or .sporadic sort assumes sometimes a maligriancy 
which fenders it difficult to be distinguished by iu diagnostics 
from the other, though it ia gencricafly a different disease. A 
wrikr rn one of the Calcutta papers affirms that he observed the 
111. stiJential cholcrn morbus amongst the Koorareca® a year 
before Its appearance at Jesfore j and in the Bengal Medical 
Reports, it is distinctly staled, as an undeniable fact, that the 
rpidfluik first appeared in the Nuddeaft anj Mytoenfing 
distrklsio May 1817, that U regwi exicniavAy there in /une, 
and in July had reached the distant district of Dacca, 
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The di^rder began to prevail at jerdsore about April or 
May iSij, and lis auddcD ravages in ibe JeEsare^ MoorsihedabacI 
and Rajithaye districtSp as well as at Calcutta^ which it reached 
in September, exdted the utinoit alarm. In an accoynt of the 
epidemic, given in the Axiatw Jetirna/ for ifliS, the origin of 
the disease is attributed to the use of unwholesome food| 
narnely, bad salilc-hsh and ouze or new lice, in cODjunetJon 
with the extreme beat and drought of the seasoni followed by 
heavy rain and an extremelj variable temperature; and with 
the woDt of free ventilation at Jessorc, and ks situation auiidst 
rank vegetatioe. The oativeE of Bengal gave to this nciv 
disease the expressive nattic of ffla aafAn, 

When it somewhat abated in Calcutta and its vkioltyr the 
epidemic had extended into Bchar, and tn September and 
October ^vas wasting Dinapore, Patna, and other large towns 
in the upper pmvinces, in some of which the deaths were near 
a hundred a dayi In Mavemherj it unhappily reached the 
centre division of the grand army* under the Marquis Hastingii, 
whHat marching easterly from the Sindh (brandi of the 
Ganges], where it developed itself in its most teziihc forntp 
assailing Europeans as well as nattvesK It attacked the divlsioD 
on the t4ih November, and for about ten days the camp was 
converted into a hospital, the deaths^ which were unusually 
sudden, amounting to a tenth of the number collectedp The 
roads were strewed, on each day^s route^ with the dead and dyings 
owing to the impossibility of finding means of transport Here, 
a5 in other pLacea, the disease ran its course, and abated in 
about a fortnight* which was then ascribed to the army'i 
reachiog in its advance a purer air, but which has since been 
found to be one of its characteristics. 

It is worthy of remark here, that the bfectioiis or Con- 
tagbiii nature of the disease Was doubted and denied at this 
early period n| its career In a report by Mr. Corbyn, then 
a sbUnNEurgepn in charge of the native hospital of the centre 
45 
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dirisiDn, dated Ereeh, on tlie Detwa, November 36, iSi j, and 
published by order of Government, bcobsencs: "'Tbat tliis 
disease ts not iafcctioLig, 1 am perfcctJy convinced; all loy 
attendant!! upon the sieJe have e^ped the disoaae t and S have 
more particularly, at all hours of the day and night, respired 
the altnospbcre of a crowded hospitnJ with Impunity.'' 

Eitending itielf in various directinas through the interior 
of India, it began to threaten our Western I'residcncy. In 
June 18 iZ, it was at Nagpore; in August it reached Putiderpoor^ 
wliere it carried off 3,000 of a aamparatively small population, 
Pocinalt, Patiwell, and Bombay- In September tt bad reached 
Surat, and even Basscin in the Persian Gulf. Us progress in 
Central India had been equally rapid, tn the same mouth it 
bad spread itself through E^Jpoolaaa, where its ravages were 
fearful. Singular, however, to say, here, as well as in most 
other parts gf India, in the early visits of the disease, 
Europeans wore rarely victims to it. 

The entrance of this terrific pest inlo the Madras terri¬ 
tories, in August, was marked with circumstances of eccentricity. 
Whilst it raged at HUore, Rajamundy, and other places, it 
left the Niiain's territories, on the north and north-east, 
perfectly free and untouched. 

Between tlie period of its eruption in the month of August, 
.1817. and June, 1 Si 8, before it had reached either Madras or 
Bombay, it was computed that 150,000 persons' had fallen 
Tictims to this P%ue in the Company's territories alone; and 
whole villages are represented to have been depopulated by 
death, or flight through fear of death. M, Moreau de Jonnes 
calculated, upon wbal data tve know not, that one-tenth of tlie 
population of Hindostan was, in the wliole, attacked by the 
epidemic, of which number onc-siath died. 

In November it left Madra-s, where it first appeared in 
October, and aUacked the French fiettiement of Pondicherry anil 
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ctiser places on tlie coast of Coromaadel to the ^uiliward. 
From the pccaUaiity of its progreiis, it is diincult to avttid a 
phraseology ivhich does not ^ippear to sanction a vulgar notfon 
entcrtaijicd by the supersitliaus Asiattes, that the cholera 
morbus is a spirit otdemotip moving in maJignant wrath Irqm 
place to place? and in complmace with tlm notion^ rt is almqal 
universally the practice^ from As+a to Persia and even in 
China, for the vUlngers to endeavour to ward oE its^approach 
by clamour and discordant noisep from ‘Mrums and dinbrds 
toud” 

The next year (tSr^) the malady extended the stane of 
its opcrations, and proved that it was entirely iiidependent of 
climate and temperature; for whilst ia Jannaiy it reached 
Ceylon^ it allalncd, in Junc^ the valley of Nepanb whence it 
penetrated over the HiTnalaya into Tibet and Tart ary, in 
deHancc of snows and a radhed atmosplierei the exhalatinns 
of llic valleys in Tibet are supposed to have exerled a 
pernicious influence upon the disqrderi and accelerated iu 
activity* 

Towards the latter part of the ycaTj the disease bad 
establisbed itself in the altra-Gangetic pcninsalap having 
devastated Arracan, Malacca, and Penangi at both of which 
latter places the mortality w'as greaU Of the small populutiop 
of the island of Ftnangp it swept away^ from the ^sjrd of 
October to the 14th of Ho-vember, upw^ards of 8 oOr principally 
Chuiiahs, or inhabitants of the Coromandel coasts 

Ita introduction into the island qf Mauritius was attended 
with cirumatances of some imporlancCf as respects the tbeory of 
contagion. The disease appeared extensively iti the island in 
November iBig^ and has been supposed to have been brought 
there from Ceylon by Llie Tejmst Frigate, wliich airived at the 
hlauritius in Octnberi 

Tim year tSsso saw the circle of UiLa deadftil scourge 
enlarged in a frightful degteej it having spread Llirougb tbe^ 
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iriiole of the vast Indo-Chinese countries. In September it was 
oommltting dread/ui ravages in Siam, tbs entire country being 
in a deplorable stale Ibtough tins disease, and tbe misery and 
atarvatioji conaetjueot wpoo its visitation. No less tlian 40.00D 
pcraona died in the dty of Bankok alone. In Cochin Chinn 
Md Tonqtiin, the devastation created by it vms not inferior. 
At Alanilla, too, it raged dreadfully, in November. But tliis 
^riod of the hbtory of the disorder b remarkable frota its Jirst 
invading China, into nhitJi we need not enter. 


Respecting thb disease, whidi has proved such an awful 
■courge i„ CaJentta and India, it is a commonly received 
opinion that It broke out first in the Marqnb of Hasting,,* army 
and made tts appearance in the Nuddea district in 1813, bnt by 
a reference to old writers we find, that if not known as ati 
was known as an epidemic, for something similar 
prevailed m Calcutta long before, Lfiid mentions that In the 
great sickness of 1763, "ia which 30.000 blacks and Soo 
tumpeaas died in the province of Bengal." it was remarked 
that a constant vomiting of a white, tough, pelluckf pblL-goi, 
■ccompaoied with a continual diarrhrea, was deemed the most 
mortal sj-mptatn.” Cholera was then called CA/cw 

■™iy Ireqnem, and fatal:*' and the treatment was emrlks 
optale, bartsborn. and water—the paUent died in a few Jioure. 

Thomas DcUon in 1698, writes of a disease called "the 
/tdian Mordeehi, which fciUs people in a 
accompanied with vomiting and looseness. The remedies 
r^koned effectual are applying a red hot iron to the feet across 
t e ankles, and taking Kanjec water with pepper." VVImn 
cholera as an epidemic broke out in the iJarquis of Hastings' 
ftnny, m the case of Europeans, it was accompanied by spasniSi, 
and intense thirst, but the doctors would not affow a drop of 
water to be given, ''ihought some men that got water by stealth 
rapidly recovered." Beside brandy and badamnn, one of the 
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remcdici waj {alofiiig the palient in a hot bathp and bleeding 
him while thercj in tha a.am. 

The p&fiuiar notion \s that cholera toorbns first broke out 
in India in 1817, tn the dl»rtrict of Jessore, hat we hear of its 
ravages among the trdopa at Vellore as early as 17®?* From 
the extracts jve have above given^ it woiUd appear that il waa 
known many years beforct bat under other naoies^ 
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CHAPTER XVin* 


R06&ERIES AND DAGOITY. 

Till! Caleutia. Chrontde of Fchruaiy 13, 1789, tefates, 
whli strong expressions of disapprobation, an injitance of tlio 
punishment of a gang of dacoits found guilty of burglary at 
3 place near Klahnaghur, and sent by Francis Redfearn. Ivjiq., 
to be tried at the Criminal Court at Sulkca, on ihe western 
bank of the river, opposite to Calcutta:— 

"At 1 o'cloct, on Sunday, February ijih, tj,e foLirteen 
ermnnafs were brought out f undergo the sentence passed 
upon them, to the Sair Baiar, a little to the southward of the 
Orphan House. The homblff scene is thus described : One of 

the dacoits was eitendcd upon hjs back, will, a fillet or band 
covering his mouth, and tied at the back of his head, to 
prevent his encs being heard by the others, who were witnesses 
of rile fate they were themselves to experience. He was then 
^loued^ the ground with only his right hand and left leg at 
^rty. This done, the operator began to amputate the hand. 

WM ^rfotmed with an instrument like a carving knife, not 
at a ^oke, hut by cutting and hacking round about the wrist, 
to 6nd out the joint; and in about three minutes the hand was 
off. TJe same mode was observed in amputating the foot at 

‘og'ther from six to 

e^it tmnules ,n perfonmag. After the hand and foot werw 
offr the «t^m.Lies of the wounded parts were dipped in 
■I gg eej and then he was left to bis fate. The other 
Uiirteeu were served to the same manner: yet, what will 
appear very strange, not one of them expired under the 
seventy of the operation. Tim hands and feet of the criminl 
^cre thro^ mlo the aver. Four of the men have since died 
but more from the influence of the sup on Uie wounded parts! 
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and through w^iut of care, Imm the more itmn savage 

cruelty of the opCiaLioo/' 

In April 171)^1 *-hp same punishnnetit tvas inHtcted upoti an 
incendiaty at hloarihedabad. ft a Mohamadan penalty, 

and vraa resorted lo in the case of tlie dacoita, in the hope 
of striking terror into the hearts of the numerous robbErs 
who were devastating the country in so many districts, and 
pradueing everyvphere so much alarm. iL Ls Imped aud believed 
that the above were the only instances in which so ferocioys a 
punishment was adinlmstered under lidtLsh authority- In 17931 I 
a Regulation of Government made it Lllegal to inHict muiBatbOi 
and prescribed imprisoEiment in lieiJ of it. 

AIrt G. C. Mcycr^ Supertntendent of Police^ under date the 
snd November t79ir issued the following notices—WbEfcas a 
robbery ivaa committEd on Tuseday night, the 1st instant^ on 
the Chowringhy Roadi by three EurdpeanSp supposed to be 
sailors, who made their escape with a gold watch, capped and 
jcwclledt the makcr^s name John Holmes^ London^ and a gold 
chain and seal engraved with a lion ratnpanL,^whoever viHl 
produce the said watchp chain and seal, and give infarmaUoa of 
the oftenders, so that they may be apprehended and conTirtedj 
shall receive a reward of four hundred rupees,'*" 

Murders and robberies were of vety^ frequent occurrence 
in the heart of the cUy; and, in tJjc suburh^^ armed gangs of 
these marauders sometimes boldly paraded the highways by 
toitzli-light- 'VVithm the city, where offences rigatnst life and 
property were pefpetraied ttiore cautiously, craft took the place 
of eHronlcry* The single thief committed his uightJy depreda- 
tiunsp having his naked body smeared over with oU, so that it 
was next to impossible to hold bicn. Ificiys 
recommended that a bog bamboo with a triple iron book at Uie 
end of it, should be kept in readiness for detaining such visitoriu 
In November (jSS* two Betigali policemen were apprchendeij 
in am attempt to rob the house of a wealthy i^vci in a very 
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fimtfriTt style-, " they hsd disguised tiiemsclvEs in the dnjs! of 
Portuguese, ^vith iheir baiV curled, frizied, and powdered, 
cocked hats, and veiy- smart coats, stockings, Stc." 

River daroity seems lo have beeo carried on fearlessly. 
The dacolts infested the Sunderbunds, and the river leading to 
and fram nicca. We hear of them coming in bands of seven, 
fouTtec-n and Iweiny-four boats, and attacking Europeans as 
vrell as natives, and atrlpplng them of their goods, and when 
opposed adding murder to their misdeeds. Mr. Rufgh, ou his 
way to Calcutta, was hilled and throM-n into the river on the ard 
November lyfiS; two European gendemen proceeding towards 
Dacca, were the next day attacked and left even without their 
clothes; and on that evening Mr. Willea, proceeding from 
Syfhct, fell in with the same party, and though he escaped into 
the jungle, his boats were plundered. ITiese are but a few of 
Uie TObberies committed. A fist of some dozen Is given in 
Ute Mr. HenckelJ, the Magistrate at Jessore, and Mr, 

Eirarb the Salt Agent at Jynagur, were obliged to resort to 
sever.- measure#, to put down these daring pirates. Thirty* 
Uirec persons were apprehended, who were supposed ta have 
been concerned in the above robberies, and severe pynishment 
inflicted on the robbers. This had the effect of putting down 
Ihcjr daring depredations. 

There etisted in the early part of the year 1755, a rather 
formidable gang of robbers, coosUling of English, Portuguese, 
Italians and other foreigners, who had committed various 
burglaries in the houses of rich native merchants. A party of 
fivu Europeans and a BengaJee committed a burglary on the 
houFc of Choiton Seal in the China Bazar, on the mght of the 
jStb Febmary, and through one of the party, who had been 
engaged In this affair, turning king's evidnsnee, the w'holc gang 
was captured and future depredations prevented. This must 
have been a romiidablc wt of thieves, as In the evidence it 
came nut that the whole gang w as likely soon to number ao less 
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than two hundred indiiddualsi and £OOU aM ■muh muster 
could br got, the Hinduslnn Bank vras io have been attacked 
ami plundered^ At that burglary ti'as a capital crime, and 
tiu their being convicted these hve Eurapeana and ihc Hindoo' 
Were 5cnldiced to be haugedp which sentence was carried into 
c 3tteal i on at the meeting of the fonr roads near the piibllc; office 
of the Justices of the Peace " 

It would appear that it won anjrthing but safe to be out late 

night oti the Maidan. Wc read in a paper of the tst 
September 1791^—"Last ntght about id o*clockp a very daring 
robbery was committed near the new Fortp on Mr« Mas&eyk^ 
who was in his palanqueen^ by eight Europeansp supposed to 
be soldiers ; after wounding him severely, they took boTn him 
his shoe-buck left every valuable he had about 

Several robe ties were committed wkhin the months of 
March and April r 7 ^ 5 p Calcutta Esplanade, and thi* road? 

leading to and rrom FoK William, by Eurdpeaps disguised tit 
various dresses# who were proved to be private soldiers from 
the garrison. 

The« i??//tells us that while In the ueighbourhood of 
Tfichinopoly* the ieot of the Governor of Madras^ in his way to 
the Neilgherriesp was entered by thieves and robbed of the 
whole oF its contents^ not even excepting His Ejrcclleacy's 
wearing apparck'" 

TYlt RDBnrai. 

Robbers in India am remarkable fortlie dexterity with which 
they accomplish their schemes oF plunder- They art certainlyt 
in this particular, exceeded by those of no other nation tn the 
world. They have been known to enter a bungafow and 
remove everything -worth takings leaving ibe party to whom it 
belonged and Kis wife upon the cane-^vork of the bedstead oa 
which they sleptt with no other covering except theic nights 
dotbes^ and this without waking either^ Achievemcots of thk 
4 ^ 
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kind were maltera of almost daily accomplishment by those 
dinttcrous marauders who mfeated the northern boiindar>’ of the 
Gangetic plain and many other parts of Hiudogtan. It was 
their custom to aporoach the tent or bungalow which they 
intended to rob, imitating, during their approach, the dismal 
howl of a pariah dog, or the cries of jackals, io order, should 
Iheir approach be heard, to lutJ suspicion, as die proaimity of 
either of those animals would of coarse eitcite no alarm. They 
usually advanced upon their beDies, made a slight incision at the 
bottom of the tent, through which they thrust their heads and. 
having made the requisite obsen-atiou5 entered and secured their 
booty. Upon reaching a bungalow, if the wall were of mud 
they aoon perforated it, and if of brick, they ondermined it 
great skiU and despatch, seldom failing to cany off every- 
thing valuable within, if once they could effect an entrance. 

A Captain of the Bengal Native Infantry, was proceeding 
from Delhi to the Himalaya Mountains, in the year 1827, when 
he was placed in a situation of much difficulty and equal danger 
by one of those contingendcs to which travellers were, more or 
eaposed in every part of India. The cries of jackals at 
night were ^mong th^ir most comiaqn annoyances, but they 
soon became so familiartred with these wild and discordant 
-onnds that they ceased to regard them. They were frequently 
heard a distance of several miles, and upon first entering the 
country a foreigner could obtain no r«t from the incessant 
uproar made by those restless creatures, which, being 

grepnous go tn immense packs, positiveiy infesting every 
tegtnn of the east. ^ 

Captaio A-bad pitched his tent in the neighbourhood of 
Hurdwar, a place eminently celebrated for its sanctity as a place 
of Hindoo pilgrimage, situated on the western side of the 
Ganges, where it issues into the plains of Bengal from the 
oof^ern bills. This place of sacred concourse is a hundred 
and ten mdes north-east from Delhi. •‘Fatigued with a long 
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and harassing march the ganaot officer bad retired earli- to rest, 
having pitched his tent under a tope^ or grove of IreeBp a. Bhoct 
distance beyond the boundaries of the towiip oorthivard. 
Having placed hb pistols^ which were Joaded wilh ball, under 
his pillow, and bis nabte upon a chair by the aide of hb bed he 
addressed himself to sleep. As usual the nightly serenading of 
the jackals was heard, but he had been too well seasoned to 
tuch interruptions to he diverted from hb repose. He waSi 
however, rather stniek by the fact of these creatures being much 
nearer the tent ilian it was usual with them to venture; still he 
Was suffering too severely from fatigue to allow a circumstance 
so trifling to arrest his slumbers. Aware that he bad nothing 
which could become the prey of jackals, he resigued himself lo 
sleep in perfect security* and slept ioundly for several hours* 
Towards joaming he awoke greatly chilled and found binvself 
lying upon the bed, to hb utter amazement quite uncovered, 
without eveii a curtain to protect him from the musquitoes 
whichp during the night, had held carnival upon his body* 
particularly upon the soles ol his feet, the palms of bb bands* 
and hb Facei which were all stiff and painful, besides being so 
swelled and irritated by the pobou of those lortnetitJDg in5ei:;li* 
that be could scarcely either walk or see. He immediately 
summoned hb servants* The light suspended from the pole of 
hb tent In U globe lamp had been eatinguisbed^ they were 
consequently obliged to obuin U fresh light, whlch^ after 
cpnsiderabk delay, was procuredp 

'^Upon examining the tent ft appeared that the bed was 
entirely stripped, nothing remaining bnt the mattrass and 
bedstead* The pistols and sword were missing. Everything of 
value Had been carried off* nothing in fact being left hut a few 
changes of wearing apparel and the tent furniture, which had 
no doubt been found by the robber too cutnberBome to remove. 
This really w'as a grievous loss to the sufferer, from the difficulty 
existing in supplying the Dccessaries of which he had betu so 
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unexpccEedljr deprived. Jt wai quite impossible to proceed 
without cerLuii essentials; but how to obtain these ivaa the 
question, as they arc not usually fouiid in Hindoo (owns, * * * 

" The second day after the Captain and bis young com¬ 
panion had quitted Hurdwar, a oatiw: d the lowest cAsle came 
up with the bullock drivers, and entering into familiar conversa¬ 
tion with them. Joined the homely cavalcade. Captain A, 
happened at this lime to be in the rear of hk pataiikeeu, an- 
horseback, having set out uome time after the LuUocks which 
conveyed the baggage. He had suffered w severely from- 
headache the previous night that he did not feet disposed to 
iftart 90 early as his followers- He olnierved the man join the 
hutlock drJvers, hut a.s they seemed readily to enter into- 
dicoursewithhima* if he were an old comrade, there wa^ 
nothing in tlus at all siugaUr; it therefore cvdled no sotpiclon^ 
•bough our HavelJer was somewhat struck hv dm peculiarity of 
•he man s a.r, and the inquisitive manner in whicfi he appeared, 
to survey evey thing that arrested his attention. 



“ The offici^ atrauger occasionally assisted in orgin 
the oien eiuggUh from over-fatigue and bad feeding, and 
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** Abtiul an liaur artcf nwdriiglit^ tte atlcittion o^ the 
wakeful maji wai GliaJJ*ingecl hy a somtLhing likis ih^ 
ofaboiiQi]^ hLT Mcned, U was tsbg^LLlflrly ynijaLkinib Lbjugh 

iittt^rly remote Crom anyth nig iiuinan^- It a|ipro^tcbeii pt^rceptibly 
nearer^ cnatinued for an Interral of several initiiite^i and itjea 
Ceased altogether* What cou I d this BSean ? For sotn e little all 
was eLUIj ncTForthelc&s the eye of the traveller wanJet*.^ 
cautiously and watchfully roiand the as he now began lo 
feel a painful apprehension of dattger- Tlit ruccnl robbery 
made him the mnie suspicious ^ sUl] not cbnnaing to provoke 
needless afarm^ be determined patiently but guardedly Lo await 
ibe ifisue^ which coutd not now be reuiott?^ A lamp suspended 
from a silken cordr attached to a brackui and pully fixed ill the 
pole of the tentf burned so brightly as to render everyLhiHj^ 
dcirly distinguUtiabk. After a while he perceived the canvas^ 
no one side of the lent near the groundr gentLy stirred, as if by 
a gradual and caiitious pressure, and almost iimnediatety a black 
bead was protruded through an incision made by a knife^ tbe 
bright blade gleaming in the lamplight. Hie head wa.s with- 
drawTi for a fuw moments and again protrutieiL lliis waa 
several times repeated, an interval of perhaps a cunuta: 
inter^^emng. None of the sleepers outside were disturbed; that 
hard sonorous breathing vduch iudicates pfokund sluinlKi^r was 
heard within the tent. U was evident lltat noun but tlie 
stranger ^y'A^^ awake without. 

** Captain A. nould iio Icmger entertain any doubt# as to the 
iritentiou of the villain, whoso bead ]|« had seen tlirougb tht? 
cleft canvas, still he w as anxious lo capture tlie roli|»er i he Lay 
perfectly Jitilb determined either to kill nf secufe the intruder^ 
should he enter the lent ior the purpoju^ nf plunder, whliih was 
clearly his intuntion* TTiis mom than prubably, ihc same 
fellow who had plundered him a few days pruviowilyp and tic 
WAS resDlvccf^ if p 05 <!»ibk, to visit inm now with merited reLributiou. 
Again the bead wa^ protnidedr when Captain A. diadbctly 
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recognised the features of the man who had jained the be Mock 
drivers and so officiously forced hus services upon them. He 
had a different turban bound tightly round tiJs forehead, but the 
features were not to be mistaken. Once more the head was 
withdrawn. Thu! cautious process had been repeated severat 
times, until it was evidently presumed that the occupants of the 
tent were asleep, when the elder, who with tremuJous anxiety 
had kept his eyes upon the spot from the first moment he had 
perceived the canvas move, saw the man, whose head had been 
prolmilcd, slowly drag his body through the opening. He was 
perfectly naked, and armed only with a knife, pdnted at the 
end and having a broad double-edged blade-like dagger. The 
intruder approached the couch on which Captain A. lay, he 
pretending the while to be in a profound sleep, which he 
feigned in order that he might attack the robber in the act of 
pJunder. Considering that he was at least a match fnr a single 
naUve only armed with a knife, he forbore to awahe his 
compaDion, who was still wrapped in profound slumber. Since 
the rahbery already mentioned, he had nightly concealed his 
pistols under the mattrass upon which he lay, so likewise had 
his compatiion. 

■'The robber having minutely examined the pillows of 
either couch with so gentle a hand as would not have shaten 
the dew from a rosebud, and being persuaded that there were 
no arms under cither, proceeded to the |>cd of the younger 
officer, and having satUfied himself that he continued asleep, 
commenced his operations of plunder with tlie deliberate skJli 
of a practised pillager. His adroitness in his calling was not 
to be mistaken. Every lock was opened in a few seconds, so 
that there should be no occasion for halting after he once 
commenred operations. Having arranged everything apparently 
to h« satisfaction, he examined each article with great «ra. but 
without the slightest embanaasmeot, and then promptly mating 

up hU mind what was worth securing, he rapidly coHected the 
approved moveables aod placed thcir together in the ceotre of 
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the tent. All this waa done without the slightest noise j their 
owner still feigning sleep end brenthiog laboriously io order 
the better to keep up the iilusion- As soon as the bandit liad 
made his selection, be took the palantpom, or coiitilerpanet from 
the couch nearest at hand, and spreading it open, dcUbentdy 
placed the things upon it and tied Lbent securely ready to cany 
oS. He searched carefully for money, but was disappointed, as 
our travellers had taken care to place their rupees w'ith their 
swords and pistols under the mattross of their beds. Though 
foiled in this particular, the man had collected sufficient plunder 
to provide for his wants for a full year to come. Having 
carefully looked over the trunks he wade a salaam towards each 
couch, as if to thank its occupants for his ca^ success. 

" Being now prepared to decamp with his booty, the robber 
took a towel, and, steeping it in the water-ewer, wh'ch was on a 
stand near the pole of the tent, pitched it dexterously into tlic 
glass globe containing the lamp. Fortunately, tlie globe being 
a very large one, the towel slipped down the side and escaped 
the wick, this being fixed in a high glass within the ciy stal 
receptacle. Nothing perplexed, the bandit took a second towel, 
and havdng soaked it with water as before, was in the act of 
throwing it upon the light, which, had he succeeded, would have 
secured Im escape, when Captain A. who had by tliis time 
grasped his sabre, started suddenly from his couch and rushed 
upon the intruder. The man, not at all dismayed at being thus 
unexpectedly discovered, sprang bchiird the pole of the tent, 
grasping the knife with which he was armed, firmly in his right 
hand, The first stroke aimed at his head by a strong and active 
amt he adroitly parried gliding round the tent-pole, so as 
completely to baffle the efforts of his foe. At length CapUtn A. 
after many vain attempts to strike a successfut blow, observing a 
favourable opportunity, struck impetuously at the intruder^ 
neck, which the latter suddenly depressed, when the stroke, 
dealt with a vigorous hand, fell on the pole which such violence 
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lhat tilt: bindt; yf Uic avftngtr’s sword snapl off at the hilt. Hi 
was now unarmed, though not at the tnercy of his enetny, fof 
wiihuul mofflctiL's delay he cast the bladcless hilt from binij 
and atictwpted to seize the robber, who being oiled all over and 
qirlte naked, easily slipped from Ills giasp, and at the same 
moment striking him it) the sidL* wdlh liis knif^ dmted towards 
the opening through wliich he had entered. Captain A. though 
bleeding copiously, ruslted after liim, dashed ntl the fellow's 
turban, and i^dring him by the hair, dnew him baclnvard into Uic 
tcm. Ttif bandit still gmaped his knife, and. being cJtlranip.l? 
iwaive. was quickly on his FcfrL His .inlagonist, though iteverdy 
cut, laid his hand upon the murderaus Instrument, which the man 
Instantly relinquished, and by a sudden movement again freed 
him.sr'ir from the clutch oF his excited enemy. Feeling himself 
free, he plunged through the opening, but his esimpc ivaa 
Jurestfd by a surer hand, 

"The younger officer, having been awakened by the 
tioise, had secured one of his pistols, and quitting his couch, 
discharged it at the robber just a* the Utter was in the act of 
effecting bus escape. The bullet, true to the aim and purpose 
of him who directed it, struck the luckless wretch on the head, 
which it passed cpmpletely through, and he rolled backw'aril in 
the fearful struggles of death. After a few frightful contortions, 
a fipa«im, and a groan, he expired. He proved to be, as kid 
been previously concluded, the man who Iiad shared the bullock 
ilrlvi:rs hospitality, as already recordecL Upon examining the 
turban which lay on the tent-ffoor, Captain A-'a gold watch, and 
the money of which he had taken charge, a hundred gold 
mohurs, was found curiously secreted lictiveen the folds, which 
sufficiently identified this with the former robber.” 
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INDIAN JDGGLESS, 

** [ was once in the preisonce of the emperor of Hindustan,'’ 
says Fbn Batata, ' when two Yogeea, wrapt up ia cloaks, wilh 
tliclr heads covered, came in. The entpetor caressed them, and 
said, pointing to me, 'Tliis is a stranger; show Wm what he haa 
never yet seen.’ llteysaid. ‘We will' One of them then 
assumed the form of a enbo^ and rose from the earth, and in Ihia 
Cubic shape he occupied a place in the air over our heads, t 
was so (TiDch astonished and terrified at fthis that I fainted and 
fell to the earth. The emperor iheti ordered me some mcdicma 
which he had with him, ,inij upon taking this, 1 recovered and 
Bat up: this cubic figure still tcmaming in tJie air jurt as it had 
been- His companton then took a sandal belonging to one of 
those who had come out with him, and struck it upon tha 
ground, as if he had been angry. The sandal then ascendc^ 
until it became opposite in situation with the cube. It theu 
struck it upon the neck, and the cube descended gradually to 
the earth, and at last rested in the place which it liad left The 
emperor then told me that the man whO' took the forni of a cube 
w.'is a disciple to the owner of the sandal f and, continued he, 

' Had I not entertained fears for the safety of thy intellect, I 
should have ordered them to show thee greater things than 
these,' From this, however, I took a palpitation at the heart, 
until the emperor ordered me a medicine, wlitch restored me.'* 

Some itincRinl j uggkrs display tricks which it k almost 
impossible to solve. Amangjii their many cxtmordtttaiy tricks 
may be mentioned one which, though done in England and by 
Europeans in India by means of trap doors and hanging drapery 
on a stage, is exhibited by Iht- Indian on the open roadway, and 
before any number of ipuctators ip the light of day. We allude 
to the myaterious disappearance of on to dividual, cither a boy 
47 


370 


THE GOOD OLD DATS OP 


or a. ^irt In ati old Ji^mr al i7^J7i \v& find tht: fotlowiiirt 
graphic dtscription oi the pqsEzle: "'A handsome voting gtrU 
coviiTtid with omamEpitiS and drcssEd as a bridc^ h brought into 
tiitr room by die conjuror- An opi-n wicker*work b^uikcf, in sdze 
and shape ftrjsembling a bccliivet L* then protlnced ■ the girl sits 
down on the floor in the fclitre oi the room^ and salaaming iQ 
al! the cucnpajiy is iticci covered <ji;er by the basket. Over 
this ibc husbamJ (the conjuror) flings a couple of sboels, fio as 
toeadude bur entindy Imm dew; a fimversation Uivn ensues 
between the juggler and the girl under the Imstet. in which the 
former accuses her of tnirEkithlulne!-;^^ a reproach to w'hich ihe 
girl at first replies indignantly; gradu.iJly the man gets more and 
more esekfd, and holtls forth tbreatSt at which the frighteneJ 
girl begins to remonstrate, and finally supplicates for merty- 
The Conjuror is^ liow^evecj by this time to ail ap|H:aradce wound 
up to a pitch of fury^ and suddenly to the horror of the unitiated 
portion of his spectators um^hcathes his sw^ord, and runs it 
through and through the basket in every dircctian : shrieks of 
alann and patn, which gradually grow rainter and fainterp ensue; 
the basket absolutely wTithes, as though moved by the quivering 
touch ot the murdered girl; blood stre>am9 out from no do r the 
basket, the sivord is batlic^d in gore^ and a faint suffocating 
groan pnxflaiided tn tlic spectators that the deed was doutr. 
The bloodstained murderer then cEKilly wipes the sword ami 
letums it to the scabbed, and saJanming to the spectators tdla 
them tlmt he Juw been well avenged on his ivi/e for lier 
inJideJily ; be then takes deliberately one sheet at a tiiin?^ and 
shaking them well folds them up ; tins donc-p he kicks over tlie 
basket and cicpasus to view—the floor of tlie room. No woman, 
nor child, nor blchod^ nor any trace of Ltic occupant of ilie basket, 
H to be founiL The juggler, who pretcniis to be as much 
^tpnished as any one else at the mar^clloys disappearance of 
his wife, caiiji imploringly oa her to return. Lutchtuee, for in 
girl Vitaliy fiamcd* answers to the caib and the ai*t^iundvd 
•H^etators turn simuitancously to thi: dooti where tlie as^cuihlcd 
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wlw kivc lH?cn p^iCpin^ in with :sikHL awe, are siccti 
speedily ckaritig a passajjc for some one^ who they Wc not the 
lightest doubt oiiLir be a cbugiiLer of a (ghost), and 

the pretly liltk bLiid3mjr!e romcis lunniiig into the mam, alt 
smiled and salaamsp ucathele^ as any of tlie party present, nntf 
apparently mu eh amused at ilic Suq>risi: depicted tn cvety one*# 
countenance^^* 

tndian jugglers appear (in Tai4) to have been Isnught more 
of Jn England than they now. A party of these, coniilslJng 
of two men niid a boy, were taken to England fruin Madnis by 
the captain of the Manard* 'Fhcy pcrfomicd three tiniufi^ 
day in PpJT Malt, and their gains wva; for a single month of 
twenty-siK days (oxcJacting Sundays) not i-hort of £1,^38 I ‘fhe 
party after ^*dqing^' London, intended trnvcliing aJI m^r Uie 
three kingdoms^ where: they hopwai lo net farg<? profits, ft 
nppi-nrs l hal the sttfords indi was what hail tnJItcji 

tlir ptro}iie of England by surprize. 

Miss Eden relates the following ahout a Madras juggler; _ 

**- lie did aJI the tricks the Indian jugglers di:! with balls and 
bdanrini^ and swallowing a sword, ike., and then be spit Gm in 
large flames^ and put a little rice into the top of n basket or 
small trayp and shook it, and Arfirf 0$tr a Liny tiandful of 
rice turned into a large quantity of cowrie sticUs. Then he made 
a little boy. who !s one of my servants^ Kit doivm, anij be put a 
small black pebble into fiis tinnd and ajipatcntly did iiotlitng but 
wave a little Aa^K^fi: round his licaxh and forty ru^wcs cacne 
tumbling out of the boyis Uttlu bands^ He made him pick them 
up agaio^ nnJ hold theai as tight a-s tic cauld, and in an instant 
Uae rupees wurr all gnne^ and a laigr live frcig jumjied out," 

Here b anotht^r Iftdc, crptalty twarveilouji“ One day Kfr, 
Smyth told me that he expected to receive a visit from a native, 
an amateur ccraJuTDr, %vho would perform some amusing trteksL,. 
When he entered the rcxim he sKjrursad a white dnth upon tlie 
fkKsft Olid sat down upon it willi liis back iu ihu wall> the duor 
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of the njom being on [lis right Emnd. His spectators were 
disposed in the following fashion t Jlr. Smvtb sat on a chair 
nearly in the middle of the roam. I was sitting oti a sofa near 
the dooTi the Pat^iee merchant stood in the doorway about an 
aim's length from mo. The servants stood ahout in groups, the 
largest group being between the door arid the conjuror. ^\s 
soon 39 he had settled himself, he turned to the Farsqe and 
asked tor the loan of a tupce. The pedlar at Jirsl demurred a 

tilde, but, on being guaranteed against loss, he produCLd tlie 

coin. He was going to put it into the conjuror's hand, hut the 
latter refused,, and told the Parsec to- hand it to Mr. Smyth's 
bearer. The bearer took it, and at the request of the conjuror, 
looked at it and declared it to he really a rupee, Tlie conjuro^ 
then told him to hand it to his mrister. Mr. Smyth look it, and 
then fotJow^ed this dialogueConjuror: “Arcyou mire ihkt la a 
rupeer-Smyth! "Yes."_Conjuror: Close your hand o„ it 
and hold it tight. Now think of some coutitry in Europe but 
do not tell me your thought." Then ihc conjuror ran over the 
namew of sevciaj muntrica, such as France, Germany, Russia, 
Turkey, and America —for the native of India is under the 
impression that is in Europe, After a niomcnes 

pause Mr. Smji-th sail] he had tljought of a conntiy. ■' TJnm 
open your hand," said the juggler, "see ivhaL you h.tve got, 
and tell me if it is a coin of the country you thought of." ft 
was a five-franc piece and Mr. Smyth had thought of France. 
He was going to hand the coin to the conjoror, but the hitter 
«aid. *'No, pass it to the other sahib." Wr, Smytl, accordingly 
put the fivedranc piece into my hand; t looted closely at it 
then shut my hand and thought of Rus.da. When 1 opened it f 
found, rtfff a Russian hut a Turkish silver piece about the sue of 
the five.franc, or of our own crown piece. ThU J banded to 
Mr. Smyth, and suggested that he should name America, which 
he did, and found a Mexican dollar in his hand. The coin 
Whatever it was, had never Ikjch in the conjuror's hand from 
the lime tbc rupee was borrowed from tiic fttrsec mcrcbani. 
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Mr. Smj^th and his bearer Tmd both of Uiem cloaely ■examitieiJ 
die mpuej and Mr. Stnyih and I tiimc^d over gevend limes the 
live-fntac pict^t f Turicbh coin, nndtltie dollar ‘ so the trick did 
uot depend on reversible coin. Indeed it coaid not, fqr die coin 
underwent three changiiH^ as has been seen. I need only add, 
for the bfanmtion of those who know not fndint that a rupee b 
only about the size of a Uprinp and thurelore about halX the 
weight t>f a five^franc piecc/^ 

Od another occasion the same jng;^tcr is called upoo to 
perfortn;— 

" As before, he was seated on a white cloth^ ’ivbich thb time 
] think w*uj a table doth^ borrowed from the mes^ sergeant. He 
asked some one present Ilk |>rodiice a mpee, and to iay it dowm 
at the remote edge of the elath. The cloth being three or four 
yards Tn length, the conjuror coutd not Iiave touched the coin 
without being seen^ attd^ in fact, did not touch it. He then 
asked for a signet ring. Several were offered hirop and he chE»e 
out one which had a very large oval scalp projecting well beypod 
the gold hoop on both sides. This ring he tossed and tumbled 
several limes in his bands, now Qtrowrng it into the air and 
catching Up then shaking it t>ctw’ccm hus clasped liondsi all tJie 
time mumbling half articulate words in some Hlndustimec 
'rhen setting the ring down on the doth at about half- 
uriTi"?; leogdi tn fromi of liJm, he !^dt doivly and dlstiiictly to 
good Hifidiiartaimep " Ring* IW np and go to the rupee. The 
ring rose* with the seal uppermoatp and resting on llie hoopp 
slow 1)% >dth a kiml of dancing or jerking mot ion. it over 

the ctotli until it tame to where tJie rupee lay ott the remote 
edge ; then it lay down on the coin. The conjuror then said, 
" Ring, by hold of the rupee, and bring it to me.'' The 
projecting edge of the seal scoioed to ^pple the edge of the 
coin; the ring and tJie rupee ro^ into a kind of wrestling 
altitude and w ith the snine dancing and jerking motion, the Iwu 
returned (o w ithin reach of the lOgglcrs hatid.’^ 
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Wc ttxtil only mah mentiun of another performance which 
occurrtvl at Fort VVilliani. Jt apptiajcti to Iwive a rtrung^ 
reitetnblancetotho fcatfi racorJt cI in eatrod histtwy, as having 
hwo perfomLcI hy the inagirianfl of %yp|, in the time of 
Muses, and in the prciieace of i'linraoh. Indeed, an ia well 
known that the Hindu tricks liave been handed down from the 
most distant ageii, from fadter to son, tlw;re is little wonder that 
fiucU a similarity can cidst. l lm particular trick alluded to. is 

tlic apparent conversion of a brnss coin intn a snake _" 'nie 

. g=iVe me the coin to hnlil, and then srated himself, alioiU 

five yards from me, on a sniaJi rug, frotn which ho never 
auempicd to miive during Uie whole performance, f showed 
tile com to flowial persons ivlio were close beside me, on a fonii 
in front of the jugglor. At a sign from him, J not only grasp.d 
the com I held (irmly in my right land, but. erasing that hand 
with equal tightness with my left, ! enclosed them both as hrmiy 
as 1 could ktween my knees. Of course I was positively 
certain that the small coin was within my dotihle fists. I’he 
juggler them began a iwrl of incantation, accompanied bv a 
monotonous ami discordant kind of recitative, and, repcjUing ll,,- 
Words, Kam. ^mmu, during some mJnutus, He then suddenly 
*to|.ped and, still keeping liis seat, made a quick raotinn will, h« 
nghl hanj os if throwing soTncdiingat me, giving at the same 
tiiiiu a puff with his mouth. At that instant I fdt my hands 
suddenly distend, and become p.irtiy open, while ( eaimrieated 
3 sensation! as if a coltl bail of dDUgh, or something t-quallv 
soft, nasty, and disagreeable was now between mv palms. *f 
sUfted to my feet in astunishmefit. also to iheastoniabnwnt 
of others, and opening my hands, found iJiefe no coin, bnt to 

Riy hofiof and aiarm (for of all created tilings I detest and 
loathe the genus\ I saw a yotmg snake, all alive^ib 1 and u£ aft 
snakes in the world, a cobra^-ciipeiro, folded, or taiher coiled, 
roundly up. 1 threw it rnsLantly to the ground, trembling ivitli 
i^c and tear, as if already bitten by the dtiadly reptile, which 
Ugan immediately to crawl aloug the ground, to the ahiria and 
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amna cmi^.-nt of cvcjy One pre^nL The iwggU^f 
the first Linne sLoce tic fulL tloWRi and liold ul tiie 

snake displayed its lenglTi,. which was fifrarJy two feet—two fett 
all biit an inch attd-a-ltair He then tyoh it caulltrysly by tho 
tailt and dpctiing hh own fnooth to its widest eictentf let I he 
Inf ad of the snake drop into itt and dcirbenitc[y ccamtnonced to 
s^rolloiv the amniaJp till the end of the tail only if™ visrijle: 
tlien making a sudden galpj the whalo of the snake wna 
apparently swalloAved. After tlits, be i^njiie up totlie apecLatonsT 
and opening his memtb wide, permitted ns io look into his 
Lhroatp biiL no snake or snitk^ ^ tail waB vbible* ti was seemingly 
down his throat altogether* During the refniiinder of the 
performuDccsi we nev'er saw this snake agaiiii flor did tins niaji 
prof«?jjj his ability to make It re-appenr; but he performed 
unothur inuke-trieki whteh surprised us very much, tte took 
from a bag an other robra-di-rapello, and* walking into tho 
centre of the rodirip endosodit in his hands in a folded aiatOi- 
He wavedt or shook them for some time in this conditiciii, and 
then opened his fists, when, hey I prestothe snake was gr^nCt 
aiid in its place appeared several suiaU oncs^P which hr suMereJ 
to falJ from lus liands, when they ghduih ^^itb tlicir peculiar 
undulating roovometilp almost like the waves of the seai about 
the floor/* 

We reproduce tho siib|oiiieLl account of HaE^Fian Klkan nnd 
his perfotmanceSi from a pri-per which some time since appeared 
in the colniuiiB of the 

"One of his favourite tricks was to Iwjiro^v a w'utch and 
transport Et to some untbouglit of place and t:ciid the owmcf to 
find it. Being pruHent al a select party ^ tho Ivitme of a 
European gentleman then n^iditig in Upper Cbrular Rmd, he 
puUtely asked a lady to give him her watch, Aftci" the UimnI by* 
play+ in the view of all presmt* he flung the watch with force 
from an upper verandah into a tank in front of thclirousc- Every 
one saw the watch, with Lhe chain dangtbg. w iuBk through the 
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•11^1 and foil into thu walur. A short Umti aftcTi tile hiif ownur 
of Uit* walcL u-asmg impatient, he requested her to go into the J 
next njoiij and halj ouL her hand for sL She did so, and behold ' 
the watch and chain, both dripping wet, came into her hand. 
Among several otlicrs, a g&ntknuin to be met with dally not G% 
miles from St, John's aiurch, can attest the truth of wli.it is 


here stated. .At another time Hsussan Kluit was at the house of 
a gentleman whose watch he borrowed, and shortly after, when 
asked for its return. pmtfSied timt he never took the waich and 
that his lio'.t had not brought it home, hut left it witTnn the desk 
Of his office^ which was situated in annllicr sUnct. The desk key 
WM in genilcman’s pocket all the time, and yielding to 
Hassan Klian's chaJJenge he drove over to his office at that Iiour 
of the night, had the room opened, and unlocking his tlesk found - 
the watch quite safe insidt Another watdi trick was played in 
a place of business b DalhousiB Square. He took a wntdi and 
a rmg belonging to different owners and tied up tbr two ivith a 
l^ndkerchief. After a while he pointed to a press, and enquired 
If It was locked and who had the key. The owner produced the 
key from W pocket, the press was opened, and ring, watch ami 
handkerchief found inside of it. There was mother da,.^ of 
exhibitions iu which, it fs sijd, Hassan Khao loved to display his 
occult powers, wliatever they may have been. Without any 
r^d to time, place, ot drcumstanccs, he could at will produce 
abagof.Kinduichia!mdrakes, or beer, wine, and brandy of 
any mark and quality required. He would not bring them forth 
from lus person or with his own hands; but wherevisr lit might 
Iht at the lime, bo would warn ihc company that it was 
appreachmg, when suddenly the b.ag ar the Iwltle would become 
'«! e to the spertatofs, simpenilcd in mid air, and one of them 
Id to scuc upon it In every case the cJible or potable was 
le est of Its kind. \\To or what this man was, has never 
en sa actorily expkim^d. He went .iliout frealv, ivas to Lc 
«ce« everywhere, and mLced with all surts of people; but he 
was dwnys enshrouded in an iropettetrabte myateiy." •- 
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OVERLAND ROUTE. 

In tbe present day a prcipensity to visit England^ even by 
persons born and bred m India, m much greater tliao that wtuch 
CLilstod in the old times. Occasion atiy we meet with an old 
itidiaOt who has never get fus foot on British soU since he arrived 
in India; but this doss of men Is becoming rapidly CKtinci. 
Tlte comfort^ the mpidityp the security and the cheapnegs of the 
passage^ particularly since the opcnuig of the Suez r-^n^l^ tempt 
many to undertake itj who when a abip was five or six months 
on its tvay^ an Indi^erent cabin cost £500^ w'Ould have 
prolonged their residence in Indian till wealth enabled^ or healtli 
compelled, the wom-oul old indian to retire finally from the 
scene of hia labors, Mr. Fprbes in hig " Oriental Memoirs" 
says;—"The captains of the bomewarci bonnd £Tndiaineti 
demand o%hi thousand rupees (£1000} for the passage of a 
■single persorij and filtoen thousand for that of a gentleman and 
his wife." 

The proper method of mnlcLDg the passage between Bombay 
and the Persian GuH and Red Sea at different periods of the 
year in, sa)'^ an okl authority, to Lake advantage of the monsoons. 
Tills passage to India is the most ancient on record. Long 
before the discovery of the magnet, we arc told that the uniform 
steadiness of Uie Bionsoon in this sea, answcit^d the purpose of 
the compass to the inhabiUnts of these parU^ who Fearlessly ran 
across to the Malabar coast in their primitive ships, guided hy 
its direction, and returned tn the same mannerj at particular 
periods of the year. 

The majority of cmr readers will doubtless be familiar with 
lhal strange episode in the history of the Madras Presidency* 
when the Governor* Lord Pigol* was placed in confinemcat by 

48 
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bis Qwa CdunciL They may nqt be eqi^ally of the fact 

that boLh parties attemptetJ to avoid the loss of time attejidant 
upon a voyage rannd the Cape by despatching trusty 
messengers up the Red Sea and across Egypt The following 
partictitars of the jounaey of one oE these partJesj as fat as 
Cosseir, we obtain ffam the I^iong£‘t* 

Lord Pigut made tise of the friendly services of Mr* Eyies 
Irwin, apparently ** a writer'" in the employ of the East India 
Company» ^hile the “ rebel Governments^* as Mfi. Imin 
designates the Opposition^ sent olf Captain Dibdii] and another 
geutlcman- Tlie latter w^ere the more fortunate. Although 
obliged by contrary winds to land at Tofj near the mouth of the 
Gulf of Suez, they succeeded in abtainuig camels to cany them 
in safety to Suez) and being unencumbered with persoiiaJ 
effects, they escaped molestation at the bands alike of Turks 
and Arabs. Not so Mr^ Eyies Irwin^ 

His CTperiences while striving to bo^ea heunewards with 
Lord Ptgot’s private despatches he describes with weaiisome 
minuteness in a quarto volume, published by J. Dodslcy, and 
purporting to conaiBt of a series of letters addressed to a lady, 
with the becoming mpttOi /n/ajtdum, Regina juies re^^vare 
dohrm. From first to last be was unfortunate^ Jt was not 
until the 4and day out from Madnis that the snow 
Captain BacoUp carrying eight 3-pounders besides swivels, 
sighted Socotra on the 31st March; nor was it until the 9th 
April that she ran through the Straits of Babdmandeb, Though 
the voyage from Mocha usually occupied only three w'ceks, the 
Ad^^entur^ took eight weeks, and tMs delay was the primafy 
Cau^e of al] the subsequent mishaps which befell Mr. Irwin 
and his travelling companions—Major Henry Alexandtr, Hn 
Anthony Hammond, and a certain Lieutenant, whose name is 
generously witMield for reasons wfudi will shortly appear. 

Some years previously an East Indiaman was accitstomed 
to call ai Mocha once iirvcty year for a cargo of cofEee; but in 
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177“ 7 the Eragraiit berry waa convey^ed to Bonibay in country 
bottornj^ The business^ of the port, mdeedi was entirely 
^Uransacted by Buoiab or Gentoa merchanta ;" while the only 
representative of Europe was an English gctideiiian named 
Korseley, At Motha Captain Bacon Landed a lakh and a half of 
rupees, worth at that time £30,000^ being an offering to the 
mosque at Mecca from the impecunious Nabob of the Camatici 
who also provided for the gratuitous passage of two or throe 
pilgrims every year for the sake of their prayers on his behalf. 
As these pilgrims: wnre for the most part an uncleaui mutinous, 
Lronblcsome set of devotees, few ship-captains cared to be 
encumbered with them, and consequcotly the Nabob found 
himself obliged, notwithstanding bis pecuniary dlfhcaltles, to 
maintain a vessel for the sole purpose of conveying those idle 
ragarnulhns to and fro« 

** Having taken on board fresh mippliea of wood, water, 
and other necessaries, the Advesiure set sail for Suez on the 
6th April. At that season the wind in those parts blows pretty 
stcadHy from the northward, and thus, after much patient 
tacking, the daily progress varied from ten to twenty milELs. 
By the 7th of May^ however, the snow was off Yamboj situated 
in 24° ro' N, and about E50 leagues from Suez; but became so 
hopelessly involved in a net-work of reefs, that the captain was 
compeEIed lo anchor for the night, in the hope of obtaining an 
experienced pilot to guide him clear oE all further risk- 

** This was the first Enropean ship that had ever visited 
tliat port; but it was known that the Vixicr had exhibited mucb 
thoughtful kindness to Captain Adams of the Atfr^ra, which 
had lately been wrecked upon tbat dangerous coast. On this 
occasion, also, the Vizier appeared anxiouj to do all in his 
power to aid bis helpless visitors who accepted hb pressing 
invitatbo to land aod enjoy his hospitality. 

Nothing could exceed the suavity 0! bis manner He at 
QDCe seal for the two chief piloLi; but they, being taught their 
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part beforehand, positively rtfujscJ to undertake the respon¬ 
sibility of piloting so large a ship up the GiiU of Suea in the 
teeth of adverse winds k 

"Captain Bacoa then asked for a pilot to take his ship back 
to Jeddah, and for a boat to convey bis passengers to Suez, 
This request was at once granted, but, as it was bccOEniog late^ 
the little party were reconitnctidcd to remain on shore for the 
night in the boose of a cocrietiins Sheikh. To this they readily 
assented*, but were somewhat atartied OD being informed that 
they could not leave the port until instructions had been 
received from the Xedf of Mecca. A guard was then placed 
on the land^tde of their houser and they w'ore soon afterw^ards 
joined by the sailors left in charge of the boat, which was 
removed out of the way. 

" Tlie captain thereupon wrote to his thief mate to weigh 
Or slip anchor and mn down to Jeddah for assistance. Tltis 
note was read to the Vizier by the interpreter as being an order 
£0 bring the ship into the port, and was accordiagly sent oU by 
urn Arab messenger. 

By that time dinner was served^ andt notwithstanding 
their troubles, they contrived to dispose of a large dishful of 
stew'ed mutton, garnished with raw onions, using their fingers 
as knives and forks, and flat cakes for plates, which also they 
devoured. Tlie chief odreer meanwhile shook cut his sails and 
was preparing to weigh anchor, when the cahk parted, and 
the vessel drifted towards a reef from which she waa saved 
with much dtSicnlty. Captain Bacon ne^t day persuaded the 
llzicr to send off the "majiiicrs" to the ship, as though the 
<tew OR board were too weak lo manage her, A boatful of 
armed Arabs, however, accompanied the sailors, but were not 
allaw'ed to go on board. 

”The \Tjier then threw oR the mask entirelyp and sum¬ 
moning two Arab chteb of the neighbourhoodi opened a heavy 
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musketr> fire upon the Advtntun. Mr, trwin cc>ngnitti 1 ate» hif^ 
friends and hiniBcIf upon the rare prudence of the male, who* 
fordblj, prevented his; crew from djAi:liarginff a broadside into' 
their assailants, though he admits that the fort was such a 
tninble-dowT) structure that it could easily have been knocked' 
to pieces. But in those days the death of a Mussulman at the 
hands of Christians usually led to fearful reprisals— for the 
Moslem was still a name of terror. At the same lime it is oot 
impossible that a resolute attitude would have brought the 
Visier to his senses, especially if a few of those ^^poundera; 
came whuitng past hb own ears, 

Be that as it may, the officer’s forbearance brought about 
an agiecment to which the Viaier and three Arabs of dblinctiom 
swore by their beards, the former strengthening his aAGnuatjoii' 
by the present of a handkerchief, on which tt is remarked that 
pledges of this nature among the OrientaU amoiinl to tht 
mo-it sedcus enga^mefiLfi,” 

"When the firing began, Mr. Irwin was tranciuilly readiogr 
Thomson’s Seaiant, and had just come to *' the subfime hymn 
which crowns that delightful work,” when a band of armed 
ruffians rushed into the room with their raatchcfl alight, 
apparently with the iotenlion of massacring the Engfeh 
captives if their shipmates relumed the fire of the Arabs. Mr, 
irwin nevertheless remained unmoved, his soul being elevaled 
by the perusal of the aforesaid hymn, 

♦'The was brought within the harbour, and all 

the guns and muskets were landed and locked up. The 
Englishmen were then allowed to return on board, aod it b 
satisfactory to know that they were able to procure delicious 
fijh and abundance of fruit and vegetables at low rates. They 
were also pennitted to walk through the town attended by a 
guard to protect them from ill-treatiocnt by the howling and 
yelling mob that followed at their heels. 
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" After uudergobg much io^ult and aunayance^ the English 
passengers were at lengtii provided with an open boat pro¬ 
fessedly to take them to Suez, for which they were charged the 
monstrous sum of 650 dollars paid in advicej besides having 
to lay in their own stores of food and waters Captain Bacon is 
acknowledged to have acted in ' a very gentee] manner^ in 
putting numberless creature-cam forts in the boat* and it ts 
added that the cprnmanders of country ships considered 
themselves sufficiently ic-paid for ^entertainitig^ their passengers 
by tlie pleasure received from the company of the latter. 

*Mt was not until the 10th June that they got out of 
Yambo harbour in the miserable boat td which they gave the 
appropriate name nf the /lec/^JiViaif. For some days, howcveri 
they made scarcely any progress, closely bogging the share 
and moonug themselves to a reef as either sun or fair wind 
ireut down» 

*^The snow found her way back to Jeddah but 

not without submitting to gnevous exacUon. In the meantime 
the slowly moved in a northerly direction until she 

was well up the GuJi of Akaba, when her head was put nbout^ 
and she made right across to the western coast of the Red Sea, 
It was then discovered that the Visier knew perfectly w ell that 
this boat wa5 only bound to Cosseir, and that the run up the 
Gulf of Akaba w^ intended to make the Englishmen believe 
that they were going up the Gulf of Suei, The Amb boatmen 
never imagined that they would notice the difference of the 
sun's position when the northerly course w^rts changed for one 
to the west, and then to the souths Even when the anchor was 
dropped on the gth July at Cosseir, they w ere assured that they 
had arrived at Sues, 

For a month they had been exposed to the fierce heat 
of the sun by day and to heavy dews by night; whereas in the 
ordinary course they would have reached that wretched hamlet 
in a few days at the charge of a lew ^oUaT^ Here they were 
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detained on various pretexts until tiie a8tli, fleeced and cheated 
on ait sides." 

The scheme for cutting a canal through the Uthmu^ of 
Suez seems to have been entertained hy the French, so far back 
as the year 1798, for we Bnd the following extract taken from 
an English paper, in a Calcutta Grtsette of the 13th Septemher, 
tygS:—^"The gigantic ptaji ot aggrandisement which the 
French have formed in the Eiastern part of Europe and .Asia, 
begins to developc itself. Their projcscl is clearly to get 
possession of the Greek islands, which may serve them 
as a nursery for seamen at least for the navigation of the 
MedilerraoeaD and the Levant, to receive permission to attempt 
again the ancieot plan of opening a canal into the Bed Sea, 
frnm which they are not to be deterred by the failure of 
every former enterprise of the kind. Tlie improved stale of 
engineering gives them hopes that they will cantiucr every 
obstacle that nature has opposed to this design, and ihe 
grandeur of the object wrill he flattering to the character of 
the people. If they succeed they will open to themselves a 
navigation to the East, by a course so much shorter than Ihe 
present, and will have such a demand for sugar in ^pt, and 
on the coasts of all the seas of which they will have the 
monopaiy, that their commerce must receive an enormous 
addidoo." 

The following stngnlar voyage is reported ^ having been 
made by the Coropan/s cruiser Panther, Captain Speak. The 
vessel sailed from Bombay on the gth March of the prevtous 
year, 1797, with a packet lor the Honorable Company, to Suez. 
Her long absence made eveiy one suppose that the vessel had 
been lost. The Panther reached Mocha on the 3®lh March, 
and Suez on toe jth May. At Sue* the despatch of the packet 
was delayed till the 19th May, and she retched Cairo on 
the 24th. Captain Speak canlinued at Suex until the 3rd 
September, when no retuio packet from England having 
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Arrived, he left for Mocha^ vihlch he reached nn the i6th^ and 
on the 2 ist worked throngh the StraiU of Babeliuandeb. The 
,&ea»oa was now so for advanced that he found great true don 
in making any progress to the eastward, m.son)Uch that after 
navigating ten days upon the coast of Arabia, he was compelled 
to return to Mocha» where he arrived do the loth Kovember 
Here he remained for three months when encouraged by the 
wind coming round tQ tile norLh--wust, he once more weighed 
anicbur on the 6lli February for irniia, and ardved at Bombay 
the 6Ui of April; luving been tnorc than /Airteen manths 
•doing whai is now done in ihirfeen days f 

The Gjvenijnent had hfid in contemplation a project of a 
oinrE frequent and reguUf com in un tea Lion with Europe through 
BuH^ordip which wa^ on the i^t of J4nuary of the year 1798 
warned into A certain number of packet boats were 

placed oit ibk gervice, one to leave Bombay every month, and 
iur the accommodation of iEldividual correspondencei private 
ietters of certain dimensions and under the iollowing restrict 
lions, were adinittt-d into the packet upon, the payment of 
postage wldch would be considered extravagant in our day 

No letter ^hall exceed in length four inches, in breadth 
two inchesi, nor be sealed with wax. (aj All ktteb shall be 
sent to the si4;crotary ol Government, with a note specifjnng the 
wtiter^ and wnth the writer^s name signed under the address,^ 
10 he CDuntcrsigiied by the secretary previous to deposit jn the 
packet, as a warrant of permission. 3) Postage shall be paid 
-oti delivery of the [clEef, at the rale of ten rupees a single 
letacr, weighiElg one quarter ol a rupee; for letters weighing 
liaU a rupee^ filteen rupees; and for those weighing otic 
rupee, twenty rupees. I wo maits were traiismiited by each 
dttipaichi one of whidi was scat via Aleppo, the other via 
Bagdad. 

Five and thirty years ago/^ saya Mrs. Fay, writjag in 
1S15, ^'it was the fate of the author to undertake a jaitrney 
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overland to India, m company with lier biLihand, the late 
Anthony Fay, Esq.^ who having been called to the bar by the 
honorable society ol Lincoln's Inn^ had fomicd the resolution of 
practising in the courts of Calcutta.'' They travelled through 
France, and over the Alps to lulyi whence embarking at Legliom 
they sailed to Alexandria in Egypt. Having visited some of the 
curiosities in this interesting countiy^ and made a short stay at 
Grand Cairop they pursued their joumey across the desert^ to 
Suex^ after passing down the Red Sea. The ship in which they 
sailed lotiched at Calicut^ where they were seized by the officers 
of Hyder AIK and for fifteen weeks endured all the hardships 
and privations of a rigorous imprisonMCnt, Thence they 
effected their escape and were fortunaie to reach Madras. 
This was in the year ^779-80* From Madras the Fay^ went 
to Calcutta. 

Mrs- Fay, who published an account of ber travels overland 
from England to India, died at Calcutta in 1817, at on advanced 
age. She had been superintending the printing of tbe first 
portion of her literary labors just before her death. She bad 
sot then exhausted her joumalf but her death intemipted the 
further publication. 

In the year 1817, the Britbk nde in Hindostaa was very 
slightly established. The Pcishwah still held court at Poonalig 
and the Pindaries ranged and robbed round Hyderabad. 
Therefore when Lieutenant-Colonel Fitcclarencc (aflerwarda 
Lieutenaiil-GencraJ Lord Frederick) was ordered by the 
Govemor to convey despatches bonier the task was not only a 
difhciilt but also a dangerous one. 

The disturbed state of tbe country offered him little choice 
of routes^ If he went by Hyderabad and Goa to Boiiibayk where 
one of llie H. E- L C. ships was waiting to convey him up tbe 
Red Sem lo Snex, there was the chance of being either tnatmed 
or murdered by those unscrupulous marauders, tbe Pindarics; 
and should he take the other way^ by Nagpoor, through the 
49 
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dominkii^ of the Niiam and the Peishwahj to Poomahp and 
thence to Bofnbaji there was a chance of passing the remainder 
of hb days tn a dnngeonp if he fell into the hands of any of 
(he sirdars of their respective Highnesses. The latter route 
was. howeverj at last selected by Colonel FiticJarencc* and on 
the J7th Decemberp 18171 he left the British camp with the 
despatches^ 

The Rajah qf Nagpoor having braken faith with ouf 
Government, It was determined to give him a lessoRi and 
division of out armyi under General Hardy man, was ordered 
lo move on the Rajah^s capitals To this force Colonel 
FitJclarence attached himseUp and therefore had the opportunity 
of being present at the battle ol Jubbiilpore« This and the 
capture of Holkarp the surrender of the Rajah Appa Sahib 
in the Resident, facilitated Colonel Fitzdarence's advance^ and 
in less than a month after he had quitted the camp he found 
himself in Nagpoor. 

To give an idea of the difliculties which were likely to 
beset Colonel Fltzdarence on his jonmey^ it will be only 
necessary to give an account of the order his escort kept on 
the line of march. An advance of twenty irregular cavaliy 
preceded his elephant, and a detachment of Rfty regular cavalry 
iinmeJlately fallowed it In the rear marched one hundred and 
fifty irregutsr horse and a company of infantry, the whole being 
brought up by thirty additional horse and twen^ veteran 
sepoys, while flank patrols of the P^izam^s cavalry protected the 
column on the right and left 

"Feeling his way slowly through the ccuotry, the next 
place of note where we find our traveller and his party if 
Auruagabad. 

"Colonel Fiticlareiice next vbited the fortress of 
Dcwlutabad^ which was considered to be the strongest fortress 
Tn rndiBn Built upon a rock 500 feet high, the aides of which 
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ODe-third of the way up arc scarped like a walli bdow it Is 
snrround&c] by four lines of waJiSi and a dJtcli seventecD yaitb 
wtde. 

* ‘Having at last safely reached Poo nab, the party th ere 
baited for a few days previous to mardiing to Botpbay- Mr* 
Elphinstone was our residept there at that tiine. 

The road from Poooah to Bombay bebg a petfectly safe 
one the perils and dangers now were all passed, and Colonel 
Phaclareoce and bis party enjoyed the beautiful country 
through which they journeyed, vbUed the KarJee Cavea^ uod 
enjoyed a day^s sport on the top of the GbauU at KandaJIa* 
Descended the Bhore Ghaut—no easy feat in tliose days— 
without an accident, and njached Bombay all safe and well. 

From Bocnhayi after tedkuJi passageSr they reached 
CoFseir where they Eanded. On applying to the Effendi for 
an escort, the colonel was promptly supplied with two Turkish 
soldiers^ an Arab and a negro, and an interpreter named 
Mahumed, for whose fidelity the unfortunate Effendi of 
Cosseir was gunniQteep he having been made to thoroughly 
understand that should the interpreter defiert from the partyi 
the Pacha would cut oE his, the Efiendi's,^ head. 

On his arrival at Khenna, Colonel Fiticlareoce visited the 
temple at Dendaia. Having learnt that Mr. Salt, the erf eh rated 
travellerp bad just left Thebes and was going to remain at 
Sciout^ he fallowed him down the Nile in |he hopes of over-*^ 
taking him, but in thb capectation the cotond was disappointed* 
His boat was slow and leakyp while the baaks of the river 
abounded with crawling crocoddeSp scoipions and tpsoleot 
Turks/* and to add to di these discomforta^ provisions were 

SCAXCC. 

On reaching CairOp Colon d Fitadarence at last encountered 
Mr. Salt, with whom was the renowned Signor Befroni^ who 
but a few yeare before bad performed as ao acrobat io most 
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town^ir in England. The tdloti^I now procccdifti by tbe same 
mute, the rlveti to Alexandria! Yshctc the plague was ragingp 
the horrors of which be vividly describes. On his voyage 
up the Mediterranean be was accompanied by two FrtQces 
of Morocco, who had bceo on a pilgrimage to I^tecca. 

On the I4lh of June iBiB, he landed at Falmouth^ haviog 
performed his overland journey in six months and aii days, 
the duplicates of tlie despatches he carried having arrived 
(cmrtecn daya before him. 

It is hardly possible to think of a sailing vtssel going 
round the Cape getting to England quicker than an express 
messenger going by the way of Egypt! 

A tneeb^ng was held In Calcutta at the To^vn {-Tall, on tbe 
5th Novemberj, ISajj to discoss the feasibility of establisbing a 
commiinication with Great Britain^ hy means of steam 
navigation, via the Mediterranean, Isthmus of Suez, and the 
Red Seak Lieutenant Johnston of the Royal ^ary proposed a 
scheme for running two vessels on the Mediterranean and two 
on the Red Sea. The meeting decided to encourage the scheme 
by offering a premium or bonus, to thos^ who should first 
establish Such cammunicatiDu on a permanent footing. 
Subscriptions were set on foot to obtain a sufficient sum for 
SMch a bonus, and Rsi 3O|00a wete at one subscribed before 
the meeting broke up+ 

It was resolved at the meeting to offer a premium or bonus 
of jC Io,ooo to the first company or society that should bring 
Out a steam vessel and esLablUh the communication be twee a 
India and Great Britdn, leaving the roBte open to their choke. 

Up to 18^5 no attempt whatever had been made to perform 
0 voyage to India by steam, still less to perform it within a 
specified and sliorter time thait bad ever been heard of before ; 
in fact, no attempt had been made to steam half the distance* 
still less to go round tlie ^'Cape oi Stoiios/^ nor to the West 
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ItidiciSj nor to Ainenca nor Uii^ Mfrdlttrranranr nor ■even to 
the Bay of BLscay^ before the caperifneait of the Enttr^rimt 
(in 1826) to reach Calcutta in seventy days, a period commonly 
allowed for a voyage to the Gape» about hail the dislance- 
The Enh'rpriae had been built and fitted for sea, with a view to 
the prise of Rs. io.oekj offered by the society in Calcotta to the 
first steamer which should perform the voynge to that 
presidency within servchty days* 

The Eater prise was a vessel of 500 tons measerement,, 
fitted with two engines of fio horse-pow'er each, and three 
masts, with a very large Itig sail on the maitimast. Captain 
Johnson, who commanded her, was a lieutenant in the Navy, a 
man of talent, pleasant manners, and of an amiable disposition. 

On going down channel it was discovered that the engines 
were not of sulfident pow'er for the sire of the vessel, and 
hence, in order to make tolerable headway ngaitist wind and 
tide, it was necessary to keep op what is commonly catlrd high 
pressure. This almost caused the destruction of the vessel, for 
when off Dungenness, it was found that the coals which, from 
the want of sufficient stowage accommodation, bad been packed 
around and on the top of the boiler, on becoming healed had 
ignited, and it was with great difficulty that the flames could be 
cxijDguished. 

Ed crossing the H&y of Bt'scs.y tlic steamer niPt with 
of wind and a heavy sea, when she behaved well, though her 
engines were lamentably dofiidetit in power. Whilst advancing 
to the southward an unfortunate mIsUltc was committed in 
approaching so near the African coast as to lose the benefit of 
the norlb.«ast trade wind, which would have enabled her to sail 
within a few degrees of the Line, instead of steaming, as she 
did all the distance through a calm i and thereby creating such 
an excessive expenditure of fuel, as obliged her captain to put 
into the Island of St- ThomM, on the Line, for a fresh supply. 
Here a quantity of wood for iucl wax taken oa board, as no 
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coal could be procured. The cousumplion of trood was sq 
iDucfi greater than that of coal would have been, that it was 
MOO apparent that the vessel would again run short of fuel, she 
was therefore sailed till within sight of Table Bay, when she 
atesined into tbc harbour to the astonishment of every one at 
Cape Towa. In consequence of these unforeseen difficulties 
the length of the voyage, instead of thirty, had been fifty*four 
days, 

if we contrast this performance with the voyages now 
advertiKd to "Bradshaw," at the single port of Southampton 
ulnae, we shall find that, wonderful as Captain Johnston's 
voyage was In t 3 a 6 , the growth of steam power upon the ocean 
is far more surprising. 

Three cenhirics back, the intercourse between Europe and 
,the rich countries in the East was carried on overland. Whep 
,t|ie art of navigation improved, and the Portuguese doubled 
the Stormy Cape, the old route to India became obsolete, and 
its valuable products were couveyrd to the western world by a 
journey of some thousand leagues across Uie pathless deep. 
A further improvement in the means of communication between 
remote countries began gradually to supersede the passage to 
India by the Cape of Good Hope, and to reopen the antiquated 
channel of intercourse between the eastern and western world. 
The scheme of establishing a communication by means of steam 
vessels through the Mediterranean, and a land journey through 
Egypt, was realized by two enterprising individuals, entirely 
onconiiected with each other—.Mr, T. F. Waghom, of the East 
India Company’s pilot service, and Mr. J. \V. Taylor, the agent, 
we believe, of some speculating capiulists in England, and 
faratber of the mxdcut at Bagdad. 

About tlie autumn of iga6, Mr. Thomas Waghom agitated 
for a direct eommunicatian between England and India by 
meaiu of iwtft-going ateam vessels to carry the mails. Tbe 
dfesscU, be jitBpoacd, were " to be built after tJ^e model of the 
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Leith smofk^p of aoa or aio ton?^ and to be provided ii^ith iw(t 
±S hbrse-power cngipesj Uicir masts to be so cofistructad 
to lower down on deck id cmc of head wiDdSp and the funnel 
also to be lowered at pleasure/' Tbej were to carry no 
passengers nor live stock, all avaibblo space befog oCcapied 
by coeU, which it was expected they Would be abhr to cany 
sufl^cietit for lifty daya^ consunipUoD. It wai anticipated that 
" seventy days from the vessel leaving the ^Thames, she would 
be seen in the Hoogtily/' Waghorn died before he saw all hia 
viatoDs carried out, but he was the true pioneer of the attempts 
which were shortly afterwards made by himselr and others in 
hastening the conveyance of the maib, through Egypt^ and 
thus catablishtng what is now called the overland route. 

In iSay the now celebrated Captain Waghorn turned hla 
atteEiiioh towards India, via Suci, and in the saine year a 
iatearncf was built in Bombay and named the JIagk Lindsay 
which made the first passage from Bombay to Suez in 

A general meeting of the subscnbers to the fund for the 
encouragement of steam navigation betweeti Great Britain and 
India was held at the Town Hall, Calcutta^ on the 17th January^ 
1827, Captain Johnston of the £ifjf^r/mf Tvas thanked for the 
promfpentj zealous and active part which he had taken in the 
estabiisbment of steam communication with Ejigtsndp and 1 
sum of 20,0130 rupees was voted him as a reinOineratJafi, 

Mr. Waghorn left London on the ^Sth Octofaerp 
crossed from Dover to BoulognCj and reached Tricstcp pm Paris 
and htilanp on the 8tb KoVember, a distance of 1^543 miles 
performed by land (except in crossing the Channel), In eleven 
days. He was upwards of sixlcen days in going by seap in a 
adUng vessdt from Trieste to Ateirandriap a distance of 1,2^5 
miles I and he reached Suta, dwtant 255 miles hum Afcaandfia, 
in 14I dap, amving there on the 8lb December. He waited a 
day at Su«, in eipcetation of the sleatner Enterprise, which 
he lioderstdod !iad sailed from Bombay to that port ; feft on 
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thr 9tlit and Oil iltc* 23 rcl grotto Jt^ddah^ 5&0 mlle-Sf in ft nativ& 
boat, rt'btrre hn deUj'ed eighteen days before lit could 

get a conveyance to Bom bay p Mr. Wiighorn^s eiperiTiicht^ 
Uiereforcp ought to be jtiLiged of by Ids journey as far as Sucx 
and it mil then appear tluU be uccompliibcii 3,762. miles in 33} 
days, tKcliisivc of litoppageSp or 40! days, atuppages included. 

Mr-Taylor set off from London seven days before Mr, 
Waghorup on the list October jBjg, rtoched Calais the 
aaiije day, and Marseilles on ttie aSth, He sailed for Malta the 
$anic daj-j and arrived at Aleaandita on tiic 8th Kovecaber, 
hi eighieeii days from London^ earlier by seven days thsm 
Mr. Wagham, He departed from Akirandria qn the aSlh 
November, and readied Sues in nine daySp that is five days 
ijukkcr than Mr, Waghoro performed the jourocyi the whole 
time he consumed in actually travdling from London to Sue* 
was only twenty-seven days. He quitted Suce on the 
December, and arrived at Bombay 00 the a and Mahih, 
performing the joumty from Loudon to BoiLibay (eickisive of 
Stoppages; in forty six days, Tliis gcutleiuan ciJcukted tijat 
the passage from London to the Malabar coast might be 
accomplished in thirty-eight days, or tlie complete transit to 
India in about six weeks, provided steam vessels were stationed 
in the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, a facility which it wa* 
the object of Mr, Taylor and the persons wiEh whom he was 
connected to secure, by a regubt establishment of such vesseb, 
to navigate botJi scas^ 

tn the year 1830 sailing packets were discantinued as mdl 
packets to the Meditcirancan^ when the MeU^r government 
Bteamer left Falmoatlt for the first Ume oa the 5Lh of Febiiaiy 
with the mails lor that sea, and returned to Falmouth after a 
voyage of forty'-seven days, being only one quarter of the time 
usually occupied hy sailing packets on the same route. Not¬ 
withstanding this important step on the road to India^ it sldl 
required a period of five years to atrangc and smooth down all 
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lie difficulties that ataod ill iht ^vny csf a rapid transit to the 
East by way of Suez; but in February 1835, the route was 
opeoed, the ffagk Unifsay carajijg from Bombay to Sue^ down 
the Red Sea to meet the malls and passengm fmtn England, 
FjrVr Alexandria. 

Jt bad for aom time been a favorite object of Sir John 
MaJcolm^ the Goif^fner of Bdinbay, to e^blisb a steam 
conveyance for despatches between that port and England, A 
i^cssel called the IIuyfA Lmds^y^ oi 400 tons burthen^ with two 
engines of S&o horse power each, was accordingly built for 
Hits purpose, at an expense of £40^000. Though constructed 
upon such x'l cosily scale, yet the unaccountable blunder was 
commiUed, qf her not having capacity tq carry more than six 
days* coal: when it was impossible she could reach the Arabian 
coast from India In less than eight or ten days. If everything, 
however, had been properly managed the matl^ might have 
teached Alexandria iji tirenty-llirce dap] thence to Malta 
vvDiifd have occupied four days more; thence to iVtaiseillefl four 
days; thcnce to England five days; total from Bombay 
London only tEiirty-six days I As it was, the Undssy 

commanded by Captain Wilson, reached Suei after a voyage of 
thirty-three days, having lost twelve days in the ports of Adeitp 
Moeha^ Jeddah and CassdrT being detained in getting supplien 
of coal on board at those places. The letters sent by this 
vessel, after all reached England tii less time than any which 
had ever been received before from India. Cofond Campbell 
vras Ibe only passenger by the vesscL One additional cause for 
her sloiti^ rain of travelling was that she was bo deep in the water 
that her wbeds could hardly revolve. She was the 6fit steam 
vessel that had ever navigated the Red Sea. 

Lieutenant Low gives an acconnt of this trip to Suci from 
Bombay:— "On the ^ath of March the lion. Company‘1 
steamer fffigk TJudiay sailed from Bombay on her great 
experimental voyage, commanded by ComoiaDder Joho WiUon, 
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The gallant officer perfonned the trip with signal succeas, and 
when the dbadrantagefi under which he laboured are taken 
into constderatioDi the achteveatenC may be regarded as one 
of the most remarkable on record. This will be readily 
conceded when we consider the conditidns of the experiment, 
Tiie ffugA Uft 4 fs&y was a steamer of only 411 tons, with two 
fsighty-horse poirer engines, built to carry five and a-half days^ 
coASumptjdiL of coaJ, and drawing eleven and a-heJf feet of 
vtmteri wiiile the was required to perform a wjage of 3,000 
miles, 0 1 which 1^641 were across the Indian Ocean to the 
first Coaling station at Aden. To enable her to effect this tong 
flight, she took on board sufficient coal for eleven days, for 
which purpose more than two-thirds of the space abaft, intended 
for accommodation, and also half o( the forehoJd, were filled 
with coals ^ this, together with stores nod provisions for the 
voyage to Sue2 and back^ no less a distance than G,oo miles 
increased her draught of water to thirteen and a-half fect: and 
it is certaip her safety would have been seriously imperilled had 
she encountered bad weather. Previous to undertaking the 
voyage, a cottier brig, Tadeti tvith 600 tons of coal, under convoy 
of the Thcfiij had been despatched to the Red Sca^ so that a 
supply was ready stored at +\denj, Jeddah and Suez. The 
^xpcrioieut wai a triumphant success; Aden was re^ached on 
the 31*1 of March, the whole distance having been covered. 
VJTrfcr and ihe fJMii^af arrived with only siat 

hours' consumption of coa! m her bunker^. Commander Wtlsoa 
carted at Mocha lo deliver despatches cind at Jeddah for cool, 
4Twi arrived at Sues on the aand of April, bavriig been thirty- 
two days and sixtcca hours, Including stoppages." 

The great advance made iii steam fiarigalion has dwarfed 
this feat; but stilt Wilson, who had sacrificetl the commutid of 
m slaop-o(-war to tii out the NftgA deserved aJI the 

praise iiwetom^ed u^ntn tiitu- 
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But what was travdiing ^*overtaiid'" even in 1S4J ? Von 
Oriicli gives us a fong dtiicrTplion of tlic dUcomforts ol the 
pasfiage, p^rtkiJarly the crouing from Akiandm to SuuIp 
T here was no canal then. The passcdger was landed at 
Alexandria on the i6tli Julji he then embarked in a bolt on the 
Mahmoudi Canal, the work of Mdictnet Alt aboat S4 miles 
Jong^ fifty paces broad and about six feet deep. The boat was 
drawn by four bqrses* In this conveyance he reached Atlchj 
where a small steamcfi the Lufui^ pf 32-horse power# was ready 
on the Nile to receive turn# and which ^nveyed him to Cairo# 
a voyage of ilo miles. Thence there was the jemmey ihrcngli 
the desert A lwo<-wheeted catt^ covered with a linen awningi 
and drawn by four horses^ was the mode of transit, a not very 
pkanant one with the thermotnetiir at and only a Jincis 
awning over-head. The distance thus traveUed was over sixty 
miles. At length Suei is reacbed^ and a targe boat conveys 
the faligtied passenger In the war stc^iner the sua 

beating on his head at Fahr^ The journey ttaving aocupted 
till the 21st# qr about six days! what b now accomplished by 
nil ia aiew hours. 




CHAPTER XXT. 


EDUGATrON. 


ETJUCATIOS EN Its iNFANCV. 

Let as hitn to a spot, now much changed from its pristidc' 
desolate appearance, aitd ioag known by tlie name of Cooty 
Bazar, The prelty church, gad the little white maasiotis, whicTr 
now adorn the spot, were not then (in the latter part of tho 
last century) to be seen. Small bungalows, like £0 many 
mounds of straw, broke the JeTel prospect of the situation, and. 
were the habitations of invalid soldiers, who had fought at 
Scringapatam, or helped to diTve the enemy frora the plains of 
PJassey. Living upon a rupee a day, these old pensionere- 
f moked and walked, and smoked and slept their Umt away. 
One more learned, perchance, than the rest opcad a school and 
while the modest widow taught but the eferaenU ol hnoivletlgn 
in the barencks of Fort William, tlie more ambitious pensioner' 
proposed to t^e them higher np the lull of learning. " Let us 
contemplate him seated in an old fashioned chair with his legs" 
(we are qnoting the words of a writer in the Cakutta Review)' 
"'resting on a cane mo rah. A long pipe, his most constant 
companion, projects from his mouth. A pair of loose pyjamahs 
and a eharkanah banian keep him within the pale of society, 
and preserve him cwl in ihe trying hot season of this cTIniate. 
A rattan—his sceptre—is in his band; and the boys are seated 
on stools, or little morabs, before his pedagogue majesty. 
They have already read three chapters of the Bible, and have 
got over tlie proper names without much spelling; they have 
writleo their copies—small, round, teat and large hands ; they 
have repeated a column of Eotkk's Dictionary with ouJy two 
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inisLa^es; £Lnd arc now emptoyed in workttig Ccnnpouni 
DJvkian, atitl won aapEct to arrii’e at tht Kule of Ttrce. 
Some of the lads' eyes are red ivilli weeping, and oliicia 
e*peet to Iiave a taste ol Uie feruia. Tiie patner of the 
pensioner's days is seated on a fow Dinapore inalronly chairi 
picking vEgetablcitt and preparing the ingredients for the 
coming dinner, it strikes 12 o’clock j and ifie schoolmaater 
shakes himself. Presently the boys bestir llictnselvEs; and 
for the day the school U broken upSnth were ilie sdioofs 
whkh soon after the establishment of British supremacy in tlit, 
East, were formed for the tnstrjcticm ol youth of both acxes. 
They were looked upon simply as sources of revenue, and 
hence every Individ ant in straitened circumstn nets—the brnkcti- 
dowti soldier, the bankrupt merchant and tlic ruined gpendthnfl 
—set up a day school, which might serve as a kind of chirps 
de until something belter turned up. Aa BriLiBh 

supremacy began to extend, and the increasing demaJids of 
war and commerce caused an influx of European6 Sato this 
land, greater efforts and qn a larger scale, were made to exleud 
the bentfils of education and to elevate its tone. 

PRIVATK SCHOOLI. 

In consequence of the increased demand for educailon, 
many tnlorpriaiog individuals began to feel that schools would 
make capital speculations- Mr- Archer was the first fo establish 
a school for boys before the year iSoo. HU great success 
attracted others to the same field : and two instittitions speedily 
took the h ail—Mr. FarTclPs Seminary, i-ind the Dumimlollah 
Academy, conducted hv Mr. Dmmmoiid. Tliere was also a 
school condneted by Mr. Ilaltfax, another by Mr. Lindstedl and 
a third hy Mr. Draper. Annoal esaminations were first held by 
Mr. Drummond, and the first ckamioation ol this kind gave the 
death-blow to the rival aetninary of Mr. Farrell'-s. Besides the 
institutions which we have already mentioned there waaonc by 
tlic Rev, Dr, Vales ior boys, and another by Mr?. Lawsou Jot 
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girls, The tnrlicsi schuoJ for joung tadlcs was that nt Mrs. 
Pitts { and sooti after many wthes were cBtafaliabed, among 
which Mrs. Duttcll's ficmitiary enjoyed the most extensive 
■upport. 

fn April 1753, Mrs. Copeland started a young ladiea'school 
in <' the house nearly opposite to Mr Mcholas Charles’ Europe 
Shop, where ahe proposes boau-dlng and educating young tadics 
in reading, writing and needle-work.” 

We learo from an adverdsemoat of Mr. George Furly, on 
the ajrd May. tygj. who was ahout to establish an ” academy 
"on the Burying Ground Road,” what the rates for education 
■were at that time;—hirst class 30 Rs. per month for board, 
lodging and education. Second class 40 Rs. Third class 
Rs. 

"ACAD^V.—The Reverend Mr. hfolntes proposes apenitig 
40 academy In Calcutta, for the instruction of youth, in the 
different branches of useful edneation. No. 74, CossytuMab 
Street, leth December, 1755," 

W. Gavnahe, Accountant, begs Jeaye to inform the 
Public, that be intends to open an Acauemv, at his house, 
No. (I, Meredith’s Suifdings, for a few young gentlemen of the 
age of fourteen or upwards, (who may be intended for the 
mercantile line of life)—to instruct them in a perfect knowledge 
of Dcdmal CalcBlatioiis, also to complete their education in 
the Italjan method of Book-keeping, by a proceas, using the 
wtaghu, measuriEs aad coins of the iliEerent markets of in din. 
For particulars enquire of W. Cayaard, at hia touse aforesaid. 
Accounts and estates of co-partaefship adjusted and seUJeda» 
•wial.” (i^a53, 

ist May, iScm, a *choof wsa npeoed al the Mifiaimi 

Serampore; terms For bonrdecs. 30 Rupc« per month, 
^h tnitooT, tn Utin, Greek, Hebrew. Persian or Smgscril 
»<*■ JS- .'■1‘aruciiJar atumtioa will be paid to Uie corrm 
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prenunciation pf ibo English iangoage. A Persian and 
SungKrit Munsbi wilJ be emplDycd. Letters addrasacU to 
Mr. Carey, «ii] be immodiately attended to;’* Tlua is the first 
intinialiort we have in tho Cakntta papers of the lacation 
of the Baptist Missionaries at the Danish seUlemcnt of 
Serampore- 

Hero is the firat inalance that we have found of the 
establishmeot of a schoolj for the inatrucdoD of European 
children, in the upper provinces- Mrs. Middleton advertises 
on the 3rst Marebj 1799, "having taken a house in an airy, 
healthy aud agreeable situaLion at Dinaporc,'' where she 
purposed "keeping a school for the tuition of such young 
gentlemen and ladies as parnpls and guardians may think 
proper to commit to her charge." Her charges were two 
gold mohurs per month for boarders, and eight rupees ifor day 
scholars. 

[Advt] "John Stansberrow bogs leave to inform Iht 
public in general, that he proposes keeping a school for the 
purpose of educating children, male and female, upon the most 
reasonable terms. He will instruct them in reading, writ tog, 
and aiithuictic. The girls will be taught needle-work and 
lacciaaking. The terms are as follows:— 

For boys, per month ... ... Rs. -^5 

For gtrls, ditto i.. ... 

For day scholars ... .•■ »■ 

“ He lives in a commodious garden at Minapoor, near 
Colonel Hampton's gardens. As he meins to pay the gre.-ilest 
attention and pains to their education and good morals, he will 
only take boys and la girls, and flatters himself that ht win 
gwfr satisfaction to thd parents and guardians of such child mo 
as be may be favored with the charge of/' 

Mr. Thomhill advertises {in iSm) that "encoyraged by 
the liberal and increasing patraoage of tho public" to his 
academ/p he had taken the houst and garden in Durrumtollah 
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Street lalelv cwcupled by K. T, Travers. Eaq., ivliith fnini its 
eijc find slitiEtioD is ptirljcularly we]] sailed fer llie purpose of 
an academy," We believe tbis was the same building as that 
in which Mr. Drammoad so tong had his sdiool, and the 
compound of rrUicIi is now a baaar. 

Mr, L, Schnabel advertises (iSoa^ that he "will give 
inslmctiona on tJtc pianoforte, at the moderatt rate of Eifty 
rupees per month/' 

Charles Lewis Vogel set up* in 1803, a sell00] at Cbinsurab, 
for the education of children of both seies. the girls being 
under Uie care of Mrs. VageL The terms were very moderate 
for those times. For general education Sa, Rs. 25; wjtli clothes, 
medicine, &c.. Sa, Rs, 35 j for instructiDo in Persian S Rs, 
extra, and dairdng to FU. extra per month. 

VVc/indiii a notite of sale in 1S09, a house in Great 
Durrumtollah Road, that it was situated opposite to "Mr. 
Sutham's Academy." This gentleman aftenvanls removed his 
school to flowrah. where it was long the scholastic residence of 
many of those who afterwards rose high in the services and 
held important posLx, Mr, Statham wrote a work called 
^'Ricraini.^ceiices of Icidk/' 

Mr. Frederkk LioJstedt, who had for some years previous 
been carrying on a seminary for boys in the Circular Road, 
received a partner of tlie name of Mr. OrJ, in i8j[, and tins 
school was then carried on io their Joint names. This school 
still Mists, thougli under different management, and the course 
of cducnLicini is entirely changed. 

NATIONAL INfJTITL'TlONS, 

Tim Drilish in Calcutta early fdt the necessity of tliose 
insritiiHonF, whicli were flourishing in their native land, and 
which being tlie oiTspring of hetievolunce, sene in a great 
measure to a lleviate distress and relieve poverty, to check 
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crinie and iciiprove society. Acluatcd by tbeise views, Major- 
Geoeral KiEpatrieJt’**' in Aogijst 1783 circulated a proposal fpr 
the estabHshntcnt of an Orphan Society, and in the March 
fallawing the Society was formed, under the name of the 
Militar)- Orphan Society^ for the maintenance of the children 
of oOicers dying in indigent cinctiinstances. The society had 
tU’o ^hools, the Upper and the Loirer Orphan Schools; the 
former contained the chiJdren qF oficers^ the Utter of soldiers. 
These shoots were divided into two departments, for boys 
and girls respectively< and the edacation imparted was of a 
practical nature, designed to qualify the children for the 
situalians they were likely to occupy in Fndia, 

The school was located hfst at Howrahi but about ly^Op the 
premisei at Kidderpore were taken. The front or ballroom of 
the spacious buildingi which was so long the giria' schooh calls 
to mind the state of society in those days, when European ladies 
were afraid to come out to India. The school was a sort of har- 
baisr of refuge for bachelors in want of wivesn Balls were given 
eapressly for the purpose of securing matrimonial engagements 
far the pupils. Persons in want of wives frequently made thett 
Bclcction of an evening. OfScen in the upper provinces some- 
times travelled a distance of Jon miles to obtain a wife b this way. 

From an account of the receipts and disburBernenta of the 
Upper and Lower Orplian Schools sit Kidderpore, we learn 
that both the bstitutions, which had but just been housed in 
buildings of their ownY were, in i79St in a very Hourtshing 
condition. Tlie income of the '^Qflicers" Fund^'* together with 
the previous year's balance^ was Ms. 

disburBemettU Rs. 3^3^,033-6«6i wdifch ind tided Ihe half of the 
cost of the Orphan House and premises, and aUo ftirniturei 
amounting to Rs. 34.303* The ''Soldiers’ Fund"' showed an 
income, with previous yearns lialancc of Ra. i,i 3 , 6 S 3 -i 3 ^ 7 , and 
an eipEtiditure of Rs. 56,1159'10-4. 
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Of tlic succtiSiS, which attended the establiahment of the 
Press attached to the Military Orphan Society, k ts safRcienl: 
to state that on its trniisfer to the Govcrfimrnt in 1S63, after 
half a cenUtry of operations, it had contributed, tinder the head 
of ** Press prohtSf'^ above twelve lakhs of rupees to the income 
of the Society. 

The upper school in 1^46, and the lower somewhat laterp 
were given upp and the Tew TCitiaitiing childreii placed in other 
institutions^ 

The year 1821 saw the estabUshment of the European 
Female Orphan Asylunip an tnsikution which relferts the highesi 
honour on the communityp by whom it was estabfishedi and <m 
whose support it sSIJ depends. The destitute condition of the 
offspring of European soldiers, who iJ they fortunately escaped 
the dangers of infancy^ were notwithstaodUig exposed to ilio 
corrupting influericc of scenes of prodigacy„ attnicted the kind 
and sympathiiiog notice of the Rev, Mr. Thoma^n^ who 
appealed to the public, and hJs appeal was cordially responded 
to both by officers and 5o]dier4!t and the governtnent bestowed 
a tnonthly donation of 200 rupees^. A hqase and grounds 
in Circular Road were purchased for Rs. 3j,pooj and diU 
■Asylum has proved » blessing to the olfspnng of the European 
soldiery^ 

PLTBLIC CLA^ SCHOOLS. 

About the year iSao people began to be painfully convinced 
that private schools did nol answer the great pur{iose of 
national education. New views were being entertained by 
individuals and a new system was required^mcn perceived the 
necessity of attending to the moral and reUgiouii cducatioD of 
children. 

The Parental Academy, through the In One nee and exer¬ 
tions of Mr. John Miller'^ Ricketts, was cstabliiihed on the 1st 
March 1873. The Calcutta Graminar Schoool TW’a!i established 
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in June of Ihe same year, owing to a dispute among the origmaf 
membeia of the Parental Academy comroittee, which Jed lo a 
separation of efforU- On the csU^hfUbIIlellt of these schools 
Mr. Drommond’s Academy very sensibly decliiKsd; omil it was 
merged io Uie Verulajn Academy, conducted by Mr, Masters, 
which was in its turn giYcn up, when Mr. M. was appointed to 
fill the office of the head master of La Martinicte, To the 
Parental Academy must be giren the tribute of haring raised 
the tone of Christian education in Calcutta, and directed 
altention to the importance of the study of tbe History of India, 
and of the vernaculars. This institution still continues its 
usefulness under the name of the Doveton College. 

The Calcutta High School was founded on the 4lh June, 
ia30t and under its Tir.-iL rector, the Rev. Mr- McQueen, it 
fiourished. However it was eventually laid in tl* grave ; and oij 
its ruins Saint Paul's School was eatahlLshed in the year tS 47 - 

On the 2nd April, rSir, the Armenian community estafa. 
Hshrd the Armenian Philanthropic Institution for the benefH of 
their youth. This school existed till i» 49 - Hgave place 

to a rival scbonlj deslgtialed St. Sanduct's Seminary.* 

On the31st March, 1B30, it was dnlemincd io the Supreme 
Court that the bequests of General Marltnc for the Lucknow 
Charity should be duvoUsd to the ereetbn at Lucknow ot an 
institution to be named " La Martiniere," the g«wnd for which 
bad been purchased Ltiree years before. 

Tbe Lo Martiniere in Calcutta was Fouotlcd on the let 
March, 1836, from the funds left by Major^enrral Claude 
Martine. It « both a charitable as well as a publk bonding 
Acbool. 

About the year 1034 Roman Calbolic ^oinmtiniLy 
established St XaviePE. College for the LiiUi oo of ihe'tr youth . 

. Art,«,*un Collrs*. fomKtly kWWO ti Ui«AnO«Uo I'hllaathwfi. 
AcMfem;, b still m eiistinte. 
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This coflege Goumhed liit the departure gf tha Jesuits id 1847-, 
"when St. Jobn'a College \ras founded in its stead. 

The Free School 19 on the site of a house which was 
Occupied by Mr. Justice Le Maitre, one of the jedgea in Impey's 
time. This institntion was engrafted on llie Ofd Charity School, 
founded in 1743, and settled in *'the garden house near the 
Jann BaTati 1755,” The purchase and repair of the premises 
cost Rs. 56,800. Tlie public sebsc rip Linns towards the 
formation of the chanty, amoanted to Ra. 26,082, of nhith 
Karl Cornwallis gave Rs. 2000. The Free School at this periud 
{ 1792,) was located in "the second house to the southward of 
the Mission Church.’* 

We find in a later part of the same year a scheme put 
forth for a Free School Lottery for the benefit of the institution, 
"ne number of children then in the school was on the founda¬ 
tion, males 54, females aj; mule day scholars 53, female ij. 
Males put out as apprentices 38, females J t. Males educated 
and returned to their friends, including day scbolnis, jov 
females 65. 

CHAR JTABL E fNSTfTUT IONS- 

About the end of the year 1747, a charity fund was 
instituted for giving board and education lo Indigent ChrisUan 
children. Besides subscriptions, it enjoyed an endowment, 
which grew out of the "restitution money received for pulling 
down the English church by the Moors at the capture of 
Calcutta in 1756." To this amount was subsequently added a 
legacy of Rs. 7000 bequeathed by Mr. Constantine i and this 
sum w« still further increased by the puhJig spirit of Mr. 
Bourchier and the Jiberolity of the GoverntnenL Mr, B., after¬ 
wards Governor of Bombay, was once Master-Attendant at 
Calcutta; he was a merchant and most successf uf in Iris persuits. 
At this period there was no particular house in which the mayor 
and aldermen of the dty could meet for Uie transaction of 
business; to remedy Uiis want, Mr. Bourduer built the Old 
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Court House, wbicli was much enlarged bj several additions in 
the year 1765. He gave the building to llic Company, on 
condition that Govenitnenl should pay 4000 Arcot rupeea per 
annum to support a chnnty school and for otlier benevolent 
purposes. The Goverrment conseuted to pay 8do rupees per 
mensem to these diantable purposes. And when the ruinous 
state of the building rendered its demoUlion necessary, the 
Covemtnent continued their mcmlbly grant as hitherto. 

tn the lapse of litne the old charity school became quite 
inadequate to llie demand for education ; and in consequence 
of tlie necessity for providing iustmcllon for the oUspring of 
tlie poor, the Free School Society was eatiiblishcd on the a 1st 
December, 17S9, and its managemetil placed in the hands of a 
Patron (the Govcrtior-Gcneral), the Select V'estry and a few 
other governors. Or the 14th April, [doo, the CiKarity Schonl 
and Free School Society amalgamated, and the Free School 
iostitulion was the result,—a school which may be consider^ 
Bs the parent of all educational and benevolent institutions in 

this land. 

The Baptist Missionaries early observed that in Calcutta, 
the children of many persons bearing the Christian name, 
were totally debarred hy poverty from obtaining any proper 
education whatever, and were in a stale of ignorance, if 
possible, greater than that of their Hindoo nod Musulman 
oeighboura. A piece of ground was purchased and a school 
hou.se erected in the Bow Baaar. This institution w'as called 
the “ Benevolent Institution." Although the primary object 
of the institulton was the instruction of destitute Christinn 
childrei), it was soon found necessary to extend its advantages 
to every class; and the children of Europeans, Portuguese, 
Armenians, Mugs, Chinese, Hindoos, Musulmaas, natives of 
Sumatra, Mozambique and Abj-ssinla were received. So great 
was the encourageraent given to the institalion, that a school for 
girb was added, and within two years after the commence menl. 
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aliOX'e three huhtirec] boys and n liuntired girls were aUmiUed 
to the beneUts of the sebool. The above InsUtutiDti was 
founded in 1819. 

FORT WILLIAM COLLEGE. 

The scheme of the CalcutLa College was conceived in 
w isdocD, admirably calculated to awaken the energies of the 
young servants of the Company, who were to diffuse the 
blessings of British rule over the vast and populous provinces 
of Hiodostan, and to imbue thdr minds ivitfi sound and 
extensive knowledge, as well in the languages of the pcopltr 
they were to govern, as in the laws they were called to 
ndtnioLster. To the accomplished statesman and gilted scholar 
tire Marquis Wellesley was India indebted for the establishment 
of that college. Under no administration of our Indian aflairs 
was so much done for the encouragemeot of oiiealal learoing 
among the servants of the state, or for its general diffusion by 
the puhticatiun nf valuable works, as during the rule of that 
great nij^. An assemblage of the ablest professons and 
teachers m every branch of instruction that was to be imparted, 
gave life and energy to the system. 

The College of Fort WiIlianj was instituted an ibe j8th 

August, 1800, and the first ofEcera of the insUtntion were a* 
iolloivs: 

David Ptovostt 

Rcvs Claudiuj Buchaisao, a, b,, Vic^ Provost. 

J^rif/irss0rsAIfs, 

Arabic Language and Mahomedan Law, Lieutenant John 
BaiJlic. 

Persian LiEgnagc f V^^lli^jn Kirk- 

and Literature. Frands GJadwiiip and Ncil 

V Beaj, Edfflgnzftoner Esq. 

Hinduatanee Language ... John Gilchrist, Esq. 

Regnmions and Uws, &c. , . Geo, fiilaro Eatbw. Esq. 

Greek, Latiu and English classics, Rtv. Claudius Btn-hanaa. 
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The names of Colcbroolte, Gladwin, Haritigton, Gilcbmi, 
Edmoniitone, Baillie, Lorkett, Liimsden, Hunter, Buchanatii 
CttTcy aod Barlow, all of whore in variems branches of toition, 
discharged the duties of professors, wilT vouch the excellence 
of the instruction impartecl, and the advantages enjoyed by the 
stodents in that establishment, which, notwithstanding it has 
ceased to exist, yet continaes its hencficial inRuenqe by the 
many standard works of easlom litcratnre and educadon which 
issued lonoerly under its patronage from the press, and by 
the important services rendered by those who had been trained 
within its walls. 

Lectures commenced to be delivered at the College of 
Fort William on the 24tli November, iSoo, in the Arabic, 
Persian and Ellndostnnec languages. The Public Library in 
conneclion with the college W'as also founded at the same time. 

On the 6th Fehmary, tRoa, the anniversary of the 
commencement of the first term of the College of Fort William, 
the distribution of prises and honorary rewards, adjudged at tJic 
seciind exami nation of iSoi, took place at tlw college. The 
Nonlile the Acting Visitor, in the absence of the Most Noble 
the Patron and Founder of the College, then in a distant 
quarter of the British Empire in tndia, addressed the 
stndcnts on the ocicaston, and disitribuled the rewards. "The 
disputations'' were the following;—(t) An academical institution 
in India is advantageous to the Natives and the British nation, 
(a) The Asiatics are capable of as high a drgree of erviliration 
os Ewropcaiws ; and (3) The Hindostanee language is the roost 
genecjiily useful in India. 

The Government ott tlie £lli Fehniary, tSi2. resolved 
that a reward of 5000 Rupees be gi%'cn to such of the 
Company's Civil servatiis. as might after leaving the College of 
Fort Wiiliam, attain a certain degree of proheirucy in the Arabic 
and Sanscrit languages; this offer was, however, withdrawn in a 
letter from the Coiirl of Uin-ctora, dated JJmd July, 1814, .ind 
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on the ^eth May, 1815, in i!if stead of pectinlaiy rewards it was 
rtiinlved to bostow a D^gr^r {[/ H^n&r an any of the civil 
sert'ants, who shonid. alter karing the College of Fort William^ 
attain high prohcjency in riUier of tliose languages. 

The college wa* aholLsbcd in and the Writers’ Buildings 
no lunger used for Hie residence of the jauug writers on their 
arrival in Calcutta, A Baving of 1^70,000 per annum was 
thus effected. The young civilisiiis were henceforth sent at once 
to Llkcir apposnlird stations, w^here moonshces were provided for 
instructing tliem In the tiaJiye langimgcs. 

MISSION SCHOOLS. 

The first school estabtislsed by the clci^- for the children of 
indigent Christians mis that hy the Rev. Mr, Kiemander, an 
the premises of tJie Old or Mission Church on the ist Decemberj 
T75S ; here some ddidren wenr wholly maintaiped, wfiile others 
were only educated 

The firsi missionary school was founded in Dinagepcire^ by 
Dr, Carey^ in 1794; the number ol sdiolars in about three years 
was forty. A number of schoqlB io that district and utliers 
adjacent^ were subfiequenily rounded and maimained for Uventy 
or thirty year?. By i 3 17, a hundred and fifteen ^lOota were 
formed by the Baptist ftdssionaiies^ of Seram pore, the greater 
part of which were within tldrty uiDef nf Calcutta, and at tvhich 
above ten thous^tid schDlars were instructed 

Bbihop'B College was founded in 1820, by the fneorpo rated 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Paris 
the instance of Bishup Middleton; its object was to train uaHvit 
Christians* for mission w ark. 

Through the exertions of Bishop Middleton, the boy’s 
school connected with St. Jainca' Church w as estabtiBbud in the 
year iSaj, under the auspices, of the Committee of the Society 
for pronmting Cbrislian Knowledge and contiiiucs to tld-a day*^ 
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unttcf their direction. The girls' school was established in 1830, 
under the patronage of t-idy Ucittiath, 

The Church Missionary school was established in 1829, far 
the educniion of indigent Hindoo children. 

In the Goveminent Oaaette of ayth julyf 1829, we see the 
prospectus of a proposed “ College" in Calcutta), for the educft^ 
tion of Christian youth) aud in connection with the Church of 
England. 

The year tSat was remarkable for the exertions of the 
Ladiet’ Society for .Native Female Educalion in Calcutta and tt* 
vidnity. Mias Cooke^ better known as Mrs. Wilson, arrived in 
that year and commenced her devoted labors. 

The Central Schrxtl, of which the foundatipn laid in 
May rSad, was the following year completed, and Mrs. Wilscn, 
the pioneer of leniale education among the natives, took charge 
of it She had before this collected about 600 scholars at the 
diflerent schools in Calcutta, 

In the year 1830, the General Assembly’s Tnatitution wk 
esublished by Dr. Dufl, for the education of natives; and in 
1837, the bnilding W'hich adams the cast side of Comwallia 
square was IlnishetL The success of this institution has been 
unprecedented, it gave a tore to native education. 

in the year 1843, the great sepamtion took place in the 
Church of Scotland, and Dr, Duf and hi* coUea^ left the 
premises of the General Assembly'* Institution, and immediately 
established the Free Church fnstittition* in N'cemtoUah, which U 
conducted on the snim; principles, and has been attended with 
the same success as the General Assembly's Institution, 

*Tlw Scrampore College was founded in tBiB. This 
institution was for the education of Asiatic Christian and other 
yDulti. 

Of Mrs. Wilson’s Native Orphan School in 1837, the 
Hon’ble Mis* Eden thus writes^" She has collected 160of 
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.ihcu cMldrcn ; may cif them bit their parents in the [amine 
some years ago; many arc descried ctildren- She showed me 
one IiLIJe tet lonip^ about five years oldi that was picked up at 
three months old, just as tw^o dogs had begun to eat it; the 
mother was starving^ and had expossed it on the river side- 
She brings the diildren up as ChrUthms, and marries them to 
native converts when they are 15 years olcL^^ 

GOVG&NtlEr^T colleges. 

By the Act of 53Td Geo. illp cap. 155, the East Indb 
Company was empowdered to appropriate tinder certain condi¬ 
tions from tite temtorial revenue^ the sum of a iakh of rupees 
annnaEty *^ lo the revivaJ and improvement of literature and the 
encouragement of the learned natives of India, and for the 
introduction the promotion of a knowledge of the seteoces among 
the inhabitants of the British territories in India^' It does not 
appear, however, that the Government wras enabled to act wUh 
special reference tq this permbsion until several years later; 
nevertheless the encouragement of learning, though not 
systematically pursued, had not been disregarded even long 
before the enactment above quoted was pa^<;ed. Mr. Hastings 
founded the Madris^p or hfahomedan College in Calcutta in 
the year 1780, and in 1794 at the recommendation of Mr, 
Duncattp a colTege was endowed at Benares for the cultivation 
of Hindoo literature. But tn the year 1811^ the decay of 
science and literature among the natives of fudiat became 
the subject of the peculiar consideration of the Government, 
and it was then resolved to found two new Hindoo colleges in 
the districts of Nuddeah and Tirhool, for the expenses of 
which It was designed to allot the annual sum of 35,000 rupees. 
Various dtiliculties, how eveti having obstructed the eaccution of 
this intention, it ultimately abandoned, and a different plan 
adopted. The Government came to the deletmination of 
lorming a collegiate eatahlishment at the Pfcsidem^. 
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A Hindoo College^ under the designation of ifit: Govern* 
ment SauMciit College^ wils the auttome of this resolution. It 
was founded on a footing simUitr to that alroadj estshlisbed at 
Benares; a sqm of agvoqo rupees [afterwards increased ta 
30^000) was to be annwally granted for the supoirt of Uie iastitii^ 
tiorij and the superintendence of it was to be vested in a 
cofninittee to be named by the Government. A sutd of about a 
lakh and twenty thousand rupees was alloLted by GovernMcnt 
for the cost of bniJ dings and the purchase of ground The spot 
chosen was in an extensive square then lately formeti in a 
central part of the dtyi and the first stone of the cdilice was 
laid on the 25th of February, rE2ip with oiasonic honotS- 

The Madrissa or old Mahomedan College, for the study of 
the Ambit: and Persian languages and of Mohamedan law^ owes 
its origin lo Mr- Hastings, who in the year zjHar provided a 
birUding at his own expense, and at whose recommendadon die 
Goveminerit assigned lands of the Cjlirnated value of ag^ooa 
rupees per annum lor llie support of the institution^ The object 
of I lie founder to produce from thk scminarj^ qualified 
officers for die cgurtB of justice never attained to the extent 
of his expectations. 

The building occupied by the Madrissa having fallen out of 
repair, and being located in an unhealthy spot^ it was resolved 
to construct a building in a more suitable situatioit. A sum 
of nearly a lakh and a-half was given for the erectioo of an 
edifice very siinilar in plan to that of the Sanscrit College^ on x 
she in a quarter of the toim called Colinga. The foundation 
stouc of the new structure was kid on the i5tb July 1824^ witli 
the usual ceremonies of Free Masonry, 

[11 Calcutta Mr, Sberburn established a school, which claims 
for Its children some cUstingiitshed men, among whom the kte 
Babu Dwarkunalh Tagore and the Hon*hie Rajah RomanaLb 
Tagore may be mentioned. It was then cvidetil that the Hindus 
had commeiiced shaking ofl ihdi fndji religbut prcjudic* 
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SkgruiisL English cdut^ation, and manifested an imgcrness to- 
receive iUj bmiefits, when communicated in accordance with 
those prindpU^s of rcasoBi discredon and good faiths which the 
Government amformly promulgated. 

fn the year 1815. soon after the renew al of the Company's 
charter^ a few friends, among whom was Mr. Hare, met togt ther 
in Rammohun Roy's houses and the comrersatioti turned on the 
most fitting means for the destruction of superstition and the 
elevation of the native mind amd chararter, V^ous proposals 
were made, hut Mr. Hare went to work pnLctEcally^ and drew upr 
a curular Far the institutinn of the rlindoo CdTlege, or as it waif 
at first calTed "‘The Mahavidrafya" or great seat of learning: 
He had Use cordial and able assistance i>f Sir Edward Hyde 
East, then Chief Justice. PubKc meetings were held, and a: 
committee was formed la cany out the idea. On the 3oih 
January, iSi 7, the school w'as opened in a house in Chitporu- 
Road, hired for the purpose. Be^veeii this and iSaj, ftie schoof 
was moved from house to house, and Jt? suppoiters hegau to fall 
off. Mr Hare alone stood firm; but even he al last saw Ji& 
other means of averting the dispolutiDn of the schemei than an- 
appeal to Gavernment to comt fonvard to the rcsoie. IL hart 
atrp^dy been reiolvcd to estabtkh a Sanscrit College in iBsi, 
and when the question of a building for tht; new institution catue^ 
to be entertained by the Government in 18^3, happily br the 
Hindoo College, ti w^as agreed to locale them both lindtf the 
same ruofi 

The Hindoo College was esfeiblished as before reirrarhed in 
1B21* The object of the institution, as desrribed in the printed 
rules published in rSiSTi was to ** instruct the sons of the Hindoos 
in the European and Asiatic languages and scjences/" TJmugb 
U was proposed to teach English, Persian and Sanscrit and 
Bengali, yet the first place in importance w-as assigned to 
English. In troth the college was founded for the purpose of 
aupplying the growing demand for Engli&h education^ Sanscrit 
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was discQDitnncd at an earlj" periud. The pETsiafl das* W'as 
aballalicd in 1841, Tlie only Igjiguagcs which have since bqctt 
taught are English and IScngaJi. 

Tlie educatinn of the females of India also came under 
consideration. In iS-» Mr. Belhone, Uiea PresidenL^ of the 
Counern of Education, foutnJed a school for the especial inslroc- 
tion of the female cliildreft of native# of wealth and rank. And 
hy means of funds bequeathed by him at his death, which 
occurred in 1S51, and bstitution was erected in Comwalli#^ 
square for the purpose. Tlie iJclUuJie Native Female School 
was opened on the 7^h May, 1849' 

Several other minor ioatitutionB Irave been started, as the 
Onentnl Seminary, the Indian Free School, the Indinn Academy* 
Seals' Free College, the Patriotic College, and oilier#. ITiey 
were the offspring of teamed and philanthropic hodi« of naiive 
gentlemen, and have done much gpod. Same of the above have 
passed away, but many atill c^ist, and olhera Imve taken the 
place ol those Institutions whicb have gone. 

In 1855, the Hindoo College was recognised and iransfoniitd 
into the Presidency College, In acconiimM with the spirit of tlie 
despatch of Sir aiarl« Wood, and the decided opioion of Lord 
Dalhousie, wlio deprecated its coaslitutioo as the misecndy 
associadon of a coUegiata with a dame's school. Chairs for 

moral and mental philosophy, logic, nalund history, astronomy, 

natural philosophy, and geology were establtalicd, A separate 
department lor the study of jurisprudenec and law was ako 
organised, and has proved most popular. A depanment of civil 
engineering was also eatablislicd on tlw abolitioft of the Civil 
Engineering College. 

In 1857, the Cakulta Univefsity was cstahliBhed on the 
model of the Unlvetsity of London, and was incorpofateil by 
Act !J of that year. 
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Kditcatian iieems to ha^e already made ^neat progress 
pjnong the nalives in Calcutta^ some of the Kchiist of the 
Hindoo community having set ap schools for the instnictLan of 
native youth in the Elnglish language^ Thcane were in February 
under the control of the School Soefetj about 2000 pupiLa 
attending the different schoola. The minds ot the niost 
respectable membe [3 of the native couiniimity seemed to have 
become fully alive to the importance of intelk-ctual improvement, 
and individuals of distingukhed rank, afilnetice and attainments, 
readily afforded their countenance to the sdieEne of educalion>. 

A school was built by Lord Auckland at Barrackpore in 
i8j7 for native cbildreo. 


SCHOOL SOCIETY, 

The Calcutta School Society was instituted on the rst 
September, i8iS, for the purpose of ‘'assisting and Improvicg 
Misting inirtittitions, and preparing select pupils ol distinguished 
talents by supeKor instruction before becoming teachers and 
inatmetors. * it established two regular or, as they were termed, 
normal schools, rather to improve by serving as mondets than 
to auperwde the existing institutions of the country. They 
were designed to educate children of parents unable to pay for 
their instruction. Both the Tuntuncah and the Champatoliab 
■choots were attended with remarkable success, Tlic farmer 
vras situated In Cornwallis Street, nearly opposite the temple of 
Kalce, nnd consisted of a Bengali and Eoglisb department. 
The latter was held in the house afterwards occupied by Babu 
Bhoobun Mohiin Miiter's school, and which was entirely an 
^gl»h school. Tile two schools were amalgamated at the end 

of t«J4, The amalgamated school was known as David Hare's 
School 


EDtiCATJON JH the tH>PER Pfip VINCES. 

Until of late years the progress of edocaUon In upper 
India, under the auspices of the several local governments, bad 
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been [Anguid and iq-tonsidcrable^ Jt received it? great 
impiilse, as a gememl sj stem^ from the hand of the late Air. 
Tliowmson, who obUined permis^itm to establish a gnveriiment 
school in eveJ7 tclisildarce witliin eight districts in HindostoiL. 
The measure avus attended wilJi such signal success, that in 1IJ5J 
the Government of India directed that the system of vcmacuEar 
education should be extended to the whole of the iNorth^ 
Western Provinces, the Punjab, and in Bombay and Madias. 

The Futtehgurh Orphnn Asylum owes its origin to the 
CaJamhous effects of the famine of i£37-3§, when hundreds of 
poortbildren, bereft of parents and left destitute of support, were 
rescued froin want and misery by the exertions of a generous 
and humane ofBcer, and located In a separate dwelitng, where 
they received all the nurture and attention which tlie most 
affeettonate solicitude couid suggest. In October 1S38, a similar 
institution at Futtchpore—formed wimukaneously with the one at 
Futtchgurhj was broken up. The orphans were then divided— 
some were rent to the Church missionaries at Benares, and 
forty-eight were made over to the Rev. Mr, \mson, who brought 
them on to Futtehgurh^ whore the number was increased to 95, 
With a view to render the in^itution a selFsupporting one, the 
missionaries, in 1839^ introduced the manidacture of carpets, 
such as are made at Minapore, and it is extromefy gratifying 
to team that so great was the patronage which the indus¬ 
trious' orphans met with, that their sources in this depaii- 
ment of their industry were ‘‘not equal to the demand" 
To this they added the business of tent-making in 1S44—- 
chiefly to secure employment and maintenance for the rising 
colony of married orphans." From 1844 to the dose of 1846, 
tent* to the comparatively enormous valac of Rg. were 

fumisked to the Indian public by the asylum* 

During the btter part of the year 1856, the subject of 
native female education began to be practically carried out in 
the /\gTa and Muttra districts, by ihe establJshfnenl of several 
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schools in those districts. And from the sticccss which 
attended these efforts it was soon erident that among the more 
respectable of the Hindoos the objection to sending theii^ 
female children to a school presided over by a teacher of their 
own sdection^ was gradually removed- 

In June ^56 fourteen sclu>ol* were c^blifihed m Agra, 
conUining ^07 girls. In AuguM and September 3a more 
female schools were establiphed in the Agra district, llrcy 
contained Gl a Hindoo and 15 Mussulman pupils, belonging to 
the most nespedable classes of^ the nadve community* lo 
September 53 more female schools were establbhed in the Agm 
distnet. The attendance at these in^iiutions was of 

whom seven were Mussulman and the tcoiftinder Hindoos. In 
October of the same year three schools were established in 
lillah .Muttra^ containing 50 pupils^ 19 of whom w^ere of the 
Bramin and aS of tlie Buntah caste. In the following month 
more Schools were started; they contained 31 Hindoo pupils. 
During the lost quarter of 1836 three female schools were 
csUbtiihed in the Mynpoorie dUtrict* The largest of these 
institultous contained 32 girls, all the daughters ol respectable 
Mahomedans. Tlje other two W'ere attended by Hindoo girk 
only. 
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sciertific and other associations. 


BETHUNE SOCIETY. 

The Bethtine Society was cstabliBhed oo the nth Decem- 
'bcPi iSsti to promote aiootig the educated natives of Bengal a 
taste for literaiy and sdentaltc pursuits, and to encourage a 
freer ihtclIectuaJ intercourse than can be accomplished by other 
jaeans in the existing state of native sodety. The meetings of 
the sociefy are held monthly during the cold aeasoo at the 
Theatre of the Medical College, at which discouiscs of literary, 
sdentihe, or social subjects are delivered. 

ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL. 

Tire Asiatic Society of Bengal wae founded on the I5lii 
January, by the illnstrious lawyer, linguist and nalurdist, 

Sir William Jones. The Govemor-Gcnera!, Warren Hastings, 
havbg declined the offer of the chair, the founder of the sodety 
was elected its president, an office which he continui^ to fill 
for upwards of ten years. The aims of the infant sodety were 
humble enough. \Veefcly evening meetings Were held in the 
grand jury room for the perusal and discusaion of papers on 
the history, antiquities, aria, sdcncc and literature of Asia, and 
a selection of these papers was from time to time published a* 
the AsUtic RrseartkfS. These meedngs were afterwards held 
monthly, and then once every three months. 

Henry Thomas Colcbrookc was elected president in i8q 6, 
and again the sodety exhibited symptoms of life and youthful 
vigor. The Court of Directors encouraged the society by a 
grant of Rs- 300 per mensem; and two years later subscriptiiins 

53 
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were to the a-maunL of Tis. 24,000, with n'hiL’h Ihc 

society’s p^t^scnt house wiis erected, the site having hcM'it 
granted by Government tti >§05. It bad previously been used 
as a man«^- In iSt4 the society determined on Lhi; fontiation 
of a museum ” for (lie reception of all arliclns Lluit may tend to 
illustrate oriental manticrs and history, or to elucidate the 
peculiarities of nature or art in the East." 

Id i8ag, Captain Herbert commenced the pubVicalion of a 
monthly jjcriodical entitled Gltanittjfx in Jirifufiv chiefly intended 
to contain ' extracts from Eotupcan ncientiRc literature, with 
such original p,apcra 33 might be forthcoming. The project was 
thoroughly successful. James Prin&ep succeeded Captain Heibcrl 
as editor, and on the 7th March, the name of the publica. 

tion wi's changed to dial oF jiurnal of the Asiatic Saciefy of 
Bengalt nnd was edited by the secretary of the society,. Uij 
Mr. Heniy Prinsep’s return to Europe in 1838, it was Iransfemrd 
to Ilia successor, Mr. Henry Torrens, on whose resignation in 
1S4J it was adopted by the society as its own publication. 

The museum liad in the mean time attained such vast 
proportions that it was found necessary to ajipiunt a pntd 
curator in 1S35, and a grant was obtained from Govemnicnt of 
-200 rupees a month to its support. 

in January 1841, the Government determined to fotmd in 
Calcutta a Museum of Economic Geology of Tndia," by the 
aid of which it was expected important discovciics would he 
made relative to the mining and agricultural wealth of tlic 
country. The first specimens of coal and ores from England 
WHfr placed in the sodety’s rooms, and a curator was appointed 
to this department. The museum remained and grew in the 
society’s custody for fifteen years. At length in July iSsfi. 
the Govcnitnert resolved to remove h, and to establwh an 
inikpendeat geological museum, theoretical as welt as practical, 
in connection with tlic GeologteU Survey. At the same time 
the Mxmty was twpmsled to Ltafliikr its own geological and 
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palrantologicil colleclions lo Uie nt« museum. The society 
Tefased to give up their eoll<^ctiafls, and a tong ctunespoodcnce 
ensued which ended in the whole of the papers on the subject 
being transmitted to tlic SecrelaTy of Slate. The result was 
that in i86j, the Government dL*clared itself prepared to pury 
oui the project oI an Imperial Hfuseum “ for the collection and 
exhibition of spedinens of natural history in all its branches, and 
of other objects of interest, phy^cal, economical, and historical.’' 
The transfer of the society’s col lections then took place. 

Tfic soacty continues to work well and iU labors are still 
as useful as ever, but it is beyond the scope of this work to 
notice Uicnt Further, Indeed lliat wc might complete a history 
ol the society we have alr«m 4 y gone beyond the time 
when the reign of John Company ceased. 

ACRtCtJLTURAL ANU HORTICfLTUftAL SOCIETY- 

The i\gricultural and Horticultural Society vi-as founded on 
tlic i4lh September, 1830, by the eminent Baptist hlissionarj. 
Dr. Carey. Commencing by small degrees, it has gradually 
liecn extending its operations—and now numbers upW'nrrls ot 
500 members resident in various parts of the country, from the 
Punjab to the Madras and Bombay Pnrsideneics. Its moms in 
the Metcalfe Hall* contaio a small museum abounding in 
si>ccimen5 of woods, oils, dyeing and tanning substances, 
besides other rate productions ot Uie country. There is also a 
library wliich, though not large, embraces many valuable works 
of a character most useful alike to the new comer and the older 
resident, who may be in pursuit of knowledge connected with 
the teeming tidies of tlds vast enipirie. In the large hall or 
ratmting-room, there are busts of Dr. Carey, the foimdcr, of 
Dwarkananth Tagore, and of Dr, Wallich, for many years the 
Superintendent of the Royal Botanic Garden, a vicc^presideol, 
atid most jealous member of the society. 

* TIu* Sot'Mtj'i OSiev remdrDd U) At1|we « iht tiisotEnt di Ilia nc* 
fmifcri^l Ubiajy. 
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MJSCeu^ANEOUS, 

The Ciilcutta Medical and Physical Society was instituted 
in March 1823. Dr, James Hare was the first president and 
Dr, Adam, secretary. The society's foirmal published 
For many years under the editorship of Drs. Grant, Corbyn and 
others. 

The Bombay Utcrary Society, was fotinded by Sir James 
MadcintosH in 1804. 

The Literary Socie^ of Madras owed its origin to the 
ncftions of Sir John Newbolt and ^Fr, B. C Babington. 

There was a " Phrenological Society" in Calcutta b 182 J. 
It was established in March of that year, and hod for its 
praident Dr, Clarke Abel, and Dr, J. Grant afr vice. The 
object of this society was " to investigate phrenology by means 
of meetings at which phrenological discussions may take 
place, and communicab'ons 6e made, and by the collection of 
phrenological works, skulls, casts. &c-, and cvciy Lind of 
phrenological document and illustration." 

VVe have accounts of a Free Masons’ Udge In Calcutta as 
early as 1744, In 1789 they gave at the Old Court House a 
ball and supper to the members of the Company's Service in 
Calcutta. They scftm to have had a local habitation and a 
name in tie city from tie days of Charoock. 

On St, John's day. iStx, the members of llw Masonic 
Lodges of Calcutta and Fort William, accompanied by a 
number of other brethren not attached to any lodge at the 
President)', assembled at Moore’s Rooms, whence they moved 
in processbn to St, John's Church, preceded by the band of 
H. M s 24th Regiment On their arrivaJ at the church aa 
^ellcut sermon, to the occteion, was preaclicd by the 

Rev. Mr, Ward. This is the first notice we have seen of such a 
procession. It shows that the Ma.flonit Iralcmity were becoming 
a large and mllucatial body in Calcutta and other parts of ludb- 
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There were three Lodges of Freeittaaons in CoJcotta^ ’whicJi 
walked in procc&sion cm St- John*^s Day^ in iSir^^ to St+ John’s 
Church—^the "Star In the EaaL'* " True Friendship/’and the 
Marine Lodge." The text chosen hy tlie Rev. Mr. Ward 
—" For ive have seen Che Star in tha Eaatr and liavc come to 
worship him/' 

From the order of procession on the f>craB]d£i ol the 
celebration of the anniversary oi St. Andrew, in 1^15, we Icafn 
what masonic lodges then existed in Cakutta. TTiey were (i) 
Lodge Courage with Humanity; (a) Aurora Lodge; (j) QrierLlaJ 
Star; (4) Moira Lodge ; £g) Marine Lodge; (6) Humilitj with 
Fortitude ; (7) True Friendship ; £8) ladustij and Peraeverance ; 
and (9J The Grand Lodge- 

The above procession assembted at Moore's Rooms and 
thenci: waliccd to the site of the pto-posed ttew chorch of Sl 
iVnJrew, near the Writer's Bnildingi^ on the joth Novemberi 
18jg. Tlie foundation stone of which dMirdi waa laid by Mr* 
A. Leton. 

The Masonic Lodges in Calcutta in 1819 wert!—(1) Courage 
vrttlL Humanity; £2} Aurora Lodge; £3) Moira Lodge; {4) 
Marino Lodge; (5) Humility with FortitUife; (6) True Friends 
ship; (7) Industry and Perseverance; £SJ Star in the East; and 
(9) Provincial Grand LodgeF 

A proposal for the establishment of the Calcutta Bethel 
Union Society was made in September 1823, The object of 
the society was the benefit of seafaring men visiting the port ol 
CaJentta. A pLnnace was purchased and lilted up for divine 
service on Sabbaths^ 

The building of a Public Exchange'^ w-as proposed in 17S4 
for the town of Calcutta by Mr* Watls^ in the following 
advertisement:—Merchants and gentlemen of Bengali wha 
may be inclined to encourage so uieful a plan as the building a 
public edifice of Exchange! fhe Town of Calcutta, are 
rcijtiustcd to honour Mr WatU with theii names and opinion. 
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A plan and elcvatipn of the fftnicturc mtcndedi maybe seen at 
the A|jeoc5' Office^ 

**N. —^Mr. Waits professes IndL'pcnciencse hy Labour. He 

ha.s no conneetion whatever with other persons or other plans 
{if any there be) of a similar kind; and as lie has not been 
honuumd With anjf TOmnmnicatiOfSSj getillerriEin cannot complnio 
of inddehty. SnbscriptiDna arc optJoiiaf. ff the present should 
DDt filL the building will stiU be erectetL Its neceaaity in Llicse 
liinEB is evident, and the utUity in a commerdat town speaks 
for Itself/^ 

Another proposal was made in May 1817, by the merchafitjs 
tn Calcuttap to build a Public Eschaiige “such as other 
cornmfircial cities are provided wit hr and which the progrnsaive 
enlargement of the trade of this port seems to render daily 
more requisite/' And an application was made to Government 
for permission to erect the biJIding upon the vacant spot of 
ground between the Honorable Company's present BankshaJl 
and llic river, as that situation would afford a combination of 
advantages not to be found dsewhere/'^ Governmcol readily 
acceded to the request. 

[n January iSi4^ was established at Madras *Hhe Highland 
Society of Madias/' a branch of the Highland Society at home. 
Tiie objects of the society are thus stated—f ij The resLonuion 
of the Highland dre^s; {2) Tho preservation of the ancient 
tnujiic of the Highlands; (3} The promoting of the cultivation 
ol the Celtic language j (4) Tlie rescuing from oblivion the 
valuable remains ol Celtic Literature; (5J The estahlislimeiit of 
public institutionSp as Gaelic schools, a Calcdoobn Asylum for 
the cbiLdreo of Highhuid soldierSp and a Gadic chapel in 
Loadoo; (7) The keeping up the maiiial spirit, and rewTirdiog 
the gallant adiievemcnls of Highland corps; (»} The promoting 
the agrlruttunil impmveiDent and the general welfare of ihe 
noTtbem parts of the kingdom. 
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A CDrrcspandcnt of the Government Gaiette of the i5tli 
April, jSjp, sayfl—“ Caloitto is likely lo be more di^tingubhed 
for its dubs <ban its masonic infititntlons. ^llic 7Vf7 dub is 
eicpected to suit the public taste to a Tea. Several supple- 
mentaty regulations have been adopted* and among them the most 
judidous ht that *The member who slops the table^ or spilleth 
the hot beverage in his neighbour's lapr shall forfeit two annas/ 
Another dnb has started h under the mysterious denomination of 
Obscure^ and as the Lunatics meet at the full of the moon^ it is 
probable that the Obscures wlU meet at the skangCi contented to 
femaia in a sort of eclipse/^ 


I 




CHAPTER XXIIK 


benkvolemt and retiring funds. 


LORD FUND. 

JAFFIRR Ally Kliaup Nawsb of Afoorsheilabadp havings 
at bis deaths bequeathed fiee lakhs of rupees to the first Lord 
Clive, bis Lordship transferred the legacy to tbe East ludbi 
Company for the purpose of establishJog a fund for gnmtiog 
peosJons to European coirimbsioned and warrant officers and 
soldiers, superaanuated or worn out in the sendee of the 
Company, and to their widows. The Court of Directoris 
engaged to allow in perpetuity, ioterest on tli^ above sum, at 
the rate of eight per cent,, and to be trustees of the fund. 
The Navi^ab Syfoo-Dowlah subsequently presented a donation 
of three lakhs of rupees, which was received by tbe Court on 
the same terms, and an accotnutation of interest due by it 
being added, the resources of the fund, at the period of its 
be mg regularly fanned and brought into operation on the 6tli 
April, 177^1 were about ten lakhs of rupees. The rates of 
pension were—^per annum for Colonel jCiaS-a-^; Lieutenant 
Colonel [82-10-01 Major £136-1I Captain, Surgeon and 
Commissary £91-5*0; Lieutenant, Assistant Surgeon and 
Deputy Caminbsary £+5-12-6; Ensign £36-10-0; Conductor 
of Ordnance £36-11x1. Their widows one half of the above, 
to continue during their widowhood. Sergeants of Artillciy 
rereived a pension of ninepmee a day, or one shilling if they 
had lost a limb; privates received sbtpcnce, and nioepence if 
deprived of a limb. All other non-commissioned olScers and 
privates received fourpcuce three farthings a day. 
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MARINE PENSION roND. 

So far tuick as the yt^ar 17831 previous to tbe new 
organization oI the Pilot scnkCi the Gcvernincnt was in the 
practice of grarLting penaions to disabled or superannoated 
unrinters and ED their widows and familiesp from a fund, arising 
from certain collections appropriated for its support, to which 
also the inenibers of the Pdot service contributed a portion 
of their earnings. When the service was placed an filed 
iUlowances, these contributions ceased, and the disbursements 
bn the part of the Government in excess of the proceeds of 
the allotted funds, amounting to a considerable suitt^ which was 
annnalty jncreasing, the Government signified their resolutioit 
to grant ^ further pensjons to the widows and ramilies of 
members of the Pilot service. These latter were al the same 
time invited to contribute an adeijuale portion of theic 
^owances, towards defraj-ing the expense in question, under 
an arrangement for that purpose to the adopted by Govern me nL 
The members oF the Pilot ftervice at once engaged to contribute 
to a liberal citent^ and a new scheme of pensions was formed 
from Lheae combined sources. The service contributed as 
follows:—Branch Pilot 40 rupees j a tnaster 20 rupees; ist 
mate 10 rupees, and and mate or volunteer 4 . rupees monthTy. 
Their widows receiving 100, 3 *^ ^5 a hiopelIi 

respectively, and orphan boys la and girls T4 up to ten jcaj^ 
and 20 rupees monthly up to ai years of age or till married^ 

CHARITABLE FUNd FOR THE RELIEF OF DISTRESSED 
EUROPEANS AND OTHERS. 

At a meeting of the Select Vestry of St. John's^ on the 
2 Gtb June, iSoOi it was resoLved that a perrnanent fund should 
be Formed for the relief of dustressed Europeans and others, out 
oE the collections made in the church, on the three festivals of 
Christinas, Eaatcraod \Miitsuntidc. Relief began at ooce to 
be afforded, but in r8o& it was Found that these colkctiDns by 
themselves were not suffideiit to meet the deinanda for tdieF, 
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In UkAt year the GoV'emmeuli to the help of the fundj in 

the form of a monthty donation of Soo rupees. 

Ifk connection with this fund are other funds for 
elceracrtynarv purpose^^ arising from legacies ^^hich the testators 
devUed should be tnatiaged by the Select Vestry* These 
legai-ina are General Martinets, Mr. Weston's and Mr. John 
Banetto's^ General Martine left §o,oao mpecs^ the interest 
ol which was to be distrlbuled amoiig the poor of Calcutta. 
Mr. Charles Weston bequeathed the sum of one lakh of ruptc^p 
the lutereaE of which was to be applied to the assistance and 
relief of families and individual laboring under the pressing 
mi'^eriea oF poi'rrtyj hunger^ diseaie, or other painful misfortunes 
and distresses, for ever.^^ Mr* Barretto left 5,700 riijjees for tho 
benefit of the poor. These united charities^ comhined vvhh the 
tnoTfdily donation of GovernmentK the sacmoiental collections 
and the ample contributions made at the various churches in 
CaJeutU at Christ mas and Easterg the annual amount averaged 
about 15,000 rupees^ which enabled the Vestry to ailord relief 
to above flooo persons. 

ClVtt FfT^D. 

This fund was established on the 1st Octobefp 1804. The 
immedinLe objects of the fund are to provide for the main* 
tenance of the ividows and children of such oF the subscribers 
to it as may rrot, at their demise, leave property sufficient for 
the guhsbitencc and educatiDn of their famdieSp and also to 
assist in maintaining any o| the iubscriber^ themselves, who 
may be compelled by sick ness or infirmity to return to Europei 
for thr recovery of their healthy without an adequate pecuniary 
provLflion for their support. The Court of Director* gave an 
annual donatioin uf 3^^2500 towards the funds of the tnstttu-^ 
tjon. The contributions payable by members were ten rupees a 
month for rvery thousand rupees received as to salar)\ up to 
4000 rupees; over ihat amount the contribution was 50 rupees 
a month- The pension to the witidow h ^od rupees a montli if 
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gftc remain In Indb, or £300 p^r ^nnum if sh^ residr in 
Europe, Children receive froni 30 to 50 rupees a month as 
they advance in ag^c, for their maintenatict and eduEtatiaHj or 
from £ 30 to Sd per annum in Europe^ 

QUEEN'S WIEJTARV WIDOWS' FUND* 

Towards the end of the year iSfS, the outline of plan 
was oFBcially circulated by order of the Marquis Hastings^ then 
CommaTider-in-Cbief in Indian to the officers of the King^s 
regiments tn thiii country for ^ the formatiDn of a General 
Atilitary Fund for tile purpose of seiidiiig home to cocnfort anrf 
respectability the families of deceased officers in His Majesty 
regiments serving in India, who may have been left destitute 
and ot preventing the painful and degrading practice of 
appealing to the pubLiefor subscriptions on such occasions, and 
also of providing rcliet in such cases as may require it^ until 
they can be convenicnily sent home/^ The details of the plan 
having been arranged the fund was cftablished In and its 

provisions came into immediate opemLion. In tSaj, the 
Government added an annual donation of 6000 rupees to its 
fund?. Every officer in the service has to contribute a smalt 
monthly inm towards the support of the fund. The widow of 
every ofTicer b entitled to draw maintenance allowance previous 
to embarkationf passage money tor herself and children^ and 
travelling eapciiEca for herself and children after her arrivah 
from any part of the United Kingdom to the place where she 
may wish to reside- Alter this relieli all further asBLsicin.ee 
from the fund ceases- 

BENGAL MrLITARV WIDOWS^ FUND* 

The Bengal Military Widows’ Fund* which was established 
on the 5th Augiistp 1803, poblighed a statement of its position in 
March lAoB, from which it would appear that the fond wa^ 
already in a proaperous mnditloit. The number of widows 
maintained by the fund were—in India fifteen witli penuona 
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Rs. t2p]Oo; and t!ie Govcmrarnt "had becd plras^d to sigtiiify 
their that surgcoii^ shall ht* appaiuLi^d (ram amodg th^ 

Company's servants to do duty nl the liospitalp which it has 
been resolved to establish.” In the following year the stib- 
«cripHons amotintcd la 54.000 nipeei. Of thi* Lord Cornwallis 
gave Rs. 3000, each cnember of eonncil Rs- 45^^ the 
Nawab Vtiier RSp 3000. The GovernmeDt supplemented the 
pnvale fubsenptions witb a monthly conlribuHoo of 5 oo rupees^ 
and rncdicincSj from the Company's DiipenjaTj. The 

hospitat was opened for the reception of patients on the ist 
Septemberp i7^j in a liifcd house. Promises in *Mhe open and 
airy toad of Durnimtollah" w^ere afterivards piitcliiLsed. At that 
time there were oafy three or four honses in Chat road- 

On the 16th September, four years after its establish¬ 
ment, we have an account of the openttiotis of the Native 
HoTipital during the previous year:—The nomber of house 
patients was log, out-patients 4645 out of which number 523 
had been relieved and discharged, 36 had died | and 57 remained 
under treatment 

MtSCEILLAMEOUS- 

A native ho^ital was etlablishcd at Benares ia July 181 r* 
It was liberally supported by the heads of tlic native pepukiion^ 
and loon gaiticd great popularity. In the second year of its 
eaistencep it showed a balance to credit of ov*cr S0OO rupees, 
besides value of buildings and money invested in Company's 
paper to the amount of over Rs. 14,000. 

A ” Nautical Asylum for the relief of distressed members 
(sabscribers to the institudonj their widows and children ” was 
formed on the Ijth January, 1798, and work commenced at "the 
bouse adjoining Messrs. Ord and Knox's, in Tank Square/' 
W* F. Hair was the first secretary* 

The Calcutta Lying-in Hospital^ Park Street, Chowringhte^ 
embliahed under the auspices of the Right Honlrle the 
Countess of Loudoun and Moira, was opened for reception of 
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patients on the lath June, 1814. Applications for adfntssioD to 
be made to Messrs. Cheese or Luimoore, Fort WiULajn. 

The practice of Tacclne inoculatior was introduced into 
Bengal towards the end of the year [802. by the inatruracntafity 
of Dr. Anderson, of Madras. A nDtilication having been 
published in the several native languages respecting the 
advantages of the discovery, and the requisite preliminary 
enquiries and experiments been instituted, a Suptrinlendeiit 
General of Vaednatioo at the Presidency and subordinate 
vaccinators at several of the principal cities in the interior, 
were appointed. Though a good example was set by some 
pcr5onnge,s of the highrst rank, both Hindoos and Mohame- 
dans, at native courts, the progress of vaccination among the 
natives was very slow. An aversion to innovatian, combined 
with a bigotted spirit of fatalism irfluenced the oadves, and 
it was not till the Government made it compulsory that the 
people underwent the operation of inoculation. 

The principal inhabitants of Calcutta and its dependencies, 
having some time previous resolved to present Dr, Edward 
Jenner, with a testimonial of their gratitude far the beneEt 
which the settlement, in common with the rest of mankind, 
had derived from his inestimable discovery of a preventive of 
the small-pox transmitted to the doctor on the 17th May, 1S06, 
bills drawn on the Court of Directors to the amount of £3000 
sterling, and a promise of £1000 more as soon as the remainder 
of tlie subscriptions had been tealired. 

A case is reported. In the GaMiif of the iQtK 

December, t8t6, of a person born blind having received sight 
by the means of a surgical apcr,^lion, performed by Dr. 
Luxmoore, who removed a cataract vrhich was the cause of the 
btiiidiicss. 





CHAPTER XXV. 


THE HATIVE ARMY. 

The nattic sepoy ia derivedi saya Heb^Sf, ffom "sip," the 
bow and arrow, which were on^nally In almost omverad uae 
by the Dative goldiers of ladia in offensive warrare. 

Our first native regimenta were raiaod before 175^4 in the 
Idadraa Preside nr y, at the time when England and France were 
contefiding there for sapreme dominion- In those days ihe 
sepoys were few in number^ and were used ns a kind of reserve 
to the English forces in the field. By degrees^ they proved 
themselves worthy of a more promineot place on the balUe 
fields and were swo entrusted with post of danger in the front 
It is a matter of history how they fought at Madura ^ how well 
they behaved in the defence of Arcotj hoiv they crossed 
bayonets at Cuddalore with some of the best troops of France. 

After the aflair of the Black Hole at Calcutta, Cilve 
determined to raise sepoy regiments for Bengal^ and these 
■bowed at Plassey and oo other battle fields that they were ia 
DO respect iafenor to their Madras brethren. 

For a period of forty ycars^ from 1756(0 1796, the native 
army in fpdia remained as tt was when first raised. The 
English officers were but five fo number j a great deal of llie 
■nbsidiary authority being vested Jo the native oflken. In 17^6 
a change for the better was inaugurated throughout Uie 
Company's troopn. Tlie British adventurer, of soldier ot 
fortune, who had worked his way to India, no one knew bow^ 
and had taken service under the Company, because he could 
not otherwise go through the process of what was called 
shaking Uie pagoda tree, gtadually left the IndtriD army, and 
was replaced by a difi^rent dass of meo, more yr less educated 
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at homa for their Indian cireer. Cadetships in the Company's 
aervricp were looked upon as an OKcellent proidston for youdget 
B®n5. The pensbn system wa^ introduced^ oficcrs ttise in the 
service by sertbnty; the sepoy regicnents were numbered. 
Each regiment consisted of two battalions j and something Ifke 
an ts/fri£ rfe r&Fpi prevailed throughoal the service^ 

Great events from Eittle causes spring.'* A dmil aiFair 
occurred at Ancot during the celebration of the Mohurrum 
(J7pj). In those days silveramltlis were not allowed to weatf 
filippers- At the procession ol a ^'Chitty/" one man of ibn 
*^Lefl Hand Caste** made bis appearance in a pair of y^lhm 
sliffcrs. Perhaps the color made the offence still more 
sfrihag. A man of the ** right hand caste" ordered him to 
take oil the slippers^ but this be indignantly refused to do, 
adding that if he did he would place Uiem on his (the right 
hand man%) head. The insult was taken op by the whole 
country. The castes began to assemble thetr forces^ several 
skirmishes with cudgels took place^ and otie carpenter^s skull 
was fractured. They then began to colJect matchJocks, pikes^ 
Stc,fr and a serioas disturbance was the eansequence, w'herein 
several lives were lost and many received severe wounds which 
proved fatal in many cascSj—all as the result of wearing a pair 
of slippers. 

The Marquis ComwaUis issued an order^ dated the ayth 
June, t793j in the folio wing words;—No non-commissioned 
officer^ sepoy or lascar, going upon leave of absence, ts to be 
allowed to take his coal with him." 

We have another on the same dalCi with reference to 
sepoys bedng used as peons by ofTicers -—Orderly sepoys or 
lascai^ are on no account to he made use of as peons or 
harcarrahs, by attending on an officer when he goes abroad^ or 
being employed on any private business. They are allowed to 
officers tommandiftg stations, detachments and corps, and to 
public officers for th« purpose of conveying and circulating 
55 
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orders, and to be confined to tbal duly alone. Wlicn oflicers, 
(vbether stair or othenii bate occasion to go on public duty to 
the parades, or to places where they may require their orderlies, 
they may send them on or desire them to [ollow» bo as to meet 
them at any appointed place; but they are not to Jet them run 
before llieLr palatiiiwitts or hoTses, or at any time mix with their 
biintec sen'ants." 

The Governor of Madras, on the a6th May. rftgo. issued the 
follow ing singular ofrler. io referentre to the eiemplarv conduct 
fit a faithful and distiiiguuhed native officer, who died a 
prUoner at SeriogapaUm" The Right Honljlc the Governor 
m Council has deemed liimseif fortunate in discovering the 
near connexions of Commandant Sjed Ibiahtm, who have 
!mn.-fvcd tlie long captivity and death of that faithfuf, honour¬ 
able and distinguished officer. It will he in the recollection of 
the army that Syed Jbrnliioi comraandeil the Taitjorc cavaJrv in 
the year 1781, Wa.-s made prisoner during that year, was 
repeatedly invited by the late Tippoo Sultan to accept service 
in Mysore, under the most brilhant promises, and under repeau 
ed recommendation of his fellow prisoners, the British officers, 
until their release in 1784', that after the release of the British 
officers, Syed Ibrahim commandant was removed to the Fort 
of Cowly Droog, where be sufTered the hardships of a rigorous 
confmedient and unwholesome food, intended to have produced 
that acquiescence which the Sultan's Invitatioiis had failed to 
procure. His Lordship therefore expertences the most cordial 
gralilicalion in pointing out to the native troops of thU Mtablisb- 
ment. the memorable example of attachment and fortitude 
r shibited by Syed Ibrahim in resisting the carnejrt solifilaticms, 
Jn luppofting the oppressive cruelty of the late Sultan, and ia 
finally dgwa iii lift ss a sacrijste io the duties o/jjddify 

end honor In order to manifest his respect for the long 
Hitv'tcc.% thr exemplaty virtue, and the impregnable fidelity of 
Syed I brail tm, Uie Guveraor in Council is pleased to order and 
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direct tlmL the iimaynt of Ah pa^ zb coinoi^ndBrit bi cav^rrvi 
beiojr fifty-two pagodaii and twenty-onp fa-nams per moodj^ lit all 
be coDfemed as a peniion Jar life on hb ligter^ who Me bisi' 
home in tlie Carnatic tp share his mbfortijneB in captivity, and 
who vra 5 subsef|ucDtJy wounded ta the starm qf SertDgapitaLii. 
In Order also to perpetuate His Lordship's sc use of Syed's 
truth and attachment to the Company's t^e^vicep the Governor 
in CdUnci] baa ordered a toinh to be oreLted to hb memory in 
Coivly Droog, with an egtabiishment of two lamps and a faiit. 
For the service oE the tomb, according to the rites of hb 
religion/* 

By an order by the Governor io Council, dated iSth Aiiguat, 
iSogp Soobadar Saik Hossain, ist BattaJjon 6th Regiment 
Native lufaDtry^ is rewarded for his length of service and 
general good conduct* with the gift of a paUnqu|tT« ami an 
allowance of twenty st^r pagodiis per meos^oi to ruaintnjn 
this equipage in adequate style/* 

Hb Majesty^ birthday was celebrated in a very unusual 
manner by the ist Battaliau :2nd Native Infantry. While on 
their march on the Bombay coasts the commanding oBicerr 
re living thal^ if the day could not be celebrated with t 3 ie 
s^inptuous banquet or t?ie fefiUve dance, it shoald m least he 
commemorated as circumstances pertniitcdi pulled a bough 
from a treC;, stuck it in his hatj told tlie battalion the reason, 
anti invited the officers and men to do the same, halting for 
the purpose. En a moment tt was done, and the cofuinn tnaved 
on like ” Birnam wood to Dunsioanc/^ the sepays^ of their own 
accordj testjf)dng their loyalty by three hearty Tlombay 
in lieu of British cheefs. 

By an order dated j^tJi March, liljt the puntshment ol 
flogging in the native army was abolished, eicept for certain 
crimes. The order runs as rnllows —"'The Cummander-in- 
Chief is satisfied fnom the quiet and orderly habits of the 
native soldJeri^ tJiaC it ciii very leldom be necessary to inflict 
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on Iheni Lhe punishment of flc^gingr while it may be almoBL 
entirely abolished with great advantage to their character and 
(eelitigs. His Excel Irncy ts Iherclore pleased to directj that no 
native soldier shall m future^ be ientcoced to corporal punish- 
tntnit, unless for the crime of stealing, nraraudingf or gross 
insubortlination, where the individuale are deeined unworthy to 
conlitiue in the ranks of the anoy." 

A corps of Golundauae was formed on the ijlh October, 
*817, The battalion consisted of eight companies of the 
following strength:—! cofonel or lieutenant-eofonel coct- 
inindant. 1 lieutenant-colonel, i major, 5 captains, to Ueutelt* 
ants, 5 second lieutenants; and each company had 1 stibadafi 2 
jemadars, 6 havildars, 6 naiques and 70 privates, being the 
establishment aliowcd for the corps of Golundauze at Madras- 
The battalion of Golundonze of six companies, which had been 
raised the previous year, formed the basis of the new corps. 

Bengal there were two battalions of Gnolundaoie and to 
Bombay and Madras one each. 

A set of standlog orders for the NatH'e infatitry of Bengal 
was first priirtedi and copies supplied to every regiment from 
the Adjulaiit General's Office, by an order dated the ist 
September, 1828. 

The Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council directs that 
the following regulation, with reference to the substitution of 
tlic cat-of-nine-tails for the rattan, be pubfished in general 
orders by Government, with reference to the provisions of art. 
6, sec, xii, of the Articles of \V*ar for the native troops:_ 

A.n. VIII. "A Regulation for abolish¬ 

ing the use of the rattan os an instrument of punishinent, and for 
substitutrag in iiea the cat-of-mnc-tails* Passed by the Governor 
in Council of Fort St. George, on the 39(h Aprfl, r8a8. 

1. Whereas it has been found that stripes witli a rattan 
■re 4 very unequal mode of punishmeni, varying wttb the sue 
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of tliff LnstTumcBl and the strength of the person aalngit^ nntf 
fKcasioning serioua bodily injiiry, far beyond the tnlenlioa of 
the taw; therfefcjre the Gavemerf in Council has enacted tltb 
regulationj to be in force from the date of its promulgation^ 

The use of the rattan a^ an instromcnl of putitsb^ 
nient is abolbhed. 

“IJL llencefonirardr persoiw who under any regulalloit 
heretofore in foretp would have been sente need to receive 
Atripes with 3 rattan, shail in lieu thereof be sentenced to 
receive I as he a wi th a cat-of-nine'-tadA. 

^ IV, Fiyc lashes with a cat^f-ninc-tails shail be con¬ 
sidered equivalent to one stroke of a rattan* 

The cat-af-tiine-tarrs to be used shad be invariably 
supplied from the stores of govemtoentj and no other cat-of- 
nine-tails shall be used but such as shall be so supp!ied» nor 
ahal! any additional knot be tied^ nor any new material intro- 
dneed, nor any alterr^on made in any cat-of^nine-tails in usc^ 
by way of repair or on any pretence whatever; and any native 
officer oifending herein shall be iiable to be fined at the discre- 
tiori of the criminal judge or magiatratej to whichjioeTef be 
may be subordinate/' 

tn consideration of the long and faithful service# of 
Subadar Mahomed Surwar^ formerly of the ist regiment of 
Light Cavalry p the govern men I were pleased, under date the 
2 Qth Junop tSo^p to "present him with a palankeen^ and Ui 
allowance of seventy rupees per mensetn^ for the mainCrnance 
of that equipage, a# a mark of their approbation of biA services^ 
and further to reward them by directing that ihe amount of hni 
pay should be continued a# a pension for life to hii nearest 
heir on his decease/" This liberal pension was after some 
years increasedp and be was also "presented with a hone and 
horse allowance of forty 4 wD rupees per mensem*" 

The Madras Government Gaaeite (|8^) contaiDs an 
account oi the presentation of a sword and horse to Subadar 
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Major Mahomed Ghousci oo pablic parade^, in addition to sixty 
cawiiies al land for three a palankeen, aud an aibwaocn 
of twenty pagodaB per month for his own life and that of hb 
neatest hein The aword bore the loilowing ttiscripUan ; 

presented by ihe Government of Fott St. George tor 
Subadar Major Mahomed Ghotific^ of the Hon'btc the Governor t 
Botly-Giiardi in traGmony of its approbation of the j^ealous, 
faithfub active services oE that oIbccT during a period of 
forty-live yeare, and for bis prompt and gallant eon duct iq 
iJcrcTtding the Most Noble the Martpiis Conivvdlis from a 
despemte attack upon Uls life, by a party of ^^yso^c horse, in 
camp near BangalorCi in the year 1791/* 

The government cankrrtd a further mark of thcjf approba* 
lion on SuEiadar Major Mahomed Ghouse. Jn addidon to the 
rewards already assigned him, for his tong, zeaious, and 
faithful service, by granting him the nrivifege o( udng tire 
wffiuf in the Company's temtories, log r with the honorary 
symtmls of that privilege, and its appropriate eilabLishmenl 

‘^On the 22nd October, 1S3B, the ceremony of conferring 
the nobut took pluce^ at the GovemnicTit Gardens. The 
Covernor's body-guard, with the garrison band, the Com man der* 
m^Hiicfs escort, and a tronsidembie body of troops, Kuropean 
and native, under the command of Lieut.-CoL Ogknder, H. 
hFs. 26th regiment, at t ended i The Gove mo g accompanied by 
the Commander^n-Chicb the other members of councUt 
the general ataff of tJie armyn and in pretence of a 

aiilendid assentbly^ tn the ball of the banquetting mom (crowds 
of natives occupying the groundsp bridge^ and opposite bank 
of the river), proceeded to the terrace in-front of the hpnqact- 
ting room, when the Suhadar-^Major was conducted by Mr. 
Clive, the chief secretary, and Major ffams, the town major, 
through the square of troops, and up the stairs of the grand 
eitlrance, to the Governor, who rose to receive Mm, and 
advaiHitig a lew paves^ addressed him- (Speech omitted.) 
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'^Mr. LuNlurigtnn thfft trad the Gi^neral Order m PersLan, 
a language rendered more familier to L^Iahomed Ghca^ from 
hi,^ residence with Sir J. Matcolm in Persia. 

*'Two small silver drum 4 * the insignia of the honort richly 
ornamented with 5 carlet velvet and gold fringCi were then handed 
to the diicf secretary and the town majof^ by whom they were 
placed on the shoulders of Mahomed Ghousc* and^ in that 
position were gently tapped two or three times by the Governor 
and the Comm and cr-in-Chief with silver drum-sticks prepared 
For the Dccasiont an honomr)- dress* was nest brought by an 
attendant on silver salverSp and ddivcrcd to Mahomed Ghouse 
by the Governor ^ and then a medal, with an appropriate 
inscription, was by the Com man derdn-Chief placed cm the ntek 
of the Subadar. The bauds then stnidc up a martlaJ aicg and 
the Governor, Cammanderdu-Chieli members oJ conudl^ and 
others, shook bands with Mahomed Ghouse, congratuladug him 
on the occasion. The gallant veteran aLso received the 
additional gratihcation of a salutation in the eastern style from 
Major-Grneral Sir John Doveton, with whom he had served in 
ievcml campaigns again at the enemy. A was then 

fired^ and the Subadar having descended the steps and m□ll^tf^d 
a sapcibly capadjioDcd horse, rode a short distance round and 
amongst the as^iemhled crowds, and then returned and placed 
himsell in the centre of the square^ while the troops marched 
post and saluted the Governor 

" This native vrieran had served forty-seven years in the 
army o! the Cotupany- The first diiitinguished instance of his 
prompt and steady gallantry ims in defending the person of 
Lord Cornwallis, b the war of Kb firm attacUmeELi to 

the Government was conspicuous in the active part which he 
took in 1806 ‘ and lie has since continued to perform all the 
dudes of a gallant, obedient, and faithful soldier.'" 

The first mendon made of a Hritisb subsidiaij force at 
Hyderabad was limi under Colond SniitJi, tn 1766, wbidi 
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with Nirsim A 3 i against Hyder; buL in coti^qncnce 
of sDme djIferiMzc which suhacqsi^ntly occurred it was tvilb* 
drawn, hostilities commencecii and the Nbajn's aroij was 
defeated by Colonel Smith at Trincomalee, 

In 1788, a treaty was concluded with the Niaam by Lord 
CornwaUis, in consequence of which a subsidiary force was 
again placed at his disposal; and in the campaign against 
Tippoo, in 1791, the British were |oined hy a body of tmops 
under Sectifider Jah^ the then Hi^am* This alliance was again 
tiroken nfi on Sir John Shore refusing to assist His Highness 
when attacked by the Mahrattas^ on which occasiota he had 
fecoiiiiic tP GeneraJ Ra^Tnoed. 

Ttie British force at Ilydcrabad was establbhed on nearly 
its present fnoting in 1798. when the Resident. Captain 
Kirkpatrick I hy the instructions of Marqtiis Welleatisj^ laid 
befdri! the Niaam the plan nf an alliance, offensive and 
defensive by which he was to be guaranteed from the attacks of 
all his enemies, and a stib:;idiary force estabSshed near his 
capital, on the condition, however^ of tlie tmniediaie disbanding 
of the corps under French command. A farce conristiiig of six 
bnttnlionst and a body of artillery, under Colonel Roberts, 
accordingly arrived at Hyderabad, when seeing that Hie Niram 
still he^tated to fnllll that part of the treaty relating to the 
disbanding of the troops, Colonel Roberta cut short ail discus- 
sion by marching up to the Freoch cantonmentj which ho 
surrounded, when 14,000 men of which it was composed^ 
dreading at once an encounter with the English, and dUsatisfied 
on account of the arrears due to them* mutinied against their 
ofEcers and laid down their arms. 

Since this time a British force ha^ always been maintained 
at Hyderabad. Although thb force is in immediaie charge of 
the officer in command at Hyilerubad^ it is under the control of 
the Resident, who tan order it out when he deems ht. 
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THE GOOftKHAS- 

In ihc fourteenlh century a tribe of RajpootsT^ expelling 
the fpriner Tibetan posisc^ssoT^i e,stab 1 bhcd tbcrusclve^ in a 
broad^ fertile valley, lyin|j between ihe lower or aoulhern and 
the northern range of the llimalayaE. They soon adopted the 
religion ol HiiidoatiLTi; became brave, reliant and eiiterpmbgi 
and. while gallantly defendinf iheir northern frontier from 
varioLiE enemies, undertook the great bot fruitless enterprise of 
conquering China. At the beginning of thij century Lord 
NfintOp the Governor-Gfticrah found them invading the diiitrict^ 
of Bqctwul and Seoraj, tii Oude^ indr on our rciiistiDg, they 
attacked nod inurdcrred in cold hloo^ a police force in May 1SJ4. 
Lord Moira, the next Governor, touk strong measures against 
them, and sent ou their western frontier 6,o0o soldiers, on the 
east 3 t 5 ™> centraJ columns to move an the capitafp 

Kbatmandoo; in all ^2,000 men and 60 guns were employecf iti 
the campaign * but the enemy was agile and valtant. M 
Katuagah General Gillespie lost many officers and men, and was 
shol through ihe tiearl-^ At the second assault 680 soldiers felt 
in the breach^ and not till he had reduced his garrison of six 
hundred to seventy^ did the Goorkba Chief abandon this fort- 
.■\t othfiT points Generals Martin del I and Ochterlon)' n'cre foiled- 
The active manntaincers took from General Marfey two whole 
detachments, with guns and stores, and General Wood was 
repulsed in an attack on the stockaded position of JeeTpoor. 

So the campaign of 181415 ended dtsastrou.^ly for the 
English; Ehcit reputation for invlficibility received a rude 
check; the impressible a atbnali ties of India transferred I heir 
admiration from the men of the sea to the men of the hUb; 
and anothcT series af defeats w'ould have hnd the effect of 
bringing into the betd against us the great fonres of the 
MahtalLas and PindarecS, Bui in the spring of t8i5, Ocb- 
LerJony carried evcjy^ Goarklia poftUion in the wcsl as far ^ Ihe 
fort of Malown, which soon ^uircndered, and Gardiner occupied 
5ft 
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i\i\i lofty district jWmorah, The Cduncil df the Gsorkhdi^ 
wguid iiow ha%"e in^de peace aad received a Resident^ but the 
■fieiy Ameer Srngh and his sons lirged on tfic I'lie 

Ciiicjw^rea GliAt pass wtis fctidtrrd impregnable; Imt over 
nnother mgged ascent Ochtedori j led his trndpsj turned the 
rlarik 0^ the hostile posilJanj advanced on Mukwajipore^ within 
tifty miles of Lhe oapitah and had carried its outworks, when 
Uic enemy made peacct March 2^ tSsd, 

Since then theae people, notwiihalandin^ many teinptalions 
iQ the contrary, have ever mala tallied amily willi perfect fidelity. 
The direct advantages of the i\vir were the mountcjn provinces 
of Kutnflon and Gurlivral; hut a greater benefit was the early 
and cFIeciiia] deLichmeiit of such brave tribes from the machina* 
tions of the anstahle and perfidious prieecs of India* fn the 
fflutiny tlicy did tia '■ knigiits’semtc:" among other cspbiis 
the/ tlefcaiud a Jarge body of the rubfls at Azimgurli, SeptEmbrr 
■ 3 i ilose of the year Jung Bahailar of NepauJ, 

iiith tell thobisarid of tJm soldiei^^j cL.Abtcd. Li i^u^nching witli 
bluod wliaE was left of Uie desperation of the Sepoys. ■l>ere 
are no bctHa %hting men ta tbe East, and among the numerous 
raci!s that owe allegiance to the Empress of Indlaf Uiere are 
none on whose devotion she could rely with greater conUdenre, 

kilitaby camps. 

An abkr pen is requisite to give an accurate description of 
the (oricgi: that followed tmops on a trarch in the olden times. 
" The rear guard are awaiting the rotaDval of the camp, some 
wtdi folded anns, a perfect iflustmtion of the spirit of patience; 
others smoking a consolatory pipe; a few crouchiag round the 
expiring eoihcra of tlie nocturral fires* A chorus of horrid 
gurgling setunda, proceed ffnia the tliroals of camrEs indignant 
at thu heavy burdens imposed upon them; some laden wtlfi 
gram and supplies f« tie camp; others with a fonmiduife 
anoHTftof biii^'gage. Tents of various sorts, shapes nnd idtes; 
:*btc»,4 irjc, amali, rguud, square and oblong ; sofas, gOHjil, bad. 
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and liidiilcrcnt; ghalr:^ whiiili had isvideatly parsed Uiroiagh ih^ 
ordeaS qT itiariy previmi? rnaj-chfrs, bt^refL ol ;imi!&| others 
deadtyIt? of Icf^j and not a few iwinui a seat- Dilapidiited 
i.|]L-ats of drawers, and e^cjry imagioahle variety of Lriink, bost^ 
hag attd baskn^ 6u:„ capabli? qf receiving odds and endi*i 
utilities and rubbititi, the omnium gatliemin of a mardiing 
rrginient; herds oF buf(ii1oeS| bullocks, and ponieS| bearbg 
(heir a hare of the common burden^ and laden al&o with the 
culinary apparatus of the camp. Hackeries, weighed down 
with a beav^y Cargo of goods; banghywaElatis or bearers of 
boxes called petarraE»^ for carrying refreshment, and suspended 
by ropes to each end of a broad bamboo borne over the 
shoulders^ troops of grasscutters,, with tbeir ftTeUhed iottouSp 
or pontes; syces or groomand otber useful appendage^ to a 
cavalry corps; the dhobeeis or washermen of the regiment \ and 
a dingy-looking tribe ol hbecsties or water carticra, adoriiCil 
with mussuks or skins in whklt the mter b conveyed, slimg 
ovejr their shoulders. Iti addition to these a train of servants* 
attetidani; on tUcir masttrs; and the haaar pcapki intEraperaeJ 
with the camp eqnipago. In India when troops are ordered lo 
march, every requisite article of consumption accompanied Lh& 
army or detachment moviitgt as thn villages or small luwos 
furnish a very insuBident supply for the omnerous trainer grain, 
oxen, sheep, goaU^ poultry—in fact all things under the bead 
itt proviafons —must be procurabin in ihe camp biUar, which b 
a niuat nmuiiing and moUey aw:!;mblage. The camp followers 
very far exceed the number of fightiiig meu/' 

HM, in his work^ Scenes in a Sotdier’a Ufc/* published in 
1S4S, ghcB us a ^ketcli oi an Lidian army on Uic lion of march. 
** It malerialty differs/' Hays he, *' from that of one in Engtaod, 
where the tidier, surniufideti by countrymen and friends, 
halts at ^me town in the same day^ wctliy^ coough, i dare say; 
jtlill tht?re ts .1 billet, ni hed, and a comfortaye meat, ahhcrugh 
in- lia- oiten a g i^y to go tre be Endi hii ic^ing-pU^e 
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H£iwevcj> l^c Tnarch in tbir field proTee a vciy dilTtfrent 
stede Picture the basUe* confiisionT and excUement ciE ao 
army on thr march, hidn|^ preceded by tl>e skirmtsljei^ and 
advance guards, accompained by the Qtiarternia&ter*Gefir;faIi 
who. in the most syslerrwjtic manner, cm the arrival at the 
deitined encampment^ proceeds to cakwlate the rebtivi- dis¬ 
tances required for each corps and department^ and allots it to 
the parties attached from each regiment for their further 
divUiod. Tlsey krm practical arrangementi, measure the 
neceisary diaUnce for each indrvidnaL and leatp marking the 
BpDi< and awaiting the arrival which quickly Folio wh. Tlie^ 
main body reaches the ground, and each corps marthes at 
once to its quarters. The indivkluat to the site of his palace 
for the day. Shortly comes the immerous train of baggage 
carried by camels, elcphaiitSr mulest harseSp assesp bullocks, 
carts, &c.t &JC-P many thousands in nnmberj and folbwers Ene 
exceeding the number of troops. The tent and il? bagfgage 
arrive together and all is prepared to "'pitch caitip.'"^ A signal 
is given, and as if it were by magic, a town, a fort, and a 
stronghold la fonned in a few minutes. Guards are mounted^ 
pickets arranged, and sentries placedi and all is quiet and 
sctdctl for the day. TIse coinmis^iri«^t proceeds to kill the 
cattle, and Issue the provisions^ The baggaj^e cattle are all 
seal out to graze under strong gnards^ Tise bazars (one to 
each corps) open their stores of uinrehandizej and cipose it 
for sale- The nuthodties at the head are engaged la the 
airaagemeat of tlie objects in view; emissariES sent out; 
chiefs are received and negotiated with for the supply of 
provisions^ the weary soldiers after Fmootliing down for his 
domestic comfort hjs parlour nf tvi^cnty-one inches by sijc fectp 
lulled by the aid of that refreshing genius, sleep, beguiles the 
tong dreary hours of the day, filled with aniietyp ajid over¬ 
powered oftentimes with the interije heat, rendered more so 
by the brifiing protection imder canvasi At tength comes the 
nightp and ever)* precaution having been taken, ail ts prepared 
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far a fresh aUrtj the cattle are placed in front of their lo- 
inorrowV load, each soul dissolves into that earthly heaven, 
which soon relievea the mind from the world’s anxiety and 
care: at the dead of night is heard the trampling of the patrols 
carefully visting the gtmrds and pickets, and the reliefs 
cautiously challenged by the watching sentries. And shortly 
after midnight arc heard the shrill trumpets and btigles arous¬ 
ing the tired soldier from the midst of perhaps dreams of the 
happy boors of boyhood and hooiCi The sound carriefi with it 
a volume of directions; and in a few minutes all is agaiti 
confusion yet regularity is there—all nn tip-Eoe of bustle—yet 
all is steady, and each at his place. The camp appears as one 
blaze of fire from the darkness of the night, and bushes of 
piles of brushwood collected, being fired to give light to enable 
the packing and loading to be carried on ; and should you stray 
a dozen yards perchance it will take you half an boor lo find 
yQyf place again. And 1 have often seen, from the dream of 
the sleeper to the movement off the ground of more than 3 o,ooo 
souls and cattle, not more than hall an hour elapse. Long exe 
day dawns, all are again on the march; the keen morning air 
striking chilly through the wearied aoldter, disturbed from 
refreshing sleep, and forced to trudge along an unknown path; 
all passifs on in silence, nothing is heard, save tlie ocighing of 
1 1 Dries, and the heavy measured tread of the moving mass of 
men ; line after tine of connected camels and cattle move on, 
carefully guarded and guided by the troops and followers, each 
eye heavy from broken rest, and looking anxiously for the 
opening of the distant horizon to admit the day and distribute 
the welcome rays of the son, which at first .am pleasant in the 
extreme, but ere a few boors are pkissed, bccnine even more 
oppressive than the midnight air. All this it is which has so 
much astonished the natives of distant lands and placed Our 
systeni at the top of the tree. 

The following will give nur readers an Idea of what was 
coMsWrred a first rate mililar>* camp entertainment, in 1753 i— 
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“ Abotil 76 persons sal down each day (for three days} to a 
tablu abutnlanUy furnished, with a well clioseo variety of the 
l>cst viaoils, and os smple a supply of fruit and v^ctablcs, as ii 
we had been wiLhia a tiule of LeadeohaJJ worket. Horse 
ratring gave an appetite for breakfiut}^ and cricket, trap-ball^ 
eockiightliig and riinepins occupied the other faoun, whkis 
were not eniplayed at the festhro board. Oiooer was served at 
3 o'clock and the i^tfh sat with the sttn. Every peraon cheer- 
fol, not one into«icated—the Uglrt of the mooD was ss&ienL 
for the sport of the Eloundabout, of which almost every one 
pattocik by turns till d o'clock, when each retired to bis tent or 
hmmgtt/oe" This took place at Sdoor Pettali, on the 41b. 
bepteinber, and gives a picture of Jiow our grandfathers 
managed sueli things as public dinoers ia these days. Diouor 
at 3*—aod Roundabouts at 7 f 
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THE PRESS or THE UPPER PROTTirtfCES. 

Thk press of the Upper Ptfiviocea d^ei an fjlT 

back as 1822 ; and the press we bcTiove is of eansidnrw 

ably shorter eadstcfiecr Both Europerao and Native havti 
however^ within this period risen to such impnrlance in ihn 
statisLiczs of India, that we think a brief sketch of the prtst ancl 
present state of the Euttjpeao press in those provinces wilt not 
be nninte resting. 

The first pritiling press set tip was at Cawnpore bj Mr. 
Samtiel Green way, who succeeded by hia son, Mr. 
Green way, m 1823 . The Advi?rfi^f r was pEi blished 

tlmre. SubsequenOyi in iSaS, another ticwspapcr was attornpt* 
mJ at this press under the Iilie of the Omnitus, hul jt lived 
only through a few numbers. It was a small and not very 
sightly quarto sheet, and from the firjit gave no promlise of 
protracted etotence. ^ The Calcutta papei3 were then the only 
organs of jnlclligence in the Upper Provlncca, and heavy as 
were the cates of Eiibscription and postaget there vrere few 
persE-^nn who did not con I rive to sec some one of the daily 
^mpers. Politic A and Home nen^ were ihen discnAAcd and 
commented on with a great deal mote earnestne^ than they 
are at the present day^ notwithfilanding that the news was six 
or seven monUi^oldi inctoased rate of transit seem a to have 
affected ihn public taste the contrary waVi and Eurojicait 
intelligenG* at the present day holds but a secondary pltice in 
the Eninds of the European cottimiinity, white the importance of 
cvcftta in In ilia during I he last forty-five yea^s have forced into 
greater notice beat iubjecU ubUtned for it, what it should 
always hare occupied^ the primaTy' place of interest 10 the 
minds pf the governing body. 
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j\n elTshoat trom thf Cawripnrc press was established at 
Meerut inJiSjo, and in 1S31 the Afcerul O^sfrrer was publish- j 
«d at that press- ITiis journal had For softie time previously, J 
(frotn t8a7wc believe) been carried on in manuscript. It was , 
edited by Capl- H, Tuckett, of the t itb Light Dragoons ; he 
was assisted by Capt. N. Campbell of Uie Horae Artillery, who 
wrote dearly all tbe articles on military affairs which ap[>earBd 
in that Bpiritctl little journal. Tbe military mcasulres of Lord 
Wm. Bentinck were keenly opposed in Capt- Campbell’s ortidt-s, 
and though seemingly uniioliced for a time by the bead of the 
' CiDvcRimcnt, an opportunity which presented itself afterwards 
was seized, whereby the am of power was wielded, and Capt. 
Campbell fell its blow. For a dispute mtb his commanding 
odiccr, for which, though in the wrong, he ivould have been 
amply punished by a reprimand, Capt. Campbell was removed 
from his troop. The world saw and judged the cause. Subse¬ 
quently the Oiirrvtr was edited by Licat. Hutchins, Mr. 
Whiffen and others, U afterwards fell into the hands of Mr. 
H- Cope, then A man of great promise, and subsequently the 
editor of the Dctki Gaaelfe and still later of the La/tore 
Chromdf. The press also changed proprietorship and become 
the property of Mr. Cope. The Mterut Vnivcrtal Magaainf^ 
of as it was faratljarly called ATumt was commenced at the 
Obstrver press iti 1835. It was a monthly ma^zinc, and 
spiritedly conducted for some time, but ceased to exist in 1837. 
Mr. I,ang afterwards endeavoured to resuscitate the magazine, 
but after two attempts abandoned the undertoktag. 

Colonel {then Capt.) Pew, Or. Raoken and Mr. John Taylor, 
all residents of Delhi, joined by a few European and native 
gentlemcD, considered the imperial locality quite as likely to 
afford profitable work, and extensive dreotatian to a paper as 
Meerut and Agra, and soon after the birth of the Agra Ukhafi 
the Dtthi GasetU' was ushered into the world, in 1S33. ft 
remained for several years in a (luctuating condition, edited 
altematcty by Capl Pew, Mr. llolUngs, and Col R. VVilsoo, 
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then of ihc Pdacc GiiarcU^ and others \ when the AFghaniatan 
campaign gave it an itttpetiia aii rapid as it tvas profitable, anil 
by the commencement of the year j 346, under the editonal 
management of Mr. Cope* it had attained aa i haJf weekly a 
circuUlion of 189^, exceeding thaJ; of any other paper in India. 

Besides the presses at Cawnpore and Meerut Mr. W. 
Green way had an establishment at Agra (in i83,S) where lie set 
up a papcTp called Grcenw&ys Agra Jaurnal^ which was very 
respectably conducted For live time it lasted. This press wax 
also employed in the pebheation of vemaciilaJ school books in 
the Hindoostanee language. 

The sensation caui^cd by the appearance of the Meerwi 
OSjcnfrr induced Dr. John Henderson to start a press at Agra 
in t8:ii, whence issued (Jic first number of the Agra UHar in 
183a, as a native paper in die Persian character; his cliieE 
object being to give a correct report of the casen tried in tim 
dvil and criminal courti- A few roonth^s trial showed Uiat the 
experiment was not likely to succeed i but he wai not a man to 
be put down by trifleSi and so be converted the paper into an 
English one in November of that year^ Ftfi exterior was poor 
indeed^ and until Mr* Henry Tandy became editorp it was im 
rather a Hidclj state. The talents and wit of that gentlEman 
soon gave it a place among the leading journals of India, and 
he was mcireover well supported by the membeTS of the civil 
service in all parts of the country. His death in 1840 was the 
signal for the decline of the paper- Two relations of his, 
Messrs. A. and P. Sxundctnj succeeded him in the editorial 
chair; but both soon followed him to the grave; tieither of 
them possessed a tithe of the talent of Mr Tkiidy. The press 
w^us then sold to Mr. Cri^nthwaite^ BlunderSt actions for 
libel and other tokens of a sinking ioumal at last wrecked the 
l/iSarf and die enlirc establishment fell into the possession of 
the Agra and U. Si Bankp to whom the proprietors were at the 
time under pecuniary obligations. Capt. MacGregorj die 
57 
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Kccretary\ i^v-er efiergctic and active where tht interoU oi \\is 
cmploji^ers ware concernedji would not allow the pres^s to remain 
unproritablc, and brought out the Agni Chr&nkk, which he 
kept alive till the press was purchased by the proprietor ul the 
Cai^etiwl the Aj^ra AUsi^g^r published by the press 
iiinder the editorial management o^ Mr. Mawson at the Agra 
presSi. was not an indiffereat stibstitute for the well coriducted 
Uk&ar \ it how'ever fkiurished as a bra^tich p^ip^r 
D^lki Gus^iic till the mutiny of 1^57* when on tbe deatructiDti 
of the malcTials ot the Gasiifc press at Delhi, it took 

the name of the Delhi paper. The press was removed to Delhi 
in t8s 9» and subsequently to Agra, where it continued to be 
published. 

Jn 1850 or "sip a magarine of great promise under the title 
of S&uMdi^rs’ Magazine was started at Delhi at the GaBcft^ 
press ^ it had an existence of about two years. Men of great 
talent were JiberaJly paid to be cotilributorB to its pages^ but 
notwithstanding it w^as found an unpiobtable concern and was 
discontinued. At the same lime but at a diacrent station, Agra, 
L^dhVs Miscailan^f sprang up, and soon obtained great 
eircejteutc and support. Tills magaimc aftemards passed into 
the hands of Mr, Gibbons of the 3 fqfusjii/iU presSp and after a 
short existence was discontlnuei!. 

At Delhi besides the Ga^teiie there was printed for some 
time before the mutiny and aftemards till about i 3 f> 4 i a 
monlhly journal tinder tlie oamc of the Dclki Bo&Jt^ 

changed afterwards to/^r Miuoder the parenLage 
nf Mr Wagentreiber. Thb as its name denoted w’as a 
humorous publication^ It possessed much merit, the illiistra- 
tiens were good, though its letter-press was iudilfcrenL 

Besides the Messenger there was a press in the vicinity of 
Agru^ which rose out of the anxious wish of the missionaries of 
the Church Mbsion to make tlie Secundra Orphan School 
useful to the public ha well a^ to ils inmates. It was started 
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UEidpr the itianiigctD^Dt of Mr. W Greenway. The e$Labli^h- 
ment was sqarip o^viTig^ to the uoreiriiLting care of its mbsionary 
managers, in a ffgurUhing condltionf and was exteiiBively 
patronbed by the Government of the N. W. Provinces, Mr, 
Longden was then Superintendent. The Aj^ra GcT^ernm^tst 
t]ic repoit-i; of tbe sadder and xillnli eoijftaT ^nd in fact 
all the Government work was done at the Secundm 
DoJing the mutiny this press, w-as destroyed by the mutineers. 
It was however resuscitated at Allahabad in 165S under Govern* 
ment patronage, and subsequently transFerted to tbc Govern¬ 
ment, It is now called the ofBciaJ press and all ibe Government 
work is done at it. The operations of this press arc very 
extensive and embrace type-casting, stereotyping, binding and 
machine printing. 

At Agra+ previous to the mutiny, a reltgiouE rnonthly paper 
wag published under the title of the StxwHdra Jfirsstr/tger. 
TbU W'as for a time extinguislied during the sbiring events of 
1857, but was revived at Lahore in i 56 t. 

After the removal of the Observer press^ Meerut continued 
•* benighted'^ for a period of several years, when Mr. Lang 
established the Afp/scrri/ijff press on an extrusive scale in 
iS4§. The McfmsiiUe had been started In Calcutta as a literary^ 
weekly paper and had gained considerable favor with the public 
as a journal of great merit and capacity, h began its career 
in the mofussll juat previotis to a time of great excitement and 
intcresti when the existing |ournalB of the N- W. Provtnccx 
were clutched at {wc cannot use a better word) with avidity by 
all classes of readers in consequence of the imporiant io- 
tclligence they cantained regarding Afghanistan^ Persia, Scinde 
and parricolarly the Punjabi This last mentjoned pgrtioo 
of India W'as then on the eve of a revolution, ^nd its approach 
was looked tipou by all as inevitable. The was 

started as a newspaper of the same siieas the jy^iki and 

Ihc ability and vivacity which were displayed in the wrirings o£ 
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ihr editor, soon placed bis jaurnal bigTi in llie scale of tnafussilr 
journalism. The pri*ss was irmavcd to A^ra in 1853 or 1854*^ 
where it continued till i&&Op when il returned io its original 
stakiDn at Meerut. Throughout the tnutiny the Mff^ssiiiie ww 
ptibiUhed in ibr Agra Fort and was an useiul organ for 
disseminating oRioiaJ inlorniatiun. Since Mr. Langes death, 
and even for some time before, the journal had lost a great deid 
of its fotineT vigor and respecUhiti^^- It w^as afterwards 
purchased by the propnetors of the Civti and MiliiarjF 
and waa Eneiged in Shat publication. 

At MGenit, in addition to the there started 

in 1840 an advertising medinm under the title of the /?e/ 4 f' 
Adv^ii^^r^ This was afterwards in 1S52 enlarged and made 
into a netv^paper by Its proprietor, Mr. Copping of the Delhi 
Banlc. In the following year it was still further enlarged and 
tsecame the Indian 7 'imfs, and was printed dll 1856 w'hen the 
prts.'i was seized and sold. From its ruins Mr, David* the 
entcrpriiing dawk-gharrie proprietor^ raised a job press whicb- 
c on tinned in active operation till the proprietor's demise. 

At Allahabad Messrs. Crecniray bad a branch of the 
Cawnpore eilablishment, which was opened for huslitess in 
1836. From this press was issued the Centre/ Free Pres<s 
joumah the career of which was suddenly brought tq a dose by 
the entire destruction by fire of the press bungalow in 1837. 

Tlie American Presbyterian mission a rien have been mast 
active in eictending the advantages of printing establishments 
in the upper provinces. Tliey had ottendve pres sea at ^firm- 
pore, Allahabad, and Loodiani. The fast named press which 
bad been established in September 1836, was destroyed by fire 
m 184?. but speedily plated on an efficient footing bv the 
liberality chiefly of the British public. During the mutiny it 
again suffered ; some of the rabble managed to break in and 
dr^troy ^ great portion of the material, which was however 
replaced by a fine inflicted by the officjals ou the destroyeri- 
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Al itie second named stationi AllsJiahad, itie missionaftes 
established a pnesi in 1839, aird ^vent sg far as to add type- 
founding to tbeir other operations. They devoted ibeir exer¬ 
tions chiefly to the printing of worka required by them in their 
sacred vocation, and have done much towards liaing the 
character of Hindce, Goormookhee, and Dewanagree ietlers. 
This press was partially destTnJed by the mutineers in 1837; 
it has since been reauscitated and made over to some native 
converts, to be worked by them for the benefit of the mission^ 

At Miraapore the Church Mifisronary Society have a press 
for the work of the oiissbn. At this press is published a small 
monthly newspaper called the Kkvar-i-Hind or friend nf 
India, in EngHsh and Romaoiaed Hindi. The journal baa 
generally an illustratioit of some missionary subject, or a 
portrait of an Indian celebrity. 

In t847 or 1848 Colonel Pew, and soirns others interested 
in the local bank, established a press al Benares, and started 
a newspaper called the Btnarts Retarder. The paper was 
continued about two years, but cotUd never be said to be tn a 
flourishing condition. 

At Benares, after the dUaolution of the Recorder press. Or. 
Laaarus opened a small press in 1849, principally for printing 
the labeb of hb Medical Hall By degrees tills press extended 
its operations till now it b one of the completesl of English 
and vernacubr presses in IndU. It has it* stereotyping, type- 
founding. binding, ruling and machine printing. 

In 1848 the Miriapore press published a magaitnc with the 
title of the Benares Magatint, under the editorial management 
of some of the missionaries of the Church Mission and of Dr, 
Ballantync. then the Hrindpal of the College, This publication 
w'as discontinued in 1849' 

The Hills used to boast of three presses. One was 
esublishcd by Mr. Mackirnon ol the Brewciy at Mussooric, in 
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or t66o. From thh praas isijtied a weekly paper cialled 
The conducted for some time by Capt. Bcgbie, and then 

by Mr. NfackinnoHi Junior, [n conae^iienGc of tbe dejnise of 
itn: latter gcntlemaUt the prcfis wag sold to Mr. G. Taytatp who 
carried on llic paper for some time, but it wtis cFentualty giyen 
np. Al Simla Dn McGregor established a prcssi and published 
a weekly paper in <^kd the Mffunimn Afam^or, which 

lived but a short time and did little credit to its parent. Thai 
gentleman also tried a medical and litefary periodical, which mn 
on an irregular coarse for a few numbers, and of which Udje 
can be flald that is favorable. Thh press was afterwarck, in 
1850, sold to the Lawrence Attyltmi at Sonawari and i* now 
einployed to tcadi the lads of that refuge the rudimctitB of 
printings Another press W'as started at SimJa imder the direc* 
tion of Mr. Chardc, at w'hidi tlie SimltJ Advertiser in English, 
and the Simla JV^pj in Ordoo and Englishr were pohlisheiL 
Besides this there have been two or three attempts lo start a 
good newspaper; one by Mr. Jcphjoti in 1^55, when the 
Afilitary Gaiette appeared, but this only existed a very short 
time. Mr. Moor in 1863 brought out the fUmmalayan Star, 
which also liad but a short eaktcncc. 

The present Thomason College Press at Roorkee was 
commenced at Meerut in 184S; it was afterwards removed to 
Simla, and employed tn printing the results obtained at the 
Magnetic Observatory there. In 1850 it was taken to Unibalhi, 
where ii con tinned till Jatiuaiyi 1852^ w^hen it was transferred to 
tlie college. It is a Government press, and ita work consistir 
chiefly of elementary and other works in connectioii %vith the 
college and the GoveromeDt. It has a department for litho^ 
graphy% and also one for wood engraving, and some of the finest 
Specimens ot work in each qf these brandies are pfqduocd at 
this press. 
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IMMORALITY. 

Dri’NK^KMSSS, gambling and profane swearing were almost 
nnlversaUy practised. The public journals testify to the absence 
of "decency and propriety of behaviour" in social Ufa. In 
December, 1780, one of tliem complains that ’* Europeans of all 
ranks" ordinarily made Christmas festivities a ■* plea for absolute 
drunkenne&s and obscenity ol conseraation, &c, that is, while 
they were able to articulate at alland urged that respectable 
men ought not to subject their wives to such impure and 
injurious aasodatiooa, Another paper, in 17S8, com plained of 
a very general depravity of conversation and rnannefs, both 
in mixed and mate societies," such as he ’ hoped, for the honor 
of human nature, was not the case in other countries," 

The following "cautba" appears in the advertising cttlumas 
of the Calcutta Gazette tA the 23rd February 1797" A certain 
pergon who made her appeaiapce among the company in the 
auditory On the first night of performance, is desired to take 
notice that in future she will not be permitted to remab ip the 
house should she be so ill advised as to repeat her vLsl—Tlteatre, 
Wilder Place." 

As an evidence of the morality of the day, we insert an 
advertisement of a bouse for sale by tlie auctioncors, porb, 
WUliams and Hohler, in tSoj:—"A garden bouse and ground, 
situate at Taltolab Barar, which to any gentleman about to leave 
India, who may be solidtouii to provide for an Mindoostanee 
female friend, wilt be found a most desirable pnrdiase," &c. 

If drunkenness was introduced amongst the natives of 
Bengal through the influence of European example, that effect 
was produced very early. The oldest prints complain loudly of 
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the number cif amrk shops every where set up, and of the 
■difficulty of obtaining domestie scrranls, vvhose sobriety could 
hr relied upon* 

Kear^- aJI the unmarried Europeans—^and few were 
married in those days^Uved in acknowledged concubinage 
with native womeiu In 1810, a vrork, coiled TJu Eaj:i /jt//rVi» 
Vade Mecum, was publlahed by Captain Tbomas Witriamiaon. 
It w'as intended to conlaiii a compendiyin of inionnaLiOTi 
valiiahle to pereotis about to settle in Ipdia, and wits dedicated 
to tlie linnor^ble Court of Dkectors of the East India Cotnfuuiy, 
as designed particularly lo be a guide to young gentleinea Iti 
tbeir service. In this work concubinage is reguarded as a 
matter of ordinarj* llece^lS3ty^ and advice Is given as to the 
female esLabllshmenL a young man should set up, its proper east, 
etc. Tlie impGrasibllly of marriage with English women is 
shown, by the declaration that an Englisb lady canid not be 
landed in India, ** 110der respertable ciroimstances throughout^ 
lor less than £500;'^ and the connexions recammctidtd are 
justified by the statement that ** the number of European women 
to be found in Bengal and its dependencies cannot amount to 
two buodred and fifty j whDc the European male inhabitants of 
rcspectabiUtyt lucludlng military olhcerSj may be taken at about 
four thousani'^ 

A very curious trial is reported as having c?ome off in the 
Calcutta Supreme Court in February, 1793. Thus w'as a suit m 
equity for an in|utiction against a band, given as alleged by Mr^ 
Yates the complainant to the late Mr* Woolley, nii an illegal 
and void cansidemtion. It appeared that Messrs, Yates a.nd 
Woolley bad been memliers of a dub, roTmerly held at Selby*s 
Tavern^ called the £'wry Z?dy CM. Some time in the year 
■ 79i3i Mr. Yates, who had dined at Mr. Wooll^^’ai, went in the 
evening to the dub rather introxicated, and toiuid there 
Woolly* Major Conran and some other members. W'oolty 
claimed a knowledge of Yates, and asserted he liad seen lum at 
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Midrss, and particularly that he had dined with him nl Sir 
Tlromas Ruuibold'ii; this was denied by Yates, and after pyinc 
Gontrovrrsy on the subjed a wager was proposed and at length 
agreed to. The temis were it>oo gold mohurs,. that Woolley 
had not seen Yates at htadras at the lime mentioned; this wiu 
written down and signed by Yates, and witnessed by some 
gentlemen then present: hut so little attention w'as given to the 
signed paper, that the document wws either tom up or Jrownu J 
in Streams of dafel; liowever it subsctiuently appeared that 
Woolley had seen Yates at Madias, and claimed the wager; at 
the same time commEndtig an action to recover the bet from 
Yalcfi, Yates satblied Woolley by signing a bond for looo 
gold tnoliursv and after A^'twlley's death his eaceciitor, Balfour, 
proceeded against Yates for the amoiiiil Of the bond- Yates 
instituted the present suit to liave the bond delivered up and 
eanceilcd, considering that the absurd wager was tonlracted 
while the parties were all more or less iatroxicated and incapable 
of reasoning or fudging wlmt they w ere doing, the court decreed 
the prayer of plaintiff and the bond was caneelliid. 

A caution apptsars in the papers, dated BandeU totli 
November, 1804:—Every person present at Ban del church 
wliils divine sciadce Ls performing, from the 15th 10 the J,iih 
current, ate requested to behave witli every due respect as in their 
oxvn churches , on the contrary, they shall tw compelled to quit 
the temple immedintely, without attrnding the quality oE person. 

Religion was at a low dih in Calcutta ditring the Last century. 
Even in high quarters there wow not only no i¥speet to outward 
religious obscriances. hut then; was a want of even common 
morality. U was reckoned unfa.'ihianable to attend church on 
Sundays. Half a dmen palankeens or carriages [in 1790) wets 
sufficient to convey all the persons who aitcndcd St, John a 
Church. Tlien? was only one service, and frequently after ibnl 
service those who were present prtwucded froin tbu cluirch to 
auuic native nautch. 

5 * 
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An anecdcite is fMorded of Lord Wellesley when travcl- 
flng up-CDUDtry , He lialtyil for a Sunday at a cSvi! station, where 
he asked the Judge to read the church service, Bui he was 
infomiad there would be some di[f*cu1ty; as there was not a 
biltle in tlm station. 

It would appear that the confraternity in charge of the 
“ Blessed Lady of Rorary n( Bandiil," were not aLovt doing a 
bit of trade occasionally in ttic usuiy line, ta June 1604 we see 
an ailvcTtisement put forth, where they announce that Captain 
Grenier, having borrowed a certaTH sum of money from the 
priestly Irtjdy of that rhufeh, for wliich he had mortgaged some 
jewels to the nmount of Rs. raoo,—and " wlm not paying any 
inlcrMt thereon up to the present time, although being repeatedly 
colled for to discharge both the principal nod Interest due from 
liiia"—tlic EsoTvener announces that he will acTI the JcweIb by 
auction, and if they do not rtidiie tlie sum of principal and 
interest, that Ctpfain Grenier, “ his heirs, cxetutora, admiuistni* 
tofs and assigns” will be held responsible to make good the 
amount 

The creatures, who Bometimes set themselves up as teachera 
of morality, and inserted liaming advertisem cuts of the scholastic 
and ntoraJ edocalbn they wQulkl aJIurd to all children, male and j 
female, eniniaied to their charge, must have been of a vtiry low 
$tanip indeed, if we are tO judge of the class from a single 
instance given in a trial held in the Stipreme Court of Calcutta, 
the tfltb Jure, 1S07. “ A srhoolmiatresa was hmughi up on a 

chaigr of ' prosEitutinjf one of Iitf scholars for money-" 
result of the trial was the "acquittal of the person indietedt froiB 
the indictment being erroneouiily laid 5 however the Chief Justice 
made n most aerious address fo the oUendcr, stating the great 
infamy of her conduct, and the scandalous abuw of tba j 
chaructET she liad assumed—^be nustress of a public school- 
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" How to srJl afl investment of Evmpe Goods to the best 
advantage/’ Such is the startUnif heading put to an advertise*^ 
ment in the Colevtia Cojscitf of the 6th September, 1798. And 
the mode of proceduir is tlius detidled:—’* Send your invoke 
book to the dilfercnt shopkeepers, to enable them to make their 
calculations. Invite them to make proposals in writing, declaring 
upon your word and lionor that you will nut communicatv their 
g^ers—^promise one whom you may find would give a -Jsry hi^k 
prict, in order to oblige hia friends and custonaers, tlial you may 
not sell wiUiout a reference to him, and in case you should be 
lold that you may probably have an oOcr wliich will preclude aM 
others, stir., an offer to give one or two per cent, man: than any 
of the proposals menLioned, you must as^rt in the most |><jleino 
manner that you wiU not receive anch a one. Be very particular 
and pointed in tliis, of no direct offers will be made you. Wien 
you have seen all the propels, yon ^end your hanpn, 
witli a vcriial message to the person you may think most deviraus 
of buying, (even if he be already the best bidder hy five per 

cent.) and tell hull to amend his cifTcr; this will bring live per 

cent, more, and having worked him up to the highcet, you must 
take care to let the offer be known—some person who has been 
laying by will then come fonfiurd and offer you two per cent. 

more. Should the party who had made the previous offur accuse 
you of breaking your word and honor, by communicating it, you 
must lay the blame on the banyan, and say you did not mean 
to do w rong.” This is either a kit at some knavish tranAactioii 
wliich had lately token place, nr k a skit ngainiil the t^letn 
then puraued in houses of business, particularly anrtbn and 
cirnmissltm agencies. It is weU iMl the advctlber did not put 
Tigitti g to tbc ootiDCH 
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THE POLICE. 

One of the firHt orders is ohe rcquirnig: smd comfii^rlin^ 

** all captaLitis and masters of Fortugiiese ^pa and other vesscilit 
to prevent their people from cominj^ on shore before the hour of < 
tievtrn in tbe mornmg, or from rcinaining' in the town afler ilic 
hour of five in the eveningJ' under the penailt)" of being kept in. 

*■ strict EUFtody and to suffer sudi other potilshment as the, 
rircumstances under which they may be apprdiended aiiaJI 
merit." 

The fcllawing Police notice appears (m ijBg} about 
breaking in horses on the public roads:—■'Notice is tirreby 
given that no horses will be allowed to be broke in upon tlitt 
Esplanade or on the great roads leading across it after the 2Cith 
day of this month; it Is therefore requested that gentlemest 
may take the trouble of explaining this regtitation to their ^ 
servants, that they cirry their horses to the Jess frci|itc]ited ^ 
roads of Calcutta/^ 

tn consequence of thdr dis^lisfactlon at somn Police, 
regulations^ respecting the number and fare of teekah paJankr^ens 
and bearers, all the Calcutta teukah bcamrs struck work* and j 
coaliiiued so for four days, from 22nd to 26th of May, rSay, at 1 
the end of which tlmcp itow'ever, they began to think better of it 
and ftsturned to their occupatian- ^ 

Amotigst other imfin^vemenis from Europe^ which Jtad ht^en 
introduced at tlie melropotis of Britsh India^ was the art of 
picking pockets. A comrspoadent in a Calcutta papier sUttes, 
that “ ready money bdiig tfie order of the day.^" he went to 
Tultoh's auction with a pocket-book cootaining a bank note for i 
twenty ropEcs, which abstracted by ^ person ill the croud.' ; 
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On com plain in 1; tu ibi- auctimiMr tlir latler consoled bins b/ 
statinj' tKal a similar tfaiii|r had liappencd (0 aaolhef genlleniart 
a few days be lore, wbo bad losf a bank note ttf tfoo nipt r?; 
and a person present addfd his miU; nf consolation b>* assuring 
the complninanl that he bad had his pocket picked at Lcybirm's, 
another auctioneer's, of a bank note of tsompws 1 

The Police, under dale the Bth December, 17(11, issued! 
pecemptciy orders ‘’that no n^taileiuof spirituoas and fermented 
Iti|uora or intoxicating drugs will be allowed to keep their sliop* 
open for the sale ol i^ueb drags or liquors after sunset" 

'• WTieneas various appUcalions have of late" (so runs a 
proclamation, dated the i8tb NWmber, 1751,1" been made to 
the Superintendent of Hie Police by individuals (tn conse¬ 
quence (if the difficitUy which they esperienced in procuring 
silver coin,)to compel the sbraffs to fumush ailrer in exchangu 
for gold coin, and to punish tliinn if they attempt in tins esdiamge 
to value the gold niohur at less than what appears to have been 
it; former market price, m., one ancol and fifteen sicca rupees 5 
and whereas coercive mcaKures, instead of allcriating, have a 
necessary tendenq' to Increase the difficulty comptalned of: the 
Govcmor-Genetal in Council has therefore determined tliat in 
future the sale of gold and silver coin shall he as free and 
unrestrained in every nsspect as the sale nf gold and silver 
hullion ; and that tJiv gold coin which shnli he offered for sale in 
exchange for silver, or the silver coin whirh shall be oflered for 
sale in exchange for gold, shall he constdered, in (iffect. as 
bullirm, and the cMhangeahlc value o'r price t*f each deterniinvd 
by the course of trade in the same roanner as thi; price of every 
athcr commodity that cofOes into llie marktl- 

Mr. Edward Holland, fontierly of the Counttl of Madras, 
and a few days Acting Governor, was apprehonded in Fchtuniy, 
1751, in consequence of an order from Government, b^ an officer 
and a party of srpnyv. and sent on board the Raittty lodiamafl 
itf he couveyed as a pnsoncr to Englatid, 
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A notice ^ppciirit In J jijj, Htadng; tliat Gover¬ 

nor ^JcnciniJ in CoELDcil likis been plc-n^ed appropriate tliat 
p]t!ce of grounil at the nortili-east corner cl;' Eire Esplanade 
wbiLli is nulcd ir for Lhc iiiic ul tliu pnbUc, lo lienee as a walk, 
OT pl ar r! of resari for bJ horsed. Ail pciiiQiiii tberefore 
rti'qutstted to direct their cis£^ to lead their bprses for exercise 
wdtlijn tills enclosure/' 

A Police order w^as issued on the 13th Way, iSoo^ notifying 
that ItQtD that daie ** no person whatsoever will be permitted 
to cover ot llialcb any mrssaagej dwetliog-house, sho|i,^ shed^ 
building or cdiiice, within the limiLs of the towm of Calcutta, 
with mats, Etra w> gtass^ or other ^ph^anre or mate rials of a 
iTki: combustible nature/' U was fdso ordered as a further 
pfpviSTitive to fires^ that fram dial date '* no straw of the Lind 
used for thatching houses vvilJ be suffered to be brought into the 
toim of Calcutlat or baniboos or gumm sticks^ mats, or other 
materials, of a like combListilile nature, allowed to l>e collected 
together in any large qmintity witbii» the limits of the said 
iownJ^ AH depots of such materials then existing ivure ordered 
to be removed mthin fifteen rla^ii, and all LtiaLchnd buOdings were 
ordered to he removed or fercoveTeil with more sub^tanthil anj 
fess inflammable roafing b}" the lat of live following November. 

Here w a stnuigo advertLsemenh vvhtch we copy from the 
Citfffc/fc, of April tSqG Lf the young sa^^ago who 
liad lately the cruelty U» knock dcnvij anil tramplo o]i his aged 
father, a respectable moji, doej not instantly quit Ids fatlier^s 
hotrftc, a few friends of the old gentleman's arc dcterirrinerl to 
lake the proper *steps for his iEiimediate ejectment; and the 
tt riler of this engages to exhibit him, by name., to the contempt 
and indignafion of the whole settlement This hint, it is hoped, 
w ill be suffideiit/' No tiaftie ts attached to the advertbenmnt, 

ifrdcr^ ky ikf iks Cmjvrnor^ 

I May^ iStj.—“ No person having dogs with them 
arc to be allowed to come upon the Respondentia Walk or thpit 
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part of the Esplanade; and the sLatricB bava recwvird orders 
accordingly." 

Oti Ibc 29th Novcmbiif, iflb<5, Hie ma|pstnae of tbi* city 
bsued a notice relaliirc to the watering of tfin roads and slfrots t 

the residents were callod upon to contribute for sucli r<wds as 

they wished lo liav-e watered, This was another move in the 
right direction lo add to tlie comfort of the inhabitnnla. 

Bfahtninm hullSp which tiad during a long period mfesleJ 
the streets of Calcutta, to the unmiticnt danger of the inhabitants, 
were ordered in August ibiSf espefled the rity, and were 
sent over the river to Liie Howrah side. Several years aftcr- 
W'ardSr when the pte)udicB* of the natives were not so much 
taken into consideration, these antrnals were utilbud by being 
yoked to the inunirijw.1 conteri-ancy carts, where they were 
made to da duly instead of contract animals. 

The fdllowing advcrriacmcnt appears under date ‘'l^ublic 
Office,*' 3tst March. 1755 Notice Lh hereby given, that a 
reward of two annas per head will be given for every panah 
dog that may be tilled w'ithin the boundary nf Calcutta, Iwtwepn 
the 6th of April and the 15t of June next. It is requested thni 
gentlemen wdl not permit their dogs to run loose about the 
streets during that period,—Gwr/c Oiidy, Stavc»g>fr, 

The slope of the glacis and thu level of the Esplanade of 
Fort WLlibin, having been injured Uy the passage of wverai 
carriTgns. .nnii roads having been made oyer the turf in various 
places, it was orderetl iSiat " in future no wbife! carriage of any 
description, excepting such belong to the Governor^Gcnufnl. 
the Chmf Justice, the Couitnandcr-in-Chief, the Judges of the 
Supreme Court, or the Memlicrs of Council, will be permiUed to 
pass over the turf of tlic EsplatmJe, from the great road leading 
from Calcutta to Sherman’s Bridge, to that part of the glacis or 
esplanade shoaled betwren the Chuwringhee gate sorties and 
the river. A chain of sentries has been posted for the purpose 
of enforcing tliis order.*’ 
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in Itw? CalcNi^a GsMe/tc of the 1st SeptemlK^r is Lise 
foUowmg;— mViam, jisi AiJguji, Whereas the 

Cmvcmer-Gefttfid m CounciJ has recejied information ihu.t 
several EvD-mxHidi’id persons have entered into eomhlnations fof 
the purpose of extottang money| and have in many iiistancen 
attnaliv extorted money from several merchants and others m 
Calcutta, by arreatitig or threatening to nrrest them under forged 
and pretcndr^l writs and TVarttifitsY and by making affidavits 
before the Judges of the Suptwc Court, and therek swearing 
to pretended an«l fictitjotaEJ debts, and by making fulso nccusa- 
t ionn before the said Judges or the rirand Juritss of this settle¬ 
ment in order to procure writs and warranta again Ft such 
merchants and others from nbom such money is In I ended to be 
cstoricd, and by virtue of such w rits or warrants to hold the 
said merchants and others to spctml bad, or for want of sticli 
bail to have them committed to prison; and whereas the 
Governor-General in Council is extremety dcsiroiiB to snpprctis 
an evil so grievous to the namTsi, and so injurious to trade; 
His Lordship has therefore been pleased to dulennine, and 
pmeiamaUdn is accordingly hereby made, that every persfin so 
□^feEidrtig shall be prosecuted by the Company's law ofTitcrs and 
al the Company^B expense with the utmctst rigour. All person* 
aggrieved by such offenders are hereby directed to give in forma¬ 
tion againfit them to tEie Superintendent of the PolicCfc who will 
Oime such cITenders to he forthvinlh carried before one of Hla 
Majesty^ & judges of the Snpremu CQurt+ or Justices of ttic Peace 
for this selGumcuh in OEder to their being dealt w ith according 
to law. (Signed): h, HaV, Scctfitirf ta Gai^trnme/ii ** 
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SLAVERY. 

The Portuguese in the last century were the prttpagator* 
of the slavery system, as the ruins of many fine places in the 
Sunderhunds testify. As late as lyfio the neigtborlwwd of Akra 
and Budge-Budge was infested by slave ships, belonging to 
Mugs and Portuguese. The Etuf India Chronicle for 175* 
gives the following statement showing the origin of this slave 
system t-^'-rebniary 1717.—The Mugs carried off from the 
liost southern parts of Bengal j8oo ined, women and children, 
fn ten days they arrived at ArraOLn, and were conducted before 
the sovereign, who chose the handicrafusmeii, about one-Fourth 
of the number, as his slaves. The remainder were returned to 
the captors with ropes about their necks to maritet, and sold 
according to their strength, from ao to 70 rupees each- They 
were by their purchasers sent to cultivate the land, and had 
fifteen seers of rice each allowed for their monthly support. 
Almost thrcc-fourtbs of the inhabitants of Atracan are said to 
he natives of Bengal or descendants.’ 

The slave trade, formerly carried on by Muscat, from 
ZanTibarto Scinde, in Huhahys and Abyssinians. was so 
considerable, that 6 ao young people, of whom three-fourths 
were girls, were imported into Kurrachce every year; Georgians 
were occasionally imported for the harems of the nch. 1 'he 
price of an Abyssinian girl was sometimes as high as 350 rupees; 
boys were sold at from 60 to 100 nipees. The slave trade was 
entirely abolished after Scinde came under British rule. 

Staves were regularly purchased and registered in the 
kucherry or court house, and in 1753 wc find each slave [laid a 
duty of four rupees and four annas to the East India Company 
for such rcgislry, 
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Slaverj^ was at onr time vciy pre^'alent to Calcutta, as 
advcrtisctocnts ia ll!« papm of 1760 aud later stiow* Here 
ATE a few notices of slave servants :— 

” Collrccs, who can play weJJ on the French 

HorOi and are otherwise handy and tiseful about a bouBO, rela¬ 
tive to the. husioEEs d a oausuiocri or chat of a cook ; they must 
not be fond of liquor. Any peraon or pci^iona having such to 
dispeysE of will be tTcated with by applying to the printer/' 

Coffree ilave boy ; any per^n desirous of 
disposing ot lucfa a boy^ and am Warmnt him a faithftd and 
honest itervant, vriJI pteaar to apply to the printer/^ 

7> ie Wi/,—Two French Horn men^ who dress hair and 
shave I and wait at table." 

** Sirayfd.—FEom the semet of hk mistress, a slave boy* 
aged 20 years or thereabonts; pretty wbitEp or colour of musty; 
tall and slender; broad between the cheek bones and marked 
with the mnaJJ-pox. It is nrquefted tljai no oncp after the publi¬ 
cation of this, will employ him^ as a WTiter or in any other 
capacity, and any person or persons, wba will apprehend him 
give notice thereof to the prinleT of this paper^ shall be 
rewarded for their trouble/' 

** Ta ^ald .— fine CdfTrnir boy, that understands the 
business of a butler, kadmotgar and cooking. Price four 
hundred sicca rupees. Any gentletnan wanting such a servant, 
tmy iec him, and be informed of further particulars, by apply¬ 
ing to thc.piintEr." 

**‘Siray ^.—Fmiu Ae house of Mr. Robert Duncan in the 
China Baaar. on Thursday last, a Cofftw boy, about UJ year* 
old, naiTUsd Inday 1 whoever brbgs back the same shatl write 
the reward of one gold mabur/* 

rmn muAy.— 4 )ti the fiftwatb of Oclriier last 
two ilavE boys {with the lEitens V. D. nwked on each of their 
right arms, above the etbow* named Sam and Teai, aboul elevaa 
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years of ttge, and exacUy irf a size,) ran away, wtb a great 

quantity of plate. &e., &c., Tliis U lo leqoeat, W they offer their 
service to any gcotlemcsi. they will be so load as to ciamine 
their arms, beep them confined, aod inform the onfner- A teward 
of one hundred »cca rupees will be given to any black man, to 
apprehend and deliver thcin up. J- H* Valentin Dviboia, 
Ideutcnant, Cbonar, 5 i 

" Eto^d.-^a Monday last, a slave bay about fuartecn 
years old, sallow complexion, broad lips, very kaock-koeedr 
walks in a lounging manner, hair bohind long and bushy had on 
when he eloped the dress of a kbtmutgar, speaks good Engltali, 
has rather an effeminate voice, went by the name ol Tom; it is 
suspected that be has stuleo many things, WTmever will give 
infurmatjon, so that he may be apprehended, to Mr. Pnrkis, at 
No. 5t, Cossitoltah, shall be handsomely rewarded, if required. 
Whoever harbours the said slave-boy after this notice, will be 
prosecuted according to law.—Crf/err//*, 6th March 17^9. 

*■ On Saturday morning ran away from the honse lately 
occupied by the Rev- Mf- Dlanchard, two Malay slave buys, 
after having taken with them a gold watch with a gold chairund 
scaU, a gold snuff bo*, silver shoe and stone knee buckles, a 
purse consisting of about 40 dueatoons, and aao 4 «f 9 gold 
mohurs and several small monies, several pieces of Europe silks 
and velvets, and many more things, amounting to about 3,000 or 
4 ooo rupees. As these boys are supposed to have gone on 
board of a ship,’it » herewith earnestly requested cif all 
commanders of ships and vessels not to detain them, but give 
immediate notice of them U> Mr. MoUe- A reward of 300 sico 
rupees will be given to any one «!» will bring llmse tioya, or 
can with certainty point out their abod^. 

A strange advertiaement appc.it^ !vi ii,e recovery of a sUve 
boy, named Dindarab, aged al»ut fift . u yearn. The lad must 
have benii harshly used, ns he is said to have been ’* marked on 
the bitek and arms with Uk scars of a sanibcr ol ■‘mall ioTSSi 
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lie had besjdCf at the time of Ids estapCf "an iron ring on one 
leg/' The gentleman who advertises for ihe slave does not give 
hEs namPt hnt states that hti is living at No. Ijirkin's Laiie^ 
evidently some sea captain. A reward of liftj- sicca rupee* was 
offered fiir the recoveiy of the mJssbig boy. Slavery must liave 
been winked at by the autliGriticSi or such a public transaction 
as this waold never have been passed over without ponishmenL 

"£hpf ^—A Malay slave boyp about live feet five inchus 
high, his hair rather long, but not tied, speaks a little Engibh ; 
be went off in a pair of wbite Jong trousers and a shirt, wnlhout 
any waistcoat lint or shots on. It is supposed he is either gone 
to Calcutta, or ties concealed in Calcapore, or some adjacent 
place, as he is a perfect stranger to the road, only having been 
in Bengal four montlis. Whoever will deliver him to the printer 
of this paper, shall be amply rewarded for their trouble. Gentle¬ 
men arc earnestly requested to detaio hinu should he offer 
hiniBell as a serrantj and send him as abovr. His name is 
Wilks." 

During the last century the generality of Europeans in 
Calcutta kept slave boys to wait <m them at table^ Slavery was a 
recc^iied institution, and as the fallowing advertisemenL taken 
from a CaJeutta paper of ijSi, ^hows* the trade was openly 
carried on even by per^onft holding holy orders: — "To be sold by 
private aaJe: Two Coffree boysi, who play remarkably well on 
tlic French horn j about eighteen years of age^ belonging to a 
Portuguese Padrie lately deceased. For pdrticularg enquiri! of 
the V'lcar of the Portuguese Church/* 

The most numerous class of slaves, were Bengafees, who 
had been sold m childhood by their parenti; in times of scarcity. 
Sir William Jones, in a charge to the Grand Juiy at Calcutta, in 
178 5^ described the mberies of slavery existing at that period, 
even in the metropolis of British fndb—I am assured from 
evidence which, though not all judicialJy taketi^ has the strongest 
hoW on my betkfi that the toncKtioD of slave* within onr 
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lurisdiction is, beyond iioaginallon, deptomblc: 
cruellies arc daily pm tiscd on tbein, chiefly on lbose oI the 
tendercst age and the weaker sex, V^ liich. if it would not give 
,„e paio to repeat and you to hear, y.l for the honour of hen,^ 
naltirt I should forbear to particiilaniE, If I MCepl the Engtta 
from this censure, it is not through partial affection to my ovm. 
countrymen, but because my information relates ^ 

people of other nations, who likewise call Ihemwlves Christiana. 
Hardly a tnan or a woman exists in a comOT o t iis 
town, who hath not at least one slar-e cWld either 
a trifling price, or saved perhaps from a death tl^ might 

been fortunate, for a life that seldom tailii of ^mg rm^rable 

Many of you. I pesume, have seen largf .iwc 

Jt>ivn «r riVrr >r o/>rn ftf/ru/ Calcutta. 

Norcatiyoobefgnorantthat most of them were stolen 
their patents, or bought, perhaps, for a measure of nee m a tune 

of fic^LTcity/* 

Selling natives and exporting them from the country 
slave!tXr parts of India not «dthin British domm.^ seem 
ohaJl been common, for it w^ deemed necessary to i^ue a 

”■ "I™ rzf 

long time in the practice of purchasing or coUec^g ^ 

botS -eaes. children as wdl as admits, for the purpose of 
«.p=ni.g tl«» lor »k o, .Uv- i. JiBorrol P*"* “ 

cliwheret and whereas the Governor-Gen end m Couool » 

I'rooooi .o .»rt » 0,0 o,o,.« », 0 "t »' 

.othorhy rertod io Wn. in order to prrvont „ch prooUc^ » 
tulonr. lo.d to dotot. by tie moot cjemplorT pumsbrotol, 11 »«, 
pooono «ho K« not to b. otlotodoe mrtroiood from immmitUng 
Sm oOon..; Hi. Lobkhip horob}- dooiire. dml dl »d orory. 
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person or perjoris subject to the lyrisdictjon of the 5upt«<in(i 
Court, or In uluj respect to ilie nulhonty ol thim Covernmnolr wImi 
ihail^ in futyre* be concerned directly or indirectly in the above 
encDtjoned inhuman mud dctestabfe trafBcj shall be prosecuted 
with the utmost ngejnr in tbe Supreme Court ml the ApCDae of 
the Company^ and if a Hritisb-bom subject^ &hal] be forthwith 
ordered to Europe, or if such person or persons bo not subject 
to the court^s junsdiction^ he or they, upon information being 
given to the magistraic of llir place or dktrict in which the 
ofienee abHli have been contmiitedr shall be apprehended by him^ 
and kept in confiuenieot^ tq he dedt with according to the law& 
ol the country. And that no npe may plead ignorance hereof, the 
tupeiiiitro dents of the FaJice for the town ol CalcuttOf and the 
magistrates of adaduis in tlic ^veral parts of the country^ are 
hereby required to give immediate notice of this Proebmatiun^ 
tn such manner 05 shdt render the know I edge of il universal 
to persons of all de^riptions, and lo repeat the safiie on the 
first day of January in every year* They are further directed to 
pay the Strictest attention to the regulations contained in 
and to take tJie most active steps in their power to enforce 
them. And that all persons offending against this ProclamaLioii 
may be brought to pnnisbmtnt for the suimep and the unhappy 
iuHcrers rescued from the fnLsErjv a reward of one hundred 
sicca rupees hereby offered for the discovery of every such 
offender, to be paid on his conviction before the Supreme Court 
of Judicature j or before magistnite of tJ«? distrk ti and of fifty 
rupees for the person of cither sex who shall be delivereii from 
slavery or Illegal confinement In consequence of such discovery. 
The tnooey will be paid to the Inforixier or iiifonuers on their 
^pplic^aiiou to the secretary of Governtnent^ oiad on presenting 
to him a certificale of the convietton of ihe person or persotm 
committing the offence of wbudi such informer or ioformera 
made discovery. * ♦ * # # And the maUcr Attendant Is hereby 
directed to give notice to all the native pilots^ that, if they 
should pilot Qui any vessel having on board natives of thi^ 
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d(^fiCT(pti(l», knowing or believing Lhem to be such, ibe privilege 
of piloting will be taken from fbcm for ever, and their naracA 
and oEfenci! registered. And that ito one may plead ignorance 
of ibis nrdcr, it is befeby directed ibat it be placed constantly 
in view at the Baoiraball in the EngUali and coonlry Jangwage*." 

From the many prohibitory regulations of the Bengal 
GovemnieRt and the co-operation of the Foreign sctUemcatSj 
U was hoped that the detestable traffic of transporting children 
from the provinces as slaves had been entirely abolished} but 
not w. for we find that a Telingah veisd was, at the close of 
Mayi 1791* stopped neat Ingclce, and seven and twenty 
unfortunate wretches, boys and girts of diGecent ages, were 
found ail boArd. 

Some peraons proceeding frotn India to England bavtng 
been guilty of selling or otherwise dbposing several Fr« 
inhabitants of tlic Indian provinces, as slaves at St- Helena, 
an advertisement was put forth, in 179+p by the Govi'minent 
of India, proclaiming such practice to be a criminal oBence, 
and as such would be visited with the most rigorous puolsli- 
ment. It was also notified that in order to prevent the sale or 
disposal in other lands of free natives ol India, all persons id 
whose service natives should embark from Bengal for England, 
would be required “ to give good and sufficient security against 
such native* being sold of given away as slaves, at St. Helena, 
or at any other place or acltlement during the voyage to 

Europe*** 

When the indignation of the Britisli Parliament was 
directed against slavery in the West Indies, the Calcutta 

cewspapers declared that •'the barbarous and wanton tucls of 

mote than savage cruelty daily exeroised upon slaves of both 
sexes in and about Calcutta by tbe native Portuguese,” made it 
DiDSt desirable that the system of bondage in the East also 
should be brought under the restrainu rf the kgislatura. 
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Native dancing wotncti are the "Inaury of large towns, " 
saj-s Sir Jotirt Malcoliii* and thase who have seen thetn—and 
who m India has not—iiStist have been struck with the graceful 
motion of their bodi^ in the tnajes of the dance^ so fascinat¬ 
ing to the native, so disgustitkg to the well-bred European, 
‘^Thc motion so soft and gliding as to l>e scarcely perceptibiej 
and as remote can he ifnagined from even the ruost languid 
measures ol the danseuses of Eefope. The feet of the per- 
tormers hare, their ancles adorned with braceleUp vatuable 
according to the celebrity and consequent means of the wearer. 
A constant gesture of the hands accompautes the motion of 
the feetp and so great a pliabdtty oF the former mernhera is 
acquired by habit, that the wrist h frequently bent in llie course 
of the perforramnee, until the back of the hand becomes paraltcl 
with the arm. The creeping motion of the body is varied by 
frequent star^, as the actio it of the poem recited hecotnes more 
vehement, and by a rotary umtioni Sfi which the glittering drapery 
assume 9 a fanlikej horiEonlal positiaii| which is main tamed by 
dint oi practicOj as long as these evolutions are continued* 
CniiKidcring the phcc which Hromen occupy tn the scale of 
society among Eastern nations, it is not surpnring that the 
subject mitter of the songs aud tlie dramatic monologue kept 
up during the dawce* is the quarrel of the favorite sultana of the 
lenanah with her lord, in Which her anger, jealousvi despair, are 
first portrayed, and tubsequenlly lUe most seducllvc hlandish- 
FneiiL% to allure tTie pt'if^sion, w-^hUh she fears^, ifi weakened- On 
lliis the grand i-fTorls of the singer are heatoirVed, and perhaps 
a! tom ate jealousy and (ove are hardly rver better portrayed thiin 
by the dark llashiTig ryca, Siud unrestniined pa^vioni of an Indian 
nautrh gifl. Tlie dancers are alt s!aves» condemned to a life of 
toil lor the profit «f others; female childreo and grown up 
young women are bought by aJi ranka^ Among the Rajpoot 
diiefs, these stives are very ntt^urrou^. as also in llie houses of 
the priuLipal Bralimius* Numbers dale their condlEiOn from a 
lamine or scarcity^ when men sell tbeir ebildfcn for bread; and 
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<rthc« ftos stolen front ihdr parents by brlsjarrissor ^ 

carriers. Female dives, in almost every iostaun;, are sold to 

presautioo. Some, it « tree, rise to be favonte 
Lir masters, and enjoy both power and 

are raised by the success of tJ-eir sons; hut there are 
exceptions. Female daves in this condition are not 

Sometimes they are credly treated, but not generally. . 





CHAPTER XXS 


duelling. 

DtTEi^ TBust^ fmta their very oaLyre:, hivc beM the oldest 1 
■^pccics of cores bats j snd it is a liiLatake to 5oppo!3>e that they i 
were not known tcs the ^iicienU; for we find in Plulapch that 
on one occajion, during the tndbn espcrditioo, HephtEatiDn || 
and Cratery-s dew tticir m each oUief and foughh lill 1 

separated hy Alexander bitnftelf j hut as a practice* sanctioned j 
by Lw and cystom, dacHing can be traced no farther back tbao Jjij 
the judicial combol^ of the Germans. These coenbatf were, | 
however^ only a spedeii of ordeolp aait was sup posed that Ood 
from being the Ruler of the Uniyerse would take the innocent (r 
under hi& especial protection, and bring the cause of truth to I 
liglil. These appeals to the judgment of God were conducted || 
siecording to very poiili\^! rules K^hi€!i wxre most strictly | 
eofoaed- From Germany the practk* spread rapidly all oy^r { 
Europe. Swn alter the inyeutiDn of fife-arms^ pistols became 
a favorite weapon for deriding private quarreb* till the Emperor 
Maximilian put 3 stop to the practice* by directing that sqeIi 
arms we to to bo employed only against the eimmy. 

DurtliDg seem^ to have been so common in Calcutta that I 
persons tn the highest ranks of society were not free from it- I* 
Major Browne had tJie boldness to challenge Sir John 1 
Maepherson to fight Sir jo bn was then Governor-General of j 
India. Tlie duel was rought. The cause of the quarts! 
may be gleaned partially from a despatch of the Court of 
Dirf^ctors, dated 2 i?th March, tj8 %:—** Having read and 
deliberately considered a publication which appeared in the 
newspapers entitled * Narrative retativo to the duel between Sic 
John SSacpherBOti and Uajor James Browne/ &c-» we came tn 
Ihe following resolution, via., That the apology required from 
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Sir JobT. Macpher.flo by Mitjor Browne .bow> tbal ll.e cfT.ccc 
Uken by Major Browne arose fraifl an ° ‘ J , 

Maepberaoo rn his slation <»' 

and not in his private capacity, the apology ® . ? , 

the paragraph which gave the ofiei.ee appeared w he 
CalcuLi Garette. by the authority of the (.ovemment. at ti.c 
head of which heC 3 irJoh«Mhcn««^CnvemOT^^^^^^ 
Bengal That the tailing opoti any person ac^nfi 

chXer of the Govemor-Gcneml of neagd. or Govemo of 

„ h nu.« -«•«..!” «P«>»'»" ■” 

lends l» ■ wbvraion id dne .ubordiBnUffli, ir., b« I ijl 7 

I. the C-pnnr’s -"«•. 7"’ "“Zn. ^ 

J«e,ed; more «1 »cSaII 7 „ rti. Coert i. tendy « .n In 

heni the comnlninln, nnd E>« •» ""y ” ,Z 

nHin nWinr rftnlly, nr by mbukn, n»y !»" b«n .np.md y 

tficlr superiors ** 

The mcss^Ublen onfortunately, afforded too frequent 

ocdsiono for the exchange of shots, and brother ofiker^ h^^^^ 

;^e risen to avenge some fancied insult, under-natu^ 

..VB'ttinmenI bv calling out their former friend* and altlioUa 
eatClteiWCTilq. oy cajim^ * t* t u#,! thev tocJ- 

the shots may. b many instances, fall harmless, yet 
frequently pmve, H not fatal, greatly inj«nons to the «ilfe 
future health, Itappincss, and prespecta in i! '* 

Anndinr ,.nn» 1 f^iynn. •‘“ 7 “ J"" “‘'Zr]-" 

army a* well ^civilians holding dUtiiigutsl’ed appointments, 

r. .0 «nn»nH h.»n «nid«l Inn* in indU wilbn- ^nj n™. 
Ct ,bn n«r.»*.nl pilnb I. .bid. tb« .p«w of ^blms 
,™ romnrt, c»~d. Thnnonnd, «t rnpnn, '“>^77^^". 
the most trivial occasions, for Instance, the tara-up of a ca^, 

.b, n«n.b.r nf “ ''7'' 

window in a giycn time; La l«t. on iho most fnvolo« ®aUc». 



476 


TH^ GOOD OLD DATS OF 


It to be deplored timt more rational sources of aftiuseioeBtY 
dtiring the long mltiy day of an toilian climate^ could not have 
been foundp to pfcrent the eDConragcment ot gambling to so 
Irightrul an eldent- 

Much may be said in eJrtenuation of this hanefol way ol 
'"kilting time/ when the want of sedety in India^r especialSy 
that of females—the best and natural check upon such 
unintellectual indulgences—is taken Into cansideration. At 
many ntavions, Uie officers of the tcgicnent were the onty 
Europcaas to be met with, and the want of sociotj at such 
places, caused time not ooly^ in fact, to drag heaviJjj but ii was 
so taueb feltf that mimy fell into the grosser habiU of drinkings 
in order to create excitement for a time, which, once commenced, 
required to be continued, and thus too often brought many a 
brave fellow, who in more active service wonld have been an 
honour to his country and fnends, to an untimely grave, perhaps 
by the hand of the duellist, the sad result of an intemperate 
brawl 

Whatever may have been a soldier's ideas of dudJIng, and 
how much soever he may have abhorred the practice, yet it was 
considered better for hint at once to quit the semcc than refuse 
a challenge, A man w'tio would not go out was scouted not 
only at the in ess-table, and by the aflicers of hii own corps; hut 
posted as a coward throughout the service—a consecj'Ljenc^i few' 
men were prepared to encounteri If ao officer was ever bo 
C iLutiouia, he could hardly pass through the service, especially 
diiriug his early career, without being subjected to a challetigp^ 
grounded on some supposed insult or other, and which^ being 
accepted, too often temitnated fatally to one par^, and left the 
aurrivor to spend the remainder of hh days with the 
eonxciousucss of having sent a fellow creature prematurely to 
blB grave. Some even gloried in haviiig'" killed their man/' 
and ihns adding a degree of terror lo their nameSj and being 
cooaldcred men of trSed courage, have been Eal^tly Hailered^ by 
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a distSnctiotr, mlhct f court thaa. .hun c^usc for 
But. m tlK other hand, many there were who. had i 
possible, would gbdJy have recalled the unfortunate cventa. 

The result was the galUrt major, who ^ 

enemies of his country on the plains of Waterfoo. foU ^ 

mounded. In the morning a report was created 

cantonment that Major T-was no more. W gene _ 

standing amongst the troops was that he had fallen a , 

that ready apology for all sudden, deat ^ . c o e _ 

was, however, weU known to all the officers of his regimenL 

Tim remains of the major were consigned to the g^ve 
^th the usual mflitaiT h-ncurs. 

though not without the sincere regrets of hrs bmtbet oDic 
for his untimely end. 

The following is a ciimmstantlal account of an 

w .Ud.»f»ly«n..< ”■"* 

were of such frequent occurrence m all parts nf f 

uTlie-regimeot of Foot was at Vellom, wlwo 

the tragical occurrence took place which 

manhood, beloved > ^change for a 

in the Hossaf regimen » ->i,'u;h he had joined 

chiefly ln,h, md ^y "» “'“"V' ,.rilln« ^te Wf- 

tr l:.." r™ 

u,c» '»f cepum B|,n 

SL:”«hhc-.y..;;.7;j- 

h.d the «n.n^« »« »«* i, 

economically. He in statinc his 

p,,i,c„.«. hi, di.i»cUn,«ion « l™ fk' ■>"“”5 
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eipcctarion of being tnamcd, and the consequent m- 

cte^e of expense which he was sp soon to incur. But the 
majority of the tho Irish part of it in paJtkruIaT, witli I lie 

conrufiicjn of head incident to those who are resolved to quarrel, 
interpreted his refusal into a prefsonci] affront, ft was then 
nnantmoiisly agreed among^ft nine otEfcers present that they 
should draw' lots which of them w 3 m to call Captain Bail out. 
The lot tell njion a Lieutenant Satidys^ who in the name of 
himiffielf and his brother ofhceri^ sent the chaneRge, wliich Bull 
had too much spirit to dec line ^ though determined, as he told 
bis second, not to fire, having no personal injury to redress. 
They went out, Sandys fired, and CapLaIn Bull fell. The 
syctematic cowardice of the plot, and the untimely fate ot sp 
excellent a young man, fflrpngfy agitated ihc fcrllngs of aSL 
Saadyaa4nd Teaman, and Lieutenant in the same regirnenl, his 
s^ucond^ w^efe brought down to the Presidency, and Iricd at the 
ensuing sessions for wilful murder. The graas-cutters and the 
horac'keepers, who had obsErved them going out together and 
reluming, and a w^aler-beartr, who had acLunJty seen ihe tluef, 
were some what at a loss lo ideadty Sandy s and Yearcren, and 
the prisoners bad, moreover^ the ad^^ifttage of a jury of Madra?i 
sbopkeeperii, who, Berving the diftetent regiments wilL stored, 
had, on former occasions^ acquitted officers under similar 
chatgOH, and aggravated as the preseni case W'as, [probably felt 
a like indLspositiPD to convict. They were acquitted, tliereforOp 
but against the strong and pointed direction^ ql the Judge^ Sir 
Henry Gwillim, who told the jury, that it would be trifling vrSth 
his own oath not to tell them that it was a case of foul; 
and deliberate murder. Tlicy deliberated^ or pretc-nded to 
deliberate, for haJf-an-hour ^ and during this time, the Judge, 
who could not imagine that any other verdict could be brought 
in than that of ‘^ Guilty/' had already laid his black cap upon 
hk notebookt prepared to pass the sentence of the law upon 
them, and wbidi, as he told the prisoneiSj, it was his iolentioft 
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to hav*? carried intd effect, You have had." said he. addre^- 
mg them with great solemaity, " a narrow esape, an ^ t™ 
mcrdful a Jarv, If they can. let them reconcile their verdict to 
Cmd and their tonsctences. For my part. 1 assure yon, a^ t e 
verdict been what the facts of the case so fully wairaotH th^ 

in J4 r* 

nneonsdous corpses-as cold and unrcmscious **/hat o the 

poor young man whom, by wicked conspiracy and a mcked deed, 
1 drove out of eaisteoce. Be gone, repent of your sins^ 
You are men of Wood, and that blood cncs up to Heaven 
against you.” Sandp and Ycaman were J 

court mnrliaJ, found guilty of the conspiracy against the hfc 
Captain Bull, and broke. The sentence was 
King, with an additional clause, declaring them incapable fo 
ever of s^rvitig Majestf. 

Duels had been so coiomon, during the previous two jeai^ 
some resttltiog fatally, that we suppose J 

to ntoie «. o=.mple of * 

thdloogo; tl.!. « i,ter It™ Colhbon f-on-itk t»..og 
boon loond goiltr ot • mlrfomeoBO. (« tho ««oo. oi ) 
lot «».dl»g 0 ctaltago to WillUB Ukiot. E‘g’ f ^ 

««„,opoM,««tonfJtoooo moolh'. .»p™on.ooot. ood to 
gW. «cAy lot hi, good bohariot lot to o J,™ f l"""ir.oo 
ram of 10,000 lopoe,, ood to® seconlies oach 05. P 

AtthoM„ioMiotl» Rombo, Coort on tb. o6tk M.,. 
,go,. 0 pKoripid nod hi, raoondio.doolwottpnto" tbmr 
■™l for omrdor. Tb. p.«i.ol,T. of tb. .« «. not ..portod, 
d.c om... of tb. pnttiB givoo. After . toog ond pni.rot 

iowtigntioo. Ibejorymloroed a T.rdirt of ««f gorffr- « 

bora ioformod ttat U» l»« kod“ I™'""* 
down the practice of duelling, but without effect. 

That duelting was contrary UJ the military code of laws, 
may be ascerUined by a pcrasal of the Articles of War ro* e 
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hy His Majesly for tbo better government of the Forces; the 
ssnd and ^Lh artiebs of the pk section of which, for the yeiir 
1S17, state as foUow^s ;— 

*'Art. 3. No officer^ non-cantitiission?^ officer, or sotdier, 
shall presume to give or sctKl a thaJlenge to any otlier officerp 
nen-cDTtiinisstoned officeor soldier, tp fight a dud, npon pain, 
if a commissjened officer, of being Castiereci : if a noDComrais- 
sbtied officer or soldier, of sufTering corporal pUDLahment or 
ImprisoDiiientr at the ■discretion of a cotot tnatfial." 

‘"Art. Whatsoever officer, non^commbsioned officer* 
or soldier* sbail upbraid ancther for refusing a cbalfengc, shall 
himself be punched as challengerr, and we hereby acquit and 
di^barge fJl officers and solEiicTH of any dbgrace or opinion of 
disadvantage ivhich, might artsc from their having refused to 
accept of challenges, as they will only have acted in ohedktice 
to our orders, and done their duty as good soldter?^ who subject 
themselves to discipline/^ 

This did not have llic dilect of redneing the number of 
duels, and both the mifitary and naval records show numerous 
instances in which vatuable lives were sacrificed to the false 
idea of honor and the practice of duelLing. 

The history of the change in pnbHc opinion and the usages 
of the army and navyi which haa taken place since 1^40, ts not 
geitcralfy known; and is worth noting. Some fatal duels tn 
England made one or two Christiaxi men resolve to try and 
stem the evil. Many of the best officers in the services con¬ 
sidered it hopeless and impracljcable. There would be no 
proCeciion for man's honor* &c. At a private meeting held oit 
the3fst May 1S41, the following resolution was adopted/ on 
the m-otiott of Sir Robert Harry Ingits, Bart. m. P;— 
ihe undersigned, hereby form ourselves into an ai^ciatioti for 
the purpose of constderlng the bef^ moan^ of preventing, under 
the blessing of Almighty God| the crime of duelling. And we 
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C»ptiu» H.«.y Hape *»a Mr. WaiiM p-Bn-M I- 
lummon «» wlwtiw" h •ppoi 1» 1» JoitaU' 

tlic aba¥e object'" 

On ihe lalh Febmaryp 1842. at a meeting hdd at 

the " Britbli Hotel;' Cqck#iiiir Street, London. kear-Adnura 
Hawkes in ibe chair, a Isirge oumher of nobjemer., oflieers and 
civiliani formed tliemselves into an " AsaocJaUon lor in 
Discouragement of Baelling. In Angost 1843, th'* 
pr^entod a memorial to Her Majesty, pointing ont and deplor- 
The "the e^ila arising from duelling, and pmymg that Her 


Majesty Tvpuld be pleased to take the sahject into her graaoLia 
considefation, with a view to the adoption of means to «cu« 
iU suppression." Three hundred and sixty gentlemen joined 
in this memorinU It was most graciously received and within a 
tndvemonth, the Articles of War were formally amended, 
prescribing a simple and reasonable course for the adjustment 
of differences, and acquitting of " disgrace or opmion of di^ 
advantage all ofEcers, who being willing to make or accept suc^ 
redress, refuse to accept challenges, as they wUl only have acted 
as is suiUble to the character of honorable men. and have done 
their duty as good soldiers who subject themselv« to 
discipline;' Any ofTicer seeding, accepting or convey.ng a 
ehatlenge was made liable to be cashiered; and seconds in a 
duel to he punished proportionately. 

Similar orders were issned .0 
MMsociation for the Discoumgement of D«lli*^ 'f 
fourth report UW stated that the Amended Articles of 
War had been firmly administered by the anthorities, .a the 
few instance# which afterwards occuntd of officers acting m 
violation of then." The chauge thus elfccted W the services 
has been » complete, that the practice of duelLng is now 
Dearly forgotten, but those who havo passed their lives in tb« 
army can look hack at it w ith wonder and tiiajiklulaess. 




CHAPTER XXXI. 


POSTAL. 

Ye wbo {^mbTe at tie present rates uf Dverland postage, 
carefully note what our grandfather had to pay in 1753 for 
their letters frotn and to the mother-country. Private letters or 
packages transmitted to Europe by the Company’s ships were 
thus charged‘'Every private letter or package wTitth weigha 
more than tiro ounces to be taxed with the payment of four 
skea rupees; every one exceeding three ourrees, nine sicca 
rupees; exceeding four ounces, sixteen rupees; and so on" 
the rates being formed of the squares of the numher oF ounces 
which they exceeded m weight. Mr, Richard Ahmuty, the 
Head Assistant in the Public DepartmenE, was appointed to 
undertake tbe doty of seeing to the posUge of lettem and 
packets, ajid was ordered to attend " at his Office, in one of the 
lower appartmenU at ttie Council house, for ten days previoua 
to the day fixed for the despatch of a packet, Sundays excepted, 
between the hours of 10 in the momitig and 4 in the afternoon ; 
and again fcetwen the hours of 7and9m the evening/' for this 
purpo^^. 

On the aoth February, 1795, an official advertisement 
appears with refereoce to the transmufsion through the post of 
Company’s bonds or promissory notM from one part of the 
country to another. This may be said to be the first instance 
where the system of registratien was adopted by the post office 
in order to «cure the safety of the documents in transit. The 
bonds or notes were to be " tendered in an unsealed envelope, 
addressed to the person to whom they are to he forwarded/* 
and at the receiving post office, they were entered to a register 
to be kept for that purpose, in which fuJl particulars of the 
flocument were to be stated. On the completiioa of the entry 
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in the regislef book, the envelope was sealed ia tbe prteetice 
of Ibe sender or hjs agent and an " atithcnlkatcd extract ram 
the register” was given to bhn if be required saeh. 

The postal authorities on the 3rd March, 1795J published 
a table of rates of postage, wbkh had been authonsed y 
Government, for letters tO the interior. We shall 
the rates for the information of the grumblers of the present 

day 



Benares 

Pfttcca 

Bamuzliporc 

Kajniohl 

Mcmgheef 

ChitlDgoag 

Madras 

Hydrubad 

pooimh 

Bombay 

l>wxn 

Diamond Point 
Coxe's Island 


All Icltm fn™ " 8 “ 

„„„ cck. it »o» «<:««"* “'’'f' “j 

it .b,»e lb« «cifk< Tb“ "< ““t" *“ ‘“‘t,"" 

th. .«,»>««.« po*'*®' 

Englandr 

w. «• • roti" »' atiyinip"''' Hon.rJ>l« 

Cnn,p.PT'. .bip *•«/ I. Ep™!-. •“ "" 

p;^,«s ioteodoi l»t Ibe Hoooable loeil ol Directot. bp 

conveyaiKO*' 
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As jin evidence pf tHe inieciirity df the post, of ratlief 
of the cutinuaiiy-itching hnger^ of the officiaJa foiinedted with 
the postal department, we give the foIlowiDg "card" na it 
^ipp'iared in a Caicuit^ of the jerth Jane* 179^'^ 

" Severn gentlemen who have paid very heavify for the postage 
of targe packets from Madras, would he mach obliged to the 
secretarv-, or any gentlemnti in the puhtk office, who, on 
opening the packets of ships toaching at ^TadraSp would tiLkc 
oat the large packets of newspapers, taagazineSp &c.| (or Bengal^ 
and instead of forwarding them by dawk, send them round bj 
the first sea totiveyance ” 

** For the tiae of pubfie offices/^ so runs an advcrtiseuieift 
in n of the arst May, 1795—'Mhb day is published 

price eight rupees—a Map of the Post mads through Bengali 
Behar, Orisa, Otidep Allah abad, Agra and Delhi t with Etw rates 
of postage from Calcutta. Compiled from the most correct 
Surveys, and the latest Post Office ReguJatioDS, by A. Upjohn. 
To be had of Mr. A. Upjohn, at Syaldah—Hsf Messrs. Dfing, 
CleJand and Co.—and at the Europe sbop.^^ 

The dawk boat containing the Calcutta tetters despatched 
to Bcglcpoor and Monghyr on the Sih November! I795^ 
up^t, and the fetters aT 7 lost. A Ibt of both mails i& pnbtished 
and discloses to ns ihe amoniit of cotrespondEnce that was 
cmitomaTy in those days of escessive postage. There were 
/i>Br private and service letters for BoglepDOr^ besides one 
copy of the Aftjrwijf/ First and twelve magazioEs. To 
Monghyr there were Mrw private and twa service letterz and 
eight magazioei. 

On the 2Gth July* *79®* aystetii of franking puhlic 
letters came gEncrally into oie; only a few officers had hhJierto 
had die privilege of sending their letters on the public service 
tree now a// departments and officia] soperfews were incloded in 
the list. Another privilege was accorded during the present 
year* M lelters from Europe for privates or non-conambsioned 
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officers id both the military services, an<! alt letters from Ihetn 
to Eumpep were transmUted free d* poits^* 

“ The Hon'ble Company's Bearers,'^ meaning the newfly 
orgsnired palankeen dawk, were stationed on the new road to 
Patna and Benares* on the (slot November, i8oi. 

CommuflicatioTi by water having been established between 
Diamond Point to the shipping at Coae's Island* dvriiig the 
season that the Company's ships were tying there, the public 
were informed, in tygS that -in coosequence thereof ao 
additional postage of two acoss will be charged on all letters 
which may be sent or received by this conveyance.'' 

Until within the last forty years the commonica^ 
between England and India was both flow and irregulaJ* The 
establishment of a fioe of steam vessels, reducing the distance 
by three-Iourths, and eoavcjitig not ody mads, but passengers, 
to and fro in less than a month, has increased in a» enormous 
degree the number of newspapefs and letters betwwn the two 
countnes. In former years a letter was four, five, sta—perhaps 
seven months on its way, "We are oow," wrote Sir James 
Mackintosh in 1805. - within five days of six months from the 
dale of out Ust toedon papery and again in iSlt, - seven 
months from the date of the last Uodon news. U w 
answer were received within the year, the letter wnter thought 
himself fortunate. This was disheartening and repelling. 
Correspondence even between intimate friends and dear 
Illative,, soon flagged: ^ degrees; and ere long 

ceased altogether. The establishment of a regular steam 
eommunicalion between the two eountiies has rem^ed alt this, 
and made every Englishman and Englisbworoait. in every part 
of India, a periodical letter writer, 

A " Royal Mail” service, iinder the sanction of Goveni- 
meot, was establiAed by Mr. Bacon, to run between CakuHa 
and Diamond Harbour, every momiag and evetiiae Irom the 
- respective mail offices in Calcutta and at Diamond Harbour^ 
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Bocin as the road to Diarnond Harbour b flnished/' Therer 
were to be relays of horses at every eight miles on the road' 
for Lhe purpose of cjEpedititig the mdls in perfoming the 
distance of thirty-tvro miles in fourhoun/' The coaches to 
CATty four inside and six outside passengersp 

The same proprielof ad^reftiscs auolher service of a like 
Balure between Calcutta aad Darrackpore^ to run every evening: 
from Calcutta and morning from Barrachpore^ the coach carrying 
m%. inside and eight outside paasengers^ 

A notice of Ihe rst April. iSoo, states that the General 
Post office was to be remoTed tut the 41(1 lo llie house in the* 
Bow Bazar next door to that commonly known by th'^ name ol 
the Old Harmonic.*" 

An advertisement appears id the Giie^ie qf the j^yth May, 
1813, intimating that the folio wing ratCJJ wUl be charged esn^ 
fetters to England via Bagdad, Soiyrtia and Malta-— 

to Rs- on a letter weighing 1 tnlah or under 

tS U MT i n rr 

tf ri Tt ^ i? n 

Coif-ropc suspension hridgei w’ere first used in iSaj lo» 
facilitate the passage of the maib over mountain torrents in the 
Rajmahl Hills. Public mails wtttf before this, ftequently detain¬ 
ed from ten to twenty hours on the banks of hill torrents m 
the rains, until the waters had subsided. 

An official notification from the post office^ Calcutta, 
announces (May iflaSJ lhat a "* parcel nf letters had lately been 
discovered in a hox^ having been mislaid since the years 181 
if, a^, 23 p and 34* through tlie negligenen of oue of the cl^ksj* 
A happy condition our postal syslem must have bee a in m 
those days. 

When we contrast our postal organUatiiafi now with what 
it was esma forty years it will be seen at a glance how 
much its enormous devdopiheat is doe lo the reform carried 
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